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Welcome to this month’s issue of the electronic newsletter of the Royal United 
Services Institute for Defence and Security Studies NSW, Inc the aim of which is to 
provide members, stakeholders, and other interested parties up to date news of 
our latest activities and events as well as selective information on defence issues.   
 

In this issue:   
Catch up with RUSI NSW past lectures online: p. 3,  
Latest News: p.4, 
General Defence News: p.6,  
Defence Exercises: p.7,  
Defence Industry: p.9, 
International Defence News p.9.    
 
 

First of our Live Lectures for 2021 
 

You are invited to attend our first live 2021 Lunchtime Lecture 
Tuesday 27 April 2021  
Start Time: 1300 to be held in the Anzac Memorial Auditorium, 
Hyde Park South, Sydney   MapLink 
Speaker: Commissioner Shane Fitzsimmons AFSM 
Subject: Resilience - Preparing and recovering from crisis and 
disaster. 
 

About the speaker: Shane Fitzsimmons was appointed as the 
inaugural Commissioner for Resilience NSW and Deputy 
Secretary, Emergency Management with the Department of 
Premier and Cabinet from 1 May 2020. He is currently the chair 

of the State Emergency Management Committee (SEMC), the State Recovery Committee (SRC) 
and the National Emergency Medical Committee (NEMC). This appointment followed a 
distinguished career with the NSW Rural Fire Service of over 35 years, serving as both a volunteer 
and salaried member. 
 
RUSI Members $10, non-members $15     
Pre-booking and payment is advised as seating will be limited. Social distancing will be applied. 
Book and pay using this link:  Booking for 27th April 2021 Lecture 
You may pre-order a plate of sandwiches for $8, these will be ready at 12 noon at the 
Auditorium.  You may also bring in your own lunch and spend time with your friends and 
colleagues. 
 

If you arrive early you may wish to visit the Ursula Davidson Library or see the Anzac Memorial 
RAAF Centenary Exhibition   

Anzac Memorial, Hyde Park 
South, Sydney NSW 2000 

 
PO Box A778 SYDNEY SOUTH 

NSW 1235 
 

www.rusinsw.org.au       
 

office@rusinsw.org.au  
Telephone: (02) 8262 2922    

http://www.rusinsw.org.au/Newsletter
https://goo.gl/maps/UDSaxLdUACRdvKcz7
https://rusinsw.org.au/datacap/function_pay.php?functionname=Lunchtime+Lecture&functiondat=27+Apr+2021&membercost=10&nonmembercost=15&lunchcost=8
https://www.anzacmemorial.nsw.gov.au/event/raaf-centenary-exhibition


2 

 

Page | 2 Official Newsletter of the Royal United Services Institute for Defence and Security Studies, NSW Inc 
ABN 80 724 654 162     www.rusinsw.org.au      office@rusinsw.org.au     Telephone: (02) 8262 2922      

 

President’s Message     6 April 2021 
 
On behalf of all members of RUSI NSW, I give thanks that we are emerging towards a post COVID 
vaccinated world in which some of our ‘traditional’ activities can recommence, often with 
modified formats. 
One of those traditional activities is our RUSI NSW monthly lecture series, and I am very pleased 
that (subject to no last-minute Government policy changes) our NSW public health situation has 
improved to the point where we can, this month, restart our ‘face to face’ monthly RUSI NSW 
lectures. 
I hope that you have been following our theme for this year’s RUSI NSW lecture series 
“Improving Resilience:- A Defence and National Security Perspective”,  and if you have not 
already done so I commend your viewing of the three already presented lectures which are 
available on our website as follows:-   http://www.rusinsw.org.au/site/Videos.php  

 

 Jan 2021- Dr Keith Suter AM Consultant on strategic planning and futurist. A Futurist 
Perspective;  

 Feb 2021- Commodore Vince Di Pietro AM CSC (Ret’d) Recovery into Resilience Project 
Coordinator and Project Team Chair Learning from the NSW South Coast Disaster Recovery 
Experiences, and  

 March 2021- Dr Andy Robertson CSC Assistant Director General, Public and Aboriginal 
Health, and Chief Health Officer at W.A. Department of Health Leadership In a State COVID 
19 Program.  
 

On Tuesday 27th April we will present the April 2021 RUSI NSW Lecture as a ‘face to face’ option- 
using the outstanding venue of the Auditorium located within the new NSW’s Anzac Memorial 
extensions in Hyde Park Sydney. 
The presenter is Commissioner Shane Fitzsimmons- the recently appointed NSW Resilience 
Commissioner. The lecture will be webcast for those who can’t make it, but please make every 
effort to attend in person if you can.  Please pre-book and pay using this link.   
 
A Request for Your Help: RUSI NSW now has a truly world class location for its Library of National 
Significance, in the new extension to the Anzac Memorial in Hyde Park Sydney. We need your 
help please in getting committed volunteers who will enable us to open the Library to the public 
at least Monday-Friday. 
If you can commit a half-day or one day per week, anyone with good office abilities or library 
training would be most welcome to enquire. It is enjoyable work. If you have an interest in 
military strategy, naval or air force matters, please consider joining the Library Committee that 
meets monthly to review books for purchase. Can you help? Please contact us to discuss 
possibilities that suit us both, by phoning or emailing our office.   
We look forward to seeing you soon. 
 
Sincerely,   
Michael Hough   RUSI NSW President 
 

New RUSI NSW members 
 

A special welcome is extended to the following new members:   
Ian Carter,   Craig Horner, and John King 

 

http://www.rusinsw.org.au/site/Videos.php
https://rusinsw.org.au/datacap/function_pay.php?functionname=Lunchtime+Lecture&functiondat=27+Apr+2021&membercost=10&nonmembercost=15&lunchcost=8
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Recent RUSI NSW Lectures – Catch up online    

 
These lectures were recorded this year and can be viewed on YouTube or our Videos Page   
 

Lunchtime Lecture (online) March 2021 
Speaker: Dr Andy Robertson CSC PSM, Assistant Director General, Public and 
Aboriginal Health, and Chief Health Officer at W.A. Department of Health     
Subject: Improving Resilience 
 

 

Lunchtime Lecture (online) February 2021 
Speaker:  Commodore Vince di Pietro AM CSC RAN Ret'd 
Subject: Resilience - the Recovery Phase 
45 minutes  

 
Lunchtime Lecture (online) January 2021   
Speaker: Dr Keith Suter - Managing Director Global Directions 
Subject: Improving resilience in Australia      
46 minutes  

  
Lunchtime Lecture (online) December 2020    Speaker: Herve Lemahieu 
Subject: 2020 Sir Herman Black Year in Review Lecture - A Year of Crisis: Climate, 
Coronavirus and China 
37 minutes   
 
Lunchtime Lecture (online) November 2020 
Speaker: Major General Kath Campbell AO CSC 
Subject: ADF's Response to the Bushfire and COVID Crises 
20 minutes   
 
Lunchtime Lecture (online) October 2020 
Speaker: Senator Jim Molan AO DSC 
Subject: The Next 100 Years 
37 minutes   
 
Lunchtime Lecture (online) September 2020 
Speaker: Lieutenant Colonel Peter Sweeney RFD Ret'd 
Subject: The Battle of the Bismarck Sea 
22 minutes   
 
Lunchtime Lecture (online) August 2020 
Speaker: Dr Gorana Grgic 
Subject: The state of trans-Atlantic relations: The United States and Europe 
55 minutes   
 
Lunchtime Lecture (online) July 2020 
Speaker: Admiral Chris Barrie AC Ret'd 
Subject: Why Climate Change is an Important Component of National Security 
59 minutes   

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQ9ghBL_V9X5Cp4DLSTMfXw/videos
http://www.rusinsw.org.au/site/Videos.php
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5EghUomNGgc
http://www.rusinsw.org.au/site/VideoTheatre40.php
http://www.rusinsw.org.au/site/VideoTheatre39.php
http://www.rusinsw.org.au/site/VideoTheatre38.php
http://www.rusinsw.org.au/site/VideoTheatre38.php
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ub53hpLHAwM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2OqmR9qZvXA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_NB6Cd9fy-0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wMlI-BpGtHg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vf9NzH2Ujng
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Ways to connect with RUSI NSW    
    

 
Our website    http://www.rusinsw.org.au/ 

 
  LinkedIn group page - a great place to network https://www.linkedin.com/groups/3791242/ 

 

      Defence's best kept secret: RUSI NSW on facebook https://www.facebook.com/RUSIDSSNSW/  

     Recordings of our past lectures       http://www.rusinsw.org.au/site/Videos.php  

 

  Subscribe to our YouTube channel    http://www.rusinsw.org.au/YouTube    

    Books for sale list on our website: http://www.rusinsw.org.au/documents/Booksale.pdf 

 
 

Latest Defence News  

 

Ministerial Appointments to Department of Defence  
 

On 29 March the Prime Minister advised that he would be 
advising the Governor General of changes to his Ministry, 
including the Minister of the Department of Defence.   
 

Minister Peter Dutton was sworn in as the Minister for Defence 
on 30 March 2021. Peter has been a member of the National 
Security Committee of Cabinet for 6 years. He is also a member of 
the Expenditure Review Committee and the Prime Minister’s 
leadership team.   Previously, he served as the inaugural Home 
Affairs Minister in its modern form from December 2017, with 
responsibility for the Australian Federal Police, Australian Border 
Force, Australian Security Intelligence Organisation, Australian 
Criminal Intelligence Commission and the Australian Transaction 
Reports and Analysis Centre. Peter has also previously served as 
the Minister for Immigration and Border Protection from 
December 2014 until August 2018 overseeing Operation 
Sovereign Borders – stopping the boats, getting every child out 

of detention, closing the Manus Regional Processing Centre and overseeing the special intake of 
12,000 refugees from the Syria and Iraq conflicts. 
 

 
Centenary of Air Force 
On the  31 March the Royal Australian Air Force  marked 100 years of service to Australia with 
commemorative events in Canberra and at Air Force bases across the nation and overseas.  Chief 
of Air Force, Air Marshal Mel Hupfeld, AO, DSC highlighted the evolution from biplanes to an air 
force characterised by high-tech capabilities that delivers effects not only in the air, but across all 
domains including space and cyber. Air Marshal Hupfeld said the current force is a tribute to 
generations of dedicated men and women and their remarkable ingenuity and resilience.   “In 

The Hon Peter Dutton MP 
Minister for Defence 

https://www.minister.defence.gov.au/minister/peter-dutton
http://www.rusinsw.org.au/
https://rusinsw.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8767b02a06f6fd63933dc7256&id=2dc82db420&e=86da85482d
http://www.rusinsw.org.au/site/Videos.php
http://www.rusinsw.org.au/YouTube
http://www.rusinsw.org.au/documents/Booksale.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/RUSIDSSNSW/
http://www.rusinsw.org.au/site/Videos.php
http://www.rusinsw.org.au/YouTube
http://www.rusinsw.org.au/documents/Booksale.pdf
http://www.rusinsw.org.au/
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/3791242/
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our first 100 years, in conflict, peacekeeping, search 
and rescue, disaster relief and humanitarian 
assistance, Air Force developed a reputation within 
our nation and among our global partners for courage, 
perseverance and overcoming adversity. We 
consistently deliver air power well above the weight of 
an air force our size,” Air Marshal Hupfeld said. “More 
than 350,000 Australians have served in Air Force 
since 1921 and 11,191 have died in service during that 
time—we will always remember their service and 
sacrifice. 
The full report can be accessed here: Centenary of Air 
Force | Defence News 
 
 

Operation NSW Flood Assist 
The ADF has stablished Operation NSW Flood Assist as part 
of the Australian Government’s response to the NSW flood 
emergency. The ADF is coordinating support under the 
direction of Resilience NSW and the NSW State Emergency 
Operations Centre.  Defence has set up Emergency 
Support Force North (headquartered in Coffs Harbour), 
and Emergency Support Force South (headquartered in 
Adamstown, near Taree). These teams are being 
supported by aviation, logistics and headquarters 
elements.  ADF personnel are removing debris, clearing 
roads to provide access, and clearing other flood and 
storm debris to support access to critical infrastructure or 

essential services. Other activities include sand-bagging, general clean-up duties, moving stores 
and supporting the provision of supplies to isolated communities. 
The full report can be accessed here:  Operation NSW Flood Assist | Defence News  
 

Morrison Government accelerates Sovereign Guided Weapons manufacturing 
In a joint media release of 31 March the Prime Minister the Hon Scott Morrison MP advised that 
the Morrison Government will accelerate the creation of a $1 billion Sovereign Guided Weapons 
Enterprise, boosting skilled jobs and helping secure Australia’s sovereign defence capabilities.  
The Department of Defence will now select a strategic industry partner to operate a sovereign 
guided weapons manufacturing capability on behalf of the Government as a key part of the new 
Enterprise. 
  
The new Enterprise will support missile and guided weapons manufacturing for use across the 
Australian Defence Force. Prime Minister Scott Morrison said creating a sovereign defence 
industrial capability was a key priority for the Government while also creating new opportunities 
for jobs and small business growth. “Creating our own sovereign capability on Australian soil is 
essential to keep Australians safe, while also providing thousands of local jobs in businesses right 
across the defence supply chain,” the Prime Minister said. “As the COVID-19 pandemic has 
shown, having the ability for self-reliance, be it vaccine development or the defence of Australia, 
is vital to meeting our own requirements in a changing global environment. “It’s an imperative 
we now proceed with the creation of a sovereign guided weapons capability as a priority, 
accelerating this process following the idea first being explored in the Force Structure Plan.”   

Army Reservists from the 5th Engineer Regiment 
assist local communities with the clean-up efforts 
at Weeroona Caravan Park in Manning Point  

Chief of Air Force, Air Marshal Mel Hupfeld, AO, DSC, 
with Mrs Louise Hupfeld, reflects before laying a 
wreath on behalf of all Air Force members at the Last 
Post Ceremony commemorating the Air Force 
Centenary at the Australian War Memorial, Canberra. 

 

https://news.defence.gov.au/media/media-releases/centenary-air-force
https://news.defence.gov.au/media/media-releases/centenary-air-force
https://news.defence.gov.au/national/operation-nsw-flood-assist-sun-04042021-1330
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The full report can be accessed here:  Morrison Government accelerates Sovereign Guided 
Weapons manufacturing | Department of Defence Ministers 
 

 
General Defence News  
 

Governor's bird's-eye view of Air Force history 
The Governor of South Australia Hieu Van Le had a 
flight in a PC-21 during his visit to RAAF Base 
Edinburgh on March 23 to mark the centenary of 
the Air Force. The PC-21 is one of the Aircraft 
Research and Development unit’s (ARDU) newest 
aircraft based in South Australia and is regarded as 
the world’s most advanced pilot training aircraft.   
It is ARDU’s primary aircraft for flight test 
operations, continuing RAAF Base Edinburgh’s and 
South Australia’s long history in aerospace trials 
and development Mr Van Le was able to 
experience the aircraft’s capabilities first-hand.     
Before the flight, the Mr Van Le spoke about South 
Australia’s proud history with Australian military aviation.  The full report can be accessed here: 
Governor's bird's-eye view of Air Force history | Defence News 
 

Sydney sails for trials in United States 
HMAS Sydney departed her home port at Fleet 
Base East last week to conduct trials on her 
AEGIS weapons system with the United States 
Navy. The tests are a crucial milestone in order 
for Sydney to be declared available for 
operational deployments. Wishing Sydney fair 
winds and following seas on her deployment to 
the US to undergo her combat systems sea 
qualification trials there and in Canada, Fleet 
Commander Rear Admiral Mark Hammond said 
the deployment marked the culmination of more 
than a decade of work by the Australian 
Shipbuilding Industry to deliver this war-fighting 

capability to Navy, and represented Sydney’s final milestone in the ship’s introduction into 
service. Rear Admiral Hammond wished Commanding Officer Sydney Commander Edward 
Seymour and his crew a successful deployment, and expressed his thanks to all the families and 
friends for the support shown to their loved ones during the deployment. 
The full report can be accessed here: Sydney sails for trials in United States | Defence News 
 

  

Governor of South Australia Hieu Van Lee in a PC-21 aircraft 
after a fight during his visit to RAAF Edinburgh 

HMAS Sydney passes sister ship HMAS Brisbane as they depart 
Garden Island in Sydney. 

https://www.minister.defence.gov.au/minister/peter-dutton/media-releases/morrison-government-accelerates-sovereign-guided-weapons
https://www.minister.defence.gov.au/minister/peter-dutton/media-releases/morrison-government-accelerates-sovereign-guided-weapons
https://news.defence.gov.au/capability/governors-birds-eye-view-air-force-history
https://news.defence.gov.au/international/sydney-sails-trials-united-states
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A Royal Australian Air Force C-27J Spartan flies over HMAS Maitland 
off the coast of Honiara, Solomon Islands, during a maritime 
surveillance patrol for illegal fishing activity on Operation Solania.  

Antarctic operation a breeze 
COVID-19 didn’t stop personnel from the mobile air 
loading team from successfully completing 
Operation Southern Discovery in Antarctica. The 
team, from the combat support group, flies cargo 
missions from Hobart to Antarctica on a C-17A 
Globemaster during the Austral summer period 
from November to March each year.   
Team members transport a range of equipment 
and goods from large-scale heavy scientific and 
operational equipment to food supplies, all in 
support of Australia’s Antarctic program. Border 
restrictions meant members had to quarantine at 
Anglesea Barracks two weeks before starting load 
preparations. Leading Aircraftwoman Bonnie Grynglas said she helped transport personnel 
between the barracks and Hobart Airport. “We took every precaution to ensure that COVID-19 
would not enter Antarctica by socially distancing and wearing masks,” Leading Aircraftwoman 
Grynglas said. The full report can be accessed here: Antarctic operation a breeze | Defence News 
 
 

Defence Exercises  
 

 

Joint training Exercise in the Indian Ocean 
On the 5 April, Royal Australian Navy ships HMAS Anzac and HMAS Sirius will join vessels from 
France, India, Japan and the United States for the French-led maritime Exercise La Perouse.  This 
annual exercise will be conducted in the Bay of Bengal from 5-7 April 2021.  Minister for Defence 
the Hon Peter Dutton MP welcomed the exercise, saying Australia’s participation highlights the 
importance of building and maintaining strong navy-to-navy relationships in the region. 
 
“This exercise will see an Australian frigate and auxiliary oiler conduct a range of activities, 
including officer-of-the-watch manoeuvres, replenishments at sea and flying operations,” Mr 
Dutton said. “Exercise La Perouse will also demonstrate the complementary capability of our 
partner nations and highlight our shared commitment to a stable and secure Indo-Pacific.” 
Commander of the Australian Task Force, Rear Admiral Mark Hammond, said Exercise La Perouse 
would refine the skills of the more than 260 Royal Australian Navy personnel taking part. 
 

Operation Solania  
The ADF has helped protect the fishing 
industries of island nations in the south-west 
Pacific region by taking part in a maritime 
surveillance operation in search of illegal 
fishing.   HMAS Maitland and a RAAF C-27J 
Spartan were deployed on Operation Solania 
throughout March, supporting the Pacific 
Islands Forum Fisheries Agency’s (FFA) 
Operation Rai Balang.   Other FFA-member 
countries contributed to Operation 

Rai Balang in support of the economic 
development of the region.   Chief of Joint 

Sergeant Michelle Espley from 23 Squadron at the 
Antarctic  Circle sign during Operation Southern Discovery  

https://news.defence.gov.au/international/antarctic-operation-breeze
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HMAS Sirius sails past Philippine Navy ship BRP Emilio Jacinto 
during a passage exercise in the Sulu Sea.  

Operations Lieutenant General Greg Bilton said the ADF was proud to take part in the operation.     
“The ADF is committed to removing the threat of illegal exploitation of fisheries poses in the 
exclusive economic zones of our South West Pacific neighbours,” Lieutenant General Bilton said.    
“Operation Solania also contributes to a wider multi-national program to provide surveillance 
support in the Pacific region and we take every opportunity to work together with our partners 
to promote regional stability and prosperity.” 
The full report can be accessed here: Support to the Pacific | Defence News 
 

Long-held ties with Philippines strengthened in exercise 
HMA ships Anzac and Sirius have completed two 
separate passage exercises with vessels from the 
Philippine Navy as part of a two-month 
deployment throughout the north-east Indian 
Ocean and South-East Asia. The first passage 
exercise was recently conducted at dawn with 
the BRP Juan Magluyan, a Jose Andrada-class 
patrol boat. The second passage exercise was 
completed later that day with BRP Emilio Jacinto, 
the lead ship of the Philippine Navy’s Jacinto-class 
corvettes. 
Australia's bilateral relationship with 
the Philippines is one of the nation's longest-

standing relationships. This year the two countries celebrate 75 years of diplomatic ties.  
Commanding Officer Anzac Commander Brendan Horn said the latest bilateral activity with 
the Philippines was part of both nations’ commitment to regional maritime security. “The 
Philippines and Australia have a long-held Defence partnership and it was an honour to be 
welcomed by and exercise with the Philippine Navy,” Commander Horn said. 
“We were able to demonstrate our interoperability through communication, navigation and 
various ship handling routines. 
The full report can be accessed here:  Long-held ties strengthened in exercise | Defence News 
 

Tanks put on a show Exercise Howling Wolf 
 
 
Tank crews from the 2nd/14th Light Horse 
Regiment honed their skills in M1A1 Abrams 
Tanks during Exercise Howling Wolf, while local 
Indigenous school children interested in a 
Defence Force career watched on.  
 
Receiving orders from the Wide Bay Training Area 
control tower to destroy a notional enemy, tank 
crews cycled through their drills to neutralise 
threats, ticking the boxes to progress to their next 
level of training. Trooper Dade Goldberg was one 
of the newer gunners being assessed throughout 
the two-week exercise.  
He said the exercise was a great experience. “I’ve done live fire before on my gunners course, so 
it was good to hone those foundation skills and drills again,” Trooper Goldberg said. “It was 
thrilling. You’re laser-focused the whole time and when you finish to take that moment to 

Australian Army Soldiers from the 2nd/14th Light Horse 
regiment (Queensland Mounted Infantry) conduct live firing 
with the M1A1 Abrams Tank on Exercise Howling Wolf in the 
Wide Bay Training Area, Queensland. 

 

https://news.defence.gov.au/international/support-pacific
https://news.defence.gov.au/international/long-held-ties-strengthened-exercise
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breathe, you realise it’s one of the best jobs you can have.”   Trooper Goldberg said they worked 
as a four-man crew.   The full report can be accessed here:  Tanks put on a show | Defence News 
 

Defence Industry  
 

$111 million sustainment contract to boost SA defence hub jobs growth 
 
In a joint media release of 31 Mar the Hon Melissa Price MP 
advised that the Government has unveiled a $111 million 
sustainment contract with Raytheon Australia to support the 
jointly developed Raytheon-Kongsberg National Advanced Surface 
to Air Missile System (NASAM). 
 
This contract will support the Australian Defence Force’s new 
Short Range Ground Based Air Defence Capability, part of the 
LAND 19 Phase 7B program. The announcement builds on the 
official opening of Raytheon Australia’s new Centre for Joint 
Integration in Mawson Lakes, South Australia. The multi-million 
dollar investment will create hundreds of new defence industry 
jobs for generations of Australians. “The Centre for Joint 

Integration will contribute to the development of some of 
Australia’s most important defence capabilities,” Minister Dutton 
said. “It will serve as Raytheon’s main site for the manufacture, 

assembly and systems integration in Australia and will play a pivotal role in supporting and 
sustaining the new Short Range Ground Based Air Defence Capability.” The Centre for Joint 
Integration will also be the primary support facility for the new air defence capability over its 20-
year life.  The $111 million support contract  
The full report can be accessed here:  $111 million sustainment contract to boost SA defence hub 
jobs growth | Department of Defence Ministers 
 
 

International  
 

A number of international organisations publish excellent material on issues which impact on our 
region.  The following reports are recommended. 
 
The Strategist is the commentary and analysis site of the Australian Strategic Policy Institute, an 
independent, non-partisan think tank based in Canberra. The Strategist aims to provide ideas on 
Australia’s critical defence and strategic policy choices as well as encourage and facilitate 
discussion and debate among the strategic and Australian public. The views expressed on The 
Strategist are those of the individual authors and don’t represent the views of ASPI or the 
institutions to which the authors are attached.   
 
In the 1st April issue of the Strategist there are 2 articles 
of interest: 
The intersection of cybercrime and terrorist activity by 
Anne Ely, the Labor MP for Cowan in Western Australia.   
The introduction for the article is as follows:   
“The risk of terrorism, like the risk of most criminal 
activities, can be evaluated as a combination of 

The Hon Melissa Price MP 
Minister for Defence Industry  

https://news.defence.gov.au/capability/tanks-put-show
https://www.minister.defence.gov.au/minister/melissa-price/media-releases/111-million-sustainment-contract-boost-sa-defence-hub-jobs
https://www.minister.defence.gov.au/minister/melissa-price/media-releases/111-million-sustainment-contract-boost-sa-defence-hub-jobs
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opportunity, capability and intent. Legislative measures that allow for the arrest, detention and 
incarceration of people who are found to be planning an attack and laws that make it illegal to 
travel to certain conflict zones to join terrorist groups address opportunity. Targeting terrorism 
financing, recruitment and training addresses capability.    
But in a contemporary, low-tech terrorist environment—where a terrorist attack can be carried 
out by a single person with a simple weapon such as a knife, gun or vehicle with little or no 
planning, no financial investment and no special training— opportunity and capability are much 
more difficult to detect and prevent.”    The full article can be accessed here:  The intersection of 
cybercrime and terrorist activity | The Strategist (aspistrategist.org.au) 
 

 
 
A sovereign space-launch capability is crucial for Australia’s 
prosperity and security by Lloyd  Damp who is the founder 
and CEO of Southern Launch.   
The article can be accessed here: A sovereign space-launch 
capability is crucial for Australia’s prosperity and security | 
The Strategist (aspistrategist.org.au) 

 
 

 
 
The USNI Weekly News 24 Feb U.S. Holds Slim Edge over China in Artificial Intelligence, by John 
Grady a former managing editor of Navy Times, retired as director of communications for the 
Association of the United States Army. 
The article quotes Air Force Gen. John Hyten (vice chairman of the Joint Chiefs), speaking in 
a Center for Strategic and International Studies online forum: “China, Russia, North Korea and 
Iran’s continued investment in modernizing cruise, ballistic and hypersonic missiles has left the 
United States “not in a very good 
position,”….“we need [to] have a strategic 
deterrence review” that examines “our 
strategic capabilities as an integrated 
whole” to address the threats posed by 
these four nations.  
The deterrence review, in his estimation, 
would encompass sensors, command and 
control and other areas usually not 
considered in the existing required 
“stovepiped” Pentagon studies.” 
 
The full article can be accessed here:  
Hyten: U.S. 'Not in a Very Good Position' 
Due to Chinese and Russian Missile Capabilities - USNI News   
 
  

  

Chinese DF-26 missiles on display during a military parade in Tiananmen 
Square. Photo via globalsecurity.org 

Image: Southern Launch/Facebook. 

https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/the-intersection-of-cybercrime-and-terrorist-activity/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Weekly%20The%20Strategist&utm_content=Weekly%20The%20Strategist+CID_362b4de0218683905c9e982455067403&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=The%20intersection%20of%20cybercrime%20and%20terrorist%20activity
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/the-intersection-of-cybercrime-and-terrorist-activity/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Weekly%20The%20Strategist&utm_content=Weekly%20The%20Strategist+CID_362b4de0218683905c9e982455067403&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=The%20intersection%20of%20cybercrime%20and%20terrorist%20activity
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/a-sovereign-space-launch-capability-is-crucial-for-australias-prosperity-and-security/
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/a-sovereign-space-launch-capability-is-crucial-for-australias-prosperity-and-security/
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/a-sovereign-space-launch-capability-is-crucial-for-australias-prosperity-and-security/
https://www.csis.org/events/missile-defense-and-defeat-conversation-vice-chairman
https://news.usni.org/2021/02/24/hyten-u-s-not-in-a-very-good-position-due-to-chinese-and-russian-missile-capabilities
https://news.usni.org/2021/02/24/hyten-u-s-not-in-a-very-good-position-due-to-chinese-and-russian-missile-capabilities
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About the Royal United Services Institute for Defence and Security 
Studies, NSW Inc 
 
 
 
Founded as the United Service Institution of New South Wales in 1888, the Royal United Services 
Institute for Defence and Security Studies, NSW (or RUSI NSW) is one of seven self-governing 
constituent bodies of the Royal United Services Institute for Defence and Security Australia 
Limited. 
 
The aim of RUSI NSW is to promote informed debate on, and to improve public awareness and 
understanding of, defence and national security. To this end, RUSI NSW:  
 
• educates the public about Australia’s defence and national security; 
• publishes a highly-respected professional journal; 
• provides a forum for the discussion of defence and security issues by conducting regular 

lectures, seminars conferences workshops and visits to defence and security 
establishments; 

• provides professional development programs; 
• operates a public library, specialising in defence and security literature dating from the 

late 18th century to the current day; and 
• conducts social and networking functions for members 
 
Members and visitors are encouraged to use the library facilities for reading or research. The 
library is open on Monday to Thursday from 1000h to 1600h and for Researchers by 
appointment. 
 
The RUSI’s office and the Ursula Davidson Library are now located in the Centenary Extension of 
the Anzac Memorial, Hyde Park South, with access from Liverpool Street – close to Museum 
railway station, buses and car parking stations. 
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