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Introduction    
 

Welcome to this month’s issue of the electronic newsletter of the Royal 
United Services Institute for Defence and Security Studies NSW, the aim of 
which is to provide members, stakeholders, and other interested parties up 
to date news of our latest activities and events as well as selective 
information on defence issues.   
 
There is no charge to receive this newsletter electronically and recipients are 
not required to be a member of the Institute. Invite your colleagues to 
receive this newsletter by going to the newsletter page on the Institute’s 
website http://www.rusinsw.org.au/Newsletter where they can register 
their email contact details. 
 
 
 

Upcoming Institute Lunchtime Lectures and Social Events   
 
Lectures are open to any interested person and will be held at Sydney Mechanics’ School of Arts, 
Level 1 280 Pitt Street, Sydney – start time: 1pm.   Attendance fees are: Members $10.00; Non-
members $15.00. Pre-event registration is unnecessary. Tea/coffee is available before the lecture 
at no cost.   A sandwich lunch is also available from 12 noon (cost: $8.00), but it must be ordered 
through the office (9393 2325) by 2 pm on the day before the lecture. 
 
 

Tuesday 28 August    Speaker: Mr Sam Roggeveen, Lowy Institute  

Subject: North Korea and the Twilight of US Leadership in Asia   

Sam Roggeveen is Director of the Lowy Institute’s International 
Security Program, and a Visiting Fellow at the Strategic and Defence 
Studies Centre, Australian National University. Before joining the Lowy 
Institute, Sam was a senior strategic analyst in Australia’s peak 
intelligence agency, the Office of National Assessments, where his 
work dealt mainly with nuclear strategy and arms control, ballistic-
missile defence, North Asian strategic affairs, and WMD terrorism. Sam 
also worked on arms control policy in Australia’s Department of 
Foreign Affairs, and as an analyst in the Defence Intelligence 
Organisation. 

Sam writes for newspapers and magazines in Australia and around the world, and is a regular 
commentator on the Lowy Institute’s digital magazine, The Interpreter, of which he was the 
founding editor from 2007 to 2014.     Lowy Institute articles 
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Friday 17 August   The Institute’s 130th Anniversary Luncheon.   

Invite your partner and friends for a very special occasion. Commemorating 130 years 
of fellowship and fostering debate in defence and national security issues in NSW. 
Long term Board member and Counsellor, Peter Court, will deliver an address on the 
history of RUSI NSW since its 100th anniversary. 

 
Boutique Hotel, 169 Castlereagh Street Sydney.  Cost: $80 per person - includes two courses and 
wine.  
Pre-dinner drinks from 12.30 pm to 1.00pm - at members’ expense. 
Please RSVP with attendees’ names and your email and phone contact details to 
office@rusinsw.org.au by Wednesday 15 August.    Please advise us of any dietary needs. 
 

Payment options:  
Direct credit to our account:  BSB 062 028 
(Commonwealth Bank)  Account 1138 3565   RUSI NSW 
Use the reference – Your surname and the word 130th   
 
Pay via Credit Card/PayPal  (note: a surcharge will apply) 

or email the office to reserve place and pay via direct 

credit.      

 

 

Institute Membership News  
 

  Defence's best kept secret 

 
The RUSIDSS NSW has launched its facebook page 

 

https://www.facebook.com/RUSIDSSNSW/   
 

Click on ‘like’ and tell your friends to do the same.   
Our facebook page will keep you informed about our events, publications, news 

and interesting defence and security matters. 
 

New Members    
 
A special welcome is extended to the following new members:  
Mr Kurt Hansen, Mrs Jennifer Adamson,   LT Jeremy Baumgarten (RAN),  
LTCOL Andrew Butler (Retd) 
 
Welcome to our new Student Members: Ms Lani Clyne and Mr Tom Eddie  
  
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/RUSIDSSNSW/
https://www.facebook.com/RUSIDSSNSW/
https://rusinsw.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8767b02a06f6fd63933dc7256&id=a28e2bb6ee&e=86da85482d
https://rusinsw.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8767b02a06f6fd63933dc7256&id=2dc82db420&e=86da85482d
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Lunchtime Lecture held Tuesday 31 July 
Speaker: Major General Kathryn Toohey, 
AM, CSC, Head Land Capability 
Subject: Challenge and Opportunity: 
Robotics and Autonomy as part of future 
land warfare. 
Images: John Hutcheson  

Recent Past Events of the Institute 
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Latest Defence News  
 
Joint Statement Australia-U.S. Ministerial Consultations (“AUSMIN”) 2018 
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo and Secretary of Defense James Mattis hosted Minister for 
Foreign Affairs Julie Bishop and Minister for Defence Marise Payne on July 23-24 for the annual 
Australia-U.S. Ministerial Consultations (“AUSMIN”) at Stanford University’s Hoover Institution in 
Palo Alto, California.   The Statement reporting on the meeting can be accessed here.   

 

Image top right:  View into the new reading room 
and RUSIDSS reception area.   
Second from top right: the Hall of Service  
 
Other images:  Progress of the Ursula Davidson 
Library is professionally packed and made ready for 
the move to the new Anzac Memorial South Wing 
location. 
   

The Ursula Davidson Library 
move to ANZAC Memorial 

https://foreignminister.gov.au/releases/Pages/2018/jb_mr_180724a.aspx
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Poseidon's First Strike 

The Royal Australian Air Force’s (RAAF) P-8A Poseidon 
aircraft has successfully fired its first Harpoon missile 
during Exercise RIMPAC 18.     The ATM-84J Harpoon 
missile was launched from the aircraft at the Pacific 
Missile Range Facility, off the coast of Hawaii.    
The report can be accessed here. 

 
 

 

 

 

Second Air Warfare Destroyer delivered 

 

In a moving ceremony on the 27 July, Navy’s second Air 
Warfare Destroyer, Brisbane, has officially been handed 
over to Defence.    Minister for Defence Industry, the Hon 
Christopher Pyne MP, attended the acceptance ceremony at 
the Osborne Naval Shipyard in Adelaide.   Minister Pyne said 
Brisbane is the second of three ships being delivered by the 
Air Warfare Destroyer Alliance which comprises the 
Department of Defence, Raytheon Australia, and ASC 
Shipbuilding supported by Navantia Australia.    
The report can be accessed here. 
 

 
 
 
Upcoming Events by other Organisations  
 
The NSW Masonic Club’s Annual Services Dinner “The Battle for Australia Dinner” will be held 
on Friday, 31 August 2018 at 1900 to 1930 hours at 169-171 Castlereagh Street, Sydney. Contact 
Rita Surio, 02 9284 1006 for booking and more details. 
 

 
The Battle for Australia Association of New South Wales advises all interested persons that the 
2018 Battle for Australia Day NSW Ceremony to commemorate the struggle to defend Australia 
against Japanese forces during World War 2 will be held at the Cenotaph in Martin Place on 
Wednesday 5 September 2018 commencing at 11.00am.   Those attending should be seated by 
10.45 am.   The Service will include an address by a senior Royal Australian Air Force Officer.   
Queries should be directed to the Battle for Australia Association of New South Wales President 
Group Captain Doug Roser RAAF (Retd) at (02) 43841196 or dougroser@bigpond.com    
 
     

Royal Australian Air Force load crew personnel from 
No. 11 Squadron position an ATM-84J Harpoon on to 
the P-8A Poseidon aircraft at Marine Corps Base 
Hawaii, during RIMPAC 2018. 
 

 

The Chief of Navy Australia VADM Mike 
Noonan, and Commanding Officer NUSHIP 
Brisbane CMDR Josh Wilson take posession of 
the ship’s new bell rope from former sailor and 

rope maker David Morse in Adelaide. 

 

https://www.airforce.gov.au/news-and-events/news/poseidons-first-strike
https://www.minister.defence.gov.au/minister/christopher-pyne/media-releases/second-air-warfare-destroyer-delivered
mailto:dougroser@bigpond.com
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Image source: http://www.battleforaustralia.asn.au/Whatis.php 

 
 
 
Battlefield Tours – Sandakan, North Borneo 
Anzac Day, Sandakan, 23 April - 2 May 2019: Institute historian and author, Lynette Silver, who 
has spent 30 years researching and writing about wartime events in Borneo, will escort a tour 
group to Sandakan for Anzac Day. The 10-day itinerary will follow the Sandakan prisoners-of-war 
death march route by vehicle and include the Dawn service at Sandakan and additional cultural 
activities and sightseeing. Price: $2995 per person, twin share, for the Borneo sector, including 
most meals and all entry fees.   
For details: https://lynettesilver.com/tours/sandakan-anzac-day/  
  
 

 
Sandakan-Ranau Death March Treks, 2019: The 12-day trekking itinerary follows the Anzac Day 
itinerary, but includes six days of walking along a 95km section of the track identified and opened 
up by Lynette in 2005. Accommodation is good standard (no camping). Price: $3,200 per person, 
twin share, for treks accompanied by Lynette (16 - 27 August). 
For details: https://sandakandeathmarch.com/tours/challenge-highlights-challenge-tour/ 
 Lynette Silver can be contacted at lynettesilver@gmail.com 
All bookings: Roz Martindale, Wahroonga Travel: roz.wahroonga@optusnet.com.au; 02 9489 
1978; 0402 081 104. 

 
  

https://lynettesilver.com/tours/sandakan-anzac-day/
https://sandakandeathmarch.com/tours/challenge-highlights-challenge-tour/
mailto:lynettesilver@gmail.com
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General Defence News 
 

On the road: New trucks for the ADF 
 

The Australian Defence Force’s 
land capabilities will be further 
enhanced with the purchase of 
1044 additional new-generation 
medium and heavy trucks, 872 
modules and 812 trailers, worth 
$1.4 billion.   Minister for 
Defence Industry, the Hon 
Christopher Pyne MP said the 
additional medium and heavy 
trucks and their associated 
modules and trailers would 
facilitate logistics support 
through the movement of assets 
and supplies in combat, 
humanitarian, natural disaster 
relief and training. "These modern trucks will be used for a broad range of military contingencies, 
from resupplying combat operations to supporting the ADF’s assistance to Australian and 
regional communities after natural disasters such as floods, fires and cyclones, " Minister Pyne 
said.   The report can be accessed here. 

 
 
Defence Exercises  

Exercise Pitch Black 18 takes off in Top End 

Top End skies will start filling with military aircraft as 
the Royal Australian Air Force’s Exercise Pitch Black 
starts in the Northern Territory on 27 July.  More 
than 4000 personnel and 140 aircraft from Canada, 
France, New Caledonia, Germany, India, Indonesia, 
Japan, Republic of Korea, Malaysia, Netherlands, 
New Zealand, Philippines, Singapore, Sweden, 
Thailand and the United States will take part in the 
exercise until 17 August.  Exercise Pitch Black is the 
Royal Australian Air Force’s biennial, capstone 
International Engagement activity with about 15 Air 
Forces participating from a range of regional and 
coalition nations.   The report can be accessed here. 

 
 
 

French Air Force Dassault Rafales taxis after landing at 
RAAF Base Darwin in the lead up to Exercise Pitch Black 
2018 

A tray towing Mediumweight Trailer in convoy on exercise 

 

https://www.minister.defence.gov.au/minister/christopher-pyne/media-releases/road-new-trucks-adf
https://www.airforce.gov.au/news-and-events/news/exercise-pitch-black-18-takes-top-end
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Defence Industry and Defence Science  
 
A  Call to Action for all Cyber Experts  
 
Defence is seeking applications from the cyber community across 
Australia to develop cyber solutions of high relevance to the 
country's national security.  Cyber is a priority theme of the Next 
Generation Technologies Fund, aimed at realising the potential 
game changing cyber capabilities afforded by research and 
development in Australia. Defence recognises the need to respond to this technology 
opportunity, and that technological advances in the cyber domain are likely to lead to the 
introduction of new capabilities in our region.   Defence is seeking to leverage the vibrant cyber 
science, technology and innovation capability across Australia to develop technology solutions of 
high relevance to the country's national security. Through partnerships with Data61, academia 
and industry, Defence aims to understand the potential of cyber technologies, create prototype 
systems, and demonstrate the practical application of systems to Defence problems.  One of the 
goals of cyber technologies research is to inform Defence of the potential benefits and practical 
limitations of cyber technologies through studies and demonstrator systems within a three to 
five-year timeframe.   DST is seeking submissions from academia, and other research agencies, 
detailing how they propose to contribute to research in number of areas.   
The details can be accessed here. 

 
 
  

https://www.dst.defence.gov.au/news/2018/07/27/call-action-all-cyber-experts
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International  
 
The Strategist is the commentary and analysis site of the Australian Strategic Policy Institute, an 
independent, non-partisan think tank based in Canberra.   The Strategist aims to provide fresh 
ideas on Australia’s critical defence and strategic policy choices as well as encourage and 
facilitate discussion and debate among the strategy community and Australian public. 
 
The views expressed on The Strategist are those of the individual authors and don’t represent 
the views of ASPI or the institutions to which the authors are attached.   The Strategist issued on 
26 July contains a post by Paul Dibb which together with comments by Peter Jennings, the 
Executive Director of the Australian Strategic Policy Institute (ASPI), argues that Australia should 
review its defence strategic plan in view of the global changes.   
 
 

New security reality demands new Australian policy - by Paul Dibb 

Australia’s international security outlook is starting 
to look very threatening. The White House is 
undermining the international order, has started a 
trade war with China and the EU, and is threatening 
the unity of NATO. At the same time, China and 
Russia are becoming increasingly assertive. 

The former director-general of the Office of National 
Assessments Allan Gyngell has stated that the 
international order we’ve known for the past 70 
years has ended.  Read more of the article here.  

 
 

Trump means we need a ‘Plan B’ for Defence - by Peter Jennings 

As Foreign Minister Julie Bishop and Defence Minister Marise Payne attended the annual Ausmin 
meeting with their US Counterparts, Secretary of State, Mike Pompeo and Secretary of Defense, 
Jim Mattis, their biggest concern must surely be the future of the alliance under the increasingly 
bizarre leadership of President Donald Trump. 

The doubts won’t be on display. As one of the few adults in Trump’s Cabinet, Mattis is a strong 
alliance supporter.  We will undoubtedly see an Ausmin declaration proclaiming a confident 
future for the alliance, one that overlooks Trump’s destructive path via Kim Jong-Un, the G7, 
NATO, Brussels and London to his unrecorded meeting with Vladimir Putin.   
Read more of the article here. 
 

 
  

Image source: ASPI The Strategist  
 https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/new-security-reality-
demands-new-australian-policy/ 

http://www.aspi.org.au/
https://www.internationalaffairs.org.au/australianoutlook/australias-response-to-changing-global-orders/
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/new-security-reality-demands-new-australian-policy/
https://www.aspi.org.au/bio/peter-jennings
https://www.aspi.org.au/opinion/trump-means-we-need-plan-b-defence
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About the Royal United Services Institute for Defence and Security 
Studies, NSW Inc 
 
Founded as the United Service Institution of New South Wales in 1888, the Royal 
United Services Institute for Defence and Security Studies, NSW today is one of 
seven self-governing constituent bodies of the Royal United Services Institute for Defence and 
Security Australia Limited. 
 
The aim of the Institute is to promote informed debate on, and to improve public awareness and 
understanding of, defence and national security. To this end, the Institute:  
 
• educates the public about Australia’s defence and national security; 
• publishes a highly-respected professional journal; 
• provides a forum for the discussion of defence and security issues by conducting regular 

lectures, seminars conferences workshops and visits to defence and security 
establishments; 

• provides professional development programs 
• operates a public library, specialising in defence and security literature dating from the 

late 18th century to the current day; and 
• conducts social and networking functions for members. 
 
The Institute’s rooms and the Ursula Davidson Library are on Level 20, Defence Plaza, 270 Pitt 
Street, Sydney – close to Town Hall and Museum railway stations.  Members and visitors are 
encouraged to use the facilities for reading or research.  However, prior to visiting, please 
contact the Office Manager to arrange access to the Office.  For additional information, visit our 
website at www.rusinsw.org.au or call the Office at (02) 9393 2325. 

 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
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RUSIDSS NSW & Copyright 
 

Unless otherwise attributed, all images in this newsletter are sourced from 
Department of Defence under their copyright rules 

http://images.defence.gov.au/fotoweb/ 
 

This work is copyright. You may download, display, print and reproduce this material in unaltered form only 
(retaining this notice and imagery metadata) for your personal, non-commercial use. 
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