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Welcome to this month’s issue of the electronic newsletter of the Royal United 
Services Institute for Defence and Security Studies NSW, Inc. the aim of which is 
to provide members, stakeholders, and other interested parties up to date news 
of our latest activities and events as well as selective information on defence 
issues.   
 

 
September 2022 Lecture  
Our series for the second half of the year: Exploring the AUKUS Agreement 
  

Speaker: Professor Vijay Varadharajan (University of Newcastle) 
Subject: AUKUS - Cyber Security Aspects 
 

Tuesday 27 September 2022 - start at 1300h and held at the Anzac 
Memorial Auditorium, Hyde Park South, Sydney [Sandwiches will 
be available at 1200hr prior to the lecture] 
 

Attendance fees:  RUSI Members – free,  Non-members - $15;    
Pre-pay (see below) or pay at the door (cash or credit card).  
 

Sandwich plate - $8 (must be pre-ordered).  
For sandwiches, please order and pay by Friday 23 September 
2022 via credit card - 
https://www.rusinsw.org.au/site/ActPay.php or send money via EFT to  
BSB: 062 028 - Account: 1138 3565  
followed by an email to our office:  office@rusinsw.org.au detailing the name of attendees and 
your sandwich orders. 
 
 

 

Reminder – renew your Membership for 2022/2023   
 

A reminder that your membership renewals may be overdue.  
Please contact our office if you have not received your notice,  
or use our Online Renewal Form.  
 
Renew your membership and take advantage of the benefits, including 
free lectures, also your donations to the Library are tax-deductible.    

Now is the best time to invite your friends to join: RUSI NSW Membership page   
 
 

Anzac Memorial, Hyde Park 
South, Sydney NSW 2000 

 
PO Box A778 SYDNEY SOUTH 

NSW 1235 
 

www.rusinsw.org.au       
 

office@rusinsw.org.au  
Telephone: (02) 8262 2922    

http://www.rusinsw.org.au/Newsletter
https://www.rusinsw.org.au/site/ActPay.php
mailto:office@rusinsw.org.au
https://rusinsw.org.au/datacap/Renewalapp.php
https://rusinsw.org.au/site/Membership.php
https://rusinsw.org.au/site/Membership.php
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Institute Membership News 
A special welcome is extended to the new member:  
 

Mr Brian Walters OAM 
 
 

 

Future RUSI NSW events  
 

Tuesday 25 October 2022 (Start Time: 1300), Anzac Memorial Auditorium  
Hyde Park South, Sydney.  MONTHLY LECTURE 
Speaker: Brigadier Haydn Kohl 
Subject: Developing a Sovereign Guided Weapons Capability 
 
 

Tuesday 25 October RUSI NSW AGM at 2.00pm immediately after 

the October lecture 
Image: various RUSI NSW board members and volunteers 

 
Tuesday 22 November 2022, Anzac Memorial Auditorium (12 noon to 5.00pm) 
Hyde Park South, Sydney 
HALF DAY SEMINAR Subject: AUKUS – A Year On 
To be opened by our Patron, Her Excellency The Governor of NSW. 
Speakers: The Fleet, and Air Commanders, who are our Vice Patrons. Also 
speaking will be defence industry and academic representatives. 
 
 

Tuesday 13 December 2022 (Start Time: 1300), Anzac Memorial Auditorium  
Hyde Park South, Sydney. MONTHLY LECTURE 
Speaker: Mr Paul Kelly, Editor - at - Large of The Australian 
Subject: The Year in Review: The Sir Hermann Black Memorial Lecture 

 
Wednesday 14 December 2022  
CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON 
Cellos Restaurant, NSW Masonic Club, Castlereagh Boutique Hotel,  
169 Castlereagh St, Sydney 
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RUSI NSW President’s Message September 2022 
 

Honouring the Queen and the Accession of a New Monarch 
It is with great sadness that on behalf of all members of the RUSI everywhere, and 
as President of RUSI NSW, I acknowledge the passing of Her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth II. She was widely loved and respected across our country, and her selfless and long-
lasting dedication to duty is a reminder of how we can further enhance our outreach for a better 
and more cohesive society.  
 

RUSI NSW is providing two very specific options for our members to express their condolences, in 
that we will provide both an online option for ‘signing’ a condolence book accessible through our 
website, and a physical condolence book to be located at our Ursula Davidson library in the Anzac 
Memorial.  
 

Launch of Our New RUSI Monograph Series- the Javelin Series 
I wish to acknowledge the fine work of Ms. Diana Figgis our Board member in both developing the 
concept, and getting the first of our monographs actually launched -as an ‘online only’ publication 
through our website. Thank you very much Diana!  
 

We are now seeking your contributions towards either the “Looking Forward” OR the “Looking 
Back” themes, so PLEASE consider writing for us. Thank you. 
 

Our Next Half Year Program - Our September, October Speakers and the November Seminar 
Our theme for the remainder of 2022 remains “Exploring the AUKUS Agreement”, and the speakers 
in both of these months are exploring the much wider implications of AUKUS than just the well-
publicized future Submarine Nuclear Propulsion aspects. 
 

A reminder about our 22nd November major seminar with the title: “AUKUS - A YEAR ON”, we are 
finalizing a high-quality range of speakers for this event to be held at the Anzac Memorial 
Auditorium.   
 

Check our RUSI NSW website and monthly newsletters for full details, and please support them by 
attending! 
 

Our AGM - an Invitation to Nominate for a Board position 
A reminder our AGM will be held on Tuesday 25th October at 2pm following the monthly lecture, 
and were seeking the greater involvement from younger, female and serving RUSINSW members 
to strengthen and renew our leadership team. 
 

Our Program of Events for 2023 
Our planning team led by Ron Lyons is well advanced in deciding a 2023 monthly lecture set of 
themes and are also finalizing an International Dialogue in the first half of 2023, but a growing 
requirement is to decide what external visits and / or activities we should organize for our 
members. For example, we have had full day visits to the Lithgow Small Arms Factory, a visit to 
HARS aviation museum at Albion Park Rail, SO any suggestions please? 
 

Membership Could you PLEASE ensure you have renewed your annual 
membership, AND that you nominate at least one (1) new member to 
join RUSI NSW and when you do so nominate, that you also act as an 
involuntary mentor as they settle in!  
Sincerely, 
Michael 
Professor Michael HOUGH AM RFD ED JP 
President  Sept 2022 

https://rusinsw.org.au/HMcondolence
https://rusinsw.org.au/site/Monographs.php
https://rusinsw.org.au/site/Activities.php#nextlect
https://www.rusinsw.org.au/site/Monographs.php
https://rusinsw.org.au/HMcondolence
https://rusinsw.org.au/datacap/memberapp.php
https://www.rusinsw.org.au/site/Committee.php
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Recent RUSI NSW Lectures – Catch up online    
 

Recent lectures were recorded and can be viewed on YouTube or our Videos Page   
 

August Lecture 2022 
Speaker: Associate Professor Adam Lockyer 
Subject: Sea Power in Australia's Strategic Environment 
59 minutes 54 seconds 
  
 
 
July Lecture 2022 
Brent Clark CEO of the Australian Industry and Defence Network 
gives us a deep view of Australian Defence Industry and how it does 
and does not provide the support the Australian Defence Force 
must have. 
Subject: The Australian Industry Defence Network and its Role in 
Improving Australia's Regional Security 

 

June Lecture 2022  
Speaker: BRIG Ian Langford DSC** (PhD) ADC, Director General of Future Land 
Warfare at Forces Command. 
Subject: The Significance of Armour and Artillery Upgrades  
The recently announced upgrades in the Abrams Main Battle tank and the 
155mm Self Propelled gun and their ability to increase our defence capability 
in the region.  

 

Sydney Under Japanese Attack 1942: 80-year Anniversary  
Cruise on Sydney Harbour highlighting the events of 31 May 1942 when three 
Japanese midget submarines entered Sydney Harbour to attack Allied 
warships.       10 minutes 
 

 

April Lecture  
Speaker: Commander Army Aviation Command –  
Major General Stephen Jobson, AM, CSC 
Video Link: Significance of Army Aviation Capability Upgrades  
56 minutes 
 

Tuesday 29 March     
Speakers: GPCAPT Matthew McCormack OC 81 Wing RAAF (left 
image)  
GPCAPT Chris Hake RAAF Air Combat Group 
Director, Loyal Wingman Program RAAF (right image) 
Video Link: Aviation Capability: Air Combat Capability - F35 & 

Loyal Wingman Program    58 minutes 
 

Tuesday 22 February 2022  
Speaker: AVM Kym Osley AM CSC, NSW Defence Advocate  
Video Link: Defence & Aerospace NSW – Building a Sovereign Defence 
Industry Capability      70 minutes     
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQ9ghBL_V9X5Cp4DLSTMfXw/videos
http://www.rusinsw.org.au/site/Videos.php
https://www.rusinsw.org.au/site/VideoTheatre59.php
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oUpDCgV9_Yk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oUpDCgV9_Yk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xb7nlKLhIF0&t=2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jrfJJNLj4sc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rANJku0c3nU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jE8s9NoU5sk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jE8s9NoU5sk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fi6KGizqQQc&t=39s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fi6KGizqQQc&t=39s
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Special Interest Group on Strategy 
Current Geostrategic Issues    
 

The War in Ukraine (note: conditions have changed rapidly since the writing of this report) 
The war has been ongoing for six months and, at the strategic level, has reached a stalemate. 
Minor incremental tactical gains have been made by Russia in the Donbas and by Ukraine around 
Kherson in the south over the last month. Both sides have suffered heavy personnel and 
equipment casualties and are struggling to replace losses. Russia appears willing to continue a war 
of attrition in the hope of outlasting the Ukrainians. To this end, it is calling up an additional 
137,000 personnel by December to replace its battle casualties, estimated to be some 80,000 to 
date. 
 

Ukraine’s maritime trade, which had been stifled by a Russian naval blockade of Odessa, has had 
a limited reprieve. Turkey and the United Nations have negotiated with Russia to allow safe 
passage for ships transporting grain and sunflower oil destined for the Middle East and Africa. 
Overall, Russia appears to have adopted a holding strategy while it recruits and trains 
reinforcements before it commences any major new offensive. New Western military aid is 
enabling Ukraine to attack Russian bases from which long-range fires are launched. This may 
enable Ukraine to take more of the initiative, hoping to avoid a war of attrition which, eventually, 
Russia must win. Possibly in response, Russia is attacking cities throughout Ukraine with rockets, 
missiles and long-range artillery, deliberately targeting civilians. 
 

The Solomons 
There are further reports of Chinese companies seeking commercial opportunities in the Solomons 
which also involve the operation of deep-water ports and airfields. China Forestry Group 
Corporation (a state-owned company) is interested in acquiring a forestry plantation on 
Kolombangara Island which has a deep-water port and a World War II airstrip. The United States 
and its allies are concerned that China wants to create a naval stronghold in the Solomons. 
 

Taiwan 
The visit by the speaker of the United States House of Representatives, Nancy Pelosi, to Taiwan in 
early August in defiance of China not surprisingly angered China. China responded with military 
exercises which tested contingency plans for blockading Taiwan. In the process, China went much 
further than it had previously and has created a new on-sea reality less favourable to Taiwan. While 
observers postulated that both Pelosi and Xi Jingping were focused on their own domestic 
audiences given upcoming elections, Taiwan and possibly Japan have ended up the losers. 
 

Hypersonic Missiles 
Hypersonic missiles fly at more than five times the speed of sound and are more difficult to detect 
than other missiles. Russia and China have been showcasing their hypersonic missile technology 
while the United States has suffered testing setbacks. Some experts claim that the current 
generation of hypersonic missiles are over-hyped, but they could provide China with an advantage 
in any conflict over Taiwan. The AUKUS partners may develop hypersonic missiles under the 
AUKUS agreement. 
 

Australia’s Defence Strategic Review 
The government has upgraded its ‘Force Posture Review’ to a ‘Defence Strategic Review’ and has 
speeded up its delivery in view of the urgency of the geostrategic situation. It has appointed the 
Hon. Stephen Smith and Sir Angus Houston to conduct the review. Their report is to be submitted 
by March 2023 and submissions have been invited by the end of October. 
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The government has specified that the focus of the review is to be on achieving self-reliance in the 
defence of Australia and its neighbourhood. The Institute intends to make a submission, members 
who wish to contribute to the submission may email their comments to  
david.leece@rusinsw.org.au 

 
Note: The above commentary represents the personal views of the authors. It draws on personal 
research and has been informed by the dialogues within the Institute’s Special Interest Group on 
Strategy (within which there are a wide range of views). It includes some yet to be validated 
assumptions and informed speculation. 
 

David Leece and Ian Wolfe 
Co-Chairs, Special Interest Group on Strategy, 28 August 2022 
 
  
 

Defence Innovation News 
  

NSW Defence Innovation Network (DIN) September News Highlights 

• SMARTSAT Cooperative Research Centre (CRC) call for demonstration project proposals is 
closing 26 September 2022 

• Defence Science and Technology Group (DSTG) has established a Socio-Technical Futures 
Funding Scheme and is calling for applications closing 30 September 

• Boosting Women in Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) 
application for scholarships closes 30 September 

• Land Forces 2022 Innovation PitchFest Brisbane 4-6 October 
 

RUSI NSW Defence Innovation Working Group Projects underway 

• Project 1: liaison with selected NSW universities led by Michael Hough 

• Project 2: development of partnership with DIN led by Chris Skinner 
 
For further information please contact Chris Skinner  chris.skinner@rusinsw.org.au 
 
  

Do you know someone studying History in the HSC?   
 

Attention to all HSC History Students: there is a great opportunity to access historical high-level 
information in one easy to access location.  Our collection covers the two world wars, all military 
and cold war actions, modern European history, American Indian and Civil wars, Australia’s history, 
and much more.   These links will direct you to our Ursula Davidson Library catalogue.    
 

Cadets may find this interesting: Masters of Strategy Reading List, this is a selected list of seminal 
works on strategy.       Email our librarian if you have any questions:   library@rusinsw.org.au   
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:david.leece@rusinsw.org.au
mailto:chris.skinner@rusinsw.org.au
http://rusi.slimlib.com.au:81/
https://www.rusinsw.org.au/documents/Masters_Strategy_Reading_List.pdf
mailto:library@rusinsw.org.au
https://www.rusinsw.org.au/site/Library.php
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RUSI Defence and Security Studies of NSW 134th Birthday 
Afternoon Tea and Historical Event      26 August 2022 

A historical event where three of the past presidents came together to provide an enlightened 
review of our past achievements and how we overcame past difficulties.  
Speakers: Past presidents of the RUSI Defence and Security Studies of NSW 
Video of the event link: The RUSI of NSW's 134th Birthday Historical Review   (42 minutes)  
 

From left to right:  Kaaren and Paul Irving, Priscilla and David Leece, Cecille and Tony Hunt, and 
Michael Hough  

 

Left: Doug Roser was unable 
to attend and provided his 
pre-recorded presentation.  
 

Right: Current President, 
Michael Hough with Board 
Member Diana Figgis cutting 
our 134th Anniversary cake.  

Our recent past presidents 

Major General G.L. Maitland  
AO OBE RFD ED 
President 1995 – 1998 
Deceased 

 Air Vice Marshal R.B. Treloar  
AO 
President 2007 – 2010  
Apology 

 

Rear Admiral A.L. Hunt  
AO RAN 
President 1998 - 2001 

 Group Captain D.J. Roser  
 
President 2010 – 2013 
 

 

Vice Admiral D.W. Leach  
AC CBE LVO RAN 
President 2001 – 2004 
Deceased 

 Brigadier D.R. Leece  
PSM RFD ED 
President 2013 - 2016 

 

Brigadier P.R. Carey  
AM RFD ED 
President 2004 – 2007 
Deceased 

 Major General R.P. Irving  
AM PSM RFD 
President 2016 - 2020 

 

 

Note: 

Doug 

Roser 

received 

an OAM 

and David 

Leece his 

AM after 

serving as 

presidents 

so are not 

listed here  

https://www.rusinsw.org.au/site/VideoTheatre58.php
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Visit - General Yoshihide Yoshida, Chief of Staff, JGSDF, & Defence Attache (Army), for 
Australia, Fiji, PNG & Tonga, Colonel OTA Yosuke  
 

Saturday, 13th August 2022. The Anzac Memorial 
welcomed a senior GSDF delegation accompanied by 
Australian Army representatives from the Embassy in 
Tokyo. As part of his tour, General Yoshida spent 
some time in the Ursula Davidson Library, where he 
inspected the current display with interest. He stated 
that he is a keen military historian. 
Michael Flynn 
25th August 2022 

 
Other organisations’ events  
 

Lecture 
Military Historical Society of Australia and The English Speaking union of 
NSW   
Present: “AUKUS Allies as the Moscow-Beijing-Tehran Axis Emerges”  
Special Guest Speaker, the Hon Tony Abbott  
Thu, Sep 29, 2022, 5:30 PM AEST at ANZAC Memorial Hyde Park, Liverpool 
Street 
For register and details click here  
 
USI-ACT 2022 Annual Dinner 28 Sept, 6:30 pm – 10:00 pm 
Also, for USI-NSW members (or other interstate nomads) who may be 
interested in travelling to Canberra for the Annual Dinner the registration link 
is below.   Our speaker is Mike Burgess (DG of Security at ASIO) and it is at a 
great venue on the lake - The Marion, Act Parks Depot, Barrine Dr, Parkes 
ACT.   All RUSI members are welcome at USI-ACT members rates - $90 for 
member and first guest.   Drinks and 3 course meal included.    
https://www.rusi-act.com/upcoming-events  

 
 

Ways to connect with RUSI NSW and build your network  
Roll your mouse over these icons below to connect 
 

    

 

 
 

Facebook Corner 
 

Did you know that you can follow The Institute if you use Facebook?  
Either search for RUSI NSW while in Facebook or click on this link below.   

https://www.facebook.com/RUSIDSSNSW    
 
Be part of our network, be informed about our events, lectures and 
commentary – when on our page click the like and join the group.  

https://www.mhsa.org.au/
https://esunsw.org/
https://esunsw.org/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/aukus-allies-as-the-moscow-beijing-tehran-axis-emerges-tickets-274475422377
https://www.rusi-act.com/upcoming-events
https://www.facebook.com/RUSIDSSNSW
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/3791242/
https://rusinsw.org.au/datacap/memberapp.php
http://www.rusinsw.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/RUSIDSSNSW/
http://www.rusinsw.org.au/YouTube
http://www.rusinsw.org.au/documents/Booksale.pdf
https://www.rusinsw.org.au/site/Committee.php
https://www.rusinsw.org.au/site/Lectures_and_Presentations.php
https://www.rusinsw.org.au/site/Library.php
http://www.rusinsw.org.au/documents/Getting_to_the_Institute_2018.pdf
https://www.rusinsw.org.au/site/Events_Email.php
http://www.rusinsw.org.au/site/Videos.php
https://www.rusinsw.org.au/site/Monographs.php
https://www.facebook.com/RUSIDSSNSW
https://www.facebook.com/RUSIDSSNSW


9 

 

Page | 9 Official Newsletter of the Royal United Services Institute for Defence and Security Studies, NSW Inc. 
ABN 80 724 654 162     www.rusinsw.org.au      office@rusinsw.org.au     Telephone: (02) 8262 2922      

 

Latest Defence News   
 

Australia welcomes submarine training opportunity from UK 
 

The Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Defence, the 
Hon. Richard Marles was hosted by former Prime 
Minister, Boris Johnson and Secretary of State for 
Defence Ben Wallace at the commissioning of HMS Anson 
at BAE Systems, Barrow on the 1st September. As part of 
our AUKUS partnership, Prime Minister Johnson and 
Secretary Wallace announced the training of Royal 
Australian Navy submariners aboard the newly 
commissioned HMS Anson, an Astute-Class submarine. 
Having Royal Australian Navy submariners train alongside 
Royal Navy crews, is an important step, taken with our 
partners in the United Kingdom to further strengthen our 
defence ties. 
Australia is embarking on the next generation of 
submarines and in doing so, ensuring we have Royal 
Australian Navy personnel training with our partners 
under the AUKUS partnership.   Quotes attributable to the 
Deputy Prime Minister, the Hon. Richard Marles MP: “It 
was an honour to be hosted by Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson and Defence Secretary Ben Wallace at today’s commissioning ceremony for HMS Anson.  
“Australia is eager to learn from our counterparts, and who better to learn from than our friends 
in the United Kingdom. 
“The technology, capability and lethality on show is truly impressive and Australia looks forward 
to progressing our talks through the AUKUS partnership.” 
 
 

General Defence News  
 

80 years since victory at the Battle of Milne Bay 
 

This year, 2022, marks 80 years since 
Australia fought in the Battle of Milne Bay, 
located in modern-day Papua New Guinea.  
The Battle of Milne Bay, fought between 
Allied and Japanese forces in August–
September 1942, was an important victory 
for the Allies. It was the first time that 
Japanese forces had been defeated on land, 
shattering the myth at the time of Japanese 
invincibility. 

For the Allies the bay was a defensive 
bastion guarding the maritime approaches 
to Port Moresby and a base from which to 
launch air operations in support of the 
American landings at Guadalcanal in the 
Solomons.  For the Japanese, Milne Bay represented a base from which to attack Allied shipping 

READ THE FULL ARTICLE     

The Hon Richard Marles MP Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister for Defence  

(L-R) High Commissioner to Papua New Guinea, Mr Jon Philp; Chief of Air 
Force, Air Marshal Robert Chipman, AM, CSC; Papua New Guinea Chief of 
Defence Force, Major General Mark Goina; Australian Defence Attaché to 
Papua New Guinea, Colonel Travis Gordon, CSM. 

https://www.minister.defence.gov.au/minister/rmarles/media-releases/australia-welcomes-submarine-training-opportunity-uk
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in the south west Pacific and to provide air support to their attack along the Kokoda 
Track.   Commemorating this important event, a ceremony was held in Papua New Guinea. 
Representing the Australian Defence Force, Chief of Air Force, Air Marshal Robert Chipman. 

During his speech, Air Marshal Chipman said that with so much at stake, it was surprising that the 
opening encounter of the Battle of Milne Bay was a quiet and barely noticeable encounter.  “Just 
after 1am on the 26th of August, eighty years ago, a solitary Air Force crash rescue boat was 
standing guard at the entrance to Milne Bay,” Air Marshal Chipman said. “Out of the darkness 
emerged a Japanese invasion fleet of warships, troop transports and landing craft. The message 
from the Air Force personnel onboard the small craft provided the essential warning that the 
enemy had come and the Battle of Milne Bay was about to begin.” 

The Allies and the Japanese paid a heavy toll in the battle of Milne Bay. Just under 1,000 Papuan, 
Australian, American and Japanese were killed and at least another 500 were wounded over 80 
years ago. 

 

 
That’s a wrap for HMAS Canberra 
 

 In June HMAS Canberra sailed from Townsville with embarked forces from the Australian Army, 
His Majesty’s Armed Forces of Tonga and the Sri Lankan Marines to participate in Exercise Rim of 
the Pacific 2022 (RIMPAC). During the transit to Hawaii, the HMA Ships sailed in formation with 
vessels from the United States and Japan during Exercise Noble Partners, enabling opportunities 
for interoperability between the three nations. 
 

Sailing into Pearl Harbor in June, HMAS Canberra joined Warramunga and Supply and 25 other 
nations taking part in RIMPAC, the world’s largest biennial international maritime exercise. The 
tactical sea phase of RIMPAC provided an opportunity for two United States MV-22B Osprey 
Aircraft and their crews to embark in an Australian Amphibious Ship. This marked the first time 
the MV-22B aircraft was embarked for 
an enduring period of time, a milestone 
for the Australian amphibious capability 
and the landing helicopter dock.   
Commanding Officer Canberra Captain 
Jace Hutchison also highlighted the 
importance of international military 
personnel embarking on Canberra. 
On completion of the three-week 
RIMPAC sea phase Canberra sailed back 
into Pearl Harbor for a second port visit, 
giving the ship’s company time for 
respite to explore the stunning island of 
Hawaii before continuing on with their 
deployment.  
Canberra and Warramunga departed 
Pearl Harbor to participate in Operation Render Safe working together on-station, off Nauru, 
where a Royal Solomon Islands Police Force explosive ordnance disposal officer joined specialist 
ADF members to dispose of World War 2-era unexploded ordnance. These deployments 
demonstrate Australia’s commitment and engagement in the Indo-Pacific region which are vital to 
Australia’s long term security and prosperity. 

 

READ THE FULL ARTICLE     

READ THE FULL ARTICLE     

HMA Ships Canberra, Warramunga and Supply sail in formation with USS 
Abraham Lincoln, JS Izumo, USS Mobile Bay, USS Spruance, USS Gridley, JS 
Takabami and USS Sampson in the Pacific Ocean 

https://news.defence.gov.au/international/80-years-victory-battle-milne-bay
https://news.defence.gov.au/international/thats-wrap-hmas-canberra
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Pitch Black flypast wows crowds 
 

Thousands of people attended the Pitch 
Black flypast at Mindil Beach in Darwin, 
with multinational aircraft putting on an 
hour-long display.  Seventeen countries 
are participating in Exercise Pitch Black, 
and aircraft from more than 10 countries 
participated in the spectacle watched by 
tourists and locals as the sun set over the 
beach.  Spectators from all over the 
world came to see Australian and 
international air forces demonstrate 
their capability. 
The multi-role tanker transport aircraft 
were crowd favourites when they flew past, flanked by international jets and the United States 
Marine Corps MV-22 Osprey, which splashed attendees with sea spray.   RAAF Head of Air Shows 
Air Commodore Michael Gray said the flypast and handling display was one of the two major 
community engagement displays as part of Exercise Pitch Black. 

“In the early days we would do a couple of aircraft over the sunset markets; now we have a mini 
air show. Defence gets a lot of support from the Darwin and the Territory community,” Air 
Commodore Gray said. “This is Air Force’s way of giving back for that support. The Mindil Beach 
flypast allows everyone to come out, to see the air frames up close, off the beach. It demonstrates 
the capability of the aircraft – fighter aircraft, tanker aircraft, hovering displays. 

“The diversity of people here – people from air forces all over the world participate in Exercise 
Pitch Black. So when people come down to the beach to watch the flypast, they get to mingle with 
the locals.  “It is always great to see families out here for the open days. They get to see aircraft 
up close: the young kids, the older kids, and even the adult kids.”    

 

Navy drops anchor for outback regatta 
 

Royal Australian Navy sailors from both 
South Australia and the Northern 
Territory reinvigorated a long-standing 
tradition when they converged on Alice 
Springs to take part in the only dry river-
bed regatta in the world.  Sailors from 
HMAS Coonawarra and musicians from 
Royal Australian Navy Band South 
Australia took part in the recent Henley on 
Todd Regatta and. While in town, they 
represented Navy at a Vietnam Veterans' 
Day Memorial and spent the day with 
students at the local Yirara College. 
The Navy Community Engagement 
Program Coordinator for the Northern 
Territory, Chief Petty Officer Tony 

Thomas, spoke about the importance of taking Navy to the community.  “Most of what we do in 
the Navy is at sea and over the horizon,” Chief Petty Officer Thomas said.  “Engaging with the 

Spectators watch as a German Air Force Eurofighter Typhoon aircraft 
performs an aerial display 

Leanne Caban (centre) with the captain Stephen Smith, and crew of HMAS 
Courage after participating in the Battle of the Boats at the Henley on Todd 
Regatta in Alice Springs 

READ THE FULL ARTICLE     

https://news.defence.gov.au/capability/pitch-black-flypast-wows-crowds
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community, particularly away from coastal towns and cities, is an excellent way to raise awareness 
of Navy lifestyle and its fantastic career opportunities.” 

The Henley on Todd Regatta is conducted by the Rotary clubs of Alice Springs and has been held 
in the dry bed of the Todd River for 60 years. Navy has been supporting the event since 2010, and 
Navy's HMAS Courage won the famous battle-boat spectacular in 2019, before a two-year 
cessation of the event due to COVID-19. The spectacular is the regatta grand finale, a naval-themed 
battle where vessels armed with water cannons and flour bombs engage each other for the grand 
prize.  

 
Community pays respects to fallen soldiers 
 

For locals in the regional town of 

Quilpie, reaching the knoll on Warrego 
Highway overlooking the Western 
Queensland countryside is a sign that 
you're almost home.  Now it's also a 
place to remember three soldiers 
killed in action in Afghanistan: Private 
Robert Poate, Sapper James Martin 
and Quilpie local Lance Corporal Rick 
Milosevic.   On August 29, 2012, the 
three soldiers were playing cards at 
Patrol Base Wahab in Uruzgan 
province, Afghanistan, when a rogue 
Afghan soldier turned on them, killing 
them before they had a chance to 
react.   The incident was an unforeseen tragedy, and the feeling of loss was felt throughout the 
Australian Army.   Ten years later, on August 29, the three fallen soldiers were honoured at a 
memorial service on a knoll east of Quilpie known as the “Jump Up”.   A newly constructed 
memorial was unveiled on the day with family, mates, community and representatives from across 
the Australian Army paying their respects. 
 
 

  

Lance Corporal Rick Milosevic’s partner, Kelly Walton, and their daughter lay 
a wreath at “Ricks Jump Up’’ memorial in Quilpie 

READ THE FULL ARTICLE     

READ THE FULL ARTICLE     

https://news.defence.gov.au/service/navy-drops-anchor-outback-regatta
https://news.defence.gov.au/service/community-pays-respects-fallen-soldiers
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Defence Exercises  
 

Pacific Partnership concludes in the Philippines 
 

As the Philippine phase of Pacific 
Partnership 2022 concluded, members 
of the Australian Defence Force (ADF) 
contingent farewelled the United States 
hospital ship USNS Mercy.   Over the past 
three weeks medical personnel from all 
three ADF services were integrated into 
multinational teams, providing a range 
of specialised medical services such as 
dentistry, optometry, gynaecology, 
cryotherapy, and first-aid education. 
Lead health planner Army nursing officer 
Major Jane Barnes said interoperability 
between partner nations had been 
enhanced. “It’s been a really great 
experience working with partner nations 

as part of Pacific Partnership 2022,” Major Barnes said.  Major Barnes said ADF medical personnel 
also participated in a series of heath seminars hosted at various local universities and health 
centres across the Palawan region. 

More than 2067 patients were treated by ADF medical personnel during the three-week mission, 
with 600 first-aid training sessions delivered and 430 dental procedures conducted.  ADF 
participation in Pacific Partnership demonstrates a commitment to enhancing security 
cooperation and fostering enduring partnerships, trust and interoperability between nations in the 
Indo-Pacific region. 

 
 

  

READ THE FULL ARTICLE     

Royal Australian Navy Gender, Peace and Security Adviser Lieutenant Vicky 
Nguyen, left, during the Pacific Partnership 2022 closing ceremony in 
Palawan, Philippines. 

https://news.defence.gov.au/international/pacific-partnership-concludes-philippines
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International 
 

A number of international organisations publish excellent material on issues which impact on our 
region. 
 

The Strategist published by the Australian Strategic Policy 
Institute dated 24 August 2022  
by Malcolm Davis Defence strategic review must go boldly 
into space 

 
 

Image: Department of Defence 

 
 

The Strategist published by the Australian Strategic Policy 
Institute   dated 19 August 2022  
by Bob Moyse Defence review won’t succeed unless sacred 
cows are put up for slaughter    
 

 
Image: Department of Defence 

 
 
The Interpreter Weekly Digest published by the Lowy 
Institute 
26 August 2022  by Jade Guan   What are the prospects for 

stability across the Taiwan Strait? - A democratic Taiwan has 

considerable agency and capacity to affect the dynamics of power 

in East Asia. 

  
 

 Image: I-Hwa Cheng/Bloomberg via Getty Images 

 
 

The Interpreter Weekly Digest published by the Lowy 
Institute  
30 August 2022  by Peter Varghese    Why engaging Asia matters 
even more - Australians thought they understood the shape 
of a shared regional future but today its contours look less 
certain.   

Image: Suhaimi Abdullah/NurPhoto via Getty images 

 
 

USNI News Weekly Update for   

30 August 2022 by Benjamin Felton 

Solomon Islands Blocks All Naval Port Visits After U.S. Coast 

Guard Cutter Denied Entry 
 
Image: Sentinel-class fast response cutter USCGC Oliver Henry (WPC-
1140) crew arrives in Port Moresby for a port visit on Aug. 23, 2022. US 
Coast Guard Photo 

READ THE FULL ARTICLE     
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https://aspi.cmail20.com/t/j-l-vtjhuid-ffllyhjt-p/
https://aspi.cmail20.com/t/j-l-vtjhuid-ffllyhjt-p/
https://images.defence.gov.au/assets/Home/Search?Query=20220406adf8538065_0063.jpg&Type=Filename
https://aspi.cmail20.com/t/j-l-vtjhuid-ffllyhjt-jd/
https://aspi.cmail20.com/t/j-l-vtjhuid-ffllyhjt-jd/
https://images.defence.gov.au/assets/Home/Search?Query=20220406adf8538065_0063.jpg&Type=Filename
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/defence-strategic-review-must-go-boldly-into-space/
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/defence-review-wont-succeed-unless-sacred-cows-are-put-up-for-slaughter/
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/what-are-prospects-stability-across-taiwan-strait
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/defence-review-wont-succeed-unless-sacred-cows-are-put-up-for-slaughter/
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/what-are-prospects-stability-across-taiwan-strait
https://news.usni.org/2022/08/30/solomon-islands-blocks-all-naval-port-visits-after-u-s-coast-guard-cutter-denied-entry
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About the Royal United Services Institute for Defence and Security 
Studies, NSW Inc. 
 
 
 
Founded as the United Service Institution of New South Wales in 1888, the Royal United Services 
Institute for Defence and Security Studies, NSW (or RUSI NSW) is one of seven self-governing 
constituent bodies of the Royal United Services Institute for Defence and Security Australia 
Limited. 
 
The aim of RUSI NSW is to promote informed debate on, and to improve public awareness and 
understanding of defence and national security. To this end, RUSI NSW:  
 
• educates the public about Australia’s defence and national security; 
• publishes a highly-respected professional journal; 
• provides a forum for the discussion of defence and security issues by conducting regular 

lectures, seminars conferences workshops and visits to defence and security 
establishments; 

• provides professional development programs; 
• operates a public library, specialising in defence and security literature dating from the late 

18th century to the current day; and 
• conducts social and networking functions for members 
 
 
The RUSI’s office and the Ursula Davidson Library are located in the Centenary Extension of the 
Anzac Memorial, Hyde Park South, with access from Liverpool Street – close to Museum railway 
station, buses and car parking stations. 
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