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Upcoming 2020 RUSI NSW Lunchtime Lecture
Tuesday 25 February 2019
Anzac Memorial Auditorium
Speaker: Ashley Townshend Director of Foreign Policy and
Defence, United States Study Centre, University of Sydney
Subject: Averting Crisis: American Strategy, Military Spending and
Collective Defence in the Indo-Pacific
America no longer enjoys military primacy in the Indo-Pacific and
its capacity to uphold a favourable balance of power is increasingly
uncertain. Over the next decade, the US defence budget is unlikely
to meet the needs of the National Defense Strategy owing to a
combination of political, fiscal and internal pressures.
America has an atrophying force that is not sufficiently ready, equipped or postured for great
power competition in the Indo-Pacific — a challenge it is working hard to address.
A strategy of collective defence is fast becoming necessary as a way of offsetting shortfalls in
America’s regional military power and holding the line against rising Chinese strength.
To advance this approach, what should Australia do?
Lectures are open to any interested person and are held at The Anzac Memorial Auditorium,
downstairs in the Centenary Extension of the Anzac Memorial Hyde Park South – start time: 1pm.
Attendance fees are: Members $10.00; Non-members $15.00 Pre-event registration is
unnecessary. Tea/coffee is available before the lecture at no cost. A sandwich lunch is also
available from 12 noon (cost: $8.00), but it must be ordered through the (8262 2922) by 12 noon
the day before the lecture.
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All RUSI NSW Educational Events attract Continuing Professional Education Credits
Lectures: One hour credit; Half Day Seminars: Four hours credit;
and All Day Seminars: Six hours credit.
To obtain a certificate for an educational event you attended please contact our office.

RUSI NSW members
A special welcome is extended to the following new members:

Frank Brown, Kath Reith, Bob Morgan, Ian Hallenan and Renato Cantalupo
With sadness we announce the death of the following members:

COL John Haynes AM and Vice-Admiral David Willoughby Leach, AC, CBE, LVO

Calling for volunteers
If you can commit a half-day or one day per week, we are looking for more volunteers to show
visitors and members around the library Monday to Friday. It is enjoyable work; you meet some
interesting locals and international visitors; and you will help promote RUSI NSW to the people of
NSW. If you have an interest in military strategy, naval or air force matters, please consider
joining the Library Committee that meets monthly to review books for purchase.
Contact us on 8262 2922.

Ways to connect with RUSI NSW
Our website http://www.rusinsw.org.au/
Our LinkedIn group page - a great place to network
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/3791242/

Defence's best kept secret: RUSI NSW has a facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/RUSIDSSNSW/

Recordings of our past lectures

http://www.rusinsw.org.au/site/Videos.php

Subscribe to our YouTube channel http://www.rusinsw.org.au/YouTube

Books for sale

The latest list is now on our website:

http://www.rusinsw.org.au/documents/Booksale.pdf
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Visit to HMAS Watson Wednesday 4 March 2020
At the special invitation of Captain Stavridis RAN, Commanding Officer of HMAS Watson, a
unique opportunity for RUSI Members to see Australia's premier RAN maritime warfare training
and simulation establishment.
Start at HMAS Watson Security Gate, off Military Road (Gap Bluff Road) Watsons Bay
Registration for RUSI Members is essential:
please provide your full name (as it appears on
your photo ID, such as driver’s licence) to the
RUSI NSW office no later than 27 February
Email: office@rusinsw.org.au or phone (02)
8262 2922.
All participants must be reasonably mobile as
there is some walking involved to the various
parts of HMAS Watson. See attached map of
HMAS Watson indicating each of the locations
in the program. The solid lines represent the
uphills and the dotted lines are the downhills.
Note that the hills are fairly significant but the
roads and footpaths are in very good repair.
All participants will need to rendezvous no
later than 10.15am at the junction of Cliff
Street and Military Road, outside the Watson’s
Bay Hotel. We will provide a shuttle car service
from that point to HMAS Watson.
Schedule:
 10.30 – Arrival
 10.35 – Morning Tea in the Wardroom
 10.55 – Overall Watson Brief in the Wardroom by the Commanding Officer
 1110 – Bridge Simulation demonstration
 1145 – Chapel
 1200 – Depart
Getting to the rendezvous point: Members can catch a bus (324, 325, 380) or ferry to Watson’s
Bay, then walk to the rendezvous point. Alternatively, members may drive and park in the public
car space adjacent to the rendezvous point. They can proceed along the short but fairly steep
walk up the Gangway to the Security Gate. The Bridge Simulation visit will give an opportunity to
observe a Phase 4 Junior Warfare Officer Application Course conducting ‘Officer of the Watch
training’ in a completely simulated system. This system is of such quality and fidelity that
students can be awarded their primary qualification (the Bridge Warfare Certificate) without
going to sea.
Some background information: https://www.navy.gov.au/establishments/hmas-watson
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Recent Events of the Institute Tuesday 28 January 2020 Anzac Memorial Auditorium
Speaker: Col Dave Wilkins OAM (Ret’d) Subject: The Three Vietnam Wars - 1949 to 1975
Images: John Hutcheson
Missed the lecture? The video of 28 January 2020 Lunchtime Lecture is now available at:
https://rusinsw.org.au/site/VideoTheatre27.php

Latest Defence News
Powerful new body to tackle ADF and veteran suicides – Joint Media Release 5
February 2020
The Government will establish a permanent National Commissioner for Defence and Veteran
Suicide Prevention. The National Commissioner will have the enduring power, scope and
resources to investigate suicides and related issues as they arise, rather than being restricted by
a one-off review looking at past practices. Prime Minister Scott Morrison said the independent
Commissioner would also have the power to compel witnesses to give evidence.
“This is about being forever vigilant for the care and well-being of our veterans,” the Prime
Minister said. “Those veterans and all serving men and women protect our community and our
freedoms. It is our duty to do the same for them. “I have thought long and hard about the best
response to this issue. I have spoken to veterans right across Australia and I have met with their
families and also local, state and national organisations. “I believe what we have developed
addresses the needs of those veterans, their families and our serving men and women. “We will
be permanently vigilant about their welfare.”
The National Commissioner for Defence and Veteran Suicide Prevention will be empowered to
perform two roles:
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The Commissioner will be an independent and permanent public accountability body,
with the same powers of a Royal Commission to compel the production of evidence and
summon witnesses, and make findings and recommendations to Government.
The Commissioner will also provide an ongoing investigative function of individual cases
of suicide, working with each state and territory coronial office, making
recommendations to Government. Please see the full press release here.

Operation Bushfire Assist 2019-2020 – 6 February 2020
Providing direct support to the bushfire crisis is the Australian Defence Force’s main effort. ADF
support will continue for as long as needed. About 5850 ADF personnel are supporting Operation
Bushfire Assist. There is a temporary increase in numbers as part of the Reserve force transitions
from compulsory to voluntary service. On advice from the Government, the Governor-General
has revoked the compulsory call out of the ADF Reserves with effect February 7.
The ADF is working with local and state
authorities to determine where support is
most needed. ADF engineers and their
equipment, protected vehicles and
helicopters are currently pre-positioned
and ready to support communities at risk
during the current period of heightened
fire danger.
Current efforts are focused on assisting
state authorities to reopen roads, restore
essential services and deliver emergency
food, water and fodder to affected
communities. Major General Justin ‘Jake’ Members from the 7th Squadron, 2nd Combat Engineer Regiment use
Ellwood is the Emergency ADF National pumping equipment to drain a blocked road culvert outside of Corryong,
Support Coordinator, working in support Victoria. Photo: Trooper Jonathan Goedhart
of state and territory authorities. Three
Joint Task Forces are coordinating the ADF’s effort:


JTF 646 Victoria: Based on Army’s 4th Brigade, with support elements from across the
ADF. RAAF Base East Sale is the central hub for the Defence response in southern areas.
 JTF 1110 New South Wales and the Australian Capital Territory: Based on Army’s 5th
Brigade, with support elements from across the ADF. Holsworthy Barracks is the central
hub for the Defence response across NSW and the ACT.
 JTF 1111 South Australia and Tasmania: Based on Army’s 9th Brigade, with support
elements from across the ADF. Keswick Barracks is the central hub for the Defence
response across South Australia and Tasmania.
 Defence is also providing assistance to emergency services personnel in Western
Australia in support of firefighting efforts.
Please see the full press release here.
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Change of Command for Joint Task Force 633
Major General Susan Coyle has assumed
command of Joint Task Force 633 in the Middle
East, taking over from Rear Admiral Mark Hill
during a ceremony held at the Australian main
operating base on 20 January.
As Commander of Joint Task Force 633, Major
General Coyle is responsible for in-theatre
command and control of all Australian Defence
Force operations in the Middle East region,
including the oversight of over 1,200 Defence
personnel. Minister for Defence, Senator the Hon
Linda Reynolds CSC said Major General Coyle was
Incoming Commander of Joint Task Force 633, Major General
previously Commander 6th Combat Support
Susan Coyle, CSC, DSM addresses deployed members at the
Transfer of Authority parade held at the ADF's main operating
Brigade and has extensive operational experience
base in the Middle East Region
in the Middle East, as well as a previous 12month deployment to Afghanistan, which makes her ideal for this role. “Security and stability in
the Middle East remains a strategic priority for Australia,” Minister Reynolds said. “I
congratulate Major General Coyle on becoming the first female ADF officer to take up this critical
command position. Please see the full press release here.

HMAS Parramatta departs for South East Asia deployment
The Royal Australian Navy Anzac-Class frigate
HMAS Parramatta departed Fleet Base East in
Sydney for a four-month deployment to South
East Asia on 3rd February.
Parramatta will participate in several major
military exercises to enhance interoperability
and build practical cooperation with Navy
partners including India, Malaysia, Philippines,
Singapore, Sri Lanka, Thailand and Vietnam.
Friends and family watch HMAS Parramatta depart from Fleet
Minister for Defence, Senator the Hon Linda Base East, Sydney, bound for a four-month deployment to South
Reynolds CSC said the deployment will help East Asia.
strengthen the stability and security of our
region. “This highly capable warship and her crew of 190 officers and sailors will reinforce the
positive relationships Australia has with our regional partners,” Minister Reynolds said. “I
acknowledge and thank the families of Parramatta’s Ship’s Company who make their service
possible. “Defence would not be able to deploy and perform its duties if it weren’t for the
support that personnel receive from their loved ones at home.”
Fleet Commander, Rear Admiral Jonathan Mead, AM, RAN farewelled Parramatta and said she is
well-prepared for the deployment. “Parramatta is a long-range frigate capable of countering
simultaneous threats from aircraft, surface vessels and submarines, and the ship’s company is
ready for the deployment’s busy schedule,” Rear Admiral Mead said. Parramatta will engage in
various activities including Exercise Milan in India, Exercise Bersama Shield off Singapore and the
Malay Peninsula, and International Fleet Reviews in the Philippines and Vietnam.
Please see the full press release here.
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General Defence News
Australia's evolving role in Afghan training missions
Australia’s role in the NATO-led Resolute Support Mission is evolving in recognition of progress
made by the Afghan National Defense and Security Forces (ANDSF). Around 100 troops from the
Train, Advise and Assist Command – Air (TAAC-Air),
Command Staff Academy, Sergeant Major’s Academy and
national support functions, will return to Australia.
Minister for Defence, Senator the Hon Linda Reynolds CSC
said on 1 February that the success of these training efforts
was a credit to the high quality and expertise of Australian
Defence Force (ADF) personnel. “The ADF has been integral
to the development of a modern and effective Afghan
National Defense and Security Forces and I want to thank
our Australian personnel for the expertise they have
brought to their respective missions,” Minister Reynolds
said.
“While Australia’s contribution to the NATO-led Resolute
Support Mission will continue, elements of the ADF’s
support have transitioned to reflect the progress made by
Senator the Hon Linda Reynolds CSC
Minister for Defence

the Afghan National Defence and Security Forces, and the
Afghan Government’s evolving requirements.”

Australia’s role with the Command Staff Academy and Sergeant Major’s Academy has ended,
reflecting the growing competency of our Afghan partners within these training institutions. A
small team of mentors and trainers will remain to train Afghan military leaders through the
Afghan National Army Officer Academy. Please see the full press release here.

3rd Combat Engineer Regiment Task Group Dingo Papua New Guinea Defence
Force
Task Group Dingo has worked hard to assist
civil authorities transition from firefighting
to recovery efforts in Victoria’s alpine
region. Based out of Omeo, the task group
has completed jobs all over the central
region, from Cobungra in the west to
Buchan in the east.
The primarily engineer-based task group,
made up of soldiers from the 3rd Combat
Engineer Regiment with Papua New
Guinean Defence Force attachments and
supported by 3rd Brigade specialists, has
assisted Forest Fire Management Victoria
with tree felling, road clearing and hazard
reduction operations.

Papua New Guinea Defence Force sapper Moses Wai helps Australian
Army soldiers move water at the Benambra Recreation Area on
January 20. Photo: Corporal Sebastian Beurich
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They’ve also helped Bush Nursing Centres around the region by flushing and spraying out their
water tanks, assisting locals with food deliveries and used their protected mobility vehicles to
conduct engineer reconnaissance of roads which might be threatened by ‘killer’ trees – one of
the primary concerns of the Country Fire Authority.
Officer Commanding the task group, Major Ben Jankalns, said his soldiers had been working hard,
but there was still much to do in support of the local and state authorities.
Please see the full press release here.

RAAF Striker a welcome sight 15 January
Since December 21, No. 22 Squadron has
deployed a Striker Aircraft Rescue and
Firefighting
(ARFF)
vehicle
and
firefighting crew to heli-bases in Picton
and Mittagong.
Helicopters landed at these bases to
refuel during missions to nearby
bushfires in Nattai and Kanangra-Boyd
national parks, which have destroyed
about 250,000 hectares of bush since
mid-December.
Sergeant Matthew Allen, Airfield Fire Controller with No. 22 Squadron, said the presence of a
RAAF Striker ARFF vehicle and crew was welcomed by civilian firefighters. “Our presence at
these heli-bases frees up a New South Wales Fire and Rescue or Rural Fire Service (RFS)
appliance to join in firefighting operations,” Sergeant Allen said. “The RFS personnel on site have
been impressed in the capability of the Striker fire vehicle.”
The main role for the No. 22 Squadron team is to provide fire-watch when helicopters land at the
bases for hot refuel operations. Hot exhaust from the helicopter’s engines, coupled with the
downwash from the main rotors and the presence of fuel, increases the risk of fire and warrants
a dedicated rescue team.
“A hot refuel is when the engines, and therefore rotors, remain
running, while the helicopter is refuelled,” Sergeant Allen said. “By not having to shut down the
helicopter, they can refuel and return to the fire fight in less than half the time.
Please see the full press release here.

Harnessing Invitation to get the upper hand
Real-time mapping from the Air Warfare Centre has provided crucial information for the
emergency services in support of Operation Bushfire Assist. At RAAF Base Edinburgh, Air
Commander Australia Air Vice Marshal Joe Iervasi met with the Air Warfare Centre’s Distributed
Ground Station – Australia (DGS-AUS) team and saw first-hand how their vital work was giving
military and firefighting units a real-time overview of the fires.
On his first operation with DGS-AUS, Mission Operations Commander Flying Officer Christopher
Watson, led a multi-specialist team of analysts looking at images and data from a variety of
resources, such as the RAAF P-8A Poseidon and Army Rotary Wing elements.
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“With those images, we were able to make products showing useful information covering the
hottest areas of a fire, any obstructions on the roads, and overall maps of fire fronts throughout
the affected areas and states.” Flying Officer Watson said. “Supporting firefighting is not a
typical role for DGS-AUS, so my team and I had to quickly learn what information is important
and relevant for the firefighters, and to provide that information in a time sensitive manner."
Identifying and reporting fires not known by authorities ensured that fire was reacted to quickly.
This vital information had a direct and meaningful impact on the ground with a significant effect
for communities at risk from the bushfires. Please see the full press release here.

Engineers, families thanked for going above and beyond
Royal Australian Navy engineers, contractors and their families who cut short their Christmas
break to support Operation Bushfire Assist have been recognised for their contribution.
Warrant Officer of the Navy Deb Butterworth and Command Warrant Officer - Navy Engineering
Warrant Officer Christopher Garner visited Fleet Support Unit-South East, Amphibious Afloat
Support Group and Fleet Engineering on January 16 to thank those involved in preparing HMA
Ships Adelaide and Canberra for sea.
“On behalf of the Chief of Navy, thank you for your support, professionalism and absolute top
work,” Warrant Officer of the Navy Butterworth said. “The collaboration between uniformed
personnel, contractors and the ship’s staff has been terrific. “We’ve all been focused on the
same thing - working to save families in our nation.” Personnel worked around the clock to get
the landing helicopter docks ready for sea. Adelaide was recalled to support the evacuation of
people from fire-affected communities in early January, with the ship’s company, Navy engineers
and contractors preparing the ship to sail on January 4. Please see the full press release here.

Defence Exercises
Polar express delivery hits the mark
New airdrop techniques have been used on
Operation Southern Discovery to deliver
supplies to the Australian Antarctic Division
(AAD).
On January 27, a Royal Australian Air Force C17A Globemaster III from 36 Squadron made
the 7000km, non-stop round-trip from
Hobart to deliver both low-cost and
precision-guided payloads to Casey Station.
AAD Supply Services Manager Matt
Filipowski said these were new aerial
delivery techniques for his team.

An Air Force C-17A Globemaster conducts an airdrop in Antarctica near
Casey Station.

“Airdrops are routinely used by polar nations, but the addition of these low-cost and precisionguided parachutes is a first for Australia in Antarctica,” Mr Filipowski said.
“We had really good weather conditions and were able to undertake five individual drops onto
the ice, with all completed as planned and the loads landing safely.”
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The airdrop mission also validated techniques for resupplying future AAD convoys that may need
to establish new drop zones as they travel. Please see the full press release here.

International
A number of international organisations publish excellent material on issues which impact on our
region. The following reports are recommended.
The Strategist is the commentary and analysis site of
the Australian Strategic Policy Institute, an independent,
non-partisan think tank based in Canberra. The
Strategists issued on the 6th February 2020 included two
articles – one “The compounding risk in Australia’s
transition to new submarines”, by Marcus Hellyer who is
the ASPI’s Senior Analyst for defence economics and
capability. An excellent article which can be accessed
here.

The second one was “Increasing Defence’s role in disaster
response is essential but costly” by Peter Jennings who is the
Executive Director of ASPI. A version of the article was
published in the Weekend Australian. Another excellent article
which can be accessed here.

The Interpreter published by the Lowy Institute which is an independent, nonpartisan think tank
based in Sydney. It publishes daily commentary and analysis on international events. It seeks a
global audience, but our perspective is Australian. Like the Institute itself, The Interpreter has a
strong commitment to analytic integrity. Its editorial stance is independent, non-partisan, and
directed towards informing and deepening the debate about international policy. The article is
entitled “Middle East Peace Plan A once in a lifetime deal, not in a good way” by Rodger
Shanahan, a Research Fellow at the Lowy Institute in which he argues that it is “A distinctly proIsrael bias to the whole enterprise seems to confirm a Palestinian view of a plan as “dead on
arrival”. The article can be accessed here.

The USNI News Weekly Update USNI News Weekly
Update for 02/05/2020 contains an article “Navy,
Industry Pursuing Autonomy Software, Reliable HM&E
Systems for Unmanned Ships” by Megan Eckstein. The
full article can be accessed here.
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About the Royal United Services Institute for Defence and Security
Studies, NSW Inc

Founded as the United Service Institution of New South Wales in 1888, the Royal United Services
Institute for Defence and Security Studies, NSW (or RUSI NSW) is one of seven self-governing
constituent bodies of the Royal United Services Institute for Defence and Security Australia
Limited.
The aim of RUSI NSW is to promote informed debate on, and to improve public awareness and
understanding of, defence and national security. To this end, RUSI NSW:
•
•
•

•
•
•

educates the public about Australia’s defence and national security;
publishes a highly-respected professional journal;
provides a forum for the discussion of defence and security issues by conducting regular
lectures, seminars conferences workshops and visits to defence and security
establishments;
provides professional development programs;
operates a public library, specialising in defence and security literature dating from the
late 18th century to the current day; and
conducts social and networking functions for members

Members and visitors are encouraged to use the library facilities for reading or research. The
library is open on Monday to Thursday from 1000h to 1600h and for Researchers by
appointment.
The RUSI’s office and the Ursula Davidson Library are now located in the Centenary Extension of
the Anzac Memorial, Hyde Park South, with access from Liverpool Street – close to Museum
railway station, buses and car parking stations.
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