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Welcome to this month’s issue of the electronic newsletter of the Royal United 
Services Institute for Defence and Security Studies NSW, Inc the aim of which is to 
provide members, stakeholders, and other interested parties up to date news of our 
latest activities and events as well as selective information on defence issues.   
 
 

 

Anzac Day 2022  
ANZAC Day 25 April 2022 Link for RSL details    

 
 

 

April 2022 Lecture is postponed 

This lecture is postponed, see president's report below for details 

 

Improving Australia's Regional Security 2022 lecture series         
Early May – date to be confirmed 
Speaker: Commander Army Aviation Command - Major General 
Stephen Jobson, AM, CSC 
Subject: Significance of Army Aviation Capability Upgrades  
NOTE THIS IS A WEBCAST ONLY  

 
Sydney Under Japanese Attack 1942: 80-year Anniversary is now fully subscribed 
 

Three-hour cruise on Sydney harbour. Tuesday 31 May 2022          
Check-in time: 0930h      
This Cruise on Sydney Harbour will highlight the events of 31 May 1942 
when three Japanese midget submarines entered Sydney Harbour to 
attack Allied warships. Thank you to all who subscribed! 
 
 

Visit to ANSTO Lucas Heights        Wednesday 18 May 2022  

Timing: 10.00am to 1.30pm   Meeting time: 9.30am. 
Cost: $20.00 per head BOOK and PAY. Booking deadline: 10 May 2022 
Some walking involved. Please advise any health or mobility restrictions. 
Meeting Point: The Discovery Centre, ANSTO, 
Site details to follow upon booking. 
Booking only via RUSI Website. 
Group size limited to 20 visitors, so please book early to avoid 
disappointment.   
Link for more details and to book:   https://www.rusinsw.org.au/site/Activities.php  

  

Anzac Memorial, Hyde Park 
South, Sydney NSW 2000 

 
PO Box A778 SYDNEY SOUTH 

NSW 1235 
 

www.rusinsw.org.au       
 

office@rusinsw.org.au  
Telephone: (02) 8262 2922    

Image Source Wikipedia 

http://www.rusinsw.org.au/Newsletter
https://www.rslnsw.org.au/commemoration/anzac-day-2022/
https://www.rusinsw.org.au/site/Activities.php
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Attack_on_Sydney_Harbour
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In this issue:   
 

RUSI NSW lectures and Activities p.1 
President’s message p.2-3 
Current Geostrategic Issues p.3-4 
Ways to connect and network with RUSI NSW p.4 
Other organisations’ events p.5 
Catch up with RUSI NSW past lectures p.7 
Latest Defence News and more p.8-14 
International Defence News p.15 
 
 

 

Institute Membership News 
A special welcome is extended to the new members:  
 

Capt Jonathan Finch, PTE Mathew Sharp, Mr Allan Moore and Mr Jera Cooke 

 
 

 

RUSI NSW President’s Message March 2022 
 

I hope that in this very busy month of April, in which we have the Easter break combined with School 
holidays- followed closely this Year by Anzac Day, that whenever you read this Newsletter, that you will 
have enjoyed a safe Easter break, the school holiday period and celebrated appropriately on Anzac Day! 
 

Here is a summary of our scheduled activities coming over the next few months 
 

Monthly Lecture Delayed 
We have been advised that our scheduled April monthly lecture- which was always scheduled to be a 
webcast only due to its proximity to Anzac Day celebrations- will now be delayed beyond its originally 
scheduled date of Tuesday 26th April. 
 

This is because we have now been advised that due to operational constraints, our scheduled presenter- 
the newly appointed Head of Army Aviation Command- MAJGEN Stephen JOBSON AM CSC- will be 
delayed in recording the lecture, and the probable release date (through our RUSI NSW website only) will 
be in very early May. 
 

Indo-Pacific Conference 10 -12 May 
This international Maritime Exposition - held at Darling Harbour- only occurs every two years and is of 
major significance. Registrations are still open, and I urge you to consider attending: - see 
https://www.indopacificexpo.com.au/. I hope to see you there. 
 
Visit To ANSTO: - Wed 18 May 
Our advertised visit to the ANSTO Medical Nuclear Research facility at Lucas Heights was scheduled to 
follow-up the excellent (Jan 22) RUSI NSW presentation by CAPT Chris Skinner RAN (Ret’d) on the AUKUS 
agreement and Nuclear Propulsion for our future submarines. 
 

Here are the key details: - Date: Wed 18 May 2022 / Timing: 10.00am to 1.30pm 
Cost: $20.00 per head.  Photo ID required for all 18+ years / Masks to be worn / Covered footwear to be 
worn. Some walking involved. Please advise any health or mobility restrictions. 
Meeting Point: The Discovery Centre, ANSTO (Make your own way to ANSTO) 
Meeting time: 9.30am. 
 

Group size limited to 20 visitors. Site details to follow upon booking. 
Booking only via RUSI Website. 
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Tue 31 May: Harbour Cruise- Commemorating Japanese Submarine Attack on Sydney Harbour 
This event has been fully subscribed and on behalf of our RUSI NSW Board, I thank the event coordinator 
Ron Lyons and everyone who has made this such a successful event by committing to support it, and we 
hope that the weather is kind for us on the day! 
 

Appointment of Two New RUSI NSW Key Positions 
I am delighted to report that after a round of advertising that we have been successful in gaining two new 
volunteers for the key positions of Board Member/ Treasurer and Office Manager. 
 

These appointments were ratified by the RUSI NSW Board at its recent monthly meeting, and I am 
pleased to formally advise the at Mr. Roger Perry OAM is our new Treasurer, and Mr. Greg Stevenson is 
the new Office Manager. Both are scheduled to take up their respective positions nlt than 30 Jun 2022, 
and on behalf of the Board and all RUSI NSW members I thank them for their willingness to serve in these 
key positions and welcome them into their new roles. 
 

I would also like to thank the outgoing position holders- (Graham Brown and Phil Wood) for their loyal 
and dedicated services, and we will honour them appropriately very soon. 
 

Finally, to each of you as RUSI NSW members and supporters, thank you for the many ways that you 
contribute to our fine organization. 
 

Enjoy the next few months 

Sincerely   Professor Michael HOUGH AM RFD ED JP RUSI NSW President 
 
 

 
Current Geostrategic Issues  
 

Three issues are currently driving the defence and national security debate in Australia: 
the Russo-Ukrainian war; Australia’s defence strategy; and China’s search for forward 
operating bases in our neighbourhood. We will comment on each in turn. 

 

Russia’s invasion of the Ukraine on 24 February 2022. 
The invasion so far has been characterised by the remarkable Ukrainian response; the poor 

performance of the Russian Army; the diplomatically unified responses of the EU and NATO 
powers, but their unwillingness, especially of the US, to directly confront Russia militarily; the 
diplomatically neutral responses of China, India and Indonesia; the ineffectiveness of the UN 
Security Council, if not the General Assembly; and the implications, diplomatic and military, for 
China, India, Japan, South Korea and Australia. 

o Russia has been forced by stiff Ukrainian resistance and combat losses to abandon its 
attempts to capture the Ukrainian capital, Kyiv. It has withdrawn its forces in the north and is now 
concentrating on securing the Donbas region in Ukraine’s east and its southern (Sea of Azov) 
coastline linking the Donbas with Crimea. Ukraine’s successes may include sinking the Moskva, 
flagship of Russian Black Sea Fleet, but it is poised to lose Mariupol, the principal port on the Sea 
of Azov and a potential port for the Donbas region. 

o Observing Russia’s fate in Ukraine, China now may be less willing to invade Taiwan. On the 
other hand, the US has demonstrated under both Trump and Biden that it is no longer a power 
that its allies can rely on militarily and it may be less likely to deter China’s ambitions in the Indo-
Pacific as a consequence. 

o Hence, the Indo-Pacific ‘middle powers’ must be prepared to defend themselves, just as 
Ukraine has been forced to defend itself. 

 

Australia’s defence strategy in the light of China’s increasing regional assertiveness, including 
its demonstrations against Taiwan. 
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This development must be seen as reinforcing the projections of Australia’s 2020 Defence 
Strategic Update. It also must be coupled with America’s chaotic withdrawal from Afghanistan in 
August 2021, its unwillingness to directly support Ukraine militarily in February-April 2022 against 
Russia (as noted above) and its prospects, although currently very low, of facing war on two fronts. 

o While we are just becoming used to the idea of the Indo-Pacific as the centre of global 
geopolitical and economic power, the Russo-Ukrainian War has ensured that Europe is now a 
second centre of global geostrategic gravity, albeit secondary to the Indo-Pacific. 

o Inevitably, the US will be drawn back to Europe to some extent which will restrict what it 
can commit to our region – the Obama ‘tilt to Asia’ will have a lesser lean in future. 

 

China’s push to acquire defence forward operating bases in our neighbourhood. 
This has taken a new turn with China recently having negotiated (initially in secret) and signed 

a security agreement with the government of the Solomon Islands. The extent to which this 
agreement may permit the basing of Chinese security forces in the Solomons is unclear. Papua 
New Guinea also has been in discussions with China for some time about potential bases at Daru 
in the Torres Strait and on Manus Island. Fiji has been having similar discussions with China. As 
well, China has well-established research bases in the Australian Antarctic Territory and a Chinese 
firm has leased the Port of Darwin. 

o As to the Solomon Islands, this is potentially a major security risk for Australia as the 
Solomons sit astride our maritime lines of communication (LoC) from our east coast to Asia and 
North America. 

o You will recall that Japan captured the Solomons in 1942 as ‘Plan B’ when it decided that it 
did not have the remaining uncommitted combat power to capture and sustain an occupation of 
Australia (original ‘Plan A’, conceived to deny Australia as a base to the US for its counter-offensive 
against Japan). Interdicting the LoC across the Pacific from the archipelago some 2000km east of 
Queensland was Japan’s next best achievable option. 

o The Solomons government, however, insists that the new agreement with China does not, 
and will not subsequently, provide for a Chinese military base in the Solomons. 

o Of the options now open to Australia, we suggest that that it is probably best for Australia 
to not overreact at this point. We should continue to use quiet diplomacy to monitor the situation 
and dissuade the Solomons from expanding the agreement with China, while preparing to mount 
a low-key information operation ahead of the next Solomons parliamentary election in 2023. 

o We note the media speculation that the ADF, prudently, may be developing military 
contingency options to pre-empt/react to any Chinese military occupation of a Solomons base. 

 

Note: The above commentary represents the personal views of the authors. It draws primarily 
on personal research and has been informed, in part, by the dialogues within the Institute’s Special 
Interest Group on Strategy (within which there are a wide range of views). In this rapidly evolving 
field, it includes some yet to be validated assumptions and informed speculation. 

 

David Leece and Ian Wolfe   Co-Chairs, RUSIDSS-NSW Special Interest Group on Strategy 
20 April 2022 

 

Any member of the Royal United Services Institute for Defence and Security Studies–Australia, 
who has an interest in defence, national security and foreign affairs at the strategic level, may 
apply to join the Strategy SIG. If you would like to join, please either advise the Institute’s office at 
office@rusinsw.org.au or either of the co-chairs, Brigadier David Leece AM PSM RFD ED (Ret’d) at 
david.leece@bigpond.com or Lieutenant Colonel Ian Wolfe CSM RFD at  
StrategySIG@rusinsw.org.au      
 

 

mailto:office@rusinsw.org.au
mailto:david.leece@bigpond.com
mailto:StrategySIG@rusinsw.org.au
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Ways to connect with RUSI NSW and build your network  
Roll your mouse over these icons below to connect 

 

    
 

 

Other organisations’ events 2022          
 

Angels of the Battlefield 
The Anzac Memorial will be hosting a community based public 
program involving a screening of “Angels of the Battlefield”. 
Visitors are welcome to attend any of the screenings below which 
are all free of charge. 
  

SCREENINGS 
‘Angels of the Battlefield’ Premier Screening with 
Anzac Memorial performance of  Devoted 
Service   
Date: Sunday 24 April 2022 
Bookings essential through Eventbrite (to be set 
up by OVA Comms) 
Max capacity: 120 
10:50 arrival – Anzac Memorial, Hall of Memory 
11:00 – Daily Service of Remembrance 
11:15 – Devoted Service short film and 
monologue (Free – normally $20.00 pp) 

11:45 – Break & Auditorium reset 
12:00 – Screening of ‘Angels of the Battlefield’ 
– 90 mins + possible introductory speech (TBC) 
  

Guests who wish only to attend the film 
screening have the option of arriving at 11:45 for 
the 12:00pm viewing. 
Weekday Screenings – 60 minutes 
Tues 26 April – 3:30 – 4:30pm 
Friday 29 April – 3:30 – 4:30pm 
Monday 2 May – 3:30 – 4:30pm 
Wednesday 4 May – 3:30 – 4:30p

 

Angels of the Battlefield; a critique by Brad Manera, Senior Historian and Curator, Anzac Memorial 
M Napier Waller, a famous mosaic and stained-glass artist, chose “Devotion” as the term that encapsulated 
the service of Australia’s Great War nurses as he designed the striking image windows in the Hall of Memory 
at the Australian War Memorial seven decades age. Waller could speak from experience as he had been 
severely wounded at the battle of Bullecourt in 1917 and lost his right arm, a devastating physical and 
psychological blow for an artist. He endured nine months of treatment from aid post to stationary hospital 
before being repatriated to Australia. 
  

Waller reserved words like “Valour”, “Courage” and “Audacity” for those who had seen the face of battle. 
Australian female nurses undertook tasks that kept them from the battlefield. The women of the Australian 
Army Nursing Service treated casualties who had already survived the stretcher carry, often under fire, to 
regimental aid posts and lifesaving treatment at field ambulances within kilometres of the frontline. These 
women worked in surgical wards in general hospitals and post-operative care in stationary and 
convalescent hospitals. They played a vital role on hospital ships repatriating casualties to Australia. Rarely 
did Australian female nurses hear gunfire and only on a few occasions did a handful of them find themselves 
subject to enemy air attack. If there is glory and thrill in battle, they did not see it, nor was the immediate 
courage of close quarter combat demanded of them. 
  

The reality of the nurse’s war was long hours of often monotonous, but always essential, care for those 
who could not care for themselves. There was no glamour in emptying bedpans sloppy with the human 
waste of a dysentery patient or in changing wound dressings putrid with infection day after day, shift after 
shift. They managed the physical pain of others as best they could with the meagre resources available 
while suppressing then own mental anguish at the enormity of the task of dealing with tens of thousands 
of casualties in a war of attrition that dragged on for years. They lived in Spartan dormitories, some even 
spent time under canvas, yet for every shift they presented clean, smart and professional. Leave and relief 
was rare. 
  

https://www.anzacmemorial.nsw.gov.au/event/devoted-service-live-performance-and-tour
https://www.anzacmemorial.nsw.gov.au/event/devoted-service-live-performance-and-tour
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/3791242/
https://rusinsw.org.au/datacap/memberapp.php
http://www.rusinsw.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/RUSIDSSNSW/
http://www.rusinsw.org.au/site/Videos.php
http://www.rusinsw.org.au/YouTube
http://www.rusinsw.org.au/documents/Booksale.pdf
https://www.rusinsw.org.au/site/Events_Email.php
http://www.rusinsw.org.au/documents/Getting_to_the_Institute_2018.pdf
https://www.rusinsw.org.au/site/Committee.php
https://www.rusinsw.org.au/site/Lectures_and_Presentations.php
https://www.rusinsw.org.au/site/Library.php
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Who were these nurses? Few had the youth or stylised attractiveness of the recruiting posters of a later 
generation. Most were mature, robust women. Almost all were experienced medical practitioners drawn 
from country and city hospitals. 
  

Angels they were to the men they treated and, as veterans, they earned an honoured place in the Anzac 
legend.  
  

Angels of the Battlefield is both documentary and dramatisation. While the film may have replaced the 
reality of long hours of physically demanding, often repetitive, work by desperately fatigued but dedicated 
women, with highly dramatic images of young girls performing bravely while battle raged around them, or 
anachronistically treating torn and filthy bodies straight from the trenches, this licence is likely to be 
necessary if the documentary is to have an impact on a generation, raised on Hollywood war movies, that 
knows levels of equal opportunity that their grandparents could never have imagined. 
  

The documentary’s monologues by some of those reflecting on the history of Australian nurses in the Great 
War, and their subsequent memorialisation, range from considered statements based on solid research to 
highly subjective opinions.  
  

Angels of the Battlefield is sure to spark discussion and debate. The presentation throughout the 
documentary is engaging and fast paced. If it inspires inquiry into the lived experiences of those remarkable 
people, it will have achieved its task handsomely. 
https://www.anzacmemorial.nsw.gov.au/event/screening-angels-battlefield  
 
 

 

Military History Society of NSW Lecture 
Saturday, 7 May 2022 at The Auditorium, Anzac Memorial 
Hyde Park at 10:30AM. The speaker will be Kate Reid Smith, 
one of Australia's most interesting writers on intelligence 
and special operations matters. She will be presenting on 
the World War II activities of Force 136, a unit of the British 
Special Operations Executive's Far East division, tasked with 
resisting, sabotaging and subverting the Imperial Japanese 
Army's occupation of Malaya.   
Admission is free of charge but a donation would be 
appreciated. For information call 0419 698 783 or email president@militaryhistorynsw.com.au   
https://militaryhistorynsw.com.au 
 

  

Indo-Pacific 2022 Exposition and Conferences 10-12 May in Sydney 
The biennial Indo-Pacific International Maritime Exposition and accompanying conferences have 
returned following the pandemic’s worst depredations 
and promises to be a bigger event than ever. 
Conferences include: 

• International Maritime Conference 

• King-Hall Naval History Conference 

• Seapower Conference 

Attendance at the Expo is free for those engaged in maritime affairs, and there are related events 
taking place in and around the Sydney Convention Centre. 
https://www.indopacificexpo.com.au/  

  

https://www.anzacmemorial.nsw.gov.au/event/screening-angels-battlefield
https://militaryhistorynsw.com.au/
https://www.indopacificexpo.com.au/IMC2022/
https://www.indopacificexpo.com.au/
https://www.indopacificexpo.com.au/
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Recent RUSI NSW Lectures – Catch up online    
 

These recent lectures were recorded and can be viewed on YouTube or our Videos Page   
 

Tuesday 29 March     
Speakers: GPCAPT Matthew McCormack OC 81 Wing RAAF (left image)  
GPCAPT Chris Hake RAAF Air Combat Group 
Director, Loyal Wingman Program RAAF(right image) 
Subject: Aviation Capability: Air Combat Capability - F35 & 
Loyal Wingman Program    58 minutes 
 

Tuesday 22 February 2022  
Speaker: AVM Kym Osley AM CSC, NSW Defence Advocate  
Subject: Defence & Aerospace NSW – Building a Sovereign Defence Industry 
Capability 
70 minutes 

 
 
Lecture Tuesday 25 January 2022 
Speaker: CAPT Chris Skinner RAN Ret'd 
Subject: Nuclear Powered Submarines and other AUKUS technologies for the ADF 
72 minutes 
 
Christmas Lunch Presentation 15 December 2021 
Speaker: Ron Lyons RFD 
Subject: Sydney at War 1939-1945 
28 minutes   
 
 
Lunchtime Lecture 14 December 2021 
Speaker: Peter Hartcher 
Subject: The Sir Hermann Black Lecture - 2021 The Year in Review 
44 minutes  
 

Seminar 23 November 2021  
Subject: Island Australia - Improving Resilience in a Rapidly Changing Region 
Part 1 includes an introduction by our Patron Her Excellency the Honourable 
Margaret Beazley AC QC, Governor of NSW and laying the ground work for 
understanding our defence position: Commander Australian Fleet; Commander 

Forces Command; RAAF Air Commander; and Comd 2 Div 
Part 2 is a revealing discussion covering Strategy and Resilience within Australian Academia and Defence 
Industry presented by NSW Defence Advocate; Thales CEO; and University of Newcastle Vice-Chancellor 

 
Lunchtime Lecture 28 September 2021 (online lecture)   
Speaker:  Vice Admiral Tim Barrett AO, CSC, (Ret’d)   
Subject:  Rebuilding Australia’s Maritime Fleet 
39 minutes 
 
  
Lunchtime Lecture 24 August (online lecture) 2021  
Speaker: MAJGEN David Thomae, AM   
Commander of the 2nd Division 
Subject: Role of the 2nd Division within the Defence Mobilisation Framework 
 30 minutes 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQ9ghBL_V9X5Cp4DLSTMfXw/videos
http://www.rusinsw.org.au/site/Videos.php
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jE8s9NoU5sk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jE8s9NoU5sk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fi6KGizqQQc&t=39s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fi6KGizqQQc&t=39s
https://www.rusinsw.org.au/site/VideoTheatre51.php
https://www.rusinsw.org.au/site/VideoTheatre50.php
https://www.rusinsw.org.au/site/VideoTheatre49.php
https://www.rusinsw.org.au/site/VideoTheatre48.php
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JtDX8qHVfRs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O11vIgig0SU
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Latest Defence News  
 

Australian will provide military Support to Ukraine Media in response to Russia’s 
brutal, unrelenting and illegal invasion Statement by Prime Minister 31 Mar 
2022AUSTR 

The Australian Government will provide further military support 
to Ukraine in response to Russia’s brutal, unrelenting and illegal 
invasion, at the request of the Ukrainian Government and 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy. To meet that request, in 
partnership with the Australian defence industry, we will provide 
an additional $25 million AUD of defensive military assistance for 
the Ukrainian Armed Forces. 

This will bring Australia’s total military assistance so far to $116 
million.  The new $25 million package of additional defensive 
military assistance will include tactical decoys, unmanned aerial 
and unmanned ground systems, rations and medical supplies. 

The Australian Government will continue to identify 
opportunities for further military assistance where it is able to 
provide a required capability to the Ukraine Armed Forces 

expeditiously.  The Government will not disclose further specific details of the package or delivery 
arrangements at the direct request of Ukrainian officials and our other partners. 

In addition, The Australian Defence Magazine and Defence Blog report on the Australian 
Bushmaster armoured vehicles being donated to the Ukraine.   

 

Visit to Australia by Commander Indo-Pacific Command, Admiral John C Aquilino 

On 26 March General Angus J Campbell, AO, DSC, Chief of the Australian Defence Force and 
Admiral John C Aquilino, US Navy, Commander of the US Indo-Pacific Command issued the 
following statement. 

 “Commander of United States Indo-Pacific Command, Admiral John C Aquilino, visited Australia 
this week to demonstrate unequivocally the strength and depth of the Australia–United States 
Alliance and our shared interests in ensuring an open, inclusive and resilient Indo–Pacific.  Australia 
and the United States are committed to the region’s stability. This is evident in the expanded 
cooperation between the Australian Defence Force and the United States Armed Forces. 

Admiral Aquilino’s visit has been an opportunity to see, first-hand, Australian and United States 
forces working together both in Darwin and at Royal Australian Air Force Base Amberley. During 
his time in Darwin, Admiral Aquilino visited US Marines participating in the 11th annual rotation 
of the Marine Rotational Force–Darwin, alongside their Australian counterparts from the Army’s 
1st Brigade.  This will be the first year that MRF–D will be augmented by US Army enablers, raising 
the level of training and exercising to an even higher level and ensuring US and Australian forces 
maintain the highest level of readiness to ensure security in the region.”  

 

  

The Hon Scott Morrison MP Prime 
Minister of Australia  

READ THE FULL ARTICLE     

https://www.australiandefence.com.au/news/first-bushmasters-for-ukraine
https://defence-blog.com/donated-australias-bushmaster-armored-vehicles-headed-to-ukraine/
https://news.defence.gov.au/media/media-releases/visit-australia-commander-indo-pacific-command-admiral-john-c-aquilino
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First of new patrol boats launched 

The acceptance of Defence's first evolved Cape-
class patrol boat will strengthen Australia’s naval 
capability while providing greater reliability and 
effectiveness to the RAN’s patrol force to keep our 
borders safe.  Defence Minister Peter Dutton said 
the acceptance of Cape Otway was a significant 
milestone in the overall contract, under 
which Austal Ships will deliver five more of the 
vessels to the Royal Australian Navy. 

“The six vessels will boost Navy’s current patrol 
boat capability as we await the introduction into 
service of the newer and larger Arafura-class 
offshore patrol vessels,” Mr Dutton said.   “The evolved Cape-class patrol boat project is one of 
three active naval shipbuilding projects underway in WA. Worth approximately $343 million, it 
directly supports around 550 Australian jobs.  “The new patrol boats will also be the first vessels 
to be maintained at Regional Maintenance Centre North East, in Cairns.”  To coincide with the 
acceptance of the first ECCPB, Vice Admiral Mike Noonan revealed the names of the six new 
vessels. 

“Each name continues the lineage of the Cape-class patrol boats, all named after significant capes 
around Australia,” Vice Admiral Noonan said. “The first boat, Australian Defence Vessel Cape 
Otway, will be home-ported at HMAS Cairns by mid-2022.  

 

New signals intelligence agency opened 
 

Defence Minister Peter Dutton marked the 75th 
anniversary of the Australian Signals Directorate 
by opening a new facility for the signals 
intelligence agency in Canberra last week on 28 
March.  Mr Dutton said intelligence and cyber 
experts would come together under the one roof 
to provide a robust strategic cyber capability.  Staff 
from multiple government agencies will work at 
the new Majura Park offices, including ADF and law 
enforcement personnel. 
 
Mr Dutton recalled the ASD’s history during his 
address, from decoding enemy radio signals 
during WWII to offensive operations against cyber 

criminals today.  “Cyber is the new frontline,” Mr Dutton said.  “There is a lot that goes on within 
the ASD that Australians will never hear about,” Minister Dutton said.   
  

 
 
 
 

READ THE FULL ARTICLE     

Cape Ottway, the first Evolved Cape-class patrol boat ready 
for launch at the shipyard in Henderson 

Minister for Defence Peter Dutton and Assistant Minister for 
Defence Andrew Hastie at the new Australian Signals 
Directorate. 

READ THE FULL ARTICLE     

https://news.defence.gov.au/capability/first-new-patrol-boats-launched
https://news.defence.gov.au/capability/new-signals-intelligence-agency-opened
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Operation Flood Assist 2022 

Defence support to Queensland and 
NSW governments is being delivered under 
Operation Flood Assist 2022 and coordinated 
through Headquarters Joint Operations 
Command. Deployment of forces is in response 
to the NSW Government and and Queensland 
Government requirements coordinated and 
prioritised through State Emergency Operations 
Centres.   Defence remains responsive to 
changing requirements and continues to adjust 
to meet the needs of affected communities as 
identified by the NSW Government.   Defence 
has been supporting Queensland and New 
South Wales governments under Operation Flood Assist 2022 since 
February 25. 

 

 
Spirits lifted in a day of thanks 
 

Shire of Richmond Valley residents affected by 
the worst floods in living history came out in 
force on Saturday, April 2 to thank Australian 
Defence Force personnel for their assistance.   
Richmond Valley major Counsellor Robert 
Mustow came up with the idea for a parade 
that saw more than 750 ADF personnel march 
through Casino's streets.  The parade gave 
residents of the region an opportunity to thank 
the ADF “for the enormous role” it has played 
in assisting the Richmond Valley community to 
get back to its feet.  The thank you had a two-
way effect: lifting the community and the 
spirits of the ADF personnel.  Australian Army 

soldiers and Royal Australian Navy sailors marched down Casino's streets to the beat of Australian 
Army Band musicians and the applause of the 1000-plus crowd. The parade was completed by 
a convoy of Bushmaster protected mobility vehicles.  More than 3000 ADF personnel are deployed 
across northern New South Wales on Operation Flood Assist 2022 helping communities recover 
from the floods. 
 

 
 
  

Soldiers from 7th BattallRoyal Australian Regiment, and 3rd 
Combat Engineer Regiment remove flood debris from a 
business in Lismore in NSW. 

Royal Australian Navy sailors and Australian Army soldiers march 
down Casino’s main street to the applause of locals. 

READ THE FULL ARTICLE     

READ THE FULL ARTICLE     

https://www.qld.gov.au/community/disasters-emergencies/disasters/money-finance/eligibility-apply/seq-flooding-february-2022
https://www.qld.gov.au/community/disasters-emergencies/disasters/money-finance/eligibility-apply/seq-flooding-february-2022
https://news.defence.gov.au/national/operation-flood-assist-2022
https://news.defence.gov.au/national/spirits-lifted-day-thanks
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Dedication of new Air Force memorial 
 

The Royal Australian Air Force 
dedicated a new memorial at Point 
Cook on 30 March that will forever 
honour the 350,000 Australians who 
have served in Air Force in its first 
century, including 11,191 Australians 
who died serving their nation.  Chief of 
Air Force, Air Marshal Mel Hupfeld, AO, 
DSC, said the new Air Force Centenary 
Memorial was a special place to pause 
and reflect on what Air Force personnel 
had contributed to Australia since 
1921, in times of conflict and in peace.  
“This memorial stands at the 
birthplace of the Royal Australian Air 
Force, as a tribute to the generations 

of Australians who have proudly worn the Air Force uniform," Air Marshal Hupfeld said.  “For more 
than 100 years, Air Force people have displayed courage, resilience, strength and humanity and 
given so much to protect the freedom we cherish today. 

“The sandstone memorial has been designed to be inclusive so every Air Force member, our 
veterans and their families, can connect with it. The memorial includes officer and enlisted rank 
insignia, and is representative of all employment groups within Air Force throughout the ages.   
“Air Force is proud to have a diverse workforce representative of the Australian community and 
this memorial symbolises every one of them."  On special occasions, a spotlight will point upwards 
from the memorial, looking forever skyward, honouring the 3143 Air Force members who have no 
known grave.  The dedication of the new memorial marked the formal conclusion of the Air Force 
Centenary program. The Centenary theme, ‘Then. Now. Always.’ is immortalised for future 
generations of aviators on the centrepiece of the memorial. 

  
 

General Defence News  
 

Air-to-air refuelling success 
 

Maintaining the capability edge, Royal 
Australian Air Force P-8A Poseidon 
aircraft and crews from No. 11 Squadron 
forward-deployed to RAAF Base Darwin 
to complete a series of air-to-air 
refuelling training missions in 
partnership with United States Air Force 
(USAF) KC-135 Stratotanker mission 
crew late last year. Departing from 
home base at Anderson Air Force Base, 
Guam, the USAF KC-135 rendezvoused 
with the RAAF P-8A Poseidon over the 
Philippine Sea to complete the missions 

The new Air Force Centenary Memorial is positioned in front of the RAAF Base 
Williams parade ground in Point Cook, Melbourne, and honours the service and 
sacrifice of all Air Force personnel over the past 100 years. 

A Royal Australian Air Force P-8A Poseidon aircraft from No. 11 Squadron 
prepares to be refuelled by an United States Air Force KC-135 Stratotanker 
aircraft during a training mission near the Philippine Sea. 

READ THE FULL ARTICLE     

https://news.defence.gov.au/service/air-force-centenary-memorial-dedication
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over three days.  Commanding Officer of No. 11 Squadron, Wing Commander Michael Sleeman, 
said this training delivered significant capability outcomes. 

“The purpose of the activity was to provide RAAF P-8A pilots and mission crew with training 
scenarios to maintain skill sets and deliver a breadth of experience operating with the USAF KC-
135 platform in the region,” Wing Commander Sleeman said.  “The integration and cooperation 
with USAF Pacific Air Force’s units validated tactics, techniques and procedures to optimise 
operational integration; from planning through to the execution phases of the air-to-air refuelling 
missions.   “Fundamentally, the success of the activity was due to the strong collaborative 
partnership we have with our USAF colleagues – increasing the professional mastery of all aviators 
involved in the training.” 

USAF deputy operations director Colonel David Rayman said there was a strong partnership 
between our services and our nations that delivered important mission effects. “The seamless 
integration of both Australian and United States air forces demonstrates the close partnership we 
share and the agile capabilities we project, re-enforcing the value we bring as a joint and combined 
force; as one cohesive, potent and formidable military force that can ‘fly, fight and win’ together,” 
Colonel Rayman said. 

 

 Defence soars into space 
 

As Defence enters into a new space era with the 
establishment of Defence Space Command, the 
release of the Defence Space Strategy sets a 
vector to assure Australia’s access to space for 
civilian and military uses. Chief of the Defence 
Force General Angus Campbell said space was 
critical to ADF warfighting effectiveness, 
situational awareness, and the delivery of real-
time communications in the current 
geostrategic environment. 
“We must be able to generate space power 
across the Defence portfolio, supporting the 
joint force, whole of government, allies and 
international partners. We must also protect 
billions of dollars’ worth of commercial and 

military assets against space debris, collisions and destructive acts,” General Campbell said. 

“The decision to create a single organisation to coordinate and manage Defence’s endeavours in 
space is significant. Defence Space Command brings members of Navy, Army, Air Force, the 
Australian Public Service and contractors together under an integrated headquarters reporting to 
the Chief of Air Force as the Space Domain Lead.”  

Chief of Air Force Air Marshal Mel Hupfeld said Defence had the responsibility of assuring 
Australia’s access to space for civilian and military users in a safe and sustainable space 
environment.  “Advancing Australia’s space power requires a shift in thinking that recognises and 
supports space as a contested operational domain rather than simply being an enabler to other 
domains,” Air Marshal Hupfeld said. “The Government has committed to significantly increasing 
investment in Defence’s space capabilities by investing around $7 billion this decade to assure our 
access to space, space services and geospatial information. 

 

READ THE FULL ARTICLE     

Air Vice-Marshal Catherine Roberts Commander Defence Space 
Command, at the opening of the Defence Space Command 
Headquarters, Fairbairn, ACT. 

READ THE FULL ARTICLE     

https://news.defence.gov.au/capability/air-air-refuelling-success
https://news.defence.gov.au/capability/defence-soars-space
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HMAS Canberra arrives home 
  

HMAS Canberra sailed back into Sydney Harbour 
on March 29 after completing the Australian 
Defence Force's ship-based support to Tonga. 
Canberra left Tongan waters after a farewell 
ceremony on March 22 for ADF, Republic of Fiji 
Military Forces and French Armed Forces in New 
Caledonia personnel in Nuku'alofa, attended by 
Tongan Deputy Prime Minister Poasi Tei.  ADF 
personnel deployed on Operation Tonga Assist 
2022 as part of the Australian Government's 
support to the Tongan Government following 
the devastating undersea volcanic eruption and 
subsequent tsunami in mid-January.  During its 
mission, Canberra delivered humanitarian and 
disaster relief stores and relieved 

HMAS Adelaide, which arrived in Tonga on January 26, 2022. 

Commanding Officer of Canberra, Captain Jace Hutchison, said the tsunami destroyed houses, 
washed cars into the ocean and contaminated water tanks.  “Once our people got onto the ground, 
they truly understood the devastating effects of the tsunami on the communities,” Captain 
Hutchison said.  “The Australian Defence Force and Australia has proven over and over again that 
we will come to the aid of our Pacific family during any humanitarian assistance and disaster relief 
situation, as they do for us.” 

Canberra, Adelaide and HMAS Supply worked closely with Tonga's Guardian-class patrol boats 
VOEA Ngahau Koula and Ngahau Siliva conducting reconnaissance operations, delivering 
humanitarian assistance, and distributing reconstruction materials.  

 

 
US crew thanked for their help 

United States Navy crew from USS Frank 
Cable were presented with the Brisbane city 
flag in recognition of their efforts in the post-
flood clean-up.  On an operational tour of 
Australia, the vessel serves in the US Seventh 
Fleet, based out of Guam. Upon hearing of the 
devastation caused by the floods, a large 
proportion of the crew volunteered to assist in 
the clean-up while berthed in Brisbane.  
Brisbane Mayor Adrian Schrinner welcomed the 
support from the crew while visiting Kedron 
Brook in Mitchelton, where the crew were 
assisting Australian Defence Force personnel 
clean up.  Mayor Schrinner presented the flag 
to Lieutenant Brandon Shellenberger, a 
weapons officer, who accepted the flag on behalf of the ship.  “This is a once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity to help the Brisbane community after the flood,” Lieutenant Shellenberger said.  

Deputy Prime Minister of Tonga,the Hon.Poasi Tei and Captain 
Jace Hutchison, Commanding Officer of HMAS Canberra 
exchange gifts after the farewell ceremony on Vunaexc wharf in 
Nuksalofa, Tonga. 

Brisbane Lord Mayor Adrian Schinner, cente, and Councillor 
Andrew Wines present Lieutenant Brandon Schellenberger with 
Brisbane;s flag as a token of thanks for the assistance of US 
personnel during Operation Flood Assist. 

READ THE FULL ARTICLE     

https://news.defence.gov.au/international/hmas-canberra-arrives-home
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“When I heard about the task, I immediately signed up. It was also a great way to meet other 
servicemen and women and get to know Australia. 

 

Defence Exercises  
 

Agile and lethal capabilities on show 
Aviators from Royal Australian Air Force’s No. 
1 Security Forces Squadron participated in 
Exercise Pacific Defender earlier this year at 
Andersen Air Force Base, Guam.  The exercise 
was a bilateral training and engagement 
activity conducted with the United States Air 
Force’s 736th Security Forces Squadron, with a 
primary objective of enhancing 
interoperability between security forces in the 
Indo-Pacific region. 
No. 1 Security Forces Squadron detachment 
commander, Squadron Leader Zacari Smit, 
said the program provided the squadrons with 
the opportunity to exchange tactics, 
techniques and procedures across multiple 

subjects. “We aimed at advancing our combat shooting, hand-to-hand combat, protected mobility, 
and military working dog capabilities,” Squadron Leader Smit said. “The success of the exchange 
was tested through a full-mission profile activity involving the short-notice protection of air and 
space capability nodes in a hostile operating environment.” 

The exercise enabled No. 1 Security Forces Squadron to demonstrate the agile and lethal 
capabilities of its close-combat teams, while protecting air and space assets from a well-trained 
enemy, and in terrain that accurately reflected the many small islands that characterise the Indo–
Pacific region.  

 

  

READ THE FULL ARTICLE     

Royal Australian Air Force airfield defence guards from No 1 Security 
Forces Squadron conduct as assault as part of Exercise Pacific 
Defender 2022 at Anderson Air Force Base, Guam. 

READ THE FULL ARTICLE     

https://news.defence.gov.au/capability/agile-and-lethal-capabilities-show
https://news.defence.gov.au/international/us-crew-thanked-their-help
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International 
 

A number of international organisations publish excellent material on issues which impact on our 
region.  
 
 
The Strategist published by the Australian Strategic Policy 
Institute.    
17 March 2022 by Peter Jennings 
Urgent need for radical thinking on Australia’s defence 
Image: Australian Department of Defence 
  
 
 
 
 
The Interpreter Weekly Digest published by the Lowy 
Institute  
17 March 2022 by Ian Hill  
What the Ukraine crisis means for the Indo-Pacific 
Image:  
Ukraine's Oleksandr Abramenko, China's Qi Guangpu and 
Russia's Ilia Burov on the podium during the Beijing 2022 
Winter Olympics, Zhangjiakou, China, 16 February 2022 (Marco Bertorello/AFP via Getty Images) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The USNI News Weekly Update  
16 March 2022 
by the US Naval Institute Staff 
Report to congress on AUKUS Nuclear Cooperation.  
  
 
 
 
 
 
The USNI News Weekly Update 
30 March 2022   by Sam LaGrone  
$773B Pentagon Budget Request Places Emphasis 
on China; Russia Now Poses ‘Acute Threats. 
Image: USA Department of Defence 
 
 
 
 

READ THE FULL ARTICLE     

READ THE FULL ARTICLE     

READ THE FULL ARTICLE     

READ THE FULL ARTICLE     

https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/urgent-need-for-radical-thinking-on-australias-defence/
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/what-ukraine-crisis-means-indo-pacific
https://news.usni.org/2022/03/16/report-to-congress-on-aukus-nuclear-cooperation?mc_cid=28d0e3f6c9&mc_eid=f2a93546e5
https://news.usni.org/2022/03/28/773b-pentagon-budget-request-places-emphasis-on-china-russia-now-poses-acute-threats?mc_cid=8035233f57&mc_eid=f2a93546e5
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About the Royal United Services Institute for Defence and Security 
Studies, NSW Inc 
 
 
 
Founded as the United Service Institution of New South Wales in 1888, the Royal United Services 
Institute for Defence and Security Studies, NSW (or RUSI NSW) is one of seven self-governing 
constituent bodies of the Royal United Services Institute for Defence and Security Australia 
Limited. 
 
The aim of RUSI NSW is to promote informed debate on, and to improve public awareness and 
understanding of, defence and national security. To this end, RUSI NSW:  
 
• educates the public about Australia’s defence and national security; 
• publishes a highly-respected professional journal; 
• provides a forum for the discussion of defence and security issues by conducting regular 

lectures, seminars conferences workshops and visits to defence and security 
establishments; 

• provides professional development programs; 
• operates a public library, specialising in defence and security literature dating from the late 

18th century to the current day; and 
• conducts social and networking functions for members 
 
 
The RUSI’s office and the Ursula Davidson Library are located in the Centenary Extension of the 
Anzac Memorial, Hyde Park South, with access from Liverpool Street – close to Museum railway 
station, buses and car parking stations. 
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