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RUSI NSW members
A special welcome is extended to the following new members:
Chad Cleevely, Bruce Griffith, Derek Luxford, Martin Mok, and Chad Sutton

Anzac Memorial
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Anzac Auditorium has been closed to members of the public
since 29 March 2020. More recently, construction work to enhance public safety around the
water cascades facing Elizabeth Street has commenced. This work is expected to be completed in
late January 2021.
We anticipate that in early 2021, the Memorial will re-open to the public and we will be able to
resume all our normal activities, including use of the auditorium for our lunch-time lectures.
Despite the closure of the Memorial, a small band of volunteers has continued to work in the
library. Importantly, we have been able to continue our program of interesting lunch-time
lectures, albeit via videos since April 2020.
Thank you for your understanding in these difficult times.
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Recent RUSI NSW Lectures – Catch up online
These lectures were recorded this year and can be viewed on YouTube or our Videos Page
Lunchtime Lecture (online) January 2021
Speaker: Dr Keith Suter - Managing Director Global Directions
Subject: Improving resilience in Australia
46 minutes
Lunchtime Lecture (online) December 2020 Speaker: Herve Lemahieu
Subject: 2020 Sir Herman Black Year in Review Lecture - A Year of Crisis: Climate,
Coronavirus and China
37 minutes
Lunchtime Lecture (online) November 2020
Speaker: Major General Kath Campbell AO CSC
Subject: ADF's Response to the Bushfire and COVID Crises
20 minutes
Lunchtime Lecture (online) October 2020
Speaker: Senator Jim Molan AO DSC
Subject: The Next 100 Years
37 minutes
Lunchtime Lecture (online) September 2020
Speaker: Lieutenant Colonel Peter Sweeny RFD Ret'd
Subject: The Battle of the Bismarck Sea
22 minutes
Lunchtime Lecture (online) August 2020
Speaker: Dr Gorana Grgic
Subject: The state of trans-Atlantic relations: The United States and Europe
55 minutes
Lunchtime Lecture (online) July 2020
Speaker: Admiral Chris Barrie AC Ret'd
Subject: Why Climate Change is an Important Component of National Security
59 minutes
Lunchtime Lecture (online) June 2020
Speaker: Professor Tanya Monro
Subject: Defence "Star Shots" Benefitting Defence and the Community
29 minutes
Lunchtime Lecture (online) May 2020
Speaker: Dr Simon Longstaff AO
Subject: Ethics in the Australian Defence Force
45 minutes
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Calling for volunteers
We are still operating despite COVID restrictions. If you can commit a half-day or one day per
week, we are looking for more volunteers. Anyone with good office abilities or library training
would be most welcome to enquire. It is enjoyable work. If you have an interest in military
strategy, naval or air force matters, please consider joining the Library Committee that meets
monthly to review books for purchase.
Contact us on 8262 2922.

Ways to connect with RUSI NSW
Our website http://www.rusinsw.org.au/
LinkedIn group page - a great place to network https://www.linkedin.com/groups/3791242/
Defence's best kept secret: RUSI NSW on facebook https://www.facebook.com/RUSIDSSNSW/
Recordings of our past lectures

http://www.rusinsw.org.au/site/Videos.php

Subscribe to our YouTube channel http://www.rusinsw.org.au/YouTube
Books for sale list on our website: http://www.rusinsw.org.au/documents/Booksale.pdf

RAN Historical Podcasts
The Naval Studies Institute of UNSW has produced a large number of Podcasts on RAN Historical
matters. These are usually facilitated by Professor Tom Frame with a panel of Subject Matter
Experts. They run for 60 mins with a mix of pictures, maps and commentary.
The content is at a fairly high academic level with a balanced perspective. The series can be
accessed at:
Podcasts | UNSW Canberra (adfa.edu.au)

The podcast on Rabaul 1914 is at this link below:
https://www.unsw.adfa.edu.au/podcasts/podcast/1914rabaul-campaign
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Latest Defence News
Shining lights: PM thanks ADF
Personnel of the Australian Defence Force can be proud of their
service, Prime Minster Scott Morrison has said. In his Christmas
message to the ADF, Mr Morrison said this year had been a
particularly challenging one at home with bushfires and the
COVID-19 pandemic.
“During the black summer of fires, we called on you to help keep
Australians safe,” he said. "We called on you again in response
to a once-in-a-century pandemic, an unexpected challenge, but
where once again the skill, adaptability and professionalism of
our ADF was put to work."
While thousands of ADF personnel were deployed throughout
Australia during the year, Mr Morrison also praised the nearly
1500 personnel currently serving overseas. "We know you're far
The Hon Scott Morrison MP
from home. You're upholding our nation's interests. You're
Prime Minister
defending our values. You are shining lights of our country," he
said. “Your service embodies not only who we are, but who we can be.”

Steel cutting marks major milestone for Hunter Class Frigate Program
The Morrison Government’s National Naval Shipbuilding Enterprise
has reached a major milestone 0n 18 December with the official
start of the prototyping phase of the Hunter Class Frigate Program.
The prime contractor for the program, BAE Systems Maritime
Australia, a subsidiary of BAE Systems Australia, will build five
prototype blocks to test the production systems, develop the
facilities and ensure the workforce is trained to build the Hunter
class frigates. The program is already supporting Australian jobs,
as the economy continues to recover from the impacts of COVID19.
Minister for Defence, Senator the Hon Linda Reynolds CSC said this
was the culmination of two-and-half years of hard work since the
completion of the Competitive Evaluation Process in June 2018. Senator the Hon Linda Reynolds CSC
“As this Government has always said, the Hunter class program is Minister for Defence
on schedule to meet its milestone of beginning prototyping in 2020 Minister for Defence
and beginning construction of the first of class by end 2022,” Minister Reynolds said. “I commend
the work of Australian Naval Infrastructure. They built a state of the art digital facility at Osborne
Naval Shipyard-South with a $535 million investment from the Morrison Government. “Now we
are building nine of the world’s most advanced anti-submarine warfare frigates for our Navy here
in Australia. “The Hunter class program will be the cornerstone of this Government’s up to $183
billion Naval Shipbuilding Plan which will see more than 70 naval vessels built here in Australia by
Australian workers. “This truly national endeavour marks the largest regeneration of the Navy
since the Second World War, which will employ 15,000 jobs across Australia.”
The full report can be accessed here.
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Australia stands with our Fijian Vuvale following Tropical Cyclone Yasa – 23
December 2020
The Australian Government will provide $4.5 million in humanitarian relief to support the people
of Fiji in response to the devastation caused by Tropical Cyclone Yasa. Additionally,
HMAS Adelaide will be deployed to provide immediate assistance to thousands of Fijians,
including many from remote islands, whose homes, schools and other local infrastructure were
damaged or destroyed by the category 5 cyclone.
Minister for Foreign Affairs and Minister for Women, Senator the Hon Marise Payne
said Adelaide will leave Brisbane on 24 December and is expected to arrive in Fiji next week. “I
am grateful to the women and men of the ADF for their swift response to support our Pacific
family at this time of year given how challenging 2020 has been and how much support the ADF
has contributed already,” Minister Payne said. “This year the Pacific region has endured
catastrophic bushfires and tropical cyclones and the shared challenge of COVID-19, but we
always emerge stronger, when we work together.” “Importantly, this humanitarian assistance
and disaster relief effort will be undertaken in accordance with COVIDSafe measures to ensure
the safety of our Fijian vuvale.”
Minister for Defence, Senator the Hon Linda Reynolds CSC said Adelaide will carry personnel and
equipment to best complement the relief efforts led by the Government of Fiji. Australia’s $4.5
million package will include:
1. humanitarian relief supplies such as building materials, tents, medical supplies, solar
lighting and hygiene kits
2. education supplies to enable children to return to school
3. support for international and local NGOs and the Fiji Red Cross to aid their work with
affected communities.
Australia has already sent emergency humanitarian supplies to Fiji on two RAAF C-17A
Globemaster flights in the immediate aftermath of the cyclone.
The full report can be accessed here.

Collins Class submarines to receive sonar upgrades – 29 December 2020
Navy’s Collins Class submarines will undergo significant upgrades to its
sonar systems here in Australia through a multi-million dollar contract
with Thales Australia. The two contracts, worth around $23.7 million,
are for the design and implementation of the Mine and Obstacle
Avoidance System and the High Frequency Intercept Array for the
submarine fleet. The upgrades will not only enhance the capability of
the Collins Class fleet but will provide a boost to Australian Defence
industry and support Australian jobs.
Minister for Defence, Senator the Hon Linda Reynolds CSC said both the
Mine and Obstacle Avoidance System and High Frequency Intercept
Array are important parts of the upgrades to the Collins sonar system.
“Our six Collins Class submarines are a highly capable and regionally
superior capability that are only halfway through their operational life,”
Minister Reynolds said.

Collins Class Submarines, HMA
Ships Collins, Farncomb,
Dechaineux and Sheean
information transiting through
Cockburn Sound West Australia.
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“To ensure this capability maintains its edge, we are upgrading and improving its systems
including through sonar upgrades. “The purpose of a Mine and Obstacle Avoidance System is to
acoustically detect obstacles, including mines, which pose a threat to the submarine. The High
Frequency Intercept Array detects high frequency noises including sonar transmissions. “With
more than 20 years of investment in Australia by Thales and Defence, these upgrades will
complement broader improvements to the sonar capability of the Collins Class, ensuring the
regional superiority of the fleet into the future.
The full report can be accessed here.

General Defence News
Two more P-8A Poseidon aircraft boosts maritime patrol capability
Air Force’s maritime patrol capability will be boosted with Australia set to acquire two more P-8A
Poseidon surveillance and response aircraft, bringing
the total fleet size to 14. The Government has also
approved sustainment funding for the current
approved fleet of three MQ-4C Triton aircraft.
Minister for Defence, Senator the Hon Linda Reynolds
CSC said the announcement is part of the Morrison
Government’s
unprecedented
$270
billion
investment in defence capability over the next
decade. “Together, the Poseidon and the Triton will
provide Australia with one of the most advanced
A RAAF P-8A Poseidon supports sea trials for the NUSHIP
maritime patrol and response capabilities in the Hobart in the Gulf St Vincent off the coast of Adelaide.
world,” Minister Reynolds said. “The Poseidon is a
proven capability that will conduct tasks including anti-submarine warfare, maritime and
overland intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance, and support to search and rescue
missions. “Several Australian companies are already completing work for Boeing Defence
Australia, and industry investment including facilities works is over $1 billion.” The additional
Poseidon aircraft are to be purchased through our existing Cooperative Program
The planned integration of the Long Range Anti-ship Missile (LRASM) into Air Force capability will
also allow it to strike adversary surface vessels at significantly increased ranges.
The full report can be accessed here.

Australian F-35A Lightning II achieves Initial Operational Capability Joint Media
Release 28 December 2020
Australia’s F-35A Lightning II fleet can now be deployed on operations, with Initial Operational
Capability being officially achieved today. Minister for Defence, Senator the Hon Linda Reynolds
CSC said the F-35s are the most advanced, multi-role stealth fighter in the world.
“The fifth-generation F-35A, along with the F/A-18F Super Hornet and EA-18G Growler, is key to
our air combat capability and critical to achieving the objectives set out in the 2020 Defence
Strategic Update to Shape, Deter and Respond,” Minister Reynolds said. “For the last two years,
Defence has rigorously tested the F-35A fleet to assess aircraft and system performance, and
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declare this important milestone. “I would like to thank everyone that has worked so hard to get
us to this point; to have accomplished all the required testing and materiel delivery is
remarkable.
Minister for Defence Industry Melissa Price said
cooperation with industry had set Defence up for
long-term success.
“Our defence industry has
played a critical role in achieving today’s
milestone, which continues the success story of
Australia’s involvement in the F-35 global
program,” Minister Price said. “Just last month we
announced that more than 50 Australian
companies have shared in $2.7 billion in contracts,
demonstrating the Morrison Government’s
commitment to backing Australian industry and supporting Australian jobs.
“Australia will continue to work with the United States F-35 Joint Program Office and our
industry partners as more aircraft are delivered through to 2023, and a mature capability is
achieved.”
The full report can be accessed here.
The F-35A Lightning II is the Australian Defence Force’s first
fifth-generation air combat capability. It is a highly advanced
multi-role, supersonic, stealth fighter which will meet
Australia’s requirements to defeat current and emerging
threats.

Navy's most advanced warships exercise together for the first time – Joint Media
Release 12 December
The Royal Australian Navy’s three Hobart Class Destroyers have exercised together for the first
time, demonstrating their cooperative capabilities to
increase maritime security and stability in our region.
HMA
Ships Hobart, Brisbane and Sydney conducted
joint tests, trials and exercises off the east coast of
Australia, further developing their air and surface
warfare capabilities. Minister for Defence, Senator
the Hon Linda Reynolds CSC said the exercise
demonstrates Navy’s preparedness to respond to a
more complex and contested maritime domain. “The
Hobart Class are the most capable and lethal warships
Australia has ever built, increasing our interoperability HMA Ships Hobart, Brisbane and Sydney conduct Officer
with the United States and allowing us to work even of the Watch manoeuvres in the Eastern Australian
Exercise Area, off the south coast of New South Wales.
closer with our allies and partners,” Minister Reynolds
said.
“Today’s exercise showcases the capabilities these warships have when using the Cooperative
Engagement Capability. “This significant step not only demonstrates the strong interoperability
we have with the United States, but the Royal Australian Navy is the first Navy outside of the US
Navy to conduct Cooperative Engagements Capability missiles firings here in Australia.
Minister for Defence Industry Melissa Price witnessed the joint exercise from on board
HMAS Hobart. Minister Price said the cooperative engagement capability allowed shared
information and data to be integrated into the ship’s Aegis combat management system.
“Australian workers from both Raytheon Australia and Lockheed Martin Australia should be
proud of their significant contribution to this remarkable capability,” Minister Price said.
The full report can be accessed here.
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Australia concludes its contribution to the International Maritime Security
Construct dated 29 December 2020
The Australian Defence Force (ADF) has concluded its contribution to the International Maritime
Security Construct (IMSC) in the Middle East Region. Personnel from the Australian contingent
joined coalition partners in a formal flag lowering ceremony at the IMSC Headquarters in Bahrain
on 28 December 2020 to mark the end of mission for Australia.
Commander of Joint Task force 633, Rear Admiral Michael Rothwell, AM, RAN, said the
completion of ADF support to IMSC closed a small but important component of Australia’s long
commitment to maritime security in the Middle East Region. “Our contribution to IMSC,
alongside our coalition partners, has been effective in deterring malign activity, promoting
maritime security and stability, and ensuring freedom of navigation and the free flow of
commerce in international waters throughout the Arabian Gulf, Strait of Hormuz, the Bab elMandeb Strait and the Gulf of Oman,” Rear Admiral Rothwell said.
“The principle of freedom of navigation is critically important to Australia, as an island nation
that relies on international waters to ship its exports. Australians should be very proud of our
involvement in the IMSC mission.” Beginning in September 2019, Australia joined Albania,
Bahrain, Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, the United Kingdom and the United States in
the IMSC, contributing staff to the Headquarters, as well as support from a P-8A Poseidon
maritime surveillance aircraft and the Frigate HMAS Toowoomba.
As announced by the Minister for Defence, Senator the Hon Linda Reynolds, CSC, the ADF is
reducing its naval presence in the Middle East Region to enable resources to be deployed in the
Indo-Pacific. Rear Admiral Rothwell said the ADF would continue to support maritime security in
the Middle East. “As announced earlier this year, Defence will maintain specialist positions with
the Combined Maritime Forces, the United States Naval Forces Central Command, and within
Joint Task Force 633,” Rear Admiral Rothwell said.

Defence Exercises
Helicopter power comes together dated 24 December
Joint Terminal Attack Controllers (JTAC) guided attacks from Tiger helicopters, Chinooks lifted
soldiers and howitzers in air-mobile operations
and artillery raids and MRH-90 Taipans inserted
recon teams and retrieved casualties in aeromedical evacuations.
All were part of the month-long Exercise Vigilant
Scimitar at Townsville Field Training Area which
wrapped up in late November. The exercise was
designed to integrate the three aircraft types and
prepare Task Group Pegasus for potential
operations, the Sea Series of exercises and
Talisman Sabre next year. It was also the first
time the battlegroup flew together in 2020.

Soldiers from the 5th Aviation Regiment refuel a MRH 90
during Exercise Vigilant Scimitar.
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Task Group Commander and 5th Aviation Regiment Commanding Officer Lieutenant Colonel
Jamie Martin said the exercise achieved integration, planning outcomes and development of
junior aircrew. “A major finding is that we need to fly together often so we can work on
integrated missions and combined procedures,” Lieutenant Colonel Martin said. Some missions
featured Tigers escorting air-mobile lifts of infantry and M777 howitzers by MRH-90s and
Chinooks. Six Tigers, four Chinooks, five MRH-90s and more than 100 support crew took part in
the exercise. The full report can be accessed here.

Navies exercise on virtual high seas
The Royal Australian Navy took part in a virtual
trilateral naval warfare exercise this month. Fleet
Synthetic Training – Joint 20/72 was a week-long
exercise in which HMAS Parramatta tested various
tactical and operational elements of sea combat in
a virtual environment with the United States and
Royal Canadian navies. While Australia and the US
have conducted virtual naval exercises for the past
decade, this was the first time the Royal Canadian
Navy had participated.
Parramatta took part in the exercise using the
Anzac-class frigate simulator at HMAS Watson in
Sydney, fighting in real-time as part of an
expeditionary strike group working in conjunction
with a number of carrier strike groups to defeat an adversary force and secure friendly territory.
The other participating ships were linked via simulators in Hawaii and other locations in the US,
Yokosuka in Japan, and Nova Scotia in Canada. The US Marine Corps, Air Force, and Army, and
the Royal Canadian Air Force also contributed simulated assets to the scenario. To be able to
exercise an Australian warship to her full fighting potential in a virtual domain alongside our
American and Canadian partners is a fantastic way to refine our shared skills. Director of the
Royal Australian Navy’s Fleet Force Generation Directorate, Captain Pete Bartlett, said FST-J was
important in proving the trilateral maritime warfare training possible between Australia, Canada
and the US. The full report can be accessed here.
Able Seaman Combat Systems Operator Damon Jackson with
fellow crew members in the operations room during the
virtual exercise held in the Anzac-class frigate simulator at
HMAS Watson in Sydney

International
The Strategist is the commentary and analysis site of the Australian Strategic Policy Institute, an
independent, non-partisan think tank based in Canberra. The Strategist aims to provide ideas on
Australia’s critical defence and strategic policy choices as well as encourage and facilitate
discussion and debate among the strategic and Australian public. The views expressed on The
Strategist are those of the individual authors and don’t represent the views of ASPI or the
institutions to which the authors are attached.
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An assessment by the Australian Strategic Policy Institute of the revised Australian defence
budget: The Cost of Defence 2020-2021. Part 1: ASPI
2020 Strategic Update Brief | Australian Strategic
Policy Institute | ASPI The revised Defence budget
became necessary because the Commonwealth
Government released a Defence Strategic Update
and an associated new Defence Structure Plan on 1
July 2020. Both represent a major step forward in
Australia’s defence preparedness and self-reliance in
response to a changed strategic threat environment.
“China’s fishery deal with PNG: wolf warrior diplomacy or just business” 24 December written
by Aaron Smith who is an award-winning journalist
who was the last editor of Australia most northerly
newspaper’ the Torres News until it folded in 2019. He
works in Far North Queensland as a communication
consultant and freelance journalist. His latest book,
“The Rock: looking at Australia’s Heart of Darkness
from the edge of it wild frontier”, tackles many of the
regions issues...
The article opens with: “The signing of a $204 million
memorandum of understanding between a Chinese government-backed fishery company and
the Papua New Guinea
Daru has triggered starkly different responses in PNG and in Australia. Daru is the administrative
hub for PNG’s impoverished and underdeveloped Western Province (also known unofficially as
Fly River Province). It’s one of the few islands in the Torres Strait that’s not Australian territory,
and it’s only a short dinghy ride from the Australian border.”
The full article can be accessed here. : China’s fishery deal with PNG: wolf-warrior diplomacy or
just business? | The Strategist (aspistrategist.org.au)

The Interpreter published by the Lowy Institute which is an independent, nonpartisan think tank
based in Sydney. It publishes daily commentary and analysis on international events. It seeks a
global audience, but our perspective is Australian. Like the Institute itself, The Interpreter has a
strong commitment to analytic integrity. Its editorial stance is independent, non-partisan, and
directed towards informing and deepening the debate about international policy.
“Russia and China team up on the Indian Ocean” by Oriana Skylar Mastro 17 December
The article opens with: “The US and its allies may
have military dominance in the region, but it’s no
guarantee of influence.
Two recent naval
exercises demonstrate the potential for RussiaChina cooperation in the Indian Ocean, and how
the two present a much greater threat to a
continued US role and influence in the region
than either would individually.
Last year, South Africa hosted a maritime exercise
with Russia and China, the first-ever trilateral
exercise among the three countries. Exercise Mosi was designed, according to the South African
Navy, to “enhance interoperability and maritime security“ and showed the three
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countries’ willingness to work together to counter security threats at sea, such as terrorism and
piracy. There were the obligatory social and cultural activities, and then military manoeuvres that
focused on a surface gunnery exercise, helicopter cross-deck landings, boarding operations and
disaster control exercises.
China and Russia followed this up in December 2019 with another trilateral maritime
exercise with Iran in the Gulf of Oman called Exercise Marine Security Belt. The exercises
included live-fire drills and an anti-piracy exercise involving Iranian commandos. According to the
Iranian naval commander, the exercises’ message was that “Iran cannot be isolated.” A Chinese
spokesman stated: “The naval drills aim to deepen exchange and cooperation among the navies
of the three countries, and display their strong will and capability to jointly maintain world peace
and maritime security”.
Trilateral exercises reveal that regional powers such as South Africa and Iran, as well as other
countries, welcome the increased role of China and Russia.
Both China and Russia have gradually been increasing their presence in the Indian Ocean. Russia
recently announced it would establish a naval facility in Port Sudan on the Red Sea. China opened
its first overseas base in Djibouti in 2017, and China’s navy has increased operations in the Indian
Ocean region over the past three decades. The full article can be accessed here.

USNI News Weekly Update for 30 December 2020 contains two articles one by Sam LaGrone is
the editor of USNI News. He has covered legislation, acquisition and operations for the Sea
Services since 2009 and spent time underway with the U.S. Navy, U.S. Marine Corps and the
Canadian Navy. The article is “Top Stories 2020: International Naval Operations.”
It is an
excellent article, The full report can be accessed here.
“Chinese Navy Expanding Bases Near South China Sea” by H I Sutton, a writer illustrator and
analyst who specializes in submarines and subsurface systems. His work can be found at his
website Covert Shores. The article opens with: “The
Chinese Navy, formally known as the PLAN (People’s
Liberation Army Navy), conducted a live-fire exercise
several days ago over the South China Sea utilizing a
newly expanded naval base.
Harbin Z-9 helicopters took off from a base at Sanya
on the southern tip of Hainan and fired anti-ship missiles at simulated targets. The Z-9, a licensebuilt variant of the Eurocopter AS365 Dauphin, is a standard shipboard helicopter the PLAN flies.
The exercise itself sends a signal, but the base from which the helicopters took off is crucial. The
base has been massively improved over the past year.” Another interesting article, which can
be accessed here.
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About the Royal United Services Institute for Defence and Security
Studies, NSW Inc

Founded as the United Service Institution of New South Wales in 1888, the Royal United Services
Institute for Defence and Security Studies, NSW (or RUSI NSW) is one of seven self-governing
constituent bodies of the Royal United Services Institute for Defence and Security Australia
Limited.
The aim of RUSI NSW is to promote informed debate on, and to improve public awareness and
understanding of, defence and national security. To this end, RUSI NSW:
•
•
•

•
•
•

educates the public about Australia’s defence and national security;
publishes a highly-respected professional journal;
provides a forum for the discussion of defence and security issues by conducting regular
lectures, seminars conferences workshops and visits to defence and security
establishments;
provides professional development programs;
operates a public library, specialising in defence and security literature dating from the
late 18th century to the current day; and
conducts social and networking functions for members

Members and visitors are encouraged to use the library facilities for reading or research. The
library is open on Monday to Thursday from 1000h to 1600h and for Researchers by
appointment.
The RUSI’s office and the Ursula Davidson Library are now located in the Centenary Extension of
the Anzac Memorial, Hyde Park South, with access from Liverpool Street – close to Museum
railway station, buses and car parking stations.
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