RUSI NSW

Newsletter
Issue No.63 – June 2021
Register to receive this free eNewsletter, click link below
http://www.rusinsw.org.au/Newsletter

Anzac Memorial, Hyde Park
South, Sydney NSW
1 2000
PO Box A778 SYDNEY SOUTH
NSW 1235
www.rusinsw.org.au
office@rusinsw.org.au
Telephone: (02) 8262 2922

Welcome to this month’s issue of the electronic newsletter of the Royal United
Services Institute for Defence and Security Studies NSW, Inc the aim of which is to
provide members, stakeholders, and other interested parties up to date news of
our latest activities and events as well as selective information on defence issues.
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29 June Lecture at the Anzac Memorial Auditorium
Lunchtime Lecture Tuesday 29 June 2021
Start Time: 1.00pm to be held in the Anzac Memorial Auditorium, Hyde
Park South, Sydney MapLink
Speaker: Neville Tomkins OAM, Chief Commissioner Scouts Australia
(NSW Branch)
Subject: Discussing the Study made for Scouts Australia -‘Resilient
Youth 2019’
About the speaker: Neville Tomkins has been Chief Commissioner of
Scouts Australia, NSW Branch since 1 August 2016. As Chief
Commissioner, of the ACT Branch, Neville led a successful reform
program to arrest the decline in membership and to achieve real
growth. Neville has also taken various initiatives to raise the profile of
Scouting, and to establish strong links with the Federal and ACT
Governments, as well as with businesses and the community. He also led the rebuilding of Camp
Cottermouth following its near destruction by fire in 2003. As International Commissioner,
Neville’s vision was “An International Experience for All Members of Scouts Australia”. In so
doing he initiated and led an exciting reform program for international Scouting. Neville is a
member of the Australian Institute of Management, the Commonwealth Association of Public
Administration and Management and the Australian Institute of Company Director.
RUSI Members $10, non-members $15
Pre-booking and payment is advised as seating will be limited. Social distancing will be applied.
Book and pay using this link: Booking for 29 June 2021 Lecture
Pre-order a plate of sandwiches for $8; these will be ready at 12.00pm on at the Auditorium. You
may also bring in your own lunch and spend time with your friends and colleagues.
Entry to the Memorial is via the water cascades opposite Liverpool St. RUSI NSW is open Mon to
Thu from 10.00am to 4.00pm
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If you arrive early you may wish to visit the Ursula Davidson Library or see the Anzac Memorial
RAAF Centenary Exhibition

RUSI NSW President’s Message 13 May 2021
On behalf of all the Board members of RUSI NSW, I give thanks to all
of you who have continued to support RUSI NSW through these
difficult and challenging times, and as renewal notices have been
sent out this week, I request your CONTINUED support by your
renewal of your membership for 2021/2022. Thank you!
Some Great events coming up for RUSI NSW Members
Now that COVID restrictions are easing, the first of our RUSI NSW
member visits will occur starting with a Tuesday 15th June a visit to
HARS Aviation Museum, and two very special events just agreed to
for the second half of this year are:•
Our RUSI NSW Patron- the Governor of NSW Hosting an RUSI Anniversary Afternoon Tea
at Government House- to be held in August 2021
•
Our Major RUSI NSW Seminar for 2021 to be held in late November entitled: - “Island
Australia-Improving Resilience In Our Rapidly Changing Region”
The Afternoon Tea at Government House is designed as a specific “thank you” for our RUSI
NSW volunteers; this event commemorates our 133rd Birthday as an organization, and is a very
practical way of providing our supporters with a great social experience held at the truly historic
and lovely setting of NSW Government House.
The November major seminar has attracted the support of some VERY senior and experienced
ADF or Defence Industry presenters- including all of our RUSI NSW Vice Patrons:- RAN Fleet
Commander/ Commander Forces Command/ RAAF Air Commander/ Commander 2nd Div / CEO of
Thales Australia and NZ / Vice Chancellor of University of Newcastle and ex Head of DSTO.
I commend these events to you, and advise that this would be a very good time to get a friend or
colleague to join RUSI NSW as quickly as possible!
Some Continuing Challenges:Staffing our Library
We need your help please in getting committed staff- either as volunteers who will enable us to
open the RUSI NSW Ursula Davidson Library to the public at least Monday-Friday, OR as a
Centrelink approved option for those wishing to opt for community service to fulfil the mutual
obligation requirement for older persons.
Developing Our Journal
United Service is a most significant asset, and we are exploring ways develop it to become a
National Journal. We particularly welcome anyone who can assist with editorial or production
capabilities please. Can you help? If you are interested, please contact us to discuss possibilities
that suit us both.
We look forward to seeing you soon- especially at the June lunchtime lecture- where we will
again be exploring the 2021 theme of Improving Resilience through learning about the impact of
programs- such as Scouting- that we deliberately offer to younger members of our community!
Sincerely
Michael Hough
RUSI NSW President
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Institute Membership News
A special welcome is extended to the following new members:
Chief Inspector (Retired) Wayne Hoffman, Colonel Jodie Lording CSM, Mr Jack McMillan, Mr
Arun Bharatula, Dr Michael de Percy, CAPT Daniel Riedstra, Mr Craig Collie, Mr Udaya Thapa,
and Father Daniel Themann

Future RUSI NSW Events
Tuesday 15th June 2021
Visit to Historical Aircraft Restoration Society (HARS) Albion Park.
For details and booking information see page 4.
Tuesday 27 July 2021
Lunchtime Lecture at the Anzac Memorial Auditorium Start: 1.00pm
MapLink
Speaker: Major General Susan Coyle CSC DSM, Head Information Warfare,
Joint Capabilities Group
Subject: ‘Cyber resilience in Australia’s defence and national security’
Tuesday 24 August 2021 *Note the earlier date for this lecture
Lunchtime Lecture at the Anzac Memorial Auditorium Start: 1.00pm
MapLink
Speaker: Commissioner Christine Nixon AO, APM, (Ret’d) former
Commissioner Victoria Police Force.
Subject: Resilience in policing
Tuesday 28 September 2021
Lunchtime Lecture at the Anzac Memorial Auditorium Start: 1.00pm
MapLink
Speaker: Commander Andrew Hough RAN, Commanding Officer HMAS
Sydney V
Subject: To be advised.

Ways to connect with RUSI NSW
Our website http://www.rusinsw.org.au/
LinkedIn group page - a great place to network https://www.linkedin.com/groups/3791242/
Defence's best kept secret: RUSI NSW on facebook https://www.facebook.com/RUSIDSSNSW/
Recordings of our past lectures

http://www.rusinsw.org.au/site/Videos.php

Subscribe to our YouTube channel http://www.rusinsw.org.au/YouTube
Books for sale list on our website: http://www.rusinsw.org.au/documents/Booksale.pdf
How to get to the Institute http://www.rusinsw.org.au/documents/Getting_to_the_Institute_2018.pdf
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Veteran Writer in Residence program at the RUSI Ursula Davidson Library
Veterans and their families interested in writing their stories will
have access to help from a working, published author under a new
veteran writer in residence program established by the Royal
United Services Institute for Defence and Security Studies NSW
(RUSI NSW) and the Anzac Memorial in Hyde Park, Sydney, every
Friday.
Sydney author and Afghanistan veteran Tony Park has been
named as the RUSI NSW/Anzac Memorial inaugural Veteran
Writer in Residence.
Based at the RUSI NSW Ursula Davidson Library in the Anzac
Memorial, Tony will work on his two current writing projects – his
20th novel and a biography of a high-profile Australian military
veteran, and also will be available to help other veterans and their
relatives.
“With Australia’s involvement in recent conflicts in the Middle East winding down, I’ve noticed a
groundswell of veterans – and in some cases their relatives – wanting to tell their stories,” Tony
said.
RUSI Library Manager, Paul Irving, who manages the library’s collections of some 20,000 historic
military books, maps and memorabilia, said the Ursula Davidson Library would provide a fitting,
welcoming place for veterans to seek guidance on their own writing.
Tony Park served in the Army Reserve for 34 years, including six months full-time service as an
Army public affairs officer in Afghanistan in 2002. He is the published author of 19 thriller novels
set in Africa and seven non-fiction books.
His non-fiction work includes ‘War Dogs’, co-authored with Illawarra-resident Shane Bryant, who
worked as an explosive detection dog handler in Afghanistan and, most recently, ‘Courage Under
Fire’, with Daniel Keighran VC, who received the nation’s highest honour for valour as a result of
his actions in Afghanistan.
During his four-month tenure as the veteran writer in residence Tony plans to host in-person
drop-ins and online workshops on writing for the veteran community.

Contact:
Tony Park 0414352199;

tony@tonypark.net www.tonypark.net
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Recent RUSI NSW Lectures – Catch up online
These recent lectures were recorded and can be viewed on YouTube or our Videos Page
Lunchtime Lecture 25 May 2021
Speaker: Commodore Chris Smallhorn RAN (Ret’d) Ex-Comd Fleet Air Arm, now
CEO Coulson Air Tankers Bankstown
Subject: Maritime Security and Australia’s Sovereign Capacities and Resilience
64 minutes
Lunchtime Lecture April 2021
Speaker: Commissioner Shane Fitzsimmons AFSM inaugural Commissioner
for Resilience NSW and Deputy Secretary, Emergency Management with the
Department of Premier and Cabinet
Subject: Resilience - Preparing and recovering from crisis and disaster.
70 minutes
Lunchtime Lecture (online) March 2021
Speaker: Dr Andy Robertson CSC PSM, Assistant Director General, Public and
Aboriginal Health, and Chief Health Officer at W.A. Department of Health
Subject: Improving Resilience
Lunchtime Lecture (online) February 2021
Speaker: Commodore Vince di Pietro AM CSC RAN Ret'd
Subject: Resilience - the Recovery Phase
45 minutes
Lunchtime Lecture (online) January 2021
Speaker: Dr Keith Suter - Managing Director Global Directions
Subject: Improving resilience in Australia
46 minutes
Lunchtime Lecture (online) December 2020 Speaker: Herve Lemahieu
Subject: 2020 Sir Herman Black Year in Review Lecture - A Year of Crisis: Climate,
Coronavirus and China
37 minutes
Lunchtime Lecture (online) November 2020
Speaker: Major General Kath Campbell AO CSC
Subject: ADF's Response to the Bushfire and COVID Crises
20 minutes
Lunchtime Lecture (online) October 2020
Speaker: Senator Jim Molan AO DSC
Subject: The Next 100 Years
37 minutes
Lunchtime Lecture (online) September 2020
Speaker: Lieutenant Colonel Peter Sweeney RFD Ret'd
Subject: The Battle of the Bismarck Sea
22 minutes
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Latest Defence News
Job boom takes off in the Hunter with Newcastle Airport investment
In a joint media release of 7 May, the Prime Minister, Scott Morrison, said the airport investment
was a game changer and would provide significant
economic benefits for the Hunter and Central Coast
community. “This investment demonstrates our
commitment to the Hunter economy, its workers and
businesses and will deliver a jobs boom for the whole
region,” the Prime Minister said. “This funding leverages
our significant defence investments at RAAF Base
Williamtown, not only creating local economic benefits
but also making it easier for the entire local community
to travel domestically, and once open again, to travel
internationally to many new locations.” The upgrades to
Code E status would mean larger aircraft like Boeing
777s and Airbus 330s could land in Newcastle, with
twice daily international flights expected alongside
increased daily direct domestic flights. The work will be
done alongside RAAF’s scheduled runway maintenance
at the Williamtown base.
Scott Morrison - Prime Minister of Australia
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Infrastructure, Transport and Regional Development
Michael McCormack said the Government was committed to the aviation sector and
maintaining Australia’s aviation infrastructure, as part of its ongoing support to ensure the sector
recovers and thrives. “This is another example of the Government backing our aviation industry,
including airports, to support planes in the air and jobs on the ground,” the Deputy Prime
Minister. The full report can be accessed here.

Preparations for Royal Commission move to next phase
On the 22 May the Hon Darren Chester MP, the Minister for Veterans’ Affairs and Minister for
Defence Personnel advised that the Preparation for the Royal
Commission into Defence and Veteran Suicide has moved into the
next phase. Over the past month I have had discussions with
hundreds of veterans, serving members and families across the
nation. The feedback has been extremely positive and constructive
and while opinions have been incredibly diverse, we all have one
common goal – to prevent suicide within the Defence and veteran
communities.
More than 1400 pieces of written feedback on the themes that will
inform the Terms of Reference have been received by DVA
alone. Some of the common areas of concern identified throughout
the consultation process relate to the transition process from
Defence to civilian life, dealing with DVA in accessing assistance and The Hon Darren Chester MP
the complexity of the legislation and the claims process, as well as Minister for Veterans’ Affairs,
mental health support, operational tempo and rotations, negative Minister for Defence Personnel
treatment of personnel, and a number of issues that impact families of those who serve.
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The consultation phase has now concluded and all feedback provided to the Department of
Veterans’ Affairs (DVA) will be passed to the Attorney-General’s Department, who will draft the
Terms of Reference. This is standard practice for a Royal Commission, and as evidenced by the
Aged Care and Disability Royal Commissions, the community can have complete confidence in
that process. To be clear, DVA, the Australian Defence Force and the Department of Defence are
not involved in the conduct of the Royal Commission itself or the drafting of the Terms of
Reference. The Royal Commission itself will be completely independent of Government.
The full report can be accessed here.

Continuing Australia’s journey towards reconciliation
Defence is an ongoing supporter of National Reconciliation Week, and celebrates annually from
May 27 - June 3. Defence celebrates National
Reconciliation Week as part of our commitment to
the National Agreement on Closing the Gap and in
line with our fourth Defence Reconciliation Action
Plan 2019-2022.

Indigenous representative of the Yuggara and Chepara
people Derek Sandy performs a smoking ceremony at
Gallipoli Barracks, Brisbane.

This year’s theme is ‘More than a word:
Reconciliation takes action’. All Australians play an
important role when it comes to reconciliation, and
in playing our part we collectively strengthen
respectful relationships between Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islanders and non-Indigenous peoples.
The full report can be accessed here.

General Defence News
International exercise a 'learning experience'
HMAS Parramatta has completed Exercise ARC21 off the coast of Japan, which included bluewater combat, amphibious and aviation
training serials with partner navies. The
Japanese-led exercise involved maritime, land
and air assets from Japan, France and the
United States and comprised a number of antisubmarine warfare and air-defence serials,
communication exercises and close incompany maneuvering between eight
warships.
Commanding Officer Parramatta Commander
Anita Nemarich said Exercise ARC21 built
interoperability between key partners and Midshipman Thomas Armstrong checks HMAS Parramatta’s distance
tested the capabilities of her ship and crew. from Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force vessel JS Ise with laser
range-finding binoculars during Exercise ARC21
“Our sailors are highly trained and working
together with our partner navies builds trust in
our shared tactics and common practices,” Commander Nemarich said. “I’d like to thank our
friends in the Japan Self-Defense Forces for hosting ARC21 and sharing an opportunity to train
with like-minded partners.”
The full report can be accessed here.
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Parramatta joins French task group for training
HMAS Parramatta has

joined

French

A French Navy helicopter from FS Tonnerre approaches
HMAS Parramatta as the two ships sail together in the
South China Sea

Navy Marine Nationale vessels FS Tonnerre and
FS Surcouf — operating as the Jeanne d’Arc Task
Group — to complete a cooperative passage through
the South China Sea. The Sydney-based Anzac class
frigate had recently completed the Japan-led
Exercise Arc21 with Tonnerre and Surcouf also taking
part. The three ships conducted a range of training
activities, including communication exercises,
replenishment-at-sea
approaches,
maritime
manoeuvers
and
joint-flying
serial
using Parramatta’s MH-60R
helicopters.

and Tonnerre’s Panther

Commanding Officer Parramatta Commander Anita Nemarich said the ship’s time sailing incompany was another great opportunity to practice core skills and maintain a commitment to
both nations’ shared values, goals and security interests.
Parramatta is on a two-month deployment to South-East and north-east Asia. Operating as a task
group with HMAS Ballarat, the two vessels are conducting a number of navy-to-navy
engagements with partner nations across the region. The full report can be accessed here.

Joint force hits the mark during exercise
Soldiers, sailors and aviators from the Brisbane-based Deployable Joint Forces Headquarters
(DJFHQ) were put through the paces recently during
Exercise Polygon Wood at Gallipoli Barracks The
exercise tested the integrated capability of the
headquarters to undertake high-intensity warfighting
within the five domains of land, air, maritime, space and
information/cyber. This included the complex
coordination of sophisticated lethal and non-lethal
effects.
At the centre of effects coordination was Colonel Corey Commander Headquarters 1 Division and
Shillabeer, who said Exercise Polygon Wood highlighted Deployable Joint Force Headquarters Major General
Ellwood addresses personnel at Exercise
the ability of the ADF to use its full range of capabilities Jake
Polygon Wood.
to devastating effect to defeat a numerically superior
fictional enemy. “The modern ADF is an agile, integrated and highly lethal force which has the
ability to deploy some of the most advanced capability in the world,” Colonel Shillabeer said.
Throughout the exercise, participants were put through extremely challenging scenarios ranging
from beach landing operations with the Australian Amphibious Force, the large scale
engagement of enemy armoured forces and neutralising enemy air and naval threats over the
horizon.
The full report can be accessed here.
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HMAS Anzac returns home
Royal Australian Navy frigate HMAS Anzac has returned home, marking the end of an extended
deployment that culminated in the ship
re-tasked to support a critical search
and rescue effort.

Family and friends welcome home HMAS Anzac to Fleet Base West in
Western Australia after a two-month deployment through South-East Asia
and the North East Indian Ocean.

The Anzac-class
frigate
departed
Australia with HMAS Sirius in early
March for a deployment throughout
South-East Asia and the Northeast
Indian Ocean. Originally due to return to
her homeport of Fleet Base West in
Western Australia on May 14, the ship
was called upon to conduct a search and
rescue in the southern Indian Ocean.

After RAAF P-8A Poseidon aircraft
assisted locating the vessel, Anzac sailed
about 670 nautical miles west of Perth to provide support in the rescue of 20 Indonesian
fishermen who became stranded on their sinking vessel. The fishermen were offered medical
assistance and accommodation on board the ship. One fisherman was transported to a Perth
hospital for urgent care, and the ship delivered the other 19 fishermen to their homeport in Bali
last Friday.
Chief of Joint Operations Lieutenant General Greg Bilton said Anzac’s quick transition to the
search and rescue task was a testament to the commitment of the professionalism of the ship’s
company.
The full report can be accessed here.

Recruits train with new equipment
The 1 Recruit Training Battalion (1RTB) has delivered Army’s first chemical, biological,
radiological and nuclear defence (CBRND) basic
course with new equipment. The course
coincided with Navy and Air Force starting
similar
training
at
their
entry-level
establishments. Major Arlo Meany, from the
Land Combat Support Program in Army
Headquarters said teaching CBRND as a base
skill ensured Australia was aligned with other
allied militaries.
“All ADF members must understand how to
survive in a CBRN threat environment,” Major An Army recruit fits his chemical, biological, radiological and nuclear
Meany said. “If there’s a direct fire threat, you defence (CBRND) suit during Army’s first CBRND basic course using
put on your body armour. If rain is forecast, the latest versions of the equipment
you wear a japara. If there’s a risk of a chemical attack, you have your CBRN equipment on hand
or it is worn. These allow the wearer to continue operating and achieve the mission.” The full
report can be accessed here.
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Lounge a safe place for support
Veterans, serving members, transitioning members and their families are encouraged to come
together over a coffee at the Wounded
Heroes Veterans Lounge in Brisbane.
Honorary Patron of Wounded Heroes
Australia, Chief of Joint Operations
Lieutenant General Greg Bilton, and the
charity’s founder, Jim Shapcott, cut the
ribbon to open the facility in Alderley in
March.
Lieutenant General Bilton said the
lounge was a place serving members,
veterans and their families could go to
for company, friendship or support if
they found themselves in difficulty. “It
Founder of Wounded Heroes Australia Jim Shapcott, left, with Chief of Joint
Operations Lieutenant Greg Bilton, cutting the ribbon to open Wounded
really is a place of connectedness – for
Heroes Veterans Lunge at Alderley Brisbane
linking people up, helping establish
themselves in a new locality, or to seek support,” he said. “We don’t judge or ask questions; we
just want to help people, and we’ve got a wonderful group of volunteers who are dedicated to
doing exactly that.”
Wounded Heroes president Martin Shaw said the lounge, located close to Gallipoli Barracks, was
specifically designed as a gambling-free and alcohol-free place to make social connections.
The full report can be accessed here.

Defence Industry
RAAF medical staff on the frontline
Air Force medical officers, nurses, medical technicians and radiologist are enhancing their clinical
skills by treating patients at John Hunter Hospital
(JHH) Emergency Department. No. 2 Expeditionary
Health Squadron (2EHS) Williamtown Clinical Staff
have been conducting routine clinical placement
under the Joint Health Command led Clinical
Placement Deed arrangement with Hunter New
England Local Health District.
Squadron Leader Jason Lynam said the placement
was of high importance for Air Force medical staff
to maintain skills currency. “Each single service Leading Aircraftman Christopher Griffiths and Corporal
health unit has been liaising directly with local Stacey Lesbirel partake in the clinical placement at John
facilities to coordinate placement opportunities for Hunter Hospital Emergency Department.
unit personnel,” Squadron Leader Lynam said. “It
has been a valuable learning experience for our clinical staff to consolidate their core skills, and
enhance their clinical skills at JHH.”
JHH Nurse Educator Mr Jeremy Pallas said the emergency department was one of the busiest in
NSW. “It gives our Defence colleagues a really good opportunity to be exposed to a wide range of
acute presentations from trauma to pediatrics,” Mr Pallas said.
The full report can be accessed here.
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International
A number of international organisations publish excellent material on issues which impact on our
region. The following reports are recommended.
PNG can’t turn a blind eye to the conflict next door by Leanne Jorari 25 May 2021

The Interpreter published by the Lowy Institute The
article commences with the following comment:
“As popular support for West Papua grows more
vocal, PNG officials walk a diplomatic tightrope.”
The full report can be accessed here.

A woman with her face painted with the flag of West
Papua, at a rally in Jakarta, Indonesia, 28 August 2019
(Andrew Gal/NurPhoto via Getty Images)

Interview: French Asia Pacific Commander Rear Adm. Jean-Mathieu Rey by Dzirhan Mahadzir
The USNI Weekly News dated 13 May 21
The opening paragraphs: KUALA LUMPUR – Far from France, Rear Adm. Jean-Mathieu Rey, Joint
Commander French Armed Forces in the
Asia-Pacific (ALPACI), is responsible for
French security interests in the IndoPacific – an area of the world that’s
growing in complexity as tensions
between the U.S. and China continue to
build, he told USNI News.
We intend to assume our international
responsibilities by regularly deploying
military units through an association of
mainland forces and overseas-based
assets,” Rey said in response to written
questions from USNI News. “Those
deployments are enhanced by a network Charles De Gaulle – The carrier FS Charles De Gaulle (R91) docked at
of support bases and French officers Changi Naval Base during its 2019 deployment to the region Photo by
Dzirhan Mahadzir
including defence attachés and liaison
officers.”
The full report can be accessed here.
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About the Royal United Services Institute for Defence and Security
Studies, NSW Inc

Founded as the United Service Institution of New South Wales in 1888, the Royal United Services
Institute for Defence and Security Studies, NSW (or RUSI NSW) is one of seven self-governing
constituent bodies of the Royal United Services Institute for Defence and Security Australia
Limited.
The aim of RUSI NSW is to promote informed debate on, and to improve public awareness and
understanding of, defence and national security. To this end, RUSI NSW:
•
•
•

•
•
•

educates the public about Australia’s defence and national security;
publishes a highly-respected professional journal;
provides a forum for the discussion of defence and security issues by conducting regular
lectures, seminars conferences workshops and visits to defence and security
establishments;
provides professional development programs;
operates a public library, specialising in defence and security literature dating from the
late 18th century to the current day; and
conducts social and networking functions for members

Members and visitors are encouraged to use the library facilities for reading or research. The
library is open on Monday to Thursday from 1000h to 1600h and for Researchers by
appointment.
The RUSI’s office and the Ursula Davidson Library are now located in the Centenary Extension of
the Anzac Memorial, Hyde Park South, with access from Liverpool Street – close to Museum
railway station, buses and car parking stations.
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