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National President’s Column 

Welcome to the fourth and final
issue of United Service in 2022. 

In my column to the third issue of
United Service in 2022, I advised
readers that because of the deterio -
rating geostrategic situation facing
Australia, the Federal Govern ment
announced on 3 August 2022 that it had
commissioned a Defence Strategic
Review to “examine force structure, force posture and
preparedness, and investment prioritisation, to ensure
Defence has the right capabilities to meet our growing
strategic needs”. The government specified that the focus
of the review was to be on achieving self-reliance in
the defence of Australia and its neighbourhood. 

The Department of Defence invited interested parties
to contribute to the consideration of the Defence Strategic
Review, with all submissions to be lodged by 30 October
2022. 

The RUSI-A Board gave careful consideration to
whether members of RUSI should make a submission to
the Defence Strategic Review. The Board agreed that
RUSI, as the oldest and respected defence think tank in
Australia, should prepare a submission for consideration
as part of the Defence Strategic Review. Members and
readers of United Service were asked to provide input into
this submission. 

The timing for making a submission was incredibly
tight, so it was not possible to have widespread consulta -
tion with RUSI members on the submission. This edition of
United Service contains the full submission. I would ask
that you study it carefully. The Defence Strategic Review is
probably the most important review since the 1987
Defence White Paper. I would be interested in your feed -
back on the submission. You can email your comments to
me on president@rusi.org.au.

I understand that the Review has provided an interim
report to the Government with the final report to be made
by 31 March 2023. 

Finally, on 24 October 2022, the RUSI-A Annual
General Meeting (AGM) was held. The minutes of the 2021
AGM, the Directors’ Report to the 2022 AGM and the
audited financial reports for the 2021/22 financial year are
available on the RUSI-A website - https://www.rusi.org.au
Click on “About Us”, then “Governance” and then
“Corporate Governance Documents”. 
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National President
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