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Introduction  
 

Welcome to this month’s issue of the electronic newsletter of the Royal 
United Services Institute for Defence and Security Studies NSW, the aim of 
which is to provide members, stakeholders, and other interested parties up 
to date news of our latest activities and events as well as selective 
information on defence issues.   
 
There is no charge to receive this newsletter electronically and recipients are 
not required to be a member of the Institute.  Invite your colleagues to 
receive this newsletter by going to the newsletter page on the Institute’s website 
http://www.rusinsw.org.au/Newsletter  where they can register their email contact details. 
 

Latest News  
 
Meeting with Indonesian Defence Minister 
 
The Minister for Defence, Senator the Hon Marise Payne, met with Indonesia’s Minister for 
Defence, Ryamizard Ryacudu, in Sydney on 17 March 2017 for the annual Indonesia-
Australia Defence Ministers’ meeting.   Minister Payne said Australia and Indonesia have a 
long-standing and productive bilateral defence relationship that supports our mutual 

interests in security and stability in the Indo-Pacific region. 
The Ministers discussed regional security dynamics, and the 
importance of Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) 
security frameworks to build regional trust, transparency and 
cooperation. The Ministers also reinforced their support for 
the recently signed Joint Declaration on Maritime 
Cooperation.   
 
 Minister Payne said Australia and Indonesia are co-chairs of 
the next cycle of the ASEAN Defence Ministers’ Meeting-Plus 
(ADMM+) Experts’ Working Group on peacekeeping 
operations.    “This represents a great opportunity to 
strengthen regional peacekeeping efforts and build upon 
existing bilateral peacekeeping cooperation.” 

  
During the bilateral meeting the Ministers discussed strengthening cooperation in defence 
science and technology.    “Science and technology cooperation has great potential to build 
the depth and resilience of our bilateral relationship and we agreed to greater cooperation 
and engagement,” Minister Payne said.    Defence looks forward to welcoming Indonesia’s 
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head of Defence Ministry Research and Development Agency, Dr Anne Kusmayati, to 
Australia in 2017.   
 
Minister Payne invited Minister Ryamizard to Darwin in the near future to view the United 
States Force Posture Initiatives.   “The Force Posture Initiatives provide new opportunities 
for regional defence engagement, including with Indonesia, in order to build mutual trust 
and contribute to regional peace and security.” 
 

Meeting with Fiji's Minister for Defence and National Security  
 
The Minister for Defence, Senator the Hon Marise Payne, met with Fiji's Minister for Defence 
and National Security, Ratu Inoke Kubuabola, in Brisbane on 6 March 2017. 

 
Minister Payne said the relationship between the 
Australian Army and Republic of Fiji Military Forces 
(RFMF) is focussed on peacekeeping and engineering 
capacity development.   The Australian Government 
has agreed to sell 10 refitted Bushmasters to Fiji for 
use in United Nations peacekeeping operations in 
the Golan Heights and Syria as well as for pre-
deployment training in Fiji.   The Ministers visited 

Gallipoli Barracks for a briefing on the ADF 
Bushmaster Protected Mobility Vehicle (PMV) 
capability and Defence engagement with the RFMF.   
The Ministers also visited the Thales Eagle Farm 

facility to be briefed on Fiji's PMV preparation and training of RFMF personnel.  As part of 
the sales agreement soldiers from Brisbane's 7th Combat Brigade are training RFMF troops 
on the Bushmasters. 
 
"Fiji is an important regional partner to Australia 
and a valuable contributor to global security, 
evidenced in its strong commitment to supporting 
UN peacekeeping missions worldwide," Minister 
Payne said.  "A strong defence relationship allows 
Australia and Fiji to work together to tackle a 
range of regional and global challenges such as 
regional stability, development and transnational 
crime.  "Our defence cooperation continues to 
strengthen in the areas of maritime security, 
peacekeeping, engineering, and humanitarian 
assistance and disaster relief." 
 
During their bilateral meeting the Ministers 
discussed regional security challenges, the upcoming South Pacific Defence Ministers' 
Meeting, and the Pacific Patrol Boat Replacement Program. 
 
 
 

 
 

The Minister for Defence and her Fijian counterpart 
after signing the official agreement for the sale of 
Bushmaster Protected Mobility Vehicles (PMV) to 
Fiji at Gallipoli Barracks, Brisbane. 
 

Three Bushmaster Protected Mobility Vehicles loaded 
on a No 36 Squadron C-17A Globemaster III for 
delivery to Republic of Fiji Military Forces personnel in 
Beirut, Lebanon.  
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Air Warfare Destroyer Hobart successfully completes sea acceptance trials  
 
The 6 March marked a significant milestone for Air Warfare Destroyer Hobart as the ship 
returned to port after the successful completion of sea acceptance trials.    Minister for 
Defence Industry, the Hon Christopher Pyne MP, congratulated the Air Warfare Destroyer 
Alliance partners for their combined efforts.  
 

“The success of Hobart’s sea acceptance trials 
can be attributed to the joint efforts of the 
Commonwealth, ASC Shipbuilding, Raytheon 
Australia, Navantia, and 200 plus crew on 
board,” Minister Pyne said.  “During the 21 
days at sea, Hobart’s combat system and 
platform systems were put to the test, proving 
they can perform the expected functions they 
were designed for in the maritime 
environment. “Assisting in the testing of 
Hobart’s sensors and communications 
systems, the Royal Australian Air Force Hornet 
and P-8A Poseidon aircraft conducted low 

level, fast flying operations over the Gulf of St Vincent.  “Hobart’s sea acceptance trials were 
also supported by Royal Australian Navy ships and helicopters in various simulated 
scenarios, demonstrating the capability of the ship and its ability to collaborate with other 
military assets.  “This achievement is testament to the Commonwealth’s commitment to 
delivering ships to the standard of which Navy requires,” he said. 
 

Australia’s Space Surveillance Radar reaches Full Operational Capability 
 
In a major project milestone for the Australian Defence Force and United States Air Force 
(USAF), the relocated C-Band Space Surveillance Radar System has reached Full Operational 
Capability (FOC).    Minister for Defence Senator the Hon Marise Payne said on 7 March that 
this joint initiative between the USAF and Australia will enable us to better protect our 
nation’s important space-based capabilities.  
 
“The C-Band radar operated from Harold E. Holt Naval Communication Station near 
Exmouth, Western Australia, is the first low-earth orbit space surveillance network sensor in 
the Southern Hemisphere,” Minister Payne said.    The C-Band Space Surveillance Radar 
System was previously based in Antigua where it was used by the United States for 
telemetry tracking of space launches from Cape Canaveral. 
 
“The C-Band radar system was gradually relocated to Harold E. Holt from 2014 and operates 
as a sensor node in the US global Space Surveillance Network.   “In its new location the radar 
provides both southern and eastern hemisphere coverage that will lead to improved 
positional accuracies and predictions.   “It can accurately track several hundred objects a day 
and identify space debris and satellites,” Minister Payne said. 
 
“The relocation of the radar has occurred on schedule thanks to the close cooperation 
between Defence’s Capability Acquisition and Sustainment Group and the USAF.” 
 
 

A RAAF P-8A Poseidon supports sea trials for the NUSHIP 
Hobart in the Gulf St Vincent off the coast of Adelaide. 
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Upcoming Institute Lunchtime Lectures and Events  
 

Monday 24 April 2017    Air Vice-Marshal Turnbull AM, Air Commander Australia – Subject 
Command and Control of Air power.   
 
Please note that this lecture is on a Monday due to 
ANZAC day falling on the Tuesday 26th April. 
 

The RAAF is about to enter an exciting yet 
challenging time with the introduction of new 
airframes that will provide the ADF with a potent 
and technologically advanced strike and air 
combat capability over the next decade.   
 
The new platforms, including 12 EA-18G Growler 
Electronic Attack aircraft, which will enter service 
from 2018 and 72 F-35A Lightning II Joint Strike 
fighters, which will begin to enter service from 2020.  These new platforms will provide the 
RAAF with an ability to exercise ‘Air Power’ that is probably unparalleled in its history. 
 
Air Vice-Marshal Turnbull will address us on the development of Command and Control (C2) 
of ‘Air Power’ by the RAAF, including its historical progress and where it is heading into the 
future. 
 
Air Vice-Marshal Turnbull is a pilot with more than 3600 flying hours on rotary wing and fast 
jet aircraft since completing his basic training in 1984.  Following a series of postings as a 
flying instructor and Flight Commander, he was deployed to the Middle East in 2007 as Chief 
of Staff in the Australian National HQs in Baghdad and was deployed again to the Middle 
East in 2012 as Director, US Central Command 609th Combined Operations Centre. 
 
On return to Australia, Air Vice-Marshal Turnbull was appointed Director General Air 
Command Operations (HQ Air Command) and Director General Air (HQ Joint Operations 
Command) before being appointed Air Commander Australia on 12 September 2014. 
 
We are fortunate in having Air Vice-Marshal Turnbull, who is a Vice Patron of the Institute 
and an Air Commander with such a depth of experience to speak to us on “Air Power in the 
21st Century” - a subject that is vital to the security of Australia.  
 
This is open to any interested person and will be held at Sydney Mechanics’ School of Arts, 
Level 1 280 Pitt Street, Sydney – start time: 1pm.    
 
Attendance fees are: Members $10.00; Non-members $15.00. Pre-event registration is 
unnecessary. Tea/coffee is available before the lecture at no cost.    
 
A sandwich lunch is also available from 12 noon (cost: $8.00), Sandwich orders must be provided 
no later than 10.00 am Wednesday 19 April 2017.  
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Tuesday 30 May 2017    Speaker to be advised – Subject National Security: Border 
Protection.  This is open to any interested person and will be held at Sydney Mechanics’ 
School of Arts, Level 1 280 Pitt Street, Sydney – start time: 1pm.    
 
 

Tuesday 27 June 2017    Lt Col Peter Sweeney – Subject Battle of the 
Coral Sea.  This is open to any interested person and will be held at 
Sydney Mechanics’ School of Arts, Level 1 280 Pitt Street, Sydney – 
start time: 1pm.  
 
 
 

 
 

Tuesday 25 July 2017   Professor Paul Dibb – Subject: The threat to 
Australian security from China.  This is open to any interested person and 
will be held at Sydney Mechanics’ School of Arts, Level 1 280 Pitt Street, 
Sydney – start time: 1pm.    
 
 

Friday 19 August 2017   RUSIDSS 129th Anniversary Luncheon / Dinner - to be advised 

 

Tuesday 29 August 2017   Speaker and subject to be advised.   Sydney Mechanics’ School of 
Arts, Level 1 280 Pitt Street, Sydney 
 
 

Tuesday 26 September 2017   4th International Dialogue – Parliament House Sydney – Start 
time 1pm.   Details to be advised. 
 
 

Tuesday 31 October 2017   Speaker and subject to be advised.  Sydney Mechanics’ School of 
Arts, Level 1 280 Pitt Street, Sydney 
 
 
Tuesday 28 November 2017     Sir Herman Black Lecture: The year in review – speaker to be 
advised.   Sydney Mechanics’ School of Arts, Level 1 280 Pitt Street, Sydney 
 
 

Wednesday 6 December 2017     Christmas Luncheon – details to be advised. 
 
 

Tuesday 11 December 2017   Speaker and subject to be advised.   Sydney Mechanics’ School 
of Arts, Level 1 280 Pitt Street, Sydney 
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Recent Past Events of the Institute   
  

 

Tuesday 28 March 2017    Double Header 
Presentation:  Ms Rhea Matthews, (Top 
Left) specialist in international relations 

and Asia-Pacific security, subject 
Melanesia-A Strategic Update.  

Professor Michael AM RFD ED, (Top 
Right) military historian, subject 

Preserving Australia’s Military Heritage  
 

 Images by John Hutcheson 
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Top Left: Speaker Mike Carlton 
 

Tuesday 28 February 2017    
Presentation by Mr Mike Carlton, 

Author and Broadcaster, on his new 
book "Flagship" 

 
Images by John Hutcheson 
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Upcoming Events by other Organisations  
 
12–13 May 2017 – 2 Day Conference at Gallipoli Barracks Brisbane – War in the Sand Pit - 
Perspectives and Lessons from Australia’s War in Afghanistan and Iraq 2001-2014  
 
In the wake of al-Qaeda’s attacks on the United States in September 2001 Australia 
embarked on a military-led campaign in Afghanistan and Iraq.  But few, if any, envisaged it 
would turn out to be Australia’s longest war. How did this happen? This conference, drawing 
on key participants and decision makers, explores how it came about that between 2001 and 
2014 over 50,000 members of the Australian Defence Force fought in the Middle East Area 
of Operations.  A select group of key participants and decision makers in the events of that 
period are gathering together to place into the public record different perspectives and 
responses to many questions for the benefit of history and scholarship. This nationally 
significant event is not to be missed.  
 
The conference includes a gathering of an impressive array of speakers involved first hand at 
the national, operational and tactical levels.   Speakers include Robert Hill, Ric Smith, Dan 
McDaniel, Mick Ryan, Chris Westwood, Anthony Rawlins, Peter Jones, Warren Jolly, Col 
Speedie, David Savage, Michael Crane, Mick Lehmann, Peter Daniel, Dan Marston, Garth 
Pratten, William Maley, Peter Leahy and John Blaxland.  Session chairs include Karen 
Middleton, Ben Roberts-Smith, John Cantwell, Jim Molan, Alan Ryan and Craig Stockings.  
 
This event is proudly sponsored by Military History and Heritage Victoria, the Strategic and 
Defence Studies Centre (in the Bell School, College of Asia and the Pacific at the Australian 
National University), and the Returned and Services League Queensland Branch.  
 
For more information and to register for the Conference go to mhhv.org.au 
 
July & September 2017 BHA 2017 Tours  
 

 Walking Australian Battlefields on the Western Front 
The itinerary for this tour of 10 days includes Waterloo, Fromelles, Menin Gate, 
Pozieres, Bullecourt, Passchendaele, Villers-Bretonneux, Le Hamel, Mont St Quentin, 
and Amiens 
The inclusions are: 
• economy class flights into Brussells and out of Paris 
• 3.5/4, twin share accommodation, 
• breakfast and lunch daily 
• transport each day and airport transfers 
• a local guide/driver 
The evening meal is specifically excluded to give the guests the opportunity to 
explore the culinary delights of the towns and villages in France and Belgium on their 
own.  The tour is scheduled for July 2017 and the cost, to be confirmed early next 
year, is estimated to be $A7,000. 
 

 Walking Australian Battlefields of the Malaya/Singapore Campaign of 1942 
The itinerary for this tour of 7-8 days includes Slim River, Gemas, Gemencheh Bridge, 
Muar River, Bakri, Parit Sulong/Johor Baru, Singapore Island Defences, Surrender Site 
and Changi 
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Inclusions/exclusions are similar to the tour above and the tour is scheduled for 
September 2017 and the cost, to be confirmed early next year, is estimated to be 
$A6,500. 

 
For further details:   
enquiries@battle-honours.com.au   0438 871 714    http://www.battle-honours.com.au  
 

General Defence News  
 
Upgrade to Garden Island Navy facilities 
 

A $213 million upgrade to the Navy’s Garden Island facility in Sydney which will improve 
Defence operations, enhance national security and create hundreds of jobs has been 
announced. The wharf upgrade project was referred to the Parliamentary Standing 
Committee on Public Works on 2 March with work expected to begin in mid-2017, subject to 
approval. The Cruiser Wharf and Oil Wharf will be demolished and a new wharf with 
different alignment will be constructed; an adjoining wharf will be extended to reduce the 
new wharf’s protrusion into Sydney Harbour.   The Garden Island upgrade will provide 
critical capability for Navy as part of the 2016 Defence White Paper and the project is 
expected to create about 300 direct jobs with flow-on benefits for the local economy. 
Defence is committed to engaging local and Indigenous suppliers on this project as well as 
consulting with the local community.   Building a new wharf that is equipped with 
engineering services, including electrical, water, and fuel, along with a crane, will enable 
maintenance work to be conducted well away from residential areas, reducing the noise and 
visual impacts. 
 

Air Force’s New Growlers Roar into Avalon 
 
The Minister for Defence, Senator the Hon Marise Payne, welcomed the first EA-18G 
Growler electronic attack aircraft to the Royal Australian Air Force on 1 March.    Flying into 

the Australian International Airshow at Avalon from 
Naval Air Station Whidbey Island in the United States, 
the Growlers are a potent and technologically 
advanced new capability for the Australian Defence 
Force.    Minister Payne said the Growler was a true 
force-multiplier.  “The Growler can disrupt military 
electronic systems, such as radars, to protect 
personnel and improve situational awareness,” 
Minister Payne said.  “Australia is the only country 
outside the United States flying the EA-18G Growler 
and its arrival is a significant leap forward in 
Australia’s joint electronic warfare capability and 
introduces a dedicated electronic attack option,” 
Minister Payne said.  

 
Minister Payne today also announced that Australia will partner with the United States to 
develop a next-generation radar and radio jammer for the Growler.  “This is a $250m 
investment that will future proof the Growler’s capability,” Minister Payne said.   “As this is a 
rapidly evolving area we will work in partnership with the United States Navy to develop the 

Two EA-18G Growler aircraft arrive at Avalon for 
the 2017 Australian International Airshow 
 

http://www.battle-honours.com.au/
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next generation jamming capability, which will ensure that these aircraft remain at the 
technological forefront throughout their service life.” 
 
The Chief of Air Force, Air Marshal Leo Davies, said the Growler was a vital part of Air Force’s 
evolution to a future fifth-generation Air Force.  “The EA-18G Growler will operate as part of 
our networked and integrated force, capable of sharing electronic intelligence, surveillance 
and reconnaissance data with other aircraft, as well as with the Army and Navy.   “The 
Growler is powerful and flexible. It can undertake a range of non-kinetic tasks, ranging from 
jamming, to blocking radar displays, and suppressing an adversary’s air defence system,” Air 
Marshal Davies said.  Australia has purchased 12 EA-18G Growlers, which will be delivered to 
RAAF Base Amberley in Queensland by the middle of 2017. 
 

Upgrade of ASLAV turret simulators completed 
 
On 15 March, the Minister for Defence Industry, the Hon Christopher Pyne MP, 
congratulated Thales and its subcontractor Thomas Global, following their successful 
delivery of nine upgraded Crew Procedural Trainer (CPT) turrets for the Australian Army’s 
Australian Light Armoured Vehicle (ASLAV).    The ASLAV CPT is a simulator which enables 
the crew commander and gunner to practice gunnery skills without the need to use live 
ammunition. “Contributing to the Australian economy, the upgrade contract valued at $5 
million has seen the creation of nine new jobs in Rydalmere and Regents Park, in NSW, as a 
result of industry and Defence working together,” Minister Pyne said.  “The upgrade will lead 
to lower life cycle costs and higher availability, ensuring this platform remains reliable, 
affordable and effective.  “This project is yet another example of how industry is helping 
deliver important, cost-effective capabilities to the Australian Defence Force.  Thales and 
Thomas Global in partnership with the Defence project office have brought the Australian 
Army’s fleet of 18 ASLAV CPTs to a common technology baseline. 
 
 

Young Endeavour completes circumnavigation  
 
The Royal Australian Navy operated Sail Training Ship Young Endeavour returned to Sydney 
on 10 March, having completed a ten-month circumnavigation of Australia.  Head Reserve 
and Youth Division, Rear Admiral Bruce Kafer, congratulated the Navy personnel and the 24 
young Australians who sailed her back into her homeport during an event at Fleet Base East, 
Sydney. 
“During the circumnavigation, Young Endeavour visited the top end of Australia for the first 

time since 2009,” Rear Admiral Kafer said.   
“Importantly, after Young Endeavour departed 
Sydney in May 2016, more than 500 young people 
who embarked in the ship for various voyages 
enhanced their leadership and life skills, which is the 
objective of this youth development program.   “Five 
of the 20 voyages conducted during the 
circumnavigation delivered a young indigenous 
leadership program for 120 participants.  “During 

each of the 11 to 13 day voyages, 24 young people 
learned the necessary skills to sail a square-rigged tall 
ship, including how to navigate, keep watch, cook in 
the galley, set and furl sails, take the helm and climb 

Training Ship Young Endeavour returns to Fleet 
Base East, Sydney, after completing a ten month 
circumnavigation of Australia 
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the 30 metre mast.  “Finally, each group elected a leadership team to command the 44 
metre brigantine for a 24-hour period at the end of each voyage.” 
 
The Young Endeavour Youth Scheme is an internationally recognised youth development 
program that has been developing teamwork, leadership, communication and resilience 
skills amongst young Australians for more than 29 years.   In 2017, Young Endeavour will sail 
to Brisbane, Bundaberg, Airlie Beach, Mackay and Newcastle, before returning Sydney in 
October 2017.                     
    
For more information about the scheme visit www.youngendeavour.gov.au 
  

Defence Exercises  
 
ADF Commences Operation Queensland Assist 17 

Following a formal request for assistance from the Queensland Government, the Australian 
Defence Force (ADF) commenced Operation Queensland Assist 17 on 29 March to help the 
people and communities affected by Tropical Cyclone Debbie. Acting Chief of Joint 
Operations, Major General Stuart Smith said the ADF has committed around 1,200 personnel 
and significant resources to the operation. “Operating under Joint Task Force 661 (JTF 661), 
the Defence response will see our sailors, soldiers and airmen undertaking a wide variety of 
tasks in support of Queensland Fire and Emergency Services and other disaster coordination 
authorities,” Major General Smith said. 

As well as engineering and logistics support, JTF 
661 has also drawn on specialist ADF capabilities 
from around Australian including; Royal 
Australian Air Force aircraft, as well as HMAS 
Choules, a vessel ideally suited to domestic 
disaster relief operations.   In consultation with 
relevant agencies, JTF 661 will prioritise those 
areas and activities the ADF is best positioned 
and suited to support.  “These tasks will include: 
evacuation; aeromedical transport; search and 
rescue; assisting to restore critical infrastructure; 

road and route clearance; emergency food, 
water, fuel and shelter delivery and distribution; 
as well reconnaissance, surveillance and damage 
assessments,” Major General Smith said. 
  
The ADF will review its support in consultation 

with Queensland and Australian Government agencies and will continue to scope options for 
assistance as the situation evolves. 

 
 
  

ADF vehicles and equipment from the Army's Engineer 
Support Regiment, based at Gallipolli Barracks, are 
loaded on board HMAS Choules in Brisbane, before her 
departure north to support those people and 
communities affected by Tropical Cyclone Debbie, as part 
of Operation QUEENSLAND ASSIST 17 
 

http://www.youngendeavour.gov.au/
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RAAF tests skills in high-end air warfare exercise 
 
In February the Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF) deployed to Guam and participated in 
Exercise Cope North 2017—a high end air combat and humanitarian assistance exercise.   Up 
to 12 F/A-18A Hornets from Number 3 Squadron at RAAF Williamtown were assigned to 
Exercise Cope North and operated alongside aircraft from the United States and Japan.    The 
exercise aims to develop and improve combat readiness, humanitarian assistance 
procedures and increase the interoperability between the three forces of the United States, 
Australia and Japan. 
  
Group Captain Tim Alsop, the Australian 
Commander for the exercise, said there are 
great opportunities to gain from Cope North.   
“This is the sixth time Australia has participated 
in the exercise. Every year we gain more 
appreciation of how our equipment, aircraft and 
personnel operate together in this 
environment,” he said.  “Cope North gives us 
the opportunity to validate how effective our 
training is in a complex and demanding air 
combat scenario.” 
  
Number 2 Squadron E-7A Wedgetail Airborne 
Early Warning aircraft also deployed for the 
exercise and provided a command and control capability.  A C-130J Hercules participated in 
Exercise Cope North as part of the humanitarian assistance scenario and provided an air 
drop capability and combat search and rescue element.   In addition, a combat support 
element and aeromedical evacuation team deployed to enhance interoperability between 
Australian, United States and Japanese forces. 
   
This is the fifth time the RAAF has participated in Cope North Guam, a bi-annual exercise 
that started 1978. This year’s exercise finished on the 3rd March 2017.  Cope North was held 
at Andersen Air Force base in Guam and hosted by the United States Pacific Air Force. 
 
 

Defence Industry 
 

Joint Strike Fighter program creating Australian jobs 
 
On the 4 March, Prime Minister, the Hon. Malcolm Turnbull MP, the Minister for Defence, 
Senator the Hon. Marise Payne and the Minister for Defence Industry, the Hon. Christopher 
Pyne MP, welcomed the arrival of Australia’s first two Joint Strike Fighters to the Avalon 
Airshow as a key addition to Australia’s strategic capability and a critical component of our 
$195 billion defence investment.   Australia is purchasing and will maintain 72 aircraft as part 
of the global Joint Strike Fighter program which will give the Royal Australian Air Force 
(RAAF) unprecedented capability in the air to combat future threats to our nation.   The F-
35's cutting edge stealth technology, sensors and the ability to share information across 
advanced networks will significantly strengthen the RAAF’s combat ability.   Acquiring F-35 
aircraft will also reinforce the ability of our Air Force to operate seamlessly with the United 
States and our Coalition partners to support our shared strategic interests. 

Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF) Aero-medical 
Evacuation specialists along with a member of the 
Japanese Air Self Defence Force prepare patients for 
Aero-medical evacuation on the RAAF C-130J Hercules out 
of Tinian Airfield during exercise Cope North 17. 
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The Turnbull Government also welcomes 
the PriceWaterhouseCoopers report 
detailing the significant positive impacts to 
the Australian economy generated by the F-
35 Program. The report provides further 
proof that the Turnbull Government’s 
determination to grow a local defence 
industry will create thousands of jobs and 
drive economic growth.   The report found 
that by 2038, the Australian economy will 
be boosted by $1.2 billion (real GDP) as a 
result of spin-off benefits from the program 

and an additional 6,300 jobs will be supported across the Australian economy.  These 
forecasts do not take into account the recent decision by the United States to nominate 
Australia as the regional maintenance and sustainment hub for Asia Pacific for the Joint 
Strike Fighter program, which will create hundreds of further jobs across the economy.   The 
Government appreciates the cooperation of the United States Air Force Training Command 
and Lockheed Martin in ensuring our first two F-35A aircraft and their Australian air crew are 
at the 2017 Avalon Airshow to demonstrate this new lethal air force capability to the 
Australian public. 

 
$730 Million fund for game-changing defence technologies  
 
On 17 March the Minister for Defence Industry, the Hon Christopher Pyne MP, launched the 
$730 million Next Generation Technologies Fund, a new investment in Australian defence 
capability and innovation.  “As our enemies devise new ways to attack, our Defence Force 
must have advanced ways to respond and overcome new threats.”   The Australian 
Government's $730 million Next Generation Technologies Fund is designed to provide the 
creative solutions Defence needs and at the same time benefiting Australian industry.  “This 
is a ten year strategic research and development program that will deliver game-changing 
capabilities for the Australian Defence Force (ADF) of the future,” Minister Pyne 
said.  “This fund will draw on the collective scientific expertise of our nation across both 
industry and university sectors, to give the ADF a winning edge with advanced technologies.” 
Minister Pyne said to kick off the program the Government would invest $16.8 million by 
June 2017.   
 

“The first program as part of the fund will be 
Grand Challenges, where Defence puts forward 
a problem with no easy solutions and asks 
Australians to come up with an answer.  “These 
challenges will require joint, multi-disciplinary 
research across organisations to resolve.   “The 
first such challenge, which will soon be open to 
proposals, is to Counter Improvised Threats, which 
are constantly evolving and confronting our 
troops,” he said.   Improvised Threats are threats 
devised and deployed in ways other than in 
conventional military action. These aren't 
just explosive devices; they can come in many 

Two F-35A Lightning IIs taxi in after arriving in Avalon for the 
Australian International Airshow. 
 

The Hon Christopher Pyne MP, Minister for Defence 
Industry announces the launch of The Next Generation 
Technologies Fund at the Jeffrey Smart Building of the 
University of South Australia. 
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different forms such as chemical and biological hazards.   
 
Minister Pyne said the Next Generation Technologies Fund would also establish Defence 
Cooperative Research Centres, university research networks, a Defence research accelerator 
scheme, an innovation research initiative for small business, and expanded technology 
foresighting activities.   “These are only a few of several new initiatives to be developed,” he 
said.  “There are a range of opportunities for universities and companies to contribute 
innovative technology solutions to defeat future threats, many of which are not even on the 
radar today.  “The Government is determined to make the most of the investment in the 
Next Generation Technologies Fund and ensure that industry and academia are actively 
engaged in developing unbeatable capabilities for Australia’s future defence force,” Minister 
Pyne said. 
 
Defence’s Science and Technology Group will lead the forward-looking research program 
focused on nine transformational technology areas, highlighted in the 2016 Defence White 
Paper.  The nine technology areas included in the research fund are cyber security; space 
capabilities; quantum technologies; trusted autonomous systems; enhanced human 
performance; medical countermeasures; multi-disciplinary material sciences; integrated 
intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance and advanced sensors, hypersonics and 
directed energy capabilities.  
 
The Next Generation Technologies Fund complements the Defence Innovation Hub launched 
last year, as the core of the new Defence Innovation System outlined in the Defence Industry 
Policy Statement. These two signature innovation research and development programs, 
together with the Centre for Defence Industry Capability, deliver on the Government’s $1.6 
billion commitment to grow Australia's defence industry and innovation sector. 
 
Fact sheets for each measure of the Fund can be found here:  
https://www.dst.defence.gov.au/publication/next-generation-technologies-fund-fact-sheet  

 
 
 

International  
 
From the many commentaries which are received the following 2 may be of interest. 

 
Japan’s Largest Warship Heading to South China Sea, Will Train with U.S., 
Indian Navies 

 
In the USNI News Weekly Update for 03/15/2017 Sam LaGrone provided the following 
report.  
 
“ One of Japan’s largest warship is set to conduct three months of operations in the South 
China Sea, according to a Monday report in Reuters.  The 24,000-ton JS Izumo (DDH-183) will 
depart in May from its homeport in Yokosuka, Japan for a series of port visits and exercises 
running into August.  The ship, “will make stops in Singapore, Indonesia, the Philippines and 
Sri Lanka before joining the Malabar joint naval exercise with Indian and U.S. naval vessels in 
the Indian Ocean in July,” reported the wire.  “The aim is to test the capability of the Izumo 

https://www.dst.defence.gov.au/publication/next-generation-technologies-fund-fact-sheet
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-japan-navy-southchinasea-exclusive-idUSKBN16K0UP
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by sending it out on an extended mission,” a source told Reuters.  “It will train with the U.S. 
Navy in the South China Sea.”   A U.S. defense official told USNI News on Monday that there 
were training events with the Japanese Maritime Self Defense Forces planned for the period 
but did not outline specifics. 
 
Izumo is one of two helicopter carriers the Japanese have built for the stated claim of anti-
submarine warfare and humanitarian aid and disaster relief operations. The ship entered 
into service in 2015 and its sister ship Kaga is set to commission this year.  Both ships field 
seven Mitsubishi-built SH-60k ASW helicopters and seven AgustaWestland MCM-101 mine 
countermeasure (MCM) helicopters, according to U.S. Naval Institute’s Combat Fleets of the 
World. Both ships can also accommodate U.S. Marine Corps MV-22 Osprey tilt-rotor aircraft. 

Japanese officials have said the threat of an expanded Chinese submarine fleet was a key 
driver of Japan developing the ship class.” 

The full report can be accessed here .  
 

 
China Seeking Dominance Over Rivals in Information, Cyber Operations 
 
In the USNI News Weekly Update for 03/22/2017 John Grady provided the following report.  

 
“Before horses and troops move,” China wants to have information dominance over its 
rivals, the author of a new book on Beijing’s approach to cyber and integrated network and 
electronic warfare said Monday.   To China, cyber “is a distinct subset of information 
operations” as they pursue the broader goal of information deterrence and dominance, 
Dean Cheng, the author of “Cyber Dragon” said at the Heritage Foundation.   The basic 
strategy is to enhance China’s power not only militarily but also economically. 
 
Phillip Saunders, a China expert at the National Defense University, said Beijing “comes at 
[cyber and information operations] different than other countries.” It “controls all 
information inside China” by blocking Western news sources, establishing its own versions of 
eBay and social media. It also increasingly is trying to control information outside its borders.  
China’s leaders see information as a tool “to remain in power” in the homeland and act as a 
world power far from its borders, Catherine Lotrionte, director of the cyber project at 
Georgetown University, said. Censorship makes sense in this regard because the leadership 
is focused on preserving and extending Chinese sovereignty as it pushes its territorial claims 
in the South China Sea. 
 
Unlike the United States, Chinese leaders “don’t really respect the boundary between 
peacetime and wartime … in a way that’s challenging to us,” Saunders added. That blurring 
includes twisting definitions of law. Lotrionte said, “the United States does not operate with 
these blurred lines” between peace and war and civil and military authority. 
 
The full report can be accessed here.   

 
  

https://news.usni.org/2015/08/27/japan-launches-second-helicopter-carrier
http://www.usni.org/store/books/naval-institute-guide-combat-fleets-world-16th-edition
http://www.usni.org/store/books/naval-institute-guide-combat-fleets-world-16th-edition
https://news.usni.org/2017/03/13/report-japans-largest-warship-heading-south-china-sea?utm_source=USNI+News&utm_campaign=ea4b92d9bd-USNI_NEWS_WEEKLY&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_0dd4a1450b-ea4b92d9bd-230392589&mc_cid=ea4b92d9bd&mc_eid=f2a93546e5
https://www.amazon.com/Cyber-Dragon-Information-Operations-International-ebook/dp/B01M687LCE
https://www.amazon.com/Cyber-Dragon-Information-Operations-International-ebook/dp/B01M687LCE
https://news.usni.org/2017/03/20/panel-china-seeking-dominance-rivals-information-cyber-operations?utm_source=USNI+News&utm_campaign=fcc06e5f92-USNI_NEWS_WEEKLY&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_0dd4a1450b-fcc06e5f92-230392589&mc_cid=fcc06e5f92&mc_eid=f2a93546e5
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About the Royal United Services Institute for Defence and Security 
Studies NSW 
 

Founded as the United Service Institution of New South Wales in 1888, the 
Royal United Services Institute for Defence and Security Studies NSW today is 
one of seven self-governing constituent bodies of the Royal United Services 
Institute of Defence and Security Australia Limited. 
 

The aim of the Institute is to promote informed debate on, and to improve public awareness 
and understanding of, defence and national security. To this end, the Institute:  
 

• educates the public about Australia’s defence and national security; 
• publishes a highly-respected professional journal; 
• provides a forum for the discussion of defence and security issue by conducting 

regular lectures, seminars conferences workshops and visits to defence and security 
establishments; 

• provides a professional development programs 
• operates a public library, specialising in defence and security literature dating from 

the late 18th century to the current day; and 
• conducts social and networking functions for members. 
 

The Institute’s rooms and the Ursula Davidson Library are on Level 20, Defence Plaza, 270 
Pitt Street, Sydney – close to Town Hall and Museum railway stations.  Members and visitors 
are encouraged to use the facilities for reading or research.  However, prior to visiting, 
please contact the Office Manager to arrange access to the Office.  For additional 
information, visit our website at www.rusinsw.org.au or call the Office at (02) 9393 2325. 

 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
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Additional note from Past President Group Captain Doug J Roser (Ret'd) 
 

“Theo and I started this monthly newsletter in July 2014, nearly 3 years ago.   To prepare it, I 
provided the content relating to Defence and between us we endeavoured to keep readers 
up to date on the Institute’s activities but this fell mainly to Theo.  In addition, Theo worked 
on the presentation and format of the newsletter.    Much of the success of the newsletter is 
therefore due to Theo’s contribution.  She has always been most enthusiastic about the 
project and has made a constant and multi-facetted contribution to its content and 
production.   As always she has been a delight to work with – her contribution and 
companionship will be very difficult to replace” 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
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