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Welcome to this month’s issue of the electronic newsletter of the Royal United
Services Institute for Defence and Security Studies NSW, Inc the aim of which is to
provide members, stakeholders, and other interested parties up to date news of
our latest activities and events as well as selective information on defence issues.

In this issue:
President’s message p.2
Catch up with RUSI NSW events p.1 &3
Visit to HARS p.4
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25 May Lecture at the Anzac Memorial Auditorium
2021 Lunchtime Lecture Tuesday 25 May 2021
Start Time: 1300 to be held in the Anzac Memorial Auditorium, Hyde
Park South, Sydney MapLink
Speaker: Commodore Chris Smallhorn RAN (Ret’d) Ex-Comd Fleet Air
Arm, now CEO Coulson Air Tankers Bankstown
Subject: Maritime Security and Australia’s Sovereign Capacities and
Resilience
About the speaker: Toowoomba-born and experienced military
leader with more than 33 years in the Royal Australian Navy. Current
Vice Chairman of the Board of Safeskies Australia and CEO of Coulson
Aviation Australia Pty Ltd. Chris is passionate about safety in the
aviation industry and has previously served as a volunteer Director of
Safeskies Australia for over 7 years. Safeskies Australia is a nonaligned and not-for-profit organisation that seeks to ensure safe skies
for all who fly.
RUSI Members $10, non-members $15
Pre-booking and payment is advised as seating will be limited. Social distancing will be applied.
Book and pay using this link: Booking for 25th May 2021 Lecture
Pre-order a plate of sandwiches for $8, these will be ready at 12 noon at the Auditorium. You
may also bring in your own lunch and spend time with your friends and colleagues.
Entry to the Memorial is via the water cascades opposite Liverpool St. RUSI NSW is open
Mon to Thu from 10am to 4pm
If you arrive early you may wish to visit the Ursula Davidson Library or see the Anzac Memorial
RAAF Centenary Exhibition
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RUSI NSW President’s Message 13 MAY 2021
On behalf of all the Board members of RUSI NSW, I give thanks to all
those who have continued to support us during these difficult COVID
restricted times and, in particular, to thank those who supported by
attending in person our first ‘face to face’ activity for 2021presented by Mr. Shane Fitzsimmons AFSM- the recently appointed
NSW Resilience Commissioner. It was an outstanding presentation,
and Shane continued to develop our selected theme for this year’s
RUSI NSW lunchtime lecture series “Improving Resilience: A Defence
and Security Studies Perspective”. If you have not already done, so I
commend your (webcast) viewing of Shane as one the four already
presented 2021 lectures which are now available on our website:
https://www.rusi.org.au/RUSI-NSW-Lunch-Lectures
On Tuesday 25th May we will again present a ‘face to face’ lectureusing the outstanding venue of the seminar rooms located within the new NSW Anzac Memorial
extensions in Hyde Park Sydney. The presenter is Commodore Chris Smallhorn RAN (Ret’d)- CEO
of Coulson Air Tankers Bankstown. You can also prebook sandwiches- so please arrive early and
enjoy the fellowship before the lecture commences at 1300 (see ‘how to book’ details following)
Some Developing Challenges:
Staffing our Library, RUSI NSW now has a truly world class location for its Library of National
Significance- located in the new extensions to the Anzac Memorial in Hyde Park Sydney. We need
your help please in getting committed staff- either as volunteers who will enable us to open the
Library to the public at least Monday-Friday, OR as a Centrelink option for those wishing to opt
for community service to fulfil the mutual obligation requirement for older persons.
Developing Our Journal, United Service is a most significant asset, and we are exploring ways
develop it to become a National Journal at this time. So- we particularly welcome anyone who
can assist with editorial or production capabilities please.
Can you help? If you are interested, please contact us to discuss possibilities that suit us both, by
phoning or emailing our office, and if you leave us a message, then we will contact you back as
soon as possible.
We look forward to seeing you soon- especially at the May lunchtime lecture!
Sincerely
Michael Hough
RUSI NSW President
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Future RUSI NSW Events
Tuesday 25 May 2021
Lunchtime Lecture at the Anzac Memorial Auditorium Start: 1300
MapLink
Speaker: Commodore Chris Smallhorn RAN (Ret’d) Ex-Comd Fleet Air Arm,
now CEO Coulson Air Tankers Bankstown
Subject: Maritime Security and Australia’s Sovereign Capacities and
Resilience

Tuesday 29 June 2021
Lunchtime Lecture at the Anzac Memorial Auditorium Start: 1300
MapLink
Speaker: Neville Tomkins OAM Chief Commissioner Scouts Australia (NSW
Branch)
Subject: Scouts Australia - Creating ‘Resilient Youth’

Tuesday 15th June 2021
Visit to Historical Aircraft Restoration Society (HARS) Albion Park.
For details and booking information see page 4.

Ways to connect with RUSI NSW
Our website http://www.rusinsw.org.au/
LinkedIn group page - a great place to network https://www.linkedin.com/groups/3791242/
Defence's best kept secret: RUSI NSW on facebook https://www.facebook.com/RUSIDSSNSW/
Recordings of our past lectures

http://www.rusinsw.org.au/site/Videos.php

Subscribe to our YouTube channel http://www.rusinsw.org.au/YouTube
Books for sale list on our website: http://www.rusinsw.org.au/documents/Booksale.pdf
How to get to the Institute http://www.rusinsw.org.au/documents/Getting_to_the_Institute_2018.pdf
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VISIT TO HISTORICAL AIRCRAFT RESTORATION SOCIETY (HARS)
ALBION PARK RAIL REGIONAL AIRPORT
Tuesday 15th June 2021 1030-1500 (Approx)
You will be hosted by senior HARS tour guides in groups not larger than 10 and multiple
groups will be formed if required
Cost: $47.50 includes entrance fee, morning tea and lunch.
Booking Registration by website by cob FRIDAY 11th Jun 2021
(See below for booking details)
RUSI visitors will be responsible for their own transport costs.
Program will commence with Morning Tea at approx. 1030
HARS houses one of the largest collections of flying and static historic
aircraft in Australia, and its role is the preservation of Australian aviation
history.
HARS operates a number of flying ex ADF aircraft including an ex- RAAF Orion/ Neptune/ Caribou/ C47/
Catalina plus ex-FAA Grumman Tracker and Huey. For a full list of HARS AIRCRAFT see: www.hars.org.au
Particular interest to RUSI Members are the following aircraft - many are ex RAAF or RAN FLEET AIR ARM:
FLYING AIRCRAFT
*Lockheed C121
Super Constellation
(Connie)
* Lockheed P3
Orion
*Lockheed P2V5
Neptune (2)
*Douglas C47
Dakota (3)
*Consolidated PBY6
Catalina Amphibian

*de Havilland
Canada Caribou
(2)
*de Havilland
Tiger Moth
*CAF Winjeel
* Cessna 310
* Grumman S2G
Tracker
* Huey UH1B Helo

STATIC DISPLAY AIRCRAFT
*Boeing 747-400
“ City of
Canberra”
*Canberra Jet
Bomber
*F111 Swing Wing
Bomber
*DC4 Skymaster
*De Havilland
Vampire
*CAC Sabre
*Hawker Hunter

*Grumman
Trackers
* Wessex Helo
* Sea Venom
* Sea Fury
*“Southern Cross”
Fokker Tri Motor
Replica
* ‘Cobra’ Gunship
Helo
*Dassault Mirage

OTHER DISPLAY
ITEMS
*Range of Aircraft
Engines and
Cockpits
* Simulators
*De Havilland
Australia Production
Archives
* HARS Shop

How to Book: RSVP and booking by NLT close of business Friday 11th June 2021
ONLINE BOOKING ONLY through the HARS WEBSITE and have your credit card ready.
Click on: https://www.harsmuseumshop.com.au/collections/event-tickets

COST: $47.50 [includes entrance fee, morning tea and lunch]
You will receive an email receipt and ticket

Contact our office with any enquiries. Ph: (02) 82622922 email: office@rusinsw.org.au
Transport to HARS:
Train Timetable: (PLEASE CHECK THE CURRENT TIMETABLE TO CONFIRM)
From Central to Albion Park Railway Station (APRS) on the South Coast Line: Depart Central 0813 and
arrive at APRS 1028
Return journey: APRS to Central: Depart APRS 1514 - arrive Central 1704
Note: APRS is opposite the airport runway and HARS is a 5 min walk from the station.
By Car: address is 54 Airport Rd Albion Park 1 hr 47min drive. There is free parking outside HARS.
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Veteran Writer in Residence program at the RUSI Ursula Davidson Library
Veterans and their families interested in writing their stories will
have access to help from a working, published author under a new
veteran writer in residence program established by the Royal
United Services Institute for Defence and Security Studies NSW
(RUSI NSW) and the Anzac Memorial in Hyde Park, Sydney, every
Friday.
Sydney author and Afghanistan veteran Tony Park has been
named as the RUSI NSW/Anzac Memorial inaugural Veteran
Writer in Residence.
Based at the RUSI NSW Ursula Davidson Library in the Anzac
Memorial, Tony will work on his two current writing projects – his
20th novel and a biography of a high-profile Australian military
veteran, and also will be available to help other veterans and their
relatives.
“With Australia’s involvement in recent conflicts in the Middle East winding down, I’ve noticed a
groundswell of veterans – and in some cases their relatives – wanting to tell their stories,” Tony
said.
Retired Major General Paul Irving, who manages the library’s collections of some 20,000 historic
military books, maps and memorabilia, said the Ursula Davidson Library would provide a fitting,
welcoming place for veterans to seek guidance on their own writing.
Tony Park served in the Army Reserve for 34 years, including six months full-time service as an
Army public affairs officer in Afghanistan in 2002. He is the published author of 19 thriller novels
set in Africa and seven non-fiction books.
His non-fiction work includes ‘War Dogs’, co-authored with Illawarra-resident Shane Bryant, who
worked as an explosive detection dog handler in Afghanistan and, most recently, ‘Courage Under
Fire’, with Daniel Keighran VC, who received the nation’s highest honour for valour as a result of
his actions in Afghanistan.
During his four-month tenure as the veteran writer in residence Tony plans to host in-person
drop-ins and online workshops on writing for the veteran community.

Contact:
Tony Park 0414352199;

tony@tonypark.net www.tonypark.net
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Recent RUSI NSW Lectures – Catch up online
These recent lectures were recorded and can be viewed on YouTube or our Videos Page
Lunchtime Lecture April 2021
Speaker: Commissioner Shane Fitzsimmons AFSM inaugural Commissioner
for Resilience NSW and Deputy Secretary, Emergency Management with the
Department of Premier and Cabinet
Subject: Resilience - Preparing and recovering from crisis and disaster.
70 minutes
Lunchtime Lecture (online) March 2021
Speaker: Dr Andy Robertson CSC PSM, Assistant Director General, Public and
Aboriginal Health, and Chief Health Officer at W.A. Department of Health
Subject: Improving Resilience
Lunchtime Lecture (online) February 2021
Speaker: Commodore Vince di Pietro AM CSC RAN Ret'd
Subject: Resilience - the Recovery Phase
45 minutes
Lunchtime Lecture (online) January 2021
Speaker: Dr Keith Suter - Managing Director Global Directions
Subject: Improving resilience in Australia
46 minutes
Lunchtime Lecture (online) December 2020 Speaker: Herve Lemahieu
Subject: 2020 Sir Herman Black Year in Review Lecture - A Year of Crisis: Climate,
Coronavirus and China
37 minutes
Lunchtime Lecture (online) November 2020
Speaker: Major General Kath Campbell AO CSC
Subject: ADF's Response to the Bushfire and COVID Crises
20 minutes
Lunchtime Lecture (online) October 2020
Speaker: Senator Jim Molan AO DSC
Subject: The Next 100 Years
37 minutes
Lunchtime Lecture (online) September 2020
Speaker: Lieutenant Colonel Peter Sweeney RFD Ret'd
Subject: The Battle of the Bismarck Sea
22 minutes
Lunchtime Lecture (online) August 2020
Speaker: Dr Gorana Grgic
Subject: The state of trans-Atlantic relations: The United States and Europe
55 minutes
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Latest Defence News
Anzac Day - A time to reflect

Chief of the Defence Force General
Angus Campbell, AO, DSC, during
the 2021 Anzac Day National
Service held at the Australian War
Memorial in Canberra.

“Lest we forget.”

For over a century, on Anzac Day, Australians around the nation and
the world have paused to remember and commemorate those who
have served past and present. The Australian Defence Force (ADF)
continues to answer the call to serve the nation whether that is on
operations abroad or closer to home. Chief of the Defence Force,
General Angus Campbell, AO, DSC, said the sailors, soldiers and
aviators of the ADF have much to be proud of.
“Every day I see our people humbly carry out their duty with
excellence and initiative, and display great mateship. This is the
essence of the Anzac Spirit,” General Campbell said. “We remember
and honour those who went before us from the Gallipoli landing in
1915 through to the campaigns and operations of today.” There are
currently approximately 2500 ADF personnel deployed on operations
and activities, both abroad and domestically, including ADF personnel
assisting with disaster relief efforts or supporting the Government’s
response to the COVID-19 pandemic. “We also remember and thank
the families and communities who love, trust and enable our people
to remain resolute in service—this too is part of the Anzac Spirit,”
General Campbell said.

Joint Media Release – Prime Minister, The Hon Scott Morrison MP – Major
Investment in Northern Territory Defence Bases
On the 28 April the Prime Minister advised that the Government
will invest $747 million to upgrade four key training areas and
ranges in the Northern Territory to enable the Australian
Defence Force to conduct simulated training exercises and
remain battle ready.
Essential upgrades will be made to four key military training
areas and weapon ranges in the Northern Territory, including:
Robertson Barracks, Kangaroo Flats, Mount Bundey and
Bradshaw.
These Defence training areas and facilities will support greater
engagement with our Indo-Pacific neighbours and our allies, and
to conduct small and large scale military exercises across a
number of different scenarios.
Minister for Defence Peter Dutton said this significant
investment would ensure the Australian Defence Force continues
to deliver world class training and our engagement with allies The Hon Peter Dutton MP
and other nations through the conduct of joint training exercises, Minister for Defence
including with the US Marine Rotational Force - Darwin.
“This investment is critical to ensuring that our ADF land combat capability is equipped with the
cutting edge technology it will require to maintain our competitive advantage,” Minister Dutton
said. The full report can be accessed with this link.
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General Defence News
Maitland returns home after fishery patrols
HMAS Maitland has returned home after taking part in Australia’s latest contribution to
Operation Solania, supporting the Solomon
Islands’ efforts in border security and protecting
regional fisheries. Operation Rai Balang, which
was the first iteration of Operation Solania this
year, was held from March 3-19 at the request of
the Solomon Islands’ Government.
These partner operations aim to detect and deter
illegal, unregulated and unreported fishing
activity. The operation also supported the
Solomon Islands’ Government’s response to
COVID-19 at the nation’s western border.
HMAS Maitland off the coast of Honiara, Solomon Islands, and
an Air Force C27-J Spartan during a maritime surveillance
Maitland’s deployment was the first long-term
patrol for illegal fishing activity on Operation Solania.
overseas deployment for an Armidale-class patrol
boat since COVID-19 restrictions began. The
ship’s company spent 36 days aboard and completed four contactless port visits.
The full report can be accessed with this link.

HMAS Supply (ll) Commissioned
HMAS Supply (II) was welcomed into Royal
Australian Navy service on April 10 during a
commissioning ceremony at Fleet Base East
in Sydney. The first of two new Supply-class
auxiliary oiler replenishment ships, Supply is
a welcome boost to the fleet’s operational
support capability. Commanding Officer
Captain Ben Hissink said the 173 crew
members were proud to serve on such a
strategically important new platform.
“We celebrated the commissioning of a
critical support capability that will help
extend the endurance of our task groups and
Navy’s ability to protect all Australians,”
Captain Hissink said.

Able Seaman Lily Philips during the commissioning ceremony for
HMAS Supply at Fleet Base East in Sydney.

“We follow in the footsteps of Supply (I) that fuelled our seafarers with good oil in good spirit,
but now we do so again with additional logistics and combat capabilities.” Supply and her
incoming sister ship, NUSHIP Stalwart, will carry fuel, water, food, parts and dry cargo for the
replenishment of Australian and regional partner ships while under way at sea, and to aid in
humanitarian and disaster relief when called upon. They also have a combat management
system, advancing capability over the previous support ships, HMA Ships Success and Sirius.
The full report can be accessed here: HMAS Supply welcomed to fleet | Defence News
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Tropical Cyclone Seroja Assistance

Sergeant David McCabe from the 13th Combat Service
Support Battalion supervises during the clean-up of a
Northampton farm following Tropical Cyclone Seroja.

Soldiers from 13 Brigade and the Pilbara Regiment
are assisting the Western Australia Government in
Northampton after Tropical Cyclone Seroja. The
small town was one of several identified as having
significant debris and damage across the local
community from the cyclonic winds.
Officer Commanding Pilbara Regiment 2 Squadron
Major Brendan Gilbert is the Liaison Officer of Joint
Task Group 629.6 that has been assigned to help
coordinate the clean-up. “Facilities like the local
high school or sports club are particularly
important for smaller communities,” Major Gilbert
said. “Working directly with the community we’re
helping is a great feeling.”

The full report can be accessed with this link.

Tracking system is all about driver safety
Army has rolled out a system that tracks vehicle
speed, location and driver hours.
A telematics system that tracks the speed and
position of vehicles, as well as the driver’s hours,
has been rolled out to many Army vehicles with
the aim of improving safety, but with the added
benefit of saving time. For each task, drivers log
on to tablets, mounted to the vehicle
windscreen, which can also be remotely loaded
with heavy-vehicle permits.
“It’s going to alleviate a whole lot of paperwork
that we have to take with us on drives. It’s also Corporal Jess Hardy, an instructor at the Army School of
got the vehicle checklist before we depart,” she Transport, used the system during a trial at the 3rd Combat
Service Support Battalion
said.
“In the past, if we were on an exercise and
permits changed, you’d have to find a Defence terminal, print off permits and make sure every
vehicle had them before you started driving again." Location and speed data also can be
remotely monitored from computers and mobile devices via an unclassified system. The tablets
can alert drivers if they hit a certain speed and inform a transport manger if they go higher.
Headquarters 17 Brigade first trialled 152 units from early 2019. Following the initial success of
the trial, Army Headquarters has embarked on an expanded pilot program, which will introduce a
further 1650 units. The full report can be accessed with this link.
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Welcome to Pucka
Senior Australian Defence Force OfficerPuckapunyal Colonel David McCammon
hosted Aunty Joanne and Uncle Shane from
the local Taungurung Land and Waters
Council. For Uncle Shane, it was an
important occasion to explain to
Indigenous and non-Indigenous members
posted to the base why it was important to
welcome visitors to ancestral country. “In
Taungurung culture we have a close
affiliation to the land and its care,” Uncle
Shane said.
“We welcome visitors to our land. We
Uncle Shane and Aunty Joanne welcome newly Army and APS members
extend our friendship and we offer
at Puckapunyal Military Area.
cleansing through the white smoke of this
fire. White smoke is a healing smoke, unlike the destructive black smoke of bushfires that have
caused so much damage to our land. By bathing yourself in this smoke, you leave behind any
harmful spirits that may have followed you here. Breath in its healing vapours and know that you
are welcome on Taungurung land.”
After opening the yarning circle during NAIDOC Week 2020, Aunty Joanne said she was looking
forward to seeing the area continuing to develop and grow connections between each other’s
mobs. “This yarning circle continues to be a place where we can come together and learn from
each other,” Aunty Joanne said.
At the conclusion of the ceremony, Colonel McCammon thanked Aunty Joanne and Uncle Shane
for their ongoing commitment to soldiers and staff posted to Puckapunyal and presented each
with a Defence Friendship coin and Rising Sun hat badge.
The full report can be accessed with this link.

Maintaining pride in Hornet work
Hornet maintainers have played a vital role in
the life cycle of the F/A-18A/B aircraft, which
they are preparing to farewell. Maintainers
have kept this aircraft operational from the
time it came into service with the Air Force in
1985 through to when the last F/A-18A/B
Hornet retires in 2021.
Commander of Air Combat Group Air
Commodore Timothy Alsop said the fleet
consisted of 18 dual-seat variants F/A-18B
(A21-101 to 118) and 57 single-seat F/A-18A
variants (A21-001 to 057) as well as associated
An Air Force F/A-18A Hornet takes off from RAAF Base Williamtown
simulators, support equipment and spares.
“As a result of many Hornet upgrade programs,
the Classic Hornet had improved armament and targeting systems, electronic warfare and
countermeasures systems and mission computer software, creating an even more versatile and
effective combat aircraft,” Air Commodore Alsop said.
The full report can be accessed with this link.
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Defence Industry
Tech paves way for future anti-mine capabilities
The RAN could soon use remote autonomous
systems to jam mine explosives under a new
program being explored through industry
providers. The Mine Warfare and Clearance
Diving Group, based at HMAS Waterhen in NSW,
recently participated in a demonstration of a
programmable micro-influence generator (MIG),
used
as part of autonomous mine
countermeasures.
Developed by Mission Systems PTY, the MIG is a
small device that has mine-jamming capabilities,
which could one day be used as part of Navy’s
Director of Mission Systems PTY David Battle discusses with
Captain Etienne Mulder from the Mine Warfare and Clearance
mine warfare. It’s programmable to simulate
Diving Group about the use of a generator used to jam mine
magnetic and acoustic signatures able to jam or
firing systems.
confuse the firing circuit of a mine. Mine
Warfare and Clearance Diving Group capability manager Captain Etienne Mulder said this was an
excellent demonstration of industry innovation. “It shows the Navy’s continued interest in the
development of Remote Autonomous Systems and artificial intelligence capabilities,” Captain
Mulder said. Mission Systems PTY director David Battle said the next stage was to further
improve the effectiveness and deployability of the current working version.
The full report can be accessed with this link.

International
A number of international organisations publish excellent material on issues which impact on our
region. The following reports are recommended.
The Interpreter published by the Lowy Institute features daily commentary and analysis on
international issues. The site is edited by Daniel Flitton (Managing Editor) and Sam
Hendricks (Deputy Editor), along with founding editor Sam Roggeveen (Director of Digital). In
keeping with the spirit of the Lowy Institute, The Interpreter has a strong commitment to
analytic integrity. Its editorial stance is independent and non-partisan, with the aim of informing
and deepening discussions about international policy. The Interpreter issued 22nd April has two
good articles worth reading:

Will the Five Eyes stare down China’s economic coercion by James Laurenceson
22nd April 2021
Next month brings the inauspicious one-year anniversary of China ramping up a campaign of
trade punishment against Australia. Wine, barley, beef, lobster and coal have all been targeted.
And there’s no end in sight. Weary Australian government ministers could be forgiven for taking
solace in a series of supportive statements from the Biden administration, as well as by senior
politicians and officials in other liberal democratic countries.

Official Newsletter of the Royal United Services
for Defence and Security Studies, NSW Inc
PageInstitute
| 11
ABN 80 724 654 162 www.rusinsw.org.au office@rusinsw.org.au Telephone: (02) 8262 2922

12
Last month, Trade Minister Dan Tehan said, “I think all Australians should be reassured by the
fact that the Americans have come out and said
that they’ve got our back, and they won’t leave
us alone on the playing field”. Prime Minis ter
Scott Morrison followed up by expressing
appreciation for the “great support we’ve had
from liberal democracies around the world,
none less so than the United States”. The
government has also taken to promoting the
economic connections among the intelligence
sharing partnership of the so-called “Five Eyes”
– Australia, Canada, New Zealand, the United
Kingdom and the United States.
A police officer standing at the entrance gate of the Australian
embassy in Beijing in July 2020 (Nicolas Asfouri/AFP via Getty
Image

Australia is providing an important international
community service. Plenty of capitals are keen to take lessons from Canberra’s experience about
how to manage their own relations with Beijing and what a more powerful and nationalistic
China might mean for their interests.
But in terms of “having Australia’s back”, what support, precisely, is being offered to Australia?
To date at least, it’s not economic solidarity.” The full report can be accessed with this link.

Accountability is the path to better governance in PNG by Justice Gua 22nd April 2021
“The article argues that “A more inclusive environment and more responsive public-service
initiatives will lessen the citizen-state divide”.
“When we look at progress in decentralisation in Papua New Guinea over the last 20 years – the
sole continuous and overriding policy priority of successive governments – many challenges
remain to improve downstream service delivery. Programming for “social accountability” shifts
the focus from government to governance. It’s about the difficult stuff – relationships, trust and
legitimacy.

Street art in Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea (denisbin/Flickr)

“When we look at progress in
decentralisation in Papua New Guinea
over the last 20 years – the sole
continuous and overriding policy
priority of successive governments –
many challenges remain to improve
downstream
service
delivery.
Programming
for
“social
accountability” shifts the focus from
government to governance. It’s about
the difficult stuff, even it’s often
referred to as the soft stuff –
relationships, trust and legitimacy.

Australian development assistance in PNG is designed to get behind leaders and civil society
organisations to enable local voices to be heard. In the program on which I have been working,
the Decentralisation and Citizen Participation Program (DCPP), this has meant we have had to
find new approaches that privilege PNG ways of working as well as – and sometimes instead of –
Australian ways of working. This has found expression in a number of projects – for example, The
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Voice Inc., a youth-led organisation with a “coalitions for change” approach, the recently
funded Tearfund social accountability project, focusing on leadership within the Church
Partnership Program, and the WASH social accountability project, in association with UNICEF.
The key to the success of such programs is the range of mechanisms that citizens use to hold
political representatives, public officials and service providers to account. DCPP supports social
accountability through initiatives such as the Church Partnership Program and the Media for
Development Initiative. “ The full report can be accessed with this link.

Russia Tracking First U.S. Coast Guard Cutter to the Black Sea in 12 Year The USNI
Weekly News dated 27 April by Sam LaGrone, editor of USNI News.
Sam LaGrone has covered legislation, acquisition and operations for the Sea Services since 2009
and spent time underway with the U.S. Navy, U.S. Marine Corps and the Canadian Navy.
“A Coast Guard Cutter is now in the Black Sea,
a first for the service since 2008, U.S. 6th fleet
said in a Tuesday statement. Legend-class
National
Security
Cutter
USS Hamilton (WMSL-753) passed through
the Bosphorus strait in support of NATO
operations in the region.
“The last U.S. Coast Guard Cutter to visit the
Black Sea, USCGC Dallas (WHEC-716) sailed to
the Black Sea twice, in 2008 and 1995,” reads
the statement. The rare transit comes as part
of the U.S. Coast Guard’s latest long-range
USCGC Hamilton (WMSL-753) transited Bosphorus towards the Black
mission emanating from the East Coast.
Sea on April 27, 2021. Photo by Yörük Işık
Hamilton is on a patrol in 6th Fleet and
transited the Atlantic with USCGC Charles Moulthrope (WPC-1141) and USCGC Robert
Goldman (WPC-1142). The two Sentinel-class fast response cutters are in the Mediterranean and
will continue to their new homeport of Manama, Bahrain. The Coast Guard has maintained a pair
of cutters in the Persian Gulf, in part to support the security of Iraqi oil terminals.
Shortly after the transit, Russian officials issued a statement saying their Black Sea forces were
monitoring Hamilton during its time in the waters.”
The full report can be accessed with this link.
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About the Royal United Services Institute for Defence and Security
Studies, NSW Inc

Founded as the United Service Institution of New South Wales in 1888, the Royal United Services
Institute for Defence and Security Studies, NSW (or RUSI NSW) is one of seven self-governing
constituent bodies of the Royal United Services Institute for Defence and Security Australia
Limited.
The aim of RUSI NSW is to promote informed debate on, and to improve public awareness and
understanding of, defence and national security. To this end, RUSI NSW:
•
•
•

•
•
•

educates the public about Australia’s defence and national security;
publishes a highly-respected professional journal;
provides a forum for the discussion of defence and security issues by conducting regular
lectures, seminars conferences workshops and visits to defence and security
establishments;
provides professional development programs;
operates a public library, specialising in defence and security literature dating from the
late 18th century to the current day; and
conducts social and networking functions for members

Members and visitors are encouraged to use the library facilities for reading or research. The
library is open on Monday to Thursday from 1000h to 1600h and for Researchers by
appointment.
The RUSI’s office and the Ursula Davidson Library are now located in the Centenary Extension of
the Anzac Memorial, Hyde Park South, with access from Liverpool Street – close to Museum
railway station, buses and car parking stations.
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