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Welcome to this month’s issue of the electronic newsletter of the Royal United
Services Institute for Defence and Security Studies NSW, Inc the aim of which is to
provide members, stakeholders, and other interested parties up to date news of
our latest activities and events as well as selective information on defence issues.

January 2022 Lecture
We hope to see you in the new year when we begin our new 2022 lecture series
"Australia's Regional Security"
Tuesday 25 January 2022
Start Time: 1300, at the Anzac Memorial Auditorium, Hyde Park South,
Sydney
Speaker: CAPT Chris Skinner RAN Ret'd
Subject: Nuclear Powered Submarines and other AUKUS technologies for
the ADF
Booking is essential - $10 RUSI Members, $15 non-members, $8 sandwich
plate.
Sandwiches will be available at 1200hr prior to the lecture
Book and pay by Monday 18 January 2022 at 9.00am
To book and pay via credit card - https://www.rusinsw.org.au/site/ActPay.php
or send money via EFT to BSB: 062 028 - Account: 1138 3565 followed by an email to our
office: office@rusinsw.org.au detailing the name of attendees and any sandwich orders.
Lectures are open to Members, their Guests and Visitors
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Institute Membership News
A special welcome is extended to the new members:
Ms Sue Blundell, Dr Philip Laird OAM, LT Lachlan Turner Richmond,
Emeritus Professor Antony Baden AO CM and Dr Kenneth Boston AO

Library and office notice
The RUSI NSW Office and Ursula Davidson Library and Reading room
will be closed from Thursday 23 December 2021
We will re-open on Monday 10 January 2022
All visitors to the Memorial and the Ursula Davidson library are required to be double vaccinated
against COVID-19 or have a valid medical exemption in accordance with NSW Health Orders and
the Memorial's Conditions of Entry Policy.
Please see the NSW Government Health information pages for more
information: https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19

FUTURE RUSI NSW LECTURES 2022
Lectures are open to Members, their Guests and Visitors. Start Time is 1300. These lectures are
held in the Anzac Memorial Auditorium, Hyde Park South, Sydney
Tuesday 22 February 2022
Speaker: AVM Kym Osley AM CSC Ret'd
Subject: The Role of the New South Wales Defence Advocate
Tuesday 29 March 2022
Speaker: The Air Combat Group
Subject: The F35 and the Loyal Wingman Programme
Past October 2021 Lecture on The History of the Aegis Combat
System presented by Commander Andrew Hough RAN CO
HMAS Sydney V
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RUSI NSW President’s Message November - December 2021
On behalf of the RUSI NSW Board, we send our very best regards to all our members and supporters, and
again state our thanks to all of you who have continued to support RUSI NSW through these difficult and
challenging times -Thank You!
We completed the December 2021 AGM, at which I presented a comprehensive
report on the Year’s activities. In this December newsletter I want to say thanks
to all who have contributed to making our 2021 RUSI NSW year a very successful
one- despite the many challenges of the COVID pandemic restrictions.
RUSI NSW 2022 Program of Activities
We look forward to seeing you at our functions in 2022, and a reminder that we
recommence with our first monthly lecture on 25 January - the day BEFORE
Australia Day 2022. This lecture will be on the vitally important AUKUS agreement
providing nuclear propulsion for our submarines, and delivered by one of our RUSI
NSW members CAPT Chris Skinner RAN (Ret’d); our February 2022 program will
be delivered by AVM Kym Ozley AM CSC the newly appointed NSW Defence Industry advocate; and the
RAAF Air Combat Group have agreed to present our March 2022 monthly lecture- on the topic of the F35
and Loyal wingman program.
We are using a WEB BASED booking service, and we request that you pre-book to attend- if you don’t book
but just turn up - you run the risk of not being able to enter the Memorial Auditorium if we have reached
our permitted COVID safe spacing numbers.
COVID Restrictions STILL Significantly Affecting Events Coming Up for RUSI NSW Members
With the easing of COVID restrictions we have now successfully resumed our ‘face to face’ lectures with a
high-quality visual presentation by Commander Andrew Hough RAN CO HMAS Sydney V in late October and
we thank him for his willingness to repeat it in early November in order for non-Metropolitan i.e., regional
Members to have the opportunity to attend.
I am also able to confirm that our new editor for United Service takes over duties as from 2022 when United
Service formally becomes our RUSI National Journal, and I again both welcome COL Joe Matthews (Ret’d)
as our new editor and again sincerely thanks BRIG David Leece (Ret’d) for his great work as over 17 + years
of editorship!
So-on behalf of the RUSI NSW Board and all RUSI NSW members, we wish each of you a very safe and happy
Festive Season, and we hope that it is a relaxing and joyous period for you.
Thank you for your interest and support in RUSI NSW.
Sincerely
Michael Hough RUSI NSW President

Introducing the incoming RUSI NSW Board Directors appointed at the 2021 AGM:

Ron Lyons

Jim Braid

Ian Mitchell

Diana Figgis

Christopher Skinner

To see all our Board Directors and office bearers click on this link here
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Special Interest Group on Strategy invites new members
The Special Interest Group on Strategy (Strategy SIG) was established in 2013 to
become a centre of expertise on, and a focus for the detailed study of, strategy. At the
same time, separate SIGs were formed for military history and defence industry.
Strategy is defined broadly to embrace defence, national security and foreign affairs at the policy
analysis and strategic [grand strategic, military strategic and operational] implementation levels.
The Strategy SIG seeks to:
• enhance members’ knowledge of strategy, including the evolution of strategic thought;
• maintain members’ awareness of current geo-strategic issues; and
• undertake research on nominated issues of current strategic interest with a view to
publishing the findings and, when appropriate, providing advice to government.
The SIG has prepared reading lists to assist members enhance their knowledge of strategy – most
listed books are available in the Institute’s Ursula Davidson Library. Summaries of current strategic
issues and links to online resources which elaborate on them are circulated by email to members
several times each month. When members indicate an interest in studying a specific topic, they
are helped to do so and to publish their findings. The extent of a member’s involvement in the SIG,
however, is a matter of personal choice. The majority of members participate more passively than
actively.
Any member of the Royal United Services Institute for Defence and Security Studies–Australia,
who has an interest in defence, national security and foreign affairs at the strategic level, may
apply to join the Strategy SIG.
If you would like to join, please either advise the Institute’s office at office@rusinsw.org.au or
either of the co-chairs, Brigadier David Leece AM PSM RFD ED (Ret’d) at david.leece@bigpond.com
or Lieutenant Colonel Ian Wolfe CSM RFD at ianmcwolfe@hotmail.com.

Ways to connect with RUSI NSW
Our website http://www.rusinsw.org.au/
LinkedIn group page - a great place to network https://www.linkedin.com/groups/3791242/
Defence's best kept secret: RUSI NSW on facebook https://www.facebook.com/RUSIDSSNSW/
Recordings of our past lectures

http://www.rusinsw.org.au/site/Videos.php

Subscribe to our YouTube channel http://www.rusinsw.org.au/YouTube
Books for sale list on our website: http://www.rusinsw.org.au/documents/Booksale.pdf
Getting to the Institute http://www.rusinsw.org.au/documents/Getting_to_the_Institute_2018.pdf
RUSI NSW Membership Renewal Renewal of your membership for 2021/2022
Register for our events email https://www.rusinsw.org.au/site/Events_Email.php
RUSI NSW Board and Patrons https://www.rusinsw.org.au/site/Committee.php
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Recent RUSI NSW Lectures – Catch up online
These recent lectures were recorded and can be viewed on YouTube or our Videos Page
Christmas Lunch Presentation 15 December 2021
Speaker: Ron Lyons RFD
Subject: Sydney at War 1939-1945
28 minutes

Lunchtime Lecture 14 December 2021
Speaker: Peter Hartcher
Subject: The Sir Hermann Black Lecture - 2021 The Year in Review
44 minutes
Seminar 23 November 2021
Subject: Island Australia - Improving Resilience in a Rapidly Changing Region
Part 1 includes an introduction by our Patron Her Excellency the Honourable Margaret
Beazley AC QC, Governor of NSW and laying the ground work for understanding our
defence position: Commander Australian Fleet; Commander Forces Command; RAAF Air Commander; and
Comd 2 Div
Part 2 is a revealing discussion covering Strategy and Resilience within Australian Academia and Defence
Industry
Lunchtime Lecture 28 September 2021 (online)
Speaker: Vice Admiral Tim Barrett AO, CSC, (Ret’d)
Subject: Rebuilding Australia’s Maritime Fleet
39 minutes

Lunchtime Lecture 24 August (online) 2021
Speaker: MAJGEN David Thomae, AM
Commander of the 2nd Division
Subject: Role of the 2nd Division within the Defence Mobilisation Framework
30 minutes
Lunchtime Lecture 27 July (online) 2021
Speaker: MAJGEN Susan Coyle, CSC DSM
Subject: Cyber Security and Resilience
33 minutes

Lunchtime Lecture 29 June (online) 2021
Speaker: Neville Tomkins OAM JP Chief Commissioner Scouts NSW
Subject: Scouts NSW - Creating 'Resilient Youth'
33 minutes

Lunchtime Lecture 25 May 2021
Speaker: Commodore Chris Smallhorn RAN (Ret’d) Ex-Comd Fleet Air Arm, now CEO
Coulson Air Tankers Bankstown
Subject: Maritime Security and Australia’s Sovereign Capacities and Resilience
64 minutes
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Latest Defence News
New Army Aviation Command established
The Chief of Army, Lieutenant General Rick Burr, AO, DSC, MVO, announced on 2 December the
establishment of a new Army Aviation Command, at a ceremonial
parade and helicopter flyover at Blamey Square, Canberra.
Lieutenant General Burr said the formation of the Army Aviation
Command was a significant achievement for the Australian Army and
the Australian Defence Force.

Six S70A-9 Black Hawk and MRH90
Taipan helicopters from 6 Aviation
Regiment fly over Russell Offices,
Canberra, to mark the establishment
of Army Aviation Command.

“The alignment of Army’s aviation capability under its own
command optimises Army Aviation to better support land,
amphibious and special operations,” Lieutenant General Burr said.
“The Command will improve resilience and adaptability and ensure
Army’s training system is agile and contemporary. “The unity, sense
of purpose and focus in a single command will support our land
forces to achieve more tasks, in more difficult environments.
“The command also represents the delivery of another key
milestone set out in the 2020 Defence Strategic Update and 2020
Force Structure Plan.” Commanded by Major General Stephen
Jobson, AM, CSC, Aviation Command will deliver aviation capability
to support Army’s land power to enable the Joint Force.

Army’s aviation capability provides aviation reconnaissance,
firepower support, air assault, and battlefield support and surveillance, in combined, joint and
interagency environments. Army operates various types of aircraft including the Boeing CH-47F
Chinook, Eurocopter Tiger armed reconnaissance helicopter, NH Industries MRH90 Taipan multirole helicopter and leased civil light utility helicopter. The full report can be accessed here

ADF Working with Solomon Islands
Since the 26 November, the ADF is working with the Royal Solomon Islands Police Force (RSIPF) to
restore calm after recent civil unrest in Solomon
Islands. This follows the Australian Government’s
response to a request from the Solomon Islands
Government under the 2017 bilateral security treaty
to assist with provision of safety and security in
Honiara. Around 100 ADF personnel have deployed
to support the whole-of-Government response
alongside officials from the Department of Foreign
Affairs and Trade and Australian Federal Police (AFP)
officers.
The Australian team have been joined by our Pacific Australian Army soldiers from Joint Task Group 637.3
to board a Royal Australian Air Force C-17A
partners from the Republic of Fiji Military Forces and prepare
Globemaster III aircraft at RAAF Base Townsville, to
Papua New Guinean Constabulary and Defence Force, deploy to the Solomon Islands on 26 November 2021.
and New Zealand Defence Force and Police.
Commander Joint Task Group 637.3 LTCOL Steve Frankel said the ADF was proud to support our
Pacific Island family. “Solomon Islands is part of our Pacific family and is one of our closest
neighbours,”

Official Newsletter of the Royal United Services
for Defence and Security Studies, NSW Inc
PageInstitute
|6
ABN 80 724 654 162 www.rusinsw.org.au office@rusinsw.org.au Telephone: (02) 8262 2922

7
LTCOL Frankel said. “The ADF is supporting the Royal Solomon Island Police Force alongside
Australian Federal Police. The situation in Honiara remains calm following the initial unrest, and
the RSIPF has done a great job to restore order.” The ADF contingent is from the Deployable Joint
Force Headquarters, Army’s 3rd, 6th and 17th Brigades, Royal Australian Air Force No. 4 Squadron
and Royal Australian Navy’s HMAS Armidale. The full report can be accessed here

Few realistic options for Defence to fill its submarine 'capability gap' before new
nuclear fleet – ABC News 4 Nov 21
In a blistering National Press Club address on Wednesday, 3rd November, France's ambassador
warned that Australia may have created
a submarine capability gap of up to 20
years by cancelling the contentious $90
billion project with his nation. Much of what
Jean-Pierre Thebault said during his hourlong critique of the federal government is
rigorously contested, but what is clear is
that the navy faces how to replace its ageing
Collins Class submarine fleet. Acquiring
nuclear submarines will take decades, and
Provided by ABC News – Australia’s submarines are getting old, but
over the next year or so Defence is studying
there’s no easy answer to replacing them
the numerous American and British options
available, as well as the various regulatory
and workforce hurdles involved.
Defence will begin the first comprehensive upgrade, or "Life of Type Extension", on a Collins Class
boat in 2026, meaning it can be kept in the water for another decade — until 2036, when it was
scheduled to be replaced by the first French-designed Attack Class boat. Similarly, a second
submarine will have its life extended in 2028, with the subsequent decommissioning to occur
roughly a decade later, and so on, until all six Collins Class boats are eventually replaced before
2050.

General Defence News
Navy welcomes largest group of new officers in seven decades
Almost 300 Royal Australian Navy (RAN) members have completed officer training in 2021 – the
largest cohort of new officers to graduate in a single year since the 1950’s. This week of 2
December, 125 RAN members graduated from the New Entry Officers’ Course (NEOC) at the Royal
Australian Naval College in Jervis Bay. Another 173 officers completed the world-class leadership
course in the first half of 2021. This year’s NEOC graduates come from all over Australia and from
a range of backgrounds, including high-school leavers and professionals looking to switch careers.
Chief of Navy, Vice Admiral Michael Noonan said it was great to see such a large number of new
officers from diverse backgrounds graduating at a time of significant growth and change for Navy.
“These officers will be the future leaders of a Navy that will look vastly different to the one I
joined,” Vice Admiral Noonan said. “Our Navy is growing to operate and maintain the new and
more complex ships and systems that will enter service over the coming years. Our People will be
highly specialised, working with cutting-edge technology including robotics, autonomous systems
and artificial intelligence. The full report can be accessed here
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Vanuatu Government National Emergency Radio Network operational in time for
high-risk weather season
On 2 December the Vanuatu Police Force (VPF) and Australian Defence Force (ADF) have
progressed delivery of the Vanuatu Government National
Emergency Radio Network in time for the upcoming high risk
weather season. The emergency network connects police posts
across Vanuatu’s six provinces, enabling inter-island
communication during emergencies with police headquarters and
the National Disaster Management Office (NDMO). Commander
Deployable Joint Force Headquarters Major General Scott Winter
said the ADF is proud to partner with the VPF to support Vanuatu’s
priorities.
“The devastation from Tropical Cyclone Harold in 2020 reinforced
the priority of radio communications for Vanuatu,” Major General
Winter said. “This project will connect communities, enhance
Vanuatu’s disaster resilience, and support an increased police
presence.” Vanuatu’s Commissioner of Police Robson Lavro
highlighted the importance of the upgraded radio network for the
people of Vanuatu. “I recall difficulty accessing the digital networks
during these disasters,” Commissioner Lavro said.

Australian Army signallers erect a
4011 High Frequency Antenna on the
National Disaster Management Office
Headquarters in Port Vila, Vanuatu,
during the Vanuatu Government
National Emergency Radio Network
project.

The Vanuatu Government National Emergency Radio Network is
being delivered in partnership between the VPF and ADF under the
Vanuatu-Australia Defence Cooperation Program. Another ADF
contingent will deploy next year to continue delivery of this far-reaching project with the VPF.
The full report can be accessed here

Spectacular display for Wings over Illawarra on NSW south coast
From the extreme roar of jet engines to the gentle purr of pistons, aircraft criss-crossed the skies
above the south coast of NSW for a remarkable two
days of aerial demonstrations and flypasts to the
delight of onlookers at the 2021 Wings Over
Illawarra Airshow on November 27 and 28. The
weather threatened the event with strong winds and
low cloud cover but once eased, the classic military
aircraft of No. 100 Squadron, melded with
supersonic multi-role jets including the cutting-edge
technology of Air Force's latest generation fighter
the F-35A Lightning II, and its predecessor the
An F-35A Lighting II aircraft performs an aerial display at the
versatile F/A-18A Hornet.
2021 Wings Over Illawarra Airshow in NSW

The displays attracting huge public interest featured
an F/A-18A/B Hornet and Air Force's first-ever public aerobatic display of the F-35A Lightning II,
much to the delight of its pilot, Flight Lieutenant Ross Bowman, from No.2 Operational Conversion
Unit, who was keen to inspire the crowd the way he had been inspired when watching airshows
as a child. The full report can be accessed here
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Naval workboat celebrates 40 years on the job
On 2 December Naval Workboat Otter, Navy’s longest serving workboat, recently marked its 40th
birthday at HMAS Cairns. The original designer
and port services crew were joined by
Commanding Officer HMAS Cairns Commander LCDR Kevin Whatling, Naval Architect Mr Marc Richards, CHAP
Glenn Williams and Chaplain Bradley Galvin at the Bradley GalvinMarine Services Juan Camilo Ruiz Del Rio
Hydrographic Systems Operator Suzanne Burton and CO
small boats pontoon for the celebrations.
HMAS Cairns CMDR Glenn Williams on Naval Workboat Otter
at HMAS Cairns

Resplendent in a fresh coat of paint with her call
sign flying proudly, Otter was saluted with cake
and a blessing for 40 more years of good service.
One of 22 aluminium workboats built by North
Queensland Engineers & Agent (NQEA) in Cairns in the 1970s and 80s for the Navy and Army, Naval
Workboat Otter is the last left afloat.
Traditionally referred to as ‘black-and-whites’, workboats were used at ports across the country.
Seven of the vessels saw service with Army, the only difference from the Navy models was the
choice of a General Motors engine instead of the Caterpillar.
The workboat's design was ahead of its time, making use of steering nozzles and an in-built dive
station. NQEA went on to build the Fremantle Class Patrol Boats and the Leeuwin
Class Hydrographic Survey Ships. The full report can be accessed here

Safety key to working together
The Defence Aviation Safety Authority (DASA) has given the safety tick of approval to 10 military
aviation authorities (MAA) and 26 civil
authorities. DASA has been recognised by
10 MAAs in return. The ADF aligned with a
global convention on military airworthiness
and safety in 2016, making it necessary for
DASA to “recognise” the equivalent
coalition partner and civilian organisations.
DASA’s Cameron Clanchy explained the
importance of this recognition. “DASA is
responsible for independently assuring
aviation safety within Defence,” Mr Clanchy
said. “The Defence aviation community
RAAF and US aviators discuss the maintenance of an aircraft
regularly interacts with allies, partners and
service providers working under the oversight of other aviation safety authorities. “Recognition is
DASA’s way of establishing the competence of those other authorities as well as the credibility and
defensibility of their respective aviation safety management frameworks. Mr Clanchy said
recognising partner nations’ equivalent organisations was a huge task. “Our most significant
efforts lately have been the renewal of our recognition of the US Air Force and US Army MAAs,”
Mr Clanchy said.
DASA follows a recognition process established through a Five Eyes Air Force Interoperability
Council standard. The full report can be accessed here
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Army aviation capability bolstered
Army’s aviation capability has been enhanced with two Leonardo AW139 helicopters joining the
5th Aviation Regiment in Townsville. The
two leased AW139s will be used to support
Defence’s major exercises and training, and
assist with emergency response activities
including during the high-risk weather
season. The helicopters have similar
performance to the MRH90 and will be
used to support aircrew development and
currency requirements when combat
aircraft are not available. The contract
with Helicorp Pty Ltd (Toll Helicopters), has
met all milestones, with training, aircraft
AW139 helicopter flown by pilots from the 5th Aviation
serviceability
and
flying-hour Leonardo
Regiment at Lavarack Barracks, Townsville
requirements exceeding expectations.
Commander Army Aviation Command Major General Stephen Jobson said the AW139 contract
would ensure Army aircrew were ready for operational tasking.
“The Army interim commercial helicopter capability will provide Army aircrew with flying
proficiency and currency training on an advanced digital aircraft,” Major General Jobson said.
“Maintaining these advanced digital cognitive skills is essential for operating complex modern
combat helicopters now and into the future.”
The contract for the two leased Leonardo AW139 helicopters covers training, maintenance,
logistics and continuing airworthiness support.
The initial contract ends on June 30, 2023, with options for two 12-month extensions.

New patrol boat launched
The first of six Evolved Cape-class patrol boats was recently launched at the Austal Ships shipyard
in Henderson, Western Australia. Head Maritime Systems Rear Admiral Wendy Malcolm said the
vessels would replace the Navy’s Armidale-class patrol boats and would be used as interim patrol
platforms until the commissioning of the Arafuraclass offshore patrol vessels. “The Evolved Capeclass patrol boats will ensure the Royal Australian
Navy is well-equipped to keep Australia’s borders
safe,” Rear Admiral Malcolm said. “With all six
Evolved Cape-class patrol boats to be built in WA, we
are continuing to strengthen Australia’s naval
capability while supporting local jobs.” Austal has
commenced construction on the remaining five
The first Evolved Cape-class patrol boat in the water after
boats, the first of which is expected to be accepted
being launched.
by the Navy early next year. The full report can be
accessed here
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Defence Exercises
Australian Navy completes exercise with Canada, Germany, Japan and US
Two Royal Australian Navy (RAN) vessels have finished nine days of maritime warfare training with
four nations during ANNUALEX 2021 HMA
ships Brisbane and Warramunga joined the United
States Navy, Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force,
Royal Canadian Navy and German Navy in the
Philippine
Sea
to
practice
maritime
communications, flying operations, replenishments
at sea, anti-submarine and anti-air warfare.
Commander of the Australian Fleet, Rear Admiral
Mark Hammond, said ANNUALEX was an excellent
example of positive navy-to-navy cooperation for
Ships from Australia, Canada, Germany and Japan sail in
the RAN.
“Navy’s thorough program of
formation during ANNUALEX 2021 in the Philippine Sea.
engagement with our partner nations was key
to Brisbane and Warramunga’s success during ANNUALEX 2021,” Rear Admiral Hammond said.
“We worked closely with each of the participating nations, integrating our ships into the exercise
which highlighted the importance of our enduring commitment to cooperating with our regional
partners.” Commanding Officer of HMAS Brisbane, Commander Aaron Cox, said ANNUALEX 2021
had bolstered the ties between navies. The full report can be accessed here

Griffin Eagle tests key aviation capabilities
The 1st Aviation Regiment has spread it wings over the Arizona desert, having deployed a
squadron of Armed Reconnaissance Helicopter
(ARH) Tigers to California, USA, in August and
September to work alongside their US Marine Corps
(USMC) counterparts. Exercise Griffin Eagle also
provided the Australians with an opportunity to
further develop their attack and reconnaissance
aviation capability through training and
interoperability activities.
The Officer Commanding Task Unit Marlin Major
Jason Perrins said a range of previous pilot exchange Australian Army Ground Crew Aircraft Support personnel, of
programs meant there was an established the 1st Aviation Regiment, re-arm ARH Tigers at a US
Marine Corps CH-53E Super Stallion air deployed ground
relationship with the USMC that could be built upon refuel point, during Exercise Griffin Eagle.
by the visiting squadron. “A few years ago, I flew
Cobra helicopters on the US West Coast as part of the exchange program,” Major Perrins said. “In
recent years, close relationships have also been formed with the Marine Rotational Force – Darwin
and 31st Marine Expeditionary Unit during combined exercises in Australia. “Being able to
complete a number of training qualification activities with the USMC was a key outcome of the
deployment.” Major Perrins said the ARH Tiger performed well in the desert conditions.
The full report can be accessed here
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Marathon mission boosts interoperability
C-17A Globemaster III crews flew a marathon mission with the United States Air Force across the
western Pacific for Exercise Global Dexterity
21. Covering 9000 kilometres, the November
13 mission involved training with a refuelling
tanker before crews rehearsed a military
free-fall airdrop to an objective drop zone in
the western Pacific.
Two RAAF C-17As flew the 11-hour mission
and rendezvoused with a United States
Pacific Air Forces (PACAF) C-17A from the
535th Airlift Squadron. Flight Lieutenant
Nicholas Power, from No. 36 Squadron, led
the RAAF C-17A formation. “We had two
A RAAF pilot with No. 36 Squadron in the cockpit of a C-17A
Globemaster during Exercise Global Dexterity 21. The helmet and
planning days using secure teleconferencing
oxygen mask are worn when performing airdrops
to coordinate between ourselves at RAAF
Base Amberley, and the 535th Airlift
Squadron in Hawaii,” Flight Lieutenant Power said. RAAF Base Scherger is a bare base located in
far north Queensland on Cape York Peninsula.
“Exercise Global Dexterity deepens an already strong relationship between No. 36 Squadron and
the PACAF’s 535th Airlift Squadron, and demonstrates our ability to cooperatively project Joint
Force elements deep into the Indo-Pacific.” Flight Lieutenant Matthew Huber, who led the exercise
development this year, said Global Dexterity was first established in 2019. “Exercise Global
Dexterity 21 provided relevant and real world experience to junior C-17A crews, who may not have
otherwise had the opportunity to plan and execute an ‘over-the-horizon’ mission with a combined
formation,” Flight Lieutenant Huber said. The full report can be accessed here

Warriors share knowledge
A contingent of ADF personnel from 21 units has completed a training mission in Papua New
Guinea (PNG). The personnel in late August
deployed to PNG for the annual Olgeta
Warrior training series following
postponements because of COVID-19.
Olgeta Warrior 21 provided an opportunity
for the ADF personnel to develop close
partnerships with their Papua New Guinea
Defence Force (PNGDF) counterparts to
enhance
capability
and
develop
interoperability between forces.
Participating soldiers were drawn from
Army’s 3rd Brigade Headquarters, 3rd Corporal Georgie Estens delivers environmental health training to
Papua New Guinea Defence Force personnel at Taurama Barracks,
Combat Service Support Battalion (3CSSB), Papua New Guinea
3rd Combat Engineer Regiment, 4th and
20th Regiments of the Royal Australian Artillery (RAA), ADF Malaria and Infectious Disease
Institute, 1st Intelligence Battalion and the 1st Military Police Battalion.
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The Olgeta Warrior Mobile Training Team (MTT) delivered specialist courses and training in
combat signals, environmental health and preventative medicine, tactical intelligence, driver
training, unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV) operations and military police training package
development. The full report can be accessed here

Australia and Indonesia conduct combined maritime patrol
The Royal Australian Navy (RAN) and the Indonesian Navy (TNI-AL) have completed a coordinated
maritime patrol to enhance security along
our shared maritime border as part of
AUSINDO CORPAT 2021. The five-day patrol
conducted by Armidale Class Patrol Boat
HMAS Ararat and
TNI-AL
vessels
KRI Kerapu and KRI Sura was the eleventh
iteration of AUSINDO CORPAT and reflected
the enduring defence partnership between
Australia and Indonesia. AUSINDO CORPAT
took place in the waters between Australia
and Indonesia, with a specific focus on the
deterrence of illegal fishing.
The five-day patrol conducted by Armidale Class Patrol Boat

Commander of the Australian Fleet, Rear HMAS Ararat and TNI-AL vessels KRI Kerapu and KRI Sura.
Admiral Mark Hammond, said the
coordinated patrol demonstrated Australia’s enduring commitment to the Indo-Pacific region.
“Indonesia is an essential partner for Australia. We share security challenges and a firm
commitment to a rules-based maritime order, underpinned by adherence to international law,”
Rear Admiral Hammond said. “AUSINDO CORPAT tested and proved our shared mariner skills,
techniques and procedures and refined our ability to work together in cooperative maritime
surveillance, security and interdiction.” “By working together, we improve regional maritime
security and promote a stable, inclusive and resilient region based on international law.” The
coordinated patrol was conducted in a contactless manner to help prevent the spread of COVID19.

Defence Industry
Telstra continues delivery of Defence critical network and telecommunication
services
The Department of Defence has signed a contract with Telstra to continue the delivery of critical
network and telecommunications services in support of Defence operations. The contract, valued
at over $1 billion, will extend and refresh the Terrestrial Communications Services Contract with
Telstra for five years. These services support the capabilities delivered under Joint Project 2047, a
multi-phased project designed to improve Defence networked communications infrastructure,
which has recently reached Final Operating Capability.
These enhancements to Defence’s communications systems have comprehensively transformed
Defence network infrastructure and mobility communication platforms, delivering enhanced
network performance and resilience as well as voice, video and other collaborative tools and
services. The capability delivered through Joint Project 2047 and the partnership with Telstra has
been instrumental in supporting various Defence Operations, including Operation Bushfire Assist
and COVID-19. The full report can be accessed here
Official Newsletter of the Royal United Services
for Defence and Security Studies, NSW Inc
PageInstitute
| 13
ABN 80 724 654 162 www.rusinsw.org.au office@rusinsw.org.au Telephone: (02) 8262 2922

14

International
A number of international organisations publish excellent material on issues which impact on our
region.
The Interpreter Weekly Digest 2 Dec 21 by Sasha Fegan “Kurt Campbell
on what America is for, “rather than what we’re against” with Lowy
Institute Executive Director Michael Fullilove video reporting on the
shape of the region. The full report can be accessed here.
The Interpreter Weekly Digest 4 Nov 21 by Ethan Paul “What Australia
needs to ask itself about the United States”. The opening sentence is “As
the US embraces “strategic competition”, its impetuous nationalism
has implications for Canberra”. The full report can be accessed here
The Strategist, The Australian Strategic Policy Institute (ASPI) journal 2
December 2021 by Brendan Nicholson “Dutton: War with China
would be ‘catastrophic’ and mustn’t be allowed to happen” The full
report can be accessed here
The Strategist, the Australian Strategic Policy Institute (ASPI) journal
21st October 2021 by Huon Curtis “How Australian AI will benefit from
AUKUS.” The full report can be accessed here
The Strategist, the Australian Strategic Policy Institute (ASPI) journal
15th October 2021 by Marcus Hellyer "Can Australia get second-hand
nuclear submarines?” The full report can be accessed here
The USNI Weekly News USNI News Weekly Update 2nd December 2021
by Dzirhan Mahadzir “Australian Prime Minister: Chinese Navy Has
“Every Right to Operate In Our Exclusive Economic Zone”. The full
report can be accessed here

USNI News Weekly Update 3rd November 2021
“’Quad’ Will Continue to Push Back Against Chinese Aggression in
Indo-Pacific” by John Grady. The full report can be accessed here
USNI News Weekly Update 2nd November 2021 “Commercial Radar
Satellites Reveal Russian Stealth Fighter” by H. I. Sutton. The full
article can be accessed here
USNI News Weekly Update October 29, 2021 “Australia Needs
“Bigger, Better Submarines Now Says Former Prime Minister” by
John Grady. The full article can be accessed here
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About the Royal United Services Institute for Defence and Security
Studies, NSW Inc

Founded as the United Service Institution of New South Wales in 1888, the Royal United Services
Institute for Defence and Security Studies, NSW (or RUSI NSW) is one of seven self-governing
constituent bodies of the Royal United Services Institute for Defence and Security Australia
Limited.
The aim of RUSI NSW is to promote informed debate on, and to improve public awareness and
understanding of, defence and national security. To this end, RUSI NSW:
•
•
•

•
•
•

educates the public about Australia’s defence and national security;
publishes a highly-respected professional journal;
provides a forum for the discussion of defence and security issues by conducting regular
lectures, seminars conferences workshops and visits to defence and security
establishments;
provides professional development programs;
operates a public library, specialising in defence and security literature dating from the late
18th century to the current day; and
conducts social and networking functions for members

The RUSI’s office and the Ursula Davidson Library are located in the Centenary Extension of the
Anzac Memorial, Hyde Park South, with access from Liverpool Street – close to Museum railway
station, buses and car parking stations.
_______________________________________________________________________
Royal United Services Institute for Defence and Security Studies, NSW e-Newsletter
Content supplied by Past President, Group Captain Doug J Roser (Ret'd) and Theodora Fox
Presentation and layout provided by Institute Board Member Ms Theodora Fox.
Newsletter is distribution by Office Manager Philip Wood.
_______________________________________________________________________
RUSI NSW & Copyright
Unless otherwise attributed, all images in this newsletter are sourced from
Department of Defence under their copyright rules
http://images.defence.gov.au/fotoweb/
This work is copyright. You may download, display, print and reproduce this material in unaltered form only
(retaining this notice and imagery metadata) for your personal, non-commercial use.

_______________________________________________________________________

Official Newsletter of the Royal United Services
for Defence and Security Studies, NSW Inc
PageInstitute
| 15
ABN 80 724 654 162 www.rusinsw.org.au office@rusinsw.org.au Telephone: (02) 8262 2922

