Royal United Services Institute for
Defence and Security Studies, NSW Inc

Anzac Memorial, Hyde Park
South, Sydney NSW 2000

1
PO Box A778 SYDNEY
SOUTH NSW 1235

Newsletter
Issue No. 50 – June 2019

www.rusinsw.org.au
office@rusinsw.org.au
Telephone: (02) 8262 2922

Introduction
Welcome to this month’s issue of the electronic newsletter of the Royal
United Services Institute for Defence and Security Studies (RUSI NSW), the
aim of which is to provide members, stakeholders, and other interested
parties up to date news of our latest activities and events, as well as selective
information on defence issues.
There is no charge to receive this newsletter electronically and recipients are
not required to be a member of the Institute. Invite your colleagues to
receive this newsletter by going to the newsletter page on the Institute’s
website http://www.rusinsw.org.au/Newsletter where they can register
their email contact details.

Upcoming RUSI NSW Lunchtime Lectures and Social Events
Tuesday 25 Jun 2019
Speaker: Hervé Lemahieu
Director, Asian Power and Diplomacy Program, Lowy
Institute
Subject: Power Struggles in the Indo-Pacific
The economic transformation in the twenty-first century in
the Asia-Pacific region is reshaping the global distribution
of power, with profound implications for war and peace.
What does this mean for Australia? Just as the Prime
Minister visits the Solomon Islands and advances his
attempts to counter Chinese influence in the Pacific, three
Chinese warships have asked to dock in Sydney Harbour in
a dramatic display of Beijing’s naval power.
Hervé Lemahieu, Director, Asian Power and Diplomacy
Program at the Lowy Institute, will provide a thought
Image source: Lowy Institute
provoking presentation on the likely balance of power in
the Asia-Pacific region under different possible scenarios –
from a new ‘cold war’ to the possibility of a hot war involving the United States and China.
His work analyses and quantifies shifts in the geo-economics, military balance, and diplomatic
networks of Asia. Among other projects, Hervé leads the research for the annual Asia Power
Index – launched by the Lowy Institute in 2018 – which is a data-driven assessment he developed
to map the changing distribution of power in the region.
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Lectures are open to any interested person and will be held at The Anzac Memorial Auditorium,
downstairs in the Centenary Extension of the Anzac Memorial Hyde Park South – start time: 1pm.
Attendance fees are: Members $10.00; Non-members $15.00. Cash payments only please, we
are unable to process card payments. Pre-event registration is unnecessary. Tea/coffee is
available before the lecture at no cost. A sandwich lunch is also available from 12 noon (cost:
$8.00), but it must be ordered through the (8262 2922) by 12 noon the day before the lecture.
All RUSI NSW Educational Events attract Continuing Professional Education Credits
RUSI NSW Lectures: One hour credit;
Half Day Seminars: Four hours credit;
All Day Seminars: Six hours credit.
To obtain a certificate for an educational event you attended please contact our office.

Future RUSI NSW Events
Tuesday 30 July 2019
Speaker: David Rosenberg, Author
Subject: Military surveillance and Pine Gap
Image source:
https://www.pinegapbook.com/about-the-author

Tuesday 27 August 2019
Speaker: Captain David Tietzel, RAN, Deputy Commodore
Flotillas and
Colonel Kim Gilfillan, Commander Landing Forces
Subject: Amphibious Operations and Tactics

Tuesday 24 September 2019
Speaker: David Wroe, Defence and national security correspondent SMH
Subject: Review of Australia’s Foreign Policy
Image source: Sydney Morning Herald

How to get to RUSI NSW
Anzac Memorial, Hyde Park South, SYDNEY NSW 2000
Walking or wheel chair access: from Liverpool Street, through the walkway between the
waterfalls, to the Hall of Service reception desk. The Library is in the South East corner, behind
the reception desk.
There are Train, Bus and car parking details on our web page:
http://www.rusinsw.org.au/documents/Getting_to_the_Institute_2018.pdf
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Institute News
SPECIALIST TOUR: “OUR MILITARY AVIATION HERITAGE”
Tuesday 16th July 2019 1130-1400
This special tailored guided tour is being offered at no tour cost to RUSI NSW members as a
“Thank you” by HARS for the recent generous donation of the ex Pitt St Library shelving to HARS.
The tour will be led by a senior HARS member who is also an RUSI NSW Board member, and the
tour will enable you to view selected artefacts of Australian military aviation heritage as follows:














Flying de Havilland Tiger Moth – built at Bankstown in the 1930’s and the rugged biplane trainer on which all
RAAF pilots trained up to the mid 1950’s
Flying Commonwealth Aircraft Corporation (CAC) ‘Winjeel’ (Young Eagle) built in Melbourne and the RAAF
Trainer which succeeded the Tiger Moth in the 1950’s
Two de Havilland Vampires- the first jet fighter which our RAAF operated in the 1950’s and 60’s
CAC built F86 Sabre jet fighter which replaced the Vampire and Meteor in RAAF service during the period 19541971
Dassault Mirage Fighter- which replaced the Sabre Jet and the RAAF operated during the period 1963-1987
General Dynamics F111 Swing Wing Bomber which served with the RAAF until December 2010
3 Flying variants of the famous Douglas DC3/ C47 Dakota which have given sterling service as a Military
transport and civilian airliner
Douglas DC4/ C54 “Skymaster”- a 4 engine transport which replaced the DC3 and also flew to break the Berlin
airlift by the Russians after WW2
Two Flying de Havilland Canada CARIBOU – which the RAAF operated for over 40 years and used to run the
Wallaby Flight in South Vietnam.
Flying Lockheed Super Constellation – which QANTAS and the Military operated in the 1950’s
Convair 440- which both TAA and the RAAF operated during the 1950/60’s
Flying Consolidated PBY6 CATALINA Amphibian- which our RAAF operated during WW2
Flying Lockheed P2v7 NEPTUNE- which our RAAF operated during the 1950-70 period
Flying Lockheed P3C ORION- which replaced the Neptune in RAAF Service

RAN Fleet Air Arm Air Frames:HARS has recently formed the HARS Navy Heritage Flight based on the following:Grumman S2G Tracker (2)/ Hawker Sea Fury/ de Havilland Sea Venom/ Westland Wessex/
Iroquois (2)
(Note:-Where feasible, you will be shown the interiors of these aircraft including the cockpits)
Tour Administrative Details
HARS is a world class collection of historic aviation planes and artefacts, based at Albion Park
NSW approx. 1.25 hours drive South of Sydney. See: www.hars.org.au
A viable travel option is to catch the train, as the Albion Park Rail Train station is opposite the
airfield and a 5 minute walk to the HARS entrance. The 9.27am train from Central Station arrives
at Albion Park Rail station at 11.15 am.
You will be divided into groups of not more than 10 with a tour guide each
RSVP by Thursday 12 July to 02 8262 2922 INCLUDING PRE-BOOKINGS FOR LUNCH+ AFTERNOON
TEA PACKAGE OR FOR JUST THE AFTERNOON TEA.
COSTS: Free tour cost to RUSI NSW Members who pre-register for the tour, plus Café Connie at
HARS can provide two pre booked options:Option 1 - a light lunch package plus afternoon tea- $27.50 per head, OR Option 2 - afternoon
tea only - $7.50 per head.
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Highlighting our volunteers
There is a small army of volunteers that have contributed to the high quality services that RUSI
NSW provides to our members and the public.
We have benefited from volunteers who are professionals and have provided their expertise in
editing, marketing, sales, web design, graphic design, cataloguing, curating, accounting, and
event coordination.

Have you thought about volunteering for RUSI NSW? Do you have a special talent that could
contribute to the excellent work we do?
It's interesting work that can include simple office jobs, help with our monthly lectures, greet
visitors and provide them with a tour of the library. We are looking at extending our hours of
operation to five days a week - Monday to Friday - but we need volunteers to show visitors
around the library. If you can commit a half day or full day once per week, please let us know by
contacting us on 8262 2922.

Defence's best kept secret: RUSI NSW has a facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/RUSIDSSNSW/
Use the link above and click on ‘like’ and tell your friends to do the same. Our facebook page
will keep you informed about our events, publications, news and interesting defence and
security matters.
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Recent Events of the Institute
Tuesday 28 May 2019
Speaker: Bob Lowry Author and Indonesia Analyst
Subject: The Indonesian Armed Forces (TNI), structure, reform and plans for the future
Auditorium Anzac Memorial Images: John Hutcheson
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Latest Defence News
New Minister for Defence
Prime Minster Scott Morrison has confirmed the appointment
of Senator Linda Reynolds, CSC, as the new Minister for
Defence. Minister Reynolds was elected to the Senate in 2014
following more than 20 years’ experience at the national
political level working for ministers, members of Parliament and
the Liberal Party of Australia. Minister Reynolds served for 29
years in the Australian Army as a Reserve Officer in a wide
range of part and full-time appointments.

ADF to Support Implementation of the Inter-Korean
Comprehensive Military Agreement
Following a request from the United Nations Command, the Australian Defence Force (ADF) has
deployed a small number of military personnel to the Korean Peninsula to support the
implementation of the inter-Korean Comprehensive Military Agreement. The Comprehensive
Military Agreement, signed by the Republic of Korea and North Korea in September 2018,
includes a series of confidence building measures that aim to reduce military tensions on the
Korean Peninsula. United Nations Command, which is responsible for maintaining the Armistice
Agreement signed in 1953 at the end of the Korean War, is working with the Republic of Korea
and North Korea to implement the measures. Chief of Joint Operations, Air Marshal Mel Hupfeld
said Australia would support implementation of the Comprehensive Military Agreement
measures within the Demilitarised Zone. The full media release can be accessed here.

Poseidon power in major exercise
Australian and Indian Poseidon aircraft worked together for the first time during the premier
Australia–India
military
exercise
AUSINDEX. An Australian P-8A Poseidon
and an Indian Navy P8I collaborated to
give
comprehensive
and
crucial
surveillance in the maritime domain for
the ships and submarines participating in
the third biennial iteration of the
exercise. AUSINDEX 2019 was the most
complex to date and focused on antisubmarine warfare and tactical maritime
manoeuvres. The naval exercise is the
cornerstone of Indo-Pacific Endeavour
2019 (IPE19) activity in India. "We now Commander Joint Task Force 661 Air Commodore Richard Owen speaks
see for the first time our P8 capabilities with Commander Kunwar and Lieutenant Bhaskar Jyoti of the Indian Navy
working together." Squadron Leader onboard an Indian P8I aircraft. Photo: Leading Seaman Steven Thomson
Brian Brown said that after a visit to Sri
Lanka, the Royal Australian Air Force’s No. 11 Squadron travelled to Indian naval base INS Dega in
Visakhapatnam to prepare for the exchange. “We are excited to be working with the Indian Navy
to expand our understanding of each other’s capabilities and strengthen our defence
relationship,” Squadron Leader Brown said. The full report can be accessed here.
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South Pacific Defence Ministers’ Meeting in Fiji
Senior Defence officials will travel to Fiji during the week of 9 May to take part in the South
Pacific Defence Ministers’ Meeting (SPDMM) in Nadi on 9 May 2019. Secretary of Defence, Mr
Greg Moriarty, will represent the Minister for Defence at this year’s SPDMM. The Chief of the
Defence Force, General Angus Campbell AO, DSC, will also attend a separate Chiefs of Defence
Meeting.
The SPDMM is a key forum for regional leaders to discuss shared security challenges and
enhance coordination on regional defence issues. The meeting is a unique opportunity to identify
and progress regional priorities and cooperation to support defence engagement in the South
Pacific. SPDMM recognises that maintaining interoperability and cooperation between regional
defence forces supports stability in the region. Each year, members review and endorse a
collaborative multilateral exercise framework to align cooperative efforts in maritime security,
stabilisation and peacekeeping operations, and humanitarian assistance and disaster relief.
The meeting includes government representatives from Fiji, Papua New Guinea, Tonga, New
Zealand, France, Chile and Australia. The United Kingdom and United States will take part as
observers. The full media release can be accessed here.

Upcoming Events by other Organisations
General Defence News
Indo-Pacific Endeavour Joint Task Force returns to Australia
On the 26th May, the Indo-Pacific Endeavour 2019 (IPE 19) Joint Task Force has returned to
Australia following a three-month regional engagement mission to South and South East
Asia. The flagship HMAS Canberra will anchor off Darwin having visited seven nations since
March 2019 during the third IPE iteration since its inception in 2017.
Chief of Joint Operations, Air Marshal
Mel Hupfeld, said this third iteration of
IPE was one of the most ambitious
regional
engagement
activities
undertaken by the Australian Defence
Force (ADF). “With four ships and
various aircraft; more than 1200
personnel from across the ADF, partner
nations and Defence industry; this was a
landmark activity for our modern joint
force,” Air Marshal Hupfeld said. “The
command team performed superbly
coordinating this complex series of
Chief of Navy Vice Admiral Michael Noonan AO, RAN, speaks at a media
doorstop upon arrival in Jakarta, Indonesia during Indo-Pacific Endeavour
international engagements, and the
2019.
embarked forces represented Australia
with characteristic warmth and
professionalism. “IPE 19 was a sophisticated demonstration of joint force integration, combined
interoperability with partner forces, and military diplomacy. ” Air Marshal Hupfeld said the
annual joint task force activity would continue to deepen relations with our neighbours, who
have enthusiastically welcomed and hosted Australian forces.
The full media release can be accessed here.

Official Newsletter of the Royal United Services
for Defence and Security Studies, NSW Inc
PageInstitute
|7
ABN 80 724 654 162 www.rusinsw.org.au office@rusinsw.org.au Telephone: (02) 8262 2922

8

Air Force Wraps Up Training in Top End Skies
More than 2000 personnel, 100 aircraft and the next generation of Air Force Air Warfare
Instructors are returning to their home
bases on 24 May after being tested to the
limit during Exercise Diamond Storm in the
Northern Territory. The exercise is the final
stage of an intensive three-phase Air
Warfare Instructor Course that assesses
candidates in academic and practical
activities spanning six months. Exercise
Director, Group Captain Matt McCormack,
said a strong cadre of personnel capable of
integrating warfighting functions across a
range of specialisations will graduate. “It
has been a very busy month at RAAF
Darwin and RAAF Tindal as we reach the Red Force Royal Australian Air Force No. 76 Squadron Hawk 127s
conclusion of this specialist course that has prepare to take off for a sortie during Exercise Diamond Storm 2019.
tested the candidates in a range of high-end
warfighting scenarios,” Group Captain McCormack said. “Diamond Storm has seen course
members plan and execute offensive counter-air scenarios using just about every aircraft in our
Air Force, as well as some from the United States Air Force and United States Marine Corps, and
a range of specialist ground-based enablers and Royal Air Force capabilities.
The full media release can be accessed here.

Tigers take flight on Indo-Pacific Endeavour 2019
The Army’s Armed Reconnaissance Helicopter (ARH) Tiger has reached an important milestone
during Indo-Pacific Endeavour 2019. Four Tigers
from 1st Aviation Regiment at Darwin joined two
MRH90 maritime support helicopters to train
aircrew and ground staff for day and night decklanding qualifications on HMAS Canberra.

Army and Navy personnel prepare to conduct flight deck
operations with the Tiger ARH Armed Reconnaissance
Helicopter on board HMAS Canberra. Photo: Corporal Kylie
Gibson

“We are capable of performing a full range of
reconnaissance, security and attack missions to
provide a security bubble." ARH pilot Captain
Daniel Tidd said the opportunity to train on board
had several benefits. “Exercising with the Navy
enables 1st Aviation Regiment the opportunity to
work together to integrate the aviation and
maritime assets,” Captain Tidd said.

The full media release can be accessed here.
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Defence Exercises
First Maritime Exercise conducted by Australian, French, Japanese and US ships in
the Indian Ocean
From late in May 2019, naval vessels from Australia, France, Japan and the United States are set
to commence the first iteration
of the French-led maritime
exercise La Perouse in the
Indian Ocean.
Exercise La Perouse will consist
of two Royal Australian Navy
units, the helicopter frigate
HMAS Toowoomba and
the
submarine HMAS Collins, along
with vessels from France, Japan
and the United States. Royal
Australian
Navy’s
Fleet
Commander, Rear Admiral
Jonathan Mead, AM, said
Australia’s participation in
supporting the Charles de
Gaulle Carrier Task Group
highlighted the valued working relationship between Australia and France. “The inclusion of an
Australian frigate and submarine with a French Carrier Task Group provides a positive example of
the cooperative relationship our Navies enjoy,” Rear Admiral Mead said. “This activity
demonstrates Navy’s capability in operating with our regional partners, highlighting the
importance of interoperability in promoting stability and security.” HMAS
Toowoomba’s Commanding Officer, Commander Mitchell Livingstone, said the ship’s
contribution to Exercise La Perouse would test the skills and experience of both the surface and
underwater warfare operators.
The full media release can be accessed here.
HMAS Toowoomba, HMAS Collins, the USS William P. Lawrence, French ships Charles de
Gaulle, Provence, Forbin, Latouche-Tréville, Marne and the JFDF Ships Izumo and
Murasame in the Bay of Bengal on the May 21, 2019 for Exercise La Perouse
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Defence Industry and Defence Science
Australian Defence industry on display
For the first time, Australia’s defence industry
has been incorporated into Indo-Pacific
Endeavour port visits. The most recent
engagement was on board HMAS Canberra at
Changi Navy Base, Singapore, during Indo-Pacific
Endeavour 2019 (IPE19). Under the initiative, the
Australian Defence Export Office (ADEO)
together with the IPE19 Joint Task Force (JTF)
showcased some of the prized outputs of
Australian defence industry to host nations while
industry representatives championed their
products and services. Military members also Squadron Leader Steven Rae with Andy and Zoe Cullen, the
owners of Wananchi Mobile Water Purification, at the HMAS
provided their perspectives and practical Canberra Defence Industry Expo in Singapore during Indo-Pacific
operational experience in support of defence Endeavour 2019. Photo: Corporal Kylie Gibson
industry. “I’ve really enjoyed discussing future
capabilities and people power with our regional partners. Our relationships with our neighbours
matters.”
JTF staff officer Squadron Leader Steven Rae has facilitated the exhibitions and said the
collaboration involved a lot of planning. “The goal of the Defence Export Expo is to achieve
greater export successes, making Australia’s defence industry globally competitive, all in support
of better capability for the Australian Defence Force. This aligns with the Defence Export
Strategy,” Squadron Leader Rae said. The full media release can be accessed here.

New Materials Research to Enhance Submarine Stealth
On 24 May, the Defence has signed a 3-year collaboration
agreement with universities and industry to develop new
acoustic materials that will make Australian submarines
harder to detect.
The $1.5 million Defence Science and Technology (DST)
agreement, supported by the Next Generation Technologies Fund, will produce new materials to
reduce the acoustic signature of submarines without disrupting their operation. Researchers
from DST, the University of Melbourne and RMIT University will join with industry partners
QinetiQ and Matrix Composites & Engineering to develop the prototype stealth materials. Chief
Defence Scientist Professor Tanya Monro said the agreement was another step forward in
leveraging acoustic science, materials science, engineering, and technological innovation across
Australia to develop new Defence technology solutions. The full media release can be accessed
here.
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International
A number of international organisations publish excellent material on issues which impact on our
region. The following reports are recommended.
The Strategist issued on 16 May 2019 contains posts by Alex Joske, is a researcher at ASPI’s
International Cyber Policy Centre. The article “Australia should look to US bill to stop the
transfer of sensitive technology to the Chinese military” includes the following introduction:
“A bill introduced to the United States Congress is an important step towards limiting the
transfer of sensitive technology to China’s
People’s Liberation Army. The PLA Visa
Security Act would ban the issuing of
student and visiting scholar visas to
individuals affiliated with the Chinese
military. This comes after a report ASPI’s
International Cyber Policy Centre published
last year, Picking flowers, making honey,
found that the PLA has sent more than
2,500 officers and cadres to study science
and engineering abroad, some of whom
actively hid their military ties. The issues
raised here are global—large numbers of
Image source: The Strategist 16th May 2019. Photo: by Pixabay from
PLA scientists have been sent to Australia,
Pexels.com
Canada, Germany and the United
Kingdom—so the bill recommends that all Five Eyes countries pursue similar measures to
address the problems posed by PLA scientists working and training in the West. The full article
can be accessed here.

The USNI New Weekly Update for 23/05/2019 included the following:
Congressional Research Service report, “U.S. - Iran Tensions Escalate.” May 16. 2019
Extract from the Report: U.S.-Iran tensions have escalated
in recent weeks as the Trump Administration has taken
several significant steps in its campaign of applying
“maximum pressure” on Iran, and Iranian leaders have
announced responses. U.S. steps have included
designating Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps
(IRGC) as a Foreign Terrorist Organization (FTO),
reimposing sanctions on any country that buys Iranian oil,
ending sanctions waivers for some assistance to the
permitted aspects of Iran’s nuclear program, and imposing
new sanctions on transactions in some Iranian
commodities. U.S. officials state that reports about
potential Iran-linked threats to U.S. forces and interests
prompted the Administration to send additional military
Image from: USNI News 17th May 2019
assets to the region. Yet, press reports on May 16 indicate
that President Donald Trump prefers a diplomatic solution
to continued escalation that could lead to conflict”. The full report can be accessed here.
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About the Royal United Services Institute for Defence and Security
Studies, NSW Inc

Founded as the United Service Institution of New South Wales in 1888, the Royal United Services
Institute for Defence and Security Studies, NSW (or RUSI NSW) is one of seven self-governing
constituent bodies of the Royal United Services Institute for Defence and Security Australia
Limited.
The aim of RUSI NSW is to promote informed debate on, and to improve public awareness and
understanding of, defence and national security. To this end, RUSI NSW:
•
•
•

•
•
•

educates the public about Australia’s defence and national security;
publishes a highly-respected professional journal;
provides a forum for the discussion of defence and security issues by conducting regular
lectures, seminars conferences workshops and visits to defence and security
establishments;
provides professional development programs;
operates a public library, specialising in defence and security literature dating from the
late 18th century to the current day; and
conducts social and networking functions for members

Members and visitors are encouraged to use the library facilities for reading or research. The
library is open on Monday and Wednesday from 1000h to 1500h and on Tuesday and Thursday
by appointment.
The RUSI’s office and the Ursula Davidson Library are now located in the Centenary Extension of
the Anzac Memorial, Hyde Park South, with access from Liverpool Street – close to Museum
railway station, buses and car parking stations.
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