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Welcome to this month’s issue of the electronic newsletter of the Royal United 
Services Institute for Defence and Security Studies NSW, Inc the aim of which is to 
provide members, stakeholders, and other interested parties up to date news of 
our latest activities and events as well as selective information on defence issues.   
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Institute Membership News  
 

A special welcome is extended to the new member:    Mr Aaron Patrick    
 
 
 
 
 

RUSI NSW Events  
Due to COVID-19 restrictions and the extended lockdown in Sydney, our lectures will 
be online – please check our webpages for updates 
 

In the interests of safeguarding our members and friends we advise all to take sensible 
precautions.  RUSI NSW will continue to advise you of our future events and any further change to 
our lecture program.  
 

Please see the NSW Government Health information pages for information regarding 
restrictions:    https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19  
 
 

 

Anzac Memorial, Hyde Park 
South, Sydney NSW 2000 

 
PO Box A778 SYDNEY SOUTH 

NSW 1235 
 

www.rusinsw.org.au       
 

office@rusinsw.org.au  
Telephone: (02) 8262 2922    

http://www.rusinsw.org.au/Newsletter
https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19
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Please be advised that this lecture will be recorded rather than be face-to-face and 
can be viewed on our YouTube or our Videos Page   
 

28 September 2021 Lecture 
Speaker:  Vice Admiral Tim Barrett AO, CSC, (Ret’d) Lunchtime Lecture at 
the Anzac Memorial Auditorium    Start: 1.00pm   Subject:  Rebuilding 
Australia’s Maritime Fleet 
 

Details: ‘Sea blindness’ is a term often used to describe an island nation’s 
antipathy towards its maritime environment. In Australia today, there is 
much discussion about future naval capability but very little debate about 
the health of Australia’s broader maritime industry. The Covid pandemic has 

forcefully demonstrated that resilience in this industry is not guaranteed. Vice Admiral Barrett will 
discuss the state of the maritime industry, its relationship with Navy and efforts to rebuild the 
capability. 
 

About the speaker: Vice Admiral Tim Barrett retired from the Royal Australian Navy in 2018 after 
a 42-year career.  In his last role, as Chief of Navy and professional head of the Service, he 
progressed plans to regenerate Navy capability which is manifest in the National Ship Building Plan 
and contracts for new submarines, frigates and patrol boats.  He now advises on a broad range of 
maritime issues to government and industry and sits on a number of related boards. 
In uniform he initially trained as a mariner but later specialized in aviation.  Serving at sea and 
ashore, he gained extensive command experience at all ranks but most notably as the Commander 
of the Australian Navy Aviation Group, Commander Border Protection Command and Commander 
of the Australian Fleet.  He also has broad experience in staff positions dealing in capability 
development and personnel management. 
 

He holds a Bachelor of Arts in Politics and History and a Masters of Defence Studies, both from the 
University of New South Wales, and has completed the Advanced Management Program at 
Harvard Business School. In early 2017 he published ‘The Navy and the Nation: Australia's Maritime 
Power in the 21st Century’ in which he outlined the extensive opportunities for Navy and Australia 
as steps are taken to implement the planned investment in naval capability outlined in the Defence 
White Paper 2016 and the National Shipbuilding Plan over the coming decades.  
 
 

Tuesday 26 October 2021 Lecture   
Please note: It is likely that this lecture will be recorded and made available on 
the RUSI NSW website and YouTube channel. 
 

Speaker:  Commander Andrew Hough RAN, Commanding Officer HMAS 
Sydney V 
Subject: The History of the Aegis Combat System.  Background and 
development of the combat system fitted to the Hobart Class DDG and 
selected for the Hunter Class Frigate. This lecture is aimed to educate the RUSI 

audience on the capability of an Aegis ship and some of the implications of becoming an all-Aegis 
Navy. Commander Andrew Hough RAN biography  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQ9ghBL_V9X5Cp4DLSTMfXw/videos
http://www.rusinsw.org.au/site/Videos.php
https://www.navy.gov.au/biography/commander-andrew-hough
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RUSI NSW SEMINAR          
 

ISLAND AUSTRALIA – IMPROVING RESILIENCE  
IN A RAPIDLY CHANGING REGION 

 

on Tuesday 23 November 2021 at the Anzac Memorial 
Auditorium, Hyde Park Sydney NSW from 1.00pm to 

5.00pm. 
 
The topics and speakers will include: 
The Contribution of RAN to Improving Resilience 
Commander Australian Fleet: RADM Mark Hammond AM RAN 
 

Contribution of Forces Command to Improving Resilience 
Commander Forces Command: MAJGEN Matt Pearce AM 
 

Contribution of RAAF to Improving Resilience 
Air Commander Australia: AVM Joe Iervasi AM CSC 
 

Contribution of ADF to Civil Resilience 
Commander 2nd Division: MAJGEN David Thomae AM 
 

NSW Defence Industry Strategy and Resilience 
NSW Defence Advocate: AVM Kym Osley AM CSC (Ret’d) 
 

Contribution of NSW Based Industry to Improving Resilience 
Chief Executive Officer of Thales Australia and New Zealand: Mr. 
Chris Jenkins 
 

Contribution of Universities and Research in Improving Resilience 
Vice Chancellor of University of Newcastle (and previous Chief 
Defence Scientist): Prof Alex Zelinsky AO. 
 

Our RUSI NSW Patron the Governor Her Excellency the 
Honourable Margaret Beazley AC QC will open the seminar via 
a virtual presentation.  

 

Her Excellency the 
Honourable Margaret 

Beazley AC QC 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

RADM Mark Hammond 
AM RAN 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MAJGEN Matt Pearce AM 

 

AVM Joe Iervasi AM CSC 

Prof Alex Zelinsky AO Mr. Chris Jenkins AVM Kym Osley AM 
CSC (Ret’d) 

MAJGEN David Thomae 
AM 

 
Details will be provided shortly on the seminar program and how you can register to attend this 
interesting seminar. It is likely that you will need to be fully vaccinated against COVID-19 to be 
able to attend the Anzac Memorial. 
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RUSI NSW President’s Message 13 September 2021 
 

My regards to all our members and supporters and especially to those still in 
COVID lockdown. I again state my thanks to all of you who have continued to 
support RUSI NSW through these difficult and challenging times, and to all 
those who have now renewed their membership -Thank You! 
 

Some Communication Difficulties 
The COVID lockdown is still preventing us from accessing our RUSI NSW office 
(or mailbox), if you have tried to communicate with us only by traditional 
mail- please be patient as we may not yet have been able to process, including 
your membership renewal by e.g., cheque. Increasingly, we are relying on 
email and social media to make effective contact with our membership, but our email system data 
reveals that only about 35% of the emails that we are sending out to our membership are actually 
opened by recipients.  
We accept that some people simply are not interested but please could you: - 

1) check with our RUSI NSW Office manager Graham Brown that we have your correct email 
address by emailing to us: - office@rusinsw.org.au 

2) Check that your email system is not sending our messages direct to your Spam/ Trash, and 
if so redirect them to your active in-tray. Thanks! 

 

COVID Restrictions Significantly Affecting Events for RUSI NSW Members 
Due to the NSW COVID restrictions continuing, some RUSI NSW activities have again been altered 
in format- including VADM Barrett’s September lecture (webcast only), we ask for your patience 
and support during these challenging times! 
We hope that with the easing of COVID restrictions we can resume our ‘face to face’ lectures in 
late October but even if we do for the October lecture (by Commander Andrew Hough RAN CO 
HMAS Sydney V), we will still be severely restricted with numbers able to legally attend. We WILL 
be using a booking service, to pre book to attend- OR you will run the risk of not being able to 
enter the Memorial seminar rooms if we have reached our COVID safe spacing numbers.  
 

Our RUSI NSW Annual General Meeting - December 2021 
We have made the decision to delay our required AGM till the scheduled December ‘face to face’ 
meeting, I request your support by providing us with your nominations for RUSI NSW Board 
positions. We are especially seeking a nominee for our Treasurer Board position, and we are very 
underrepresented for younger serving ADF members and females as Board members. 
 

RUSI NSW Tuesday 23rd November Major Seminar     
A Reminder- The seminar has been confirmed as definitely ON - with the involvement of some 
VERY senior and experienced ADF and Defence Industry presenters- including our RUSI NSW Vice 
Patrons: - RAN Fleet Commander/ Commander Forces Command/ RAAF Air Commander/ 
Commander 2nd Div / CEO of Thales Australia and NZ. In addition, the newly appointed NSW 
Defence Industry advocate and the Vice Chancellor of University of Newcastle and ex Head of DSTO- 
will all speak at that afternoon Seminar. Please see more details in this Newsletter and soon our 
RUSI NSW website. 
 

Finally, can you help by becoming more active with RUSI NSW?  We have many options for ways 
you can assist us as a volunteer. If you are interested, please contact us to discuss possibilities for 
service that suit us both, and if you leave us a message, then we will contact you back as soon as 
possible.     Thank you for your interest and support in RUSI NSW 
 
Sincerely, Michael Hough    RUSI NSW President 
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RUSI NSW SEP 2021 NEWSLETTER UPDATE 
The RUSI NSW Strategic Plan 2021-2025 

At its August 2021 meeting, the RUSI NSW Board approved that the current version of the Strategic 
Plan be published (using a partial summary format), so that members and followers can be briefed 
on the framework that has been adopted. 
The implementation details will follow in later newsletters, and the Board has accepted that the 
strategic plan is a ‘work in progress’ document that will need to be updated and changed, at the 
implementation level in particular, as we react to a rapidly changing world. 
At the higher levels of purpose and focus, here following are the RUSI NSW plans for future 
achievement, as agreed by the RUSI NSW Board, and it is hoped that in reading these details, you 
will be attracted to what we are setting out to achieve, and you will agree to assist us by 
volunteering to assist and / or nominating for the Board at the December 2021 AGM. 
Michael Hough 
President 
 

RUSI NSW STRATEGIC PLAN 2021-2025 
 

OUR VISION 
By 2025, RUSI NSW will be confirmed as a Centre of Excellence in promoting and informing the 
community on issues concerning the National Security of Australia. 
 

Our Foundations 
RUSI NSW is built upon the wisdom, efforts and contributions of over 130 years of dedicated 
volunteers who have contributed to informing and contributing to the National Security of 
Australia. 
 

RUSI NSW Values Integrity/ Dedication/ Fellowship   
RUSI NSW values are built on the integrity of our members; our dedication to improving 
understandings about defence and security studies, and the bonds of fellowship in pursuing a 
common professional purpose. 
 

RUSI NSW will focus on achieving the Following GOALS 
GOAL 1 
To co-operate with other agencies to become a recognized Centre of Excellence in developing 
professional and community awareness of Defence and Security studies   
 
GOAL 2 
To build a stronger network of RUSI Constituent Bodies to enable RUSI National to be a 
significant partner to, and influencer of, ADF policies and behaviour(s).    
 
GOAL 3 
To build a strong network of co-operation with NSW based ADF units; Defence Industries and 
Universities located in NSW, to promote informed debate about National Security Studies in 
NSW  
 

GOAL 4  
To develop and promote a growing range of activities based on relevant scholarship and 
research, in support of National Security studies, including professional development activities 
 

GOAL 5 
To promote greater community involvement and support for the Anzac Memorial and the RUSI 
Library of National Significance 
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Ways to connect with RUSI NSW    
    

Our website    http://www.rusinsw.org.au/ 
 

LinkedIn group page - a great place to network https://www.linkedin.com/groups/3791242/ 
 

Defence's best kept secret: RUSI NSW on facebook https://www.facebook.com/RUSIDSSNSW/  
    

Recordings of our past lectures       http://www.rusinsw.org.au/site/Videos.php  
 

Subscribe to our YouTube channel    http://www.rusinsw.org.au/YouTube    

 

Books for sale list on our website: http://www.rusinsw.org.au/documents/Booksale.pdf 

 

Getting to the Institute http://www.rusinsw.org.au/documents/Getting_to_the_Institute_2018.pdf  

 

RUSI NSW Membership Renewal    Renewal of your membership for 2021/2022  

 

Register for our events email  https://www.rusinsw.org.au/site/Events_Email.php  

 

Legacy Needs Your Help 

Legacy is an Australian charity dedicated to the welfare of 
families of Australian Defence Force (ADF) personnel who have 
given their lives or health.  They receive less than one per cent 
of their funding from the government and rely on generous 
supporters, like you, to continue the vital work.  Your support this year is particularly important 
with the cancellation, due to COVID, of their major fundraising event - Legacy Week held annually 
since the 1940s. 

Today, we ask you to help our veterans’ families who need your support more than ever. Your 
support means Legacy can stay connected with our most vulnerable widows and children.  It 
means putting food on the table of some of our young families.  Legacy Week was 29 August to 4 
September, but it is not too late to help by giving a gift, big or small, to support our veterans’ 
families. Your generosity helps families out of immediate crises and on a road towards self-
reliance.  You can do this by:  Donating at www.legacyweek.com.au     EFT to BSB 032 000 Account 
No: 883364 Account Name: Sydney Legacy: Ref: Your name.   Sending a cheque to:  Sydney Legacy 
- Locked Bag 8, Queen Victoria Building NSW 1230 

The Legacy mission, born in the trenches of WW1, “to care for the missus and kids” remains their 
focus.       We hope to see you out and about in the community soon.   

 
 

 
Due to COVID restrictions, this visit has been postponed 
Visit to Lancer Barracks and Museum, Including a guided tour and live 
vehicle display. Lancer Barracks Parramatta.  

  

http://www.rusinsw.org.au/
https://rusinsw.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8767b02a06f6fd63933dc7256&id=2dc82db420&e=86da85482d
http://www.rusinsw.org.au/site/Videos.php
http://www.rusinsw.org.au/YouTube
http://www.rusinsw.org.au/documents/Booksale.pdf
http://www.rusinsw.org.au/documents/Getting_to_the_Institute_2018.pdf
https://rusinsw.org.au/datacap/Renewalapp.php
https://www.rusinsw.org.au/site/Events_Email.php
http://www.legacyweek.com.aue/
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/3791242/
http://www.rusinsw.org.au/
http://www.rusinsw.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/RUSIDSSNSW/
http://www.rusinsw.org.au/site/Videos.php
http://www.rusinsw.org.au/YouTube
http://www.rusinsw.org.au/documents/Booksale.pdf
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Recent RUSI NSW Lectures – Catch up online    
 

These recent lectures were recorded and can be viewed on YouTube or our Videos Page   
  

Lunchtime Lecture 24 August (online) 2021  
Speaker: MAJGEN David Thomae, AM   
Commander of the 2nd Division 

Subject: Role of the 2nd Division within the Defence Mobilisation Framework 

 30 minutes 
 

Lunchtime Lecture 27 July (online) 2021  
Speaker: MAJGEN Susan Coyle, CSC DSM  
Subject: Cyber Security and Resilience 
33 minutes 
 

 

Lunchtime Lecture 29 June (online) 2021  
Speaker: Neville Tomkins OAM JP Chief Commissioner Scouts NSW 
Subject: Scouts NSW - Creating 'Resilient Youth' 
33 minutes 

 
Lunchtime Lecture 25 May 2021  
Speaker: Commodore Chris Smallhorn RAN (Ret’d) Ex-Comd Fleet Air Arm, now 
CEO Coulson Air Tankers Bankstown 
Subject: Maritime Security and Australia’s Sovereign Capacities and Resilience 
64 minutes 
 

Lunchtime Lecture April 2021 
Speaker: Commissioner Shane Fitzsimmons AFSM inaugural Commissioner 
for Resilience NSW and Deputy Secretary, Emergency Management with the 
Department of Premier and Cabinet 
Subject: Resilience - Preparing and recovering from crisis and disaster. 
70 minutes 

 

Lunchtime Lecture (online) March 2021 
Speaker: Dr Andy Robertson CSC PSM, Assistant Director General, Public and 
Aboriginal Health, and Chief Health Officer at W.A. Department of Health     
Subject: Improving Resilience 
 

 

Lunchtime Lecture (online) February 2021 
Speaker:  Commodore Vince di Pietro AM CSC RAN Ret'd 
Subject: Resilience - the Recovery Phase 
45 minutes  

 

Lunchtime Lecture (online) January 2021   
Speaker: Dr Keith Suter - Managing Director Global Directions 
Subject: Improving resilience in Australia      
46 minutes  

  

Lunchtime Lecture (online) December 2020    Speaker: Herve Lemahieu 
Subject: 2020 Sir Herman Black Year in Review Lecture - A Year of Crisis: Climate, 
Coronavirus and China 
37 minutes   

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQ9ghBL_V9X5Cp4DLSTMfXw/videos
http://www.rusinsw.org.au/site/Videos.php
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O11vIgig0SU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ufuir51-sAQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fEZxobLcusI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cPGHRQ9bV98
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yOAj3LC8jHw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5EghUomNGgc
http://www.rusinsw.org.au/site/VideoTheatre40.php
http://www.rusinsw.org.au/site/VideoTheatre39.php
http://www.rusinsw.org.au/site/VideoTheatre38.php
http://www.rusinsw.org.au/site/VideoTheatre38.php
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Latest Defence News  
 

Australia to acquire nuclear submarine fleet as part of historic partnership with 
US and UK to counter China's influence by US correspondent Greg Jennett and 
political reporter Jake Evans 
 

Prime Minister Scott Morrison said a 
new alliance had been formed with 
the UK and US that was the most 
significant security development for 
Australia since the ANZUS Treaty.   
"The relatively benign environment 
we have enjoyed in many decades in 
our region is behind us," he said.   "We 
have entered, no doubt, a new era."  
In the deal announced by US 
President Joe Biden, UK Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson and Prime 
Minister Scott Morrison, the US will 
share secret nuclear technology to 

help Australia in the switch to nuclear-powered boats. The fleet will be the first initiative of a newly 
formed trilateral security partnership called AUKUS. Mr Morrison said the "next generation" 
partnership would help ensure the region's safety.  
 

"Our world is becoming more complex, especially here in our region, the Indo-Pacific," Mr 
Morrison said.    "This affects us all. The future of the Indo-Pacific will impact all our futures."   The 
deal does not extend to nuclear weapons, only the propulsion system, which has always been 
conventional diesel-electric in Australia's submarine classes.   "Australia is not seeking to establish 
nuclear weapons or establish a civil nuclear capability," Mr Morrison said.  "We will continue to 
meet all of our nuclear non-proliferation obligations." The leaders say AUKUS is designed to 
counter growing threats in the Indo-Pacific. The full report can be accessed here.   

 
Message from Prime Minister, Minister for Foreign Affairs, Minister for Defence 
and Minister for Home Affairs on Afghanistan 
Evacuation and Australia’s Cessation with our allied 
forces in Afghanistan over the last 20 years   
 

PRIME MINISTER: Morning, everyone. I’m joined by the Minister 
for Foreign Affairs, the Minister for Defence and the Minister for 
Home Affairs. Australia condemns the evil, the calculated and 
inhuman attacks that were undertaken in Kabul overnight on the 
innocent and on the brave. We join with our American and 
Afghan friends in mourning their terrible and awful loss, like so 
many other losses that have gone before them. We are 
especially mindful of the reported 13 US Defence Force 
personnel who were murdered at the Abbey Gate at HKIA, a gate 
at which Australian Defence Force personnel stood only hours 
before. And, like those 139 Australians who have been on that 
same airport and at that same gate, and many others like it, over 

The Hon Scott Morrison MP 
Prime Minister 

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-09-16/why-australia-wants-nuclear-submarines/100466204
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-09-16/why-australia-wants-nuclear-submarines/100466204
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-09-16/australia-nuclear-submarine-partnership-us-uk/100465814


9 

 

Page | 9 Official Newsletter of the Royal United Services Institute for Defence and Security Studies, NSW Inc 
ABN 80 724 654 162     www.rusinsw.org.au      office@rusinsw.org.au     Telephone: (02) 8262 2922      

 

the course of these operations, these brave young Americans stood at that gate to protect life, to 
save life, but lost their own in providing a pathway to freedom for others. 
 

I have conveyed Australia's and my own personal deep sadness for the loss of those brave 
American souls, to the President of the United States, by letter this morning. They have fallen in a 
very worthy cause. And, to all of those in Afghanistan, suffering as they are now, suffering as they 
have for so long, and particularly suffering as a result of this most recent attack, we extend our 
deepest sympathies. 
 

We thank the United States, and the United Kingdom also. The sacrifice of those young Americans 
was part of a broader effort over the course of these many days now, that has enabled Australia 
to engage in one of the most significant evacuations that we have ever taken part in. Over these 
nine days, we have successfully evacuated some 4,100 people from one of the most dangerous 
places on earth. Now, those 4,100 people we have evacuated are either back at our base at AMAB 
or indeed have been transferred to Australia. 
 

The United States and the United Kingdom made that possible. Were it not for the some 5,000 
troops that they had on the ground, it would not have been possible for Australia to engage in 
these operations.  It would not have been possible to have the Coalition forces doing what they 
have been doing to ensure the evacuations of tens of thousands of people, including thousands 
upon thousands, if not tens of thousands, of Afghans, who have found a path to freedom at this 
most difficult time to achieve that. 
 

And, to our American and British friends, we are, we are deeply in your debt, as we so often have. 
But, as I often always say about our allies and partners, we may look to them but we never leave 
it to them. And, in the course of these nine days, our Australian Defence Forces, our Home Affairs 
officials, our Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade officials, have played their part in this 
important evacuation. 
 

This very detailed and lengthy media release, including statements by the other Ministers and 
media questions can be accessed here.   

 
ANZUS Treaty anniversary marked 
S T O R Y  

The ANZUS Treaty was signed on 
September 1, 1951, in the wake of World 
War II and was designed to protect the 
security of the Pacific. Chief of the Defence 
Force General Angus Campbell said ANZUS 
remained a powerful demonstration that 
the treaty signatories do not stand alone 
and are stronger when working together. 
“I reflect on the long history of mateship 
between Australia and the United States, 
and remember those who laid down their 
lives to protect the security and prosperity 
of our two nations," General Campbell 
said. “Our shared commitment to 

deterring aggression has seen the Australian Defence Force partner with our American allies in 
every major conflict since the First World War.” “The alliance continues to evolve to meet our 

Prime Minister the Hon Scott Morrison MP lays a wreath at the Australian-
American Memorial in commemoration of the 70th Anniversary of ANZUS in 
Canberra on September 1, 2021 

https://www.pm.gov.au/media/press-conference-canberra-act-20
https://news.defence.gov.au/media/stories
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shared security challenges.  "Its focus is now on the Indo-Pacific, where both countries work to 
strengthen regional resilience.” 
 

A small, COVID-safe commemorative ceremony was held at the Australian-American Memorial in 
Canberra on September 1 to acknowledge the anniversary of the treaty.  Prime Minister Scott 
Morrison, Minister for Defence Peter Dutton, Secretary of Defence Greg Moriarty, Vice Chief of 
the Defence Force Vice Admiral David Johnston, and US Charges d’Affaires Mike Goldman 
attended the event with representatives of both countries laying wreaths at the memorial. 
The full report can be accessed here.     
 
 

General Defence News  
 

Building on partnership with PNG 
Australia and Papua New Guinea (PNG) have a 
strong and enduring security partnership, based on 
a shared vision for a secure and prosperous region. 
Amid COVID-19, this partnership continues to 
reach important milestones, such as the Lombrum 
Joint Initiative Project.   
 

The project was announced in 2018 as part of the 
Australian Government Pacific Step-Up. It involves 
members of the ADF and PNG Defence Force 
(PNGDF) working together to redevelop the 
Lombrum Naval Base in Manus Province and build 
PNG’s capability to protect its borders and 
maritime resources.  
 

Lombrum Naval Base was one of the largest US bases in the Pacific during WWII and a critical 
staging point for Allied attacks to liberate the Philippines. In 1950 the base was commissioned as 
HMAS Tarangau until 1974, at which time it was handed over to the PNGDF.  Capt Peter Walsh, 
from 19 Chief Engineer Works (19 CE Works), is currently on Lombrum Naval Base as a project 
engineer for the project and said a key element was the involvement of the local construction 
industry and community. 
 

“By using key contractors and subcontractors, the project is providing additional skills and 
mentoring so that future works can be conducted by local industry, and we help build 
infrastructure resilience,” he said.  Having worked on numerous projects in PNG over the past few 
years, Capt Walsh said the local people were what made it so enjoyable. 
 

19 CE Works is a small but niche element of the Army that provides the only deployable 
infrastructure project management capability in Defence.  The initial phase of the project, known 
as Early Works, began at Lombrum Naval Base on Manus Island mid last year and is nearing 
completion. It comprised a new medical facility, refurbishment of a community chapel, and a 
security fence on the Naval Base.  The full report can be accessed here.     
 

  

Sig Wayne Tranter provides a site brief to Papua New Guinea 
Navy Able Seaman Basil as part of the Communications 
Infrastructure Upgrade on Manus Island.  

https://news.defence.gov.au/international/anzus-treaty-anniversary-marked
https://news.defence.gov.au/international/building-partnership-png
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On board with aim of building partnerships 
 

The international personnel join about 700 
ADF and government personnel who have 
deployed in HMA 
Ships Canberra and Anzac for the regional 
engagement activity that will be held across 
South-East Asia and is aimed at sharing 
ideas, information and skills.  Philippine 
Navy’s Lieutenant Chester Ramos is one of 
the foreign contingent hoping to make the 
most of his time at sea.  “For me, it’s very 
exciting to work with other nations, sailing 
with IPE21 in HMAS Canberra, and learning 
other cultures,” Lieutenant Ramos said. 
Lieutenant Commander Mohn Hafiz Azami, 
from the Royal Malaysian Navy, said he was 

also looking forward to the networking opportunities that will come from participating in the 
activity.   “Working with other regional partners and sailing on board HMAS Canberra increases 
the level of understanding of operational capabilities for the combined good of the region,” 
Lieutenant Commander Azami said. 
 

The annual activity was postponed last year because of the COVID-19 pandemic but has resumed 
this year with modified engagements, including virtual workshops, fly-in-fly-out training teams and 
at-sea activities.  Commander IPE21 Commodore Mal Wise said despite the deployment being 
contactless, other activities have been planned to ensure meaningful engagement.    “We value 
this opportunity to work with regional partners in a wide variety of ways during IPE21, including 
our deputy commander being from the Philippine Navy,” Commodore Wise said. “IPE is a powerful 
way for Australia and partner nations to continue to reinforce that a secure, prosperous and 
inclusive Indo-Pacific benefits all nations in the region.” The full report can be accessed here.    

 
Ballarat welcomed home after deployment 
  
HMAS Ballarat is welcomed home to Fleet Base West, Western Australia, following a four-month   
deployment. The event was held in accordance 
to current Western Australia COVID-19 
requirements. During her 
deployment, Ballarat assisted with the search 
for the Indonesian submarine KRI Nanggala, 
conducted Operation Argos, and participated in 
a range of bilateral and multilateral exercises, 
including Exercise Talisman Sabre 21 and Large 
Scale Global Exercise 21.   Commanding Officer 
Ballarat Commander Anthony Pisani said he was 
extremely proud of his ship’s company during 
the deployment, during which the ship steamed 
more than 30,000 nautical miles after departing 
Western Australia in April.  
 

Embarked foreign personnel for Indo-Pacific Endeavour stand on-board 
a Light Landing Craft from HMAS Canberra off the Port of Darwin before 
departing.  

HMAS Ballarat has returned to her home port of Fleet Base West 
after a rigorous four-month deployment to South-East and north 
Asia. 

https://news.defence.gov.au/international/board-aim-building-partnerships
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“Over the course of the deployment, Ballarat undertook a variety of taskings, including multiple 
bilateral and multilateral maritime exercises with our regional partners,” Commander Pisani said.   
“Throughout this period, the ship’s company continued to work diligently and approached each 
tasking with a positive and confident attitude. I couldn’t be prouder of their performance.” 
Waiting on the wharf when the ship came alongside were more than 300 family members and 
friends who, Commander Pisani said, should also be thanked for their continued support of their 
loved ones during the deployment.   The ship’s company will now enjoy some much-deserved 
respite before the ship deploys again later this year.   The full report can be accessed here.     

 

Defence Exercises  
 

RAAF strengthens ties with US in Alaska 
 

The Royal Australian Air Force has successfully 
completed Exercise Red Flag Alaska 21-3, a 
two-week bilateral training exercise with the 
United States Air Force.  The exercise, held 
from August 12 - 27, was an advanced large 
force employment activity aimed to optimise 
the integration of capabilities and deepen the 
relationship of coalition forces.  RAAF Task 
Group Commander Group Captain Matthew 
McCormack said personnel were put through 
their paces within a premier training 
environment.   
 

Exercise Red Flag Alaska exposed crews to 
complex and realistic war-like scenarios to ensure they are as prepared as possible for any combat 
situation,” Group Captain McCormack said. “It is essential that the entire team, including crews in 
the air and support personnel on the ground, can operate together in an austere environment 
seamlessly. “Our lethality as a strike capability relies on effective integration with our partner 
nations, so by training together we get a deeper understanding of each other’s tactics and can 
capitalise on each other’s advantages. “This occurs primarily through practice and this is exactly 
what we achieved during Red Flag Alaska.” RAAF deployed E-7A Wedgetail, F-35A Lightning II and 
EA-18G Growler aircraft to Alaska, as well as support personnel, who operated from Eielson Air 
Force Base and Joint Base Elmendorf Richardson. The full report can be accessed here.   
 

Multinational exercise tests ship's upgrade  
 

HMAS Warramunga put her recently upgraded capability to the test during Exercise Malabar 
2021.   Malabar 2021 was held off the coast of 
Guam with ships and aircraft from India, Japan and 
the United States.   This was the second consecutive 
year that Australia had participated.  
 

This was Warramunga’s first major deployment 
since her Anzac mid-life capability assurance 

A Royal Australian Air Force Growler from No 6 Squadron, taxis 
along the runway at Eielson Air Force Base  

Indian Navy, United States Navy and Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force 
ships take station behind HMAS Warramunga during Exercise MALABAR 
2021. 

 

 

https://news.defence.gov.au/international/ballarat-welcomed-home-after-deployment
https://news.defence.gov.au/international/raaf-strengthens-ties-us-alaska
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program upgrade was completed at the Henderson dockyard in Western Australia. After leaving 
her home port of Fleet Base West on August 15, Warramunga conducted a range of evolutions 
designed to evaluate the Anzac-class ship's capabilities since the upgrade and prepare the crew to 
exercise with the regional partners. This included at-sea refuelling with HMAS Sirius and maritime 
warfare training to better integrate the operations room and the embarked helicopter. Combat 
systems manager Chief Petty Officer Mark Skinner said the training set the crew up well to 
interoperate with other navies during Malabar, which was a valuable opportunity to work closely 
with key regional partners. 
 

“Exercises such as Malabar 21 allow our crew to exchange proficiency in core mariner skills with 
like-minded navies and enhance our interoperability,” Chief Petty Officer Skinner said.  
The multilateral exercises also provided a training opportunity for Warramunga’s embarked 
Commander 816 Squadron Flight 1 Lieutenant Commander Matt Hudson. The full report can be 
accessed here.    
 
 

Maintaining our French connection 
 

Soldiers and officers from the French Armed 
Forces in New Caledonia (FANC) have arrived at 
Gallipoli Barracks to begin training with the 6th 
Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment, for 
Exercise Peronne. Following their mandatory 
two weeks of quarantine, the FANC contingent 
of 28 received a warm welcome from local 
Indigenous elder Uncle Desmond Sandy, who 
performed a Welcome to Country ceremony.    
Familiarisation training at 6 RAR soon began, so 
they can integrate with Alpha Company and the 
rest of Brisbane’s 7th Combat Brigade on 
Exercise Diamond Dagger.  
 

FANC Contingent Commander Captain Paul said he was eager for his soldiers to learn in an 
environment completely foreign to them, in a country which has fought side by side with 
France since World War I. “The aim is to work together with 6 RAR’s Alpha Company to see how 
they work, show them our procedures, and work together to improve,” Captain Paul said.  “We 
are good soldiers, we’re very happy to improve ourselves on Exercise Diamond Dagger. “The 
environment is new, none of us have been here before, it’s a new field training area, a new 
‘enemy’, but I’m confident we will be able to work well alongside Alpha Company.”   
The full report can be accessed here.     
 
  

Uncle Desmond Sandy talks to French soldiers and members 
during a Welcome to Country Ceremony. 

https://news.defence.gov.au/international/multinational-exercise-tests-ships-upgrade
https://news.defence.gov.au/international/multinational-exercise-tests-ships-upgrade
https://news.defence.gov.au/international/maintaining-our-french-connection
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Apt name chosen for exercise 
 

Exercise Koolendong 2021 Combined Task 
Force 667 has taken on the Indigenous 
name of the fifth-brightest star in the 
Southern Cross constellation – Ginan.  
Pronounced “Gee-nan”, the story behind 
the name includes a process of trading 
songs to verify friends before a ceremony.  

Headquarters 1st Brigade Chief of Staff 
Lieutenant Colonel Mike Webbe thought 
the name was fitting for the Marine 
Rotational Force – Darwin and ADF 
Combined Task Force to represent the 
trusted relationship between US and 
Australian forces built during a decade of 
training together in Australia. 

“Our aim during Exercise Koolendong is to further integrate our people, their skills and equipment, 
each year,” LTCOL Webbe said. “Ginan is a perfect fit to encompass our long-standing, 
continued relationship.” 

This is the first time an exercise of this size has occurred in the area, with the combined force able 
to extend its lines of communication, exploit surveillance data from unmanned aerial systems, and 
integrate long-range weapons serials during the culminating activity for the 10th Marine 
Rotational Force.  The full report can be accessed here.     

 

Extending our reach across oceans 
 

Air-to-air refuelling is essential to Air Force 
capabilities; extending the reach of combat 
aircraft across vast distances. With some help 
from Australia's coalition partners, EA-18G 
Growlers, from No. 6 Squadron, were able to 
successfully make the 11,400km journey across 
the Pacific Ocean to Eielson Air Force Base, 
Alaska, United States for Exercises Red Flag 
Alaska 21-3 and Distant Frontier 21. 

United States Air Force KC-10 Extender and KC-
135 Stratotanker aircraft provided support to 
the RAAF Growlers with air-to-air refuelling 
during the second leg of the journey to Alaska, 
between Andersen Air Force Base, Guam, and Hickam Air Force Base, Hawaii.   The United States 
KC-135 was used to provide additional fuel to the KC-10, which then provided a total of 164,000-
pounds of fuel to the No. 6 Squadron Growlers over the eight-hour, 6000km flight.   No. 6 Squadron 
Electronic Warfare Officer Flight Lieutenant Antonia said this demonstrated the flexible 
integration between Australian and United States assets to deploy combat air power rapidly across 
the Pacific when required.   The full report can be accessed here.    

A United States Air Force KC-135 Stratotanker refuels a KC-10 
Extender during the ferrying of No 6 Squadron EA-18G Growlers 
to the United States. 

Australian soldiers from 1st Combat Sig Regiment discuss upcoming 
training with marines at Bradshaw Field Training Area during 
Exercise Koolendong. 

https://news.defence.gov.au/international/apt-name-chosen-exercise
https://news.defence.gov.au/capability/extending-our-reach-across-oceans
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Defence Industry  
 

Celebrating the science behind Defence capability 
 

Behind every great defence force is an army 
of scientists, technologists, engineers and 
mathematicians, all working to ensure that 
those on the frontline have the best 
technology, knowledge and know-how to 
outwit, outperform and outsmart 
adversaries.   The ADF is no different. If a 
soldier wears it, uses it, eats it, thinks it or has 
to defend against it, there is every chance a 
Defence scientist has done the science 
behind it. 
 

This National Science Week, the ADF 
celebrates the STEM (science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics) professionals 
in the Defence Science and Technology Group (DSTG) and across Defence and reflects on their 
contribution, not only to Defence but to the country more broadly. Australia’s Defence scientists 
are critical to Defence capability.   
 

As the Chief of the Defence Force General Angus Campbell explained, modern forces need to 
embrace technology and recognise the value it brings to Defence and its members. “The modern 
world is consumed by science and technology in everything we see and we do and we touch,” 
General Angus Campbell.  “If we don't have people who understand it deeply and understand the 
possibilities and potential of it, then we're not going to build a modern defence force that is as 
capable as it should be.” The DSTG team is making meaningful impacts for Defence in many fields 
– some with very tangible effects and value for Defence and others with a broader benefit to the 
greater population.  The full report can be accessed here.     
 

International 
 

A number of international organisations publish excellent 
material on issues which impact on our region. The 
following reports are recommended. 
 

The Interpreter published by the Lowy Institute features 
daily commentary and analysis on international issues. The 
Interpreter issued 2nd September article:  Will ANZUS make 
it to 80? by Sam Roggeveen. The article begins with the 
comment “A war in Asia would be a true test of the 
“unbreakable” bonds said to define the US-Australia 
relationship.  The full report can be accessed here.   

  

Australian and United States personnel at the 
opening of Exercise Talisman Sabre 2021  

A Jindalee operational radar network (JORN) transmitter at Harts 
Range, Alice Springs. 

https://news.defence.gov.au/capability/celebrating-science-behind-defence-capability
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/will-anzus-make-it-80
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The USNI Weekly News 18/8/2021 article: Russsia is Top 

Military Threat to U.S. Homeland, Air Force General Says 

by John Grady. The article starts with “With Russia, with its 

array of hard-to-detect cruise missiles and advanced 

submarines, poses the primary military threat to the 

American homeland today, the commander of U.S. 

Northern Command said Tuesday. “They’ve developed 

capabilities that didn’t exist 20 years ago …very low radar 

cross-section cruise missiles [and] submarines on par with 

our submarines,”   The full report can be read here.     

 

 

The USNI News Weekly Update for 28/8/2021 article: 

Pterraeus Questions U.S. Ability to Counter 

Terrorism After Aghanistan’s Fall by John Grady.  

The article starts with “The “harsh reality” of the fall 

of Afghanistan to the Taliban raises question on how 

closely Washington can keep an eye on Islamic 

extremism, David Petraeus, a former top 

commander in the Middle East and a former CIA 

director, said on Monday. “You seldom can go wrong 

by preparing for the worst,”  The full report can be 

read here.    

 

 

The following article was written prior to the AUKUS agreement  

The Australian Strategic Policy Institute journal 

The Strategist dated 26th August 2021 article:   

What’s the real cost of Australia’s submarine 

capability?  by Marcus Hellyer.  The article begins 

with “You can have a cheap submarine capability, 

or you can have a safe and effective one. There’s 

no third option. Australia has chosen the second 

option; consequently, its submarine capability 

costs a lot. But how much exactly? We’re all now 

very familiar with the $89 billion price tag on the 

future submarine, but that’s a number that 

stretches far off into the distance, and it doesn’t cover all aspects of the capability.”   

The full report can be accessed here.  
 

K-560 Severodvinsk in 2018. Russian MoD Photo 

A Chinook helicopter transports equipment around Bagram 
Airfield, Afghanistan. US Army photo by Sgt. James Dansie. 

Image source: ASPI The Strategist 

https://news.usni.org/2021/08/18/russia-is-top-military-threat-to-u-s-homeland-air-force-general-says
https://news.usni.org/2021/08/23/petraeus-questions-u-s-ability-to-counter-terrorism-after-afghanistans-fall
https://news.usni.org/2021/08/23/petraeus-questions-u-s-ability-to-counter-terrorism-after-afghanistans-fall
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/whats-the-real-cost-of-australias-submarine-capability/
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About the Royal United Services Institute for Defence and Security 
Studies, NSW Inc 
 
 
 
Founded as the United Service Institution of New South Wales in 1888, the Royal United Services 
Institute for Defence and Security Studies, NSW (or RUSI NSW) is one of seven self-governing 
constituent bodies of the Royal United Services Institute for Defence and Security Australia 
Limited. 
 
The aim of RUSI NSW is to promote informed debate on, and to improve public awareness and 
understanding of, defence and national security. To this end, RUSI NSW:  
 
• educates the public about Australia’s defence and national security; 
• publishes a highly-respected professional journal; 
• provides a forum for the discussion of defence and security issues by conducting regular 

lectures, seminars conferences workshops and visits to defence and security 
establishments; 

• provides professional development programs; 
• operates a public library, specialising in defence and security literature dating from the late 

18th century to the current day; and 
• conducts social and networking functions for members 
 
Currently due to Lockdown in Sydney the RUSI NSW Library is closed.  
 
The RUSI’s office and the Ursula Davidson Library are located in the Centenary Extension of the 
Anzac Memorial, Hyde Park South, with access from Liverpool Street – close to Museum railway 
station, buses and car parking stations. 
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