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Introduction
Welcome to this month’s issue of the electronic newsletter of the Royal
United Services Institute for Defence and Security Studies (RUSI NSW), the
aim of which is to provide members, stakeholders, and other interested
parties up to date news of our latest activities and events, as well as selective
information on defence issues.
There is no charge to receive this newsletter electronically and recipients are
not required to be a member of the Institute. Invite your colleagues to
receive this newsletter by going to the newsletter page on the Institute’s
website http://www.rusinsw.org.au/Newsletter where they can register
their email contact details.

Upcoming RUSI NSW Lunchtime Lectures and Social Events
Tuesday 28 May 2019
Speaker: Bob Lowry Author and Indonesia Analyst
Subject: The Indonesian Armed Forces (TNI), structure, reform
and plans for the future
Bob Lowry had extensive service in the Australian Army,
including service in South Vietnam, Singapore and Indonesia.
Since retiring from the Australian Army as a Lieutenant Colonel
in 1993, Bob has worked in Indonesia, Timor Leste and Fiji on
defence and security issues. He was Acting National Director of
the Australia Institute of International Affairs, Associate Director
of the Australian Defence Studies Centre in 1997, Senior Analyst
with the International Crisis Group in Jakarta during 2001 doing
policy oriented research on military and police reform and military operations in Aceh, adviser to
the Timor-Leste National Security Adviser 2002-03, and chaired the Fiji National Security and
Defence Review (Safeguarding Peace & Prosperity, Fiji, 2004). He is also a member of the Senior
Advisory Group of the Indonesia-Australia Defence Alumni.
Bob is the author of The Armed Forces of Indonesia; Fortress Fiji: Holding the line in the Pacific
War, 1939-45; and The Last Knight: A Biography of General Sir Phillip Bennett AO KBE DSO.
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Lectures are open to any interested person and will be held at The Anzac Memorial Auditorium,
downstairs in the Centenary Extension of the Anzac Memorial Hyde Park South – start time: 1pm.
Attendance fees are: Members $10.00; Non-members $15.00. Cash payments only please, we
are unable to process card payments. Pre-event registration is unnecessary. Tea/coffee is
available before the lecture at no cost. A sandwich lunch is also available from 12 noon (cost:
$8.00), but it must be ordered through the (8262 2922) by 12 noon the day before the lecture.
All RUSI NSW Educational Events attract Continuing Professional Education Credits
RUSI NSW Lectures: One hour credit;
Half Day Seminars: Four hours credit;
All Day Seminars: Six hours credit.
To obtain a certificate for an educational event you attended please contact our office.

Future RUSI NSW Events
Tuesday 25 Jun 2019
Speaker: Hervé Lemahieu
Director, Asian Power and Diplomacy Program, Lowy Institute
Subject: Power Struggles in the Indo-Pacific
The economic transformation in the Asia-Pacific region is reshaping the
global distribution of power, with profound implications for war and
peace in the twenty-first century. Hervé Lemahieu, Director, Asian
Power and Diplomacy Program at the Lowy Institute, will outline the
likely balance of power in the Asia-Pacific region under different possible scenarios – from a new
‘cold war’ to the possibility of a hot war involving the United States and China.

How to get to RUSI NSW
Anzac Memorial, Hyde Park South, SYDNEY NSW 2000
Walking or wheel chair access: from Liverpool Street, through the walkway between the
waterfalls, to the Hall of Service reception desk. The Library is in the South East corner, behind
the reception desk.
There are Train, Bus and car parking details on our web page:
http://www.rusinsw.org.au/documents/Getting_to_the_Institute_2018.pdf

Institute Membership News
A special welcome is extended to the following new members:
Robin Bowley, Mick Dunn, Ray Burnard, Paul Burnard, Ashley Arundell Jim Kirkham
It is with sadness that we announce the death of our member:
Kenneth William George Forway
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SPECIALIST TOUR: “OUR MILITARY AVIATION HERITAGE”
Tuesday 16th July 2019 1130-1400
This special tailored guided tour is being offered at no tour cost to RUSI NSW members as a
“Thank you” by HARS for the recent generous donation of the ex Pitt St Library shelving to HARS.
The tour will be led by a senior HARS member who is also an RUSI NSW Board member, and the
tour will enable you to view selected artefacts of Australian military aviation heritage as follows:














Flying de Havilland Tiger Moth – built at Bankstown in the 1930’s and the rugged biplane trainer on which all
RAAF pilots trained up to the mid 1950’s
Flying Commonwealth Aircraft Corporation (CAC) ‘Winjeel’ (Young Eagle) built in Melbourne and the RAAF
Trainer which succeeded the Tiger Moth in the 1950’s
Two de Havilland Vampires- the first jet fighter which our RAAF operated in the 1950’s and 60’s
CAC built F86 Sabre jet fighter which replaced the Vampire and Meteor in RAAF service during the period 19541971
Dassault Mirage Fighter- which replaced the Sabre Jet and the RAAF operated during the period 1963-1987
General Dynamics F111 Swing Wing Bomber which served with the RAAF until December 2010
3 Flying variants of the famous Douglas DC3/ C47 Dakota which have given sterling service as a Military
transport and civilian airliner
Douglas DC4/ C54 “Skymaster”- a 4 engine transport which replaced the DC3 and also flew to break the Berlin
airlift by the Russians after WW2
Two Flying de Havilland Canada CARIBOU – which the RAAF operated for over 40 years and used to run the
Wallaby Flight in South Vietnam.
Flying Lockheed Super Constellation – which QANTAS and the Military operated in the 1950’s
Convair 440- which both TAA and the RAAF operated during the 1950/60’s
Flying Consolidated PBY6 CATALINA Amphibian- which our RAAF operated during WW2
Flying Lockheed P2v7 NEPTUNE- which our RAAF operated during the 1950-70 period
Flying Lockheed P3C ORION- which replaced the Neptune in RAAF Service

RAN Fleet Air Arm Air Frames:HARS has recently formed the HARS Navy Heritage Flight based on the following:Grumman S2G Tracker (2)/ Hawker Sea Fury/ de Havilland Sea Venom/ Westland Wessex/
Iroquois (2)
(Note:-Where feasible, you will be shown the interiors of these aircraft including the cockpits)
Tour Administrative Details
HARS is a world class collection of historic aviation planes and artefacts, based at Albion Park
NSW approx. 1.25 hours drive South of Sydney. See: www.hars.org.au
A viable travel option is to catch the train, as the Albion Park Rail Train station is opposite the
airfield and a 5 minute walk to the HARS entrance. The 9.27am train from Central Station arrives
at Albion Park Rail station at 11.15 am.
You will be divided into groups of not more than 10 with a tour guide each
RSVP by Thursday 12 July to 02 8262 2922 INCLUDING PRE-BOOKINGS FOR LUNCH+ AFTERNOON
TEA PACKAGE OR FOR JUST THE AFTERNOON TEA.
COSTS
Free tour cost to RUSI NSW Members who pre-register for the tour, plus Café Connie at HARS
can provide two pre booked options:Option 1 - a light lunch package plus afternoon tea- $27.50 per head, OR
Option 2 - afternoon tea only - $7.50 per head.
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Highlighting our volunteers
There is a small army of volunteers that have contributed to the high quality services that RUSI
NSW provides to our members and the public.
We have benefited from volunteers who are professionals and have provided their expertise in
editing, marketing, sales, web design, graphic design, cataloguing, curating, accounting, and
event coordination.

Have you thought about volunteering for RUSI NSW? Do you have a special talent that could
contribute to the excellent work we do?
It's interesting work that can include simple office jobs, help with our monthly lectures, greet
visitors and provide them with a tour of the library. We are looking at extending our hours of
operation to four days a week - Monday to Thursday - but we need volunteers to show visitors
around the library. If you can commit a half day or full day once per week, please let us know by
contacting us on 8262 2922.

Defence's best kept secret: RUSI NSW has a facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/RUSIDSSNSW/
Use the link above and click on ‘like’ and tell your friends to do the same. Our facebook page
will keep you informed about our events, publications, news and interesting defence and
security matters.
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Recent Events of the Institute
Tuesday 26 March 2019
Auditorium Anzac Memorial
Speaker: Dr Thomas Wilkins Senior
Research Fellow: Japan Institute for
International Affairs. Senior
Lecturer: Department of Government
& International Relations
Subject: Assessing Australia’s
bargaining power in the US-alliance at
a time of regional power shift:
“Assets” versus “liabilities”
Images: John Hutcheson
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Recent Events of the Institute
Tuesday 30 April 2019
Auditorium Anzac Memorial
Speaker: Brigadier Peter Connor, AM, Former
Commander Australia’s Task Group,
Afghanistan
Subject: The War in Afghanistan - A Recent
Commander’s Experiences
Images: John Hutcheson
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Latest Defence News
Paying tribute to our troops on Anzac Day
One hundred and four years on from the landing of Australian troops at Gallipoli, the nation
continues
to
honour
and
commemorate those who serve, have
served previously, and those who
paid the ultimate price for our
freedom. The Australian Defence
Force (ADF) has a long history of
maintaining the security of the nation
and takes great pride in honouring all
who have served.
Defence senior leaders and personnel
are supporting Anzac Day ceremonies
across the globe. The Chief of the
Defence Force, General Angus
Chief of the Defence Force, General Angus Campbell, speaks with members of
Campbell attended the Dawn Service
the public after the 2019 Anzac Day Dawn Service at Gallipoli. Photo: Petty
and the Lone Pine Service in Gallipoli,
Officer Andrew Dakin.
Turkey. “Lone Pine was a brutal
battlefield. It is now a graveyard – a place of mourning and remembrance,” General Campbell
said. “The significance of these well-cared-for cemeteries should not be underestimated.” There
are approximately 2,400 ADF members currently deployed on operations or working overseas,
upholding the Anzac spirit as they strive to protect Australia's national interests abroad.
Anzac Day is an especially memorable and solemn experience for our ADF personnel, whether on
operations or at home. It is an opportunity to remember those who went before, and reflect on
the personal contribution they are making for Australia.

Diggers share Canberra's decks with Sri Lankan mates
Soldiers from the 2nd Battalion, the
Royal Australian Regiment (2RAR), have
swapped the jungles of Sri Lanka for the
seas of India as they continue their
training mission during Indo-Pacific
Endeavour 2019 (IPE19). Working
alongside the diggers aboard HMAS
Canberra were some of Sri Lanka’s finest
troops, including ground forces of the Sri
Lankan Armed Forces.
Corporal Patrick Mortimore, a recon
patrol commander from 2RAR, said he Australian Army soldier Lance Corporal Ethan Smith, left, fits a Bump Helmet
and his team enjoyed integrating and to a member of the Sri Lankan Army aboard HMAS Canberra.
bonding with the Sri Lankans. “We’ve
never worked with some of these Sri Lankan forces before, so it’s really interesting to see how
they operate,” Corporal Mortimore said. “Their drills are different to ours in some aspects, but
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they are extremely effective. “It didn’t take us long to establish that they were operating at a
very high standard and that we could learn a lot from them.

Chief of Joint Operations (CJOPS) Air Marshal Mel Hupfeld will fly back into the
Air Force fold as Chief of Air Force (CAF) on 4 July
Apart from his time at
Headquarters Joint Operations
Command, Air Marshal Hupfeld
will also bring experience as Air
Commander Australia, Director
Combined
Air
Operations
Centre and Head Force Design.
Defence Minister Christopher
Pyne said Air Marshal Hupfeld
would easily fit into the new
job.
“His experience in these roles
makes him ideally suited to
continue the development of
the Air Force as a modern and
effective force capable of
undertaking regional and global
operations,” he said.

Minister for Defence Christopher Pyne (centre) announces the appointment
of CJOPS Air Marshal Mel Hupfeld to the position of Chief of Air Force at
Russell Offices, Canberra.

Current CAF, Air Marshal Leo Davies, will hand over command of Air Force on July 3 after more
than 40 years of exemplary service. “The government extends its sincere gratitude to Air
Marshal Davies, who has been relentless in embedding a culture of innovation and integration
that will continue to shape the Air Force for generations to come,” Mr Pyne said.

Australia conducts deployments to enforce sanctions on North Korea
Australia remains committed to implementing United Nations Security Council sanctions against
North Korea, and will continue working with partners to monitor and deter ship-to-ship transfers
of sanctioned goods.
Defence is
deploying a P-8A Poseidon maritime
patrol aircraft to Japan in April 2019
from where it will conduct maritime
surveillance operations. As part of its
current deployment to the region HMAS
Melbourne
will
also
conduct
surveillance patrols with international
partners. Since 2018, Australia has
supported international efforts to deter
and disrupt illicit trade and sanctions
evasion activities by North Korea and its
Guided-missile-frigates-FFG-HMAS-Melbourne-05-and-HMASNewcastle-06- Image source: 1 MAY 2019 Defence Connect
associated networks.
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Last year Australia deployed maritime patrol aircraft on three occasions, in April, September and
December. Australia welcomes continued denuclearisation negotiations between the
United States and North Korea. These deployments support ongoing economic and diplomatic
pressure on North Korea. Australia, working with international partners, is committed to
maintaining pressure on North Korea until it takes concrete steps towards complete, verifiable
and irreversible denuclearisation. HMAS Melbourne is currently undertaking a North East Asia
deployment and recently participated in China’s International Fleet Review in Qingdao.

Upcoming Events by other Organisations
Battlefield Tours – Sandakan, North Borneo
Sandakan-Ranau Death March Treks, 2019: The 12-day trekking itinerary follows the Anzac Day
itinerary, but includes six days of walking along a 95km section of the track identified and opened
up by Lynette in 2005. Accommodation is good standard (no camping). Price: $3,200 per person,
twin share, for treks accompanied by Lynette (16 - 27 August).
For
details: https://sandakandeathmarch.com/t
ours/challenge-highlights-challenge-tour/
Lynette Silver can be contacted
at lynettesilver@gmail.com
All bookings: Roz Martindale, Wahroonga
Travel: roz.wahroonga@optusnet.com.au;
02 9489 1978; 0402 081 104.
Image source: http://www.battleforaustralia.asn.au/Whatis.php

General Defence News
Helos check each other's decks
An Indian Navy Sea King helicopter lands on HMAS Canberra during cross-deck training exercises
during AUSINDEX 2019 in 15 April. Indian and
Australian air crews highlighted their navies’
interoperability during AUSINDEX in the Bay of
Bengal on April 7. An MRH-90 from HMAS
Canberra and an MH-60R from HMAS
Parramatta landed on the frigate Indian Naval
Ship (INS) Sahyadri and the corvette INS Kiltan,
while a Sea King from INS Sahyadri and a
Chetak from INS Kiltan cross-decked to the
Australian ships.

An Indian Navy Sea King helicopter lands on HMAS
Canberra during cross-deck training exercises during
AUSINDEX 2019.

Parramatta’s Flight Commander Lieutenant
Commander Damian Liberale said the
procedure for landing helicopters on a foreign
warship was heavily regulated. AUSINDEX is a
biennial bilateral naval exercise between the

Indian Navy and the Royal Australian Navy.
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The task group took part in the exercise during deployment on Indo-Pacific Endeavour 2019,
which aims to deepen engagement and partnerships with regional security forces.

Latest South West Pacific Engagement Program Begins
The Australian Defence Force (ADF) continues to enhance its regional engagement with the
deployment of a Task Group to Tonga in the week of 23 April as part of a wider three nation visit
program. The deployment, part of the Pacific ‘Step Up’, will also include visits to Tuvalu and
Samoa between April and July by around 120 Defence members, including the crews of HMA
Ships Gascoyne and Sirius.
Commander of the Task Group, Lieutenant Colonel Will Harvey said the force would continue the
ADF’s focus on partnership and capacity building. “Security and stability in the South West Pacific
is a priority for all nations in the region,” Lieutenant Colonel Harvey said. “Defence’s ongoing
contribution to the Government’s enhanced regional engagement initiative demonstrates
Australia’s commitment to our Pacific partners. “We continue to help regional security forces
strengthen their capacity and protect their sovereignty.” Central to the Task Group’s deployment
will be a series of bilateral activities including engagement with local security forces, cultural
exchanges, and discussions between security leaders.
Lieutenant Colonel Harvey said the collaborative nature of the visits offered an opportunity to
learn from each other and further develop the bonds between the security forces. “The recent
ADF visits to Papua New Guinea, the Solomon Islands, and Vanuatu under the enhanced regional
engagement program have been valuable in reinforcing these critical relationships,” Lieutenant
Colonel Harvey said. “These visits build upon a strong foundation of shared historic, cultural and
military experiences and a common interest in a peaceful and secure region.”
The Task Group will visit Tonga from 23 to 26 of April, Tuvalu from 30 April to 4 May and Samoa
from 24 June to 4 July 2019.

“The US, Australia and the Philippines have a longstanding relationship dating
back to World War II."
There is meaning in a name, as Australian
forces deployed on Exercise Balikatan 2019
learned firsthand when they worked
alongside, partner forces.
The exercise brought Australian Defence
Force (ADF) and US personnel to the
Philippines from April 2- 12 to train with
the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP)
and build upon shared knowledge. The
Australian contingent commander, Wing
Commander Sean Ahern, said Balikatan –
the Tagalog word for ‘shoulder to shoulder’
– aimed to build capabilities that enhanced
readiness and response

Lieutenant Christian Aca-Ac (centre) and Armed Forces of the
Philippines officer Captain Henedino Vergara (centre-right)
demonstrate cardio pulmonary resuscitation Pagasa
Elementary School, Orani, Philippines.

Security forces from Japan, Australia and the United States shared their tactics, training and
procedures and determined how to best integrate their capabilities as a joint team during
Exercise Cope North. The Royal Australian Air Force, United States Air Force (USAF) and Japan Air
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Self-Defense Force (JASDF) Security Forces conducted combined training at the Commando
Warrior facility at Andersen Air Force Base, Guam. The seven-day activity was part of a
Commander Pacific Air Forces subject matter expert exchange and culminated in a field training
exercise where multinational teams worked together to defend an air base. No. 1 Security Forces
Squadron Defensive Operations Flight Sergeant Scott Robertson said the training involved
sharing weapons systems, military working dog security and urban and jungle warfare tactics.
“It was a good opportunity to test the interoperability of our capabilities,” Flight Sergeant
Robertson said.

Task Force arrives in Malaysia for Indo-Pacific Endeavour 2019
The Indo-Pacific Endeavour 2019 (IPE 19) Joint Task Force is continuing its international
engagement activities with the arrival of three ships into the Malaysian ports of Port Klang and
Langkawi on 21 April. HMA Ships Canberra and Newcastle are visiting Port Klang, outside of Kuala
Lumpur, while HMAS Success is visiting Langkawi before continuing her Malaysian visit to Port
Klang. The visit to Malaysia will see the ship’s companies and embarked forces participate in a
series of cultural exchanges and training activities with the Malaysian Armed Forces, as well as
commemorative activities for Anzac Day.
Commander of the IPE 19 Joint Task Force, Air Commodore Rick Owen, AM said the visit to
Malaysia was a highly anticipated part of the IPE 19 program. “Malaysia is the third country the
Indo-Pacific Endeavour Joint Task Force is visiting this year, following successful visits to Sri Lanka
and India in March and April,” Air Commodore Owen said.
“Australia and Malaysia’s defence relationship is longstanding and one of Australia’s closest in
Southeast Asia underpinned by the close people-to-people links, which will be further developed
over the visit.” Australia’s relationship with Malaysia is exemplified by high-level defence
consultations, the Malaysia Australia Joint Defence Program and the Five Power Defence
Arrangements.

Defence Exercises

Talisman Sabre
The Talisman Sabre series of exercises is the principle Australian and US military bilateral training
exercise focused on the planning and conduct of mid-intensity “high end” warfighting.
Historically Talisman Sabre exercises have been conducted across northern and eastern
Australia, and within Australia’s Exclusive Economic Zone. Additional participants from third
party nations may participate or observe the exercise if invited.
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TS19 will run from late June to early August 2019, including the initial surge of equipment and
people and their subsequent departure after the exercise. Exercise activities in Shoalwater Bay
Training Area and region will commence from early July and peak during 11-24 July 2019.
For more information click http://www.defence.gov.au/Exercises/TS19/

Defence Industry and Defence Science
CONSTRUCTION OF THE DEFENCE HIGH PERFORMANCE COMPUTING CENTRE
A Defence High Performance Computing Centre is to
be constructed at the Defence Science and
Technology site in Edinburgh, South Australia.
Minister for Defence Industry, Senator the Hon Linda
Reynolds CSC and Assistant Minister for Defence,
Senator the Hon David Fawcett today announced
Defence was in the final stages of procuring a head
contractor to deliver the works on the $68 million
project.
Read the full article here
Image source: DoD Science & Technology
10 April 2019 Media Release

GROWING THE NETWORK OF HUMAN PERFORMANCE SPECIALISTS
Universities from across Australia have answered
the call to help Defence enhance the performance
of the warfighter.
The recent Human Performance Research network
(HPRnet) call for submissions received 116 study
proposals from 28 universities. This is nearly twice
the number of submissions received when HPRnet
was originally formed in 2016. Read the full article
here
HPRnet is growing as a community of experts across
the country applying specialised expertise to enhance
the performance of the warfighter. Image source:
DoD Science & Technology 1 April 2019 News
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International
The Lowy Institute publishes “The Interpreter
Weekly Digest” and its edition of 12 April 2019
includes an article by David Brewster “Exercises with
submarines marks a significant step, but New Delhi is
wary of any four-way cooperation with Canberra.”
The full article can be accessed here.
The Interpreter Published 12 Apr 2019 06:00
Image source: Department of Defence

The Strategist is the commentary and analysis site of the Australian Strategic Policy Institute, an
independent, non-partisan think tank based in Canberra. The Strategist aims to provide fresh
ideas on Australia’s critical defence and strategic policy choices as well as encourage and
facilitate discussion and debate among the strategy community and Australian public. The views
expressed on The Strategist are those of the individual authors and don’t represent the views of
ASPI or the institutions to which the authors are attached.
25 April Strategist issue, Paul Barnes, the Head of the Risk and Resilience Program at ASPI, writes
“Australia’s north needs people and people need a
resilient economy” in which he states “It’s hard to
argue against the importance of a modern coastal
city in Australia’s Top End to geopolitics, the
economy and the nation’s security. Darwin’s long
history as a military post attests to that.
Populations thrive when people live in viable
ambient environments, have access to prosperous
local economies and can participate in community
Image source: The Strategist 24 Apr 2019 Image Geoff
life. In recent years, Darwin’s economy has
Whalan on Flickr.
struggled in key areas. The challenges faced by the
Northern Territory government are significant and fiscal belt-tightening is embodied in its budget
recovery plan.” The full article can be accessed here
Malcolm Davis, is a Senior Analyst at ASPI, titled “China’s space mission (part 1 and 2 ):
dominating a contested domain” in which he starts with
“ Since the days of Jiang Zemin, Chinese militarystrategic guidelines have emphasised the requirement
for the People’s Liberation Army to focus on
‘informatisation’ as a key component of its
modernisation efforts. The essential requirement for
informatisation is not lost on Chinese President Xi
Jinping, who is making a determined effort to ensure
that PLA modernisation is complete by 2035 and that it
results in a ‘world-class’ force capable of fighting and
winning wars anywhere by 2050. Space capability and Image source: The Strategist 15 Apr 2019
‘space power’ are central components of PLA Edited image Cristóbal Alvarado Minic on
informatisation and China is developing sophisticated Flickr.
thinking and capability for waging war in space.
The full articles can be accessed here Part 1 and Part 2.
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About the Royal United Services Institute for Defence and Security
Studies, NSW Inc

Founded as the United Service Institution of New South Wales in 1888, the Royal United Services
Institute for Defence and Security Studies, NSW (or RUSI NSW) is one of seven self-governing
constituent bodies of the Royal United Services Institute for Defence and Security Australia
Limited.
The aim of RUSI NSW is to promote informed debate on, and to improve public awareness and
understanding of, defence and national security. To this end, RUSI NSW:
•
•
•

•
•
•

educates the public about Australia’s defence and national security;
publishes a highly-respected professional journal;
provides a forum for the discussion of defence and security issues by conducting regular
lectures, seminars conferences workshops and visits to defence and security
establishments;
provides professional development programs;
operates a public library, specialising in defence and security literature dating from the
late 18th century to the current day; and
conducts social and networking functions for members

Members and visitors are encouraged to use the library facilities for reading or research. The
library is open on Monday and Wednesday from 1000h to 1500h and on Tuesday and Thursday
by appointment.
The RUSI’s office and the Ursula Davidson Library are now located in the Centenary Extension of
the Anzac Memorial, Hyde Park South, with access from Liverpool Street – close to Museum
railway station, buses and car parking stations.
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