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Introduction  
 

Welcome to this month’s issue of the electronic newsletter of the Royal United 
Services Institute of NSW (RUSI NSW), the aim of which is to provide members, 
stakeholders, and other interested parties up to date news of our latest activities 
and events as well as selective information on defence issues.   
 
There is no charge to receive this newsletter electronically and recipients are not 
required to be a member of the RUSI of NSW.  Invite your colleagues to receive 
this newsletter by going to the newsletter page on the RUSI NSW website 
http://www.rusinsw.org.au/Newsletter  where they can register their email contact details. 
 

Latest News  

Australian and Japanese Foreign Affairs and Defence Ministers Meeting                  
22 November 2015  

At a joint press conference on 
22 November the Australian 
Foreign Minister Bishop and 
Minister for Defence Payne 
welcomed the Japanese 
Ministers of Foreign Affairs, 
Kishida and Defence, Nakatani 
to Sydney for the sixth 2-+-2 
Foreign and Defence Ministers 
Meeting. Fumio.  Minister 
Bishop commented on the 
special strategic partnership 
with Japan as we cooperate 
across the broadest possible 
spectrum of economic, 
defence and strategic ties. The 
meeting took place in the 

wake of the brutal terrorist attacks by Islamic extremists in Paris. and Minster Bishop said that 
Australia and Japan stand united in our condemnation of these terrorist attacks and united in our 
determination to defeat terrorism and Islamic extremism, wherever it may occur. She also said 
that the meeting noted Australia’s significant contribution to military operations in Syria and Iraq 
and that Japan and Australia both support the Vienna Process, to seek to find a political solution 
to the conflict in Syria so that there can be a single united front against ISIL, Daesh, and other 
terrorist organisations.  Minister Payne commented that the meetings were very productive and 

Locked Bag 18,  
Darlinghurst NSW 2010 
Level 20, 270 Pit Street  

SYDNEY NSW 2000 
www.rusinsw.org.au       

office@rusinsw.org.au  
Telephone: (02) 9393 2325    

Fax: (02) 9393 3543 

Major General J. S. 
Richardson CB, Founder 
of RUSI NSW  

Members of the media are briefed on the outcomes of 2+2 discussions between The 
Honourable Julie Bishop, Minister for Foreign Affairs and Senator the Honourable 
Marise Payne with Minister for Foreign Affairs of Japan, Mr Fumio Kishida and the 
Minister for Defence, Mr Gen Nakatani in Sydney. 

http://www.rusinsw.org.au/Newsletter


2 

 

Page | 2                 Official Newsletter of the Royal United Services Institute New South Wales               ABN 80 724 654 162 
                www.rusinsw.org.au    office@rusinsw.org.au     Telephone: (02) 9393 2325               Fax: (02) 9393 3543 

 

provided the opportunity to discuss some of the key defence issues in our region.   The Minister 
also acknowledged the participation of Japan in the competitive evaluation process for our 
future submarines.  A full transcript of the press conference can be accessed here.   
 

Australian and Indonesian Foreign Affairs and Defence Ministers Meeting                  
21 December 2015  

At a joint press conference 
on 21 December,  the 
Australian Foreign Minister 
Bishop and Minister for 
Defence Payne summarised 
the 2-+-2 Foreign and 
Defence Ministers Meeting 
with Indonesia.   Minister 
Bishop said that it had been 
a very warm and 
constructive meeting and 
that Australia and Indonesia 
are close neighbours, are 

natural partners, and share 
common interests across a 
broad and diverse range of 
areas. She also said that the 

focus of the discussions was enhancing our economic ties and the trade and investment potential 
between our two countries.   The meeting also focused on national security including counter-
terrorism, de-radicalisation, and intelligence sharing. Minister Bishop said “We also spoke about 
the growing people-to-people links through tourism, through academia, but particularly through 
student exchange. There are at least 17,000- possibly close to 18,000 Indonesian students 
currently enrolled in Australian educational institutions under the Government’s signature New 
Colombo Plan where we send Australian students to study in our region. In its first three years 
Indonesia has proven to be the most favoured destination of Australian students and by the end 
of next year some 2,000 young Australians will have lived and studied and undertaken 
internships and practicums in Indonesia, making it the most popular destination for our New 
Colombo Plan students.  So all in all it was a very positive meeting.”  Minister Payne said “As  
close neighbours Australia and Indonesia will always be of significant strategic importance to 
each other. For us maintaining a secure and stable region is an absolute strategic priority. This is 
a defence relationship which has been built over many decades. It has been an effective way for 
to us learn from each other, to work co-operatively and most importantly to also build our 
people-to-people links.   Today ladies and gentlemen, we reviewed our defence co-operation. 
We reviewed it in the area of counter-terrorism, of maritime security, of humanitarian assistance 
and disaster relief and in capability development. That goes to illustrate the depth and breadth 
of our relationship.”   A full transcript of the conference can be accessed here.   
 

Foreign Minister Julie Bishop and Defence Minister Senator Marise Payne, along with 
their Indonesian counterparts Foreign Minister Retno Marsudi and Defence Minister 
Ryamizard Ryacudu, address members of the media following the 2+2 Foreign and 
Defence Ministers Meeting in Sydney. 

http://www.minister.defence.gov.au/2015/11/22/minister-for-defence-transcript-joint-press-conference-by-australian-foreign-minister-bishop-and-australian-minister-for-defence-payne-australia-japan-22-consultations/
http://foreignminister.gov.au/transcripts/Pages/2015/jb_tr_151221.aspx?w=tb1CaGpkPX%2FlS0K%2Bg9ZKEg%3D%3D
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Comment by Minister for Defence on Australia’s 
contribution to the fight against Daesh 
 
On 13 January 2016 the Minister for Defence announced that the 
US has asked 40 or so other countries, including European 
countries, to consider expanded contributions to the coalition, 
following the attacks in Paris.   She went on to say:  
 
“Australia has considered the request from US Secretary of 
Defense Ash Carter in light of the substantial contributions we are 
already making to train Iraqi security forces and to the air 
campaign.  The Government has advised Secretary Carter that our 
existing contributions will continue. Australia is also well placed to 
make a very important contribution to command roles, and we will also increase the number of 
ADF personnel in coalition headquarters from 20 to 30.  
 
Our aircraft in the Middle East are available to provide additional airlift support to benefit 
coalition humanitarian efforts. The Australian Government is also considering providing further 
humanitarian support for Syria and Iraq in the coming months. The Australian Government 
continues to keep our contribution under ongoing review in consultation with our coalition 
partners.” 

 
Update on Australian Defence Force operations  
 

At a press conference on 18 
December the Chief of Joint 
Operations VADM David Johnston 
and CO Task Group Taji COL 
Matthew Galton provided an 
update on the Australian Defence 
Force operations.   COL Galton has 
recently returned as the 
commanding officer of the first 
task group deployment to Taji as 
part of our Building Partner 
Capacity mission.   The update 
started with a reminder of some of 
the key events that have occurred 
since the previous update - the 
downing of the Russian airliner in 

the Sinai, the downing of the Russian fighter jet by the Turkish Air Force, the attacks in Paris and 
the dreadful tragedy associated with that, and a number of national decisions by governments 
about changes to their contribution across the Middle East and South Asian region, including 
Afghanistan. All events which have had and will have an ongoing influence on the way the ADF 
conducts operations.  The update included comments on the contribution of Australian forces in 
the following operations: 

Chief of Joint Operations, Vice Admiral David Johnston [left] and the recently 
returned Commanding Officer Task Group Taji 1, Colonel Matthew Galton, 
provides an update on Australian operations in the Middle East Region at 
Russell Offices, Canberra. 
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Australia is a key contributor in the fight against 
Daesh throughout 2015. We are the second-largest 
contributor to the military effort on the ground in 
Iraq, and one of the major contributors to the air 
campaign.  In addition to supporting their 
operational planning, our advise-assist efforts 
included the enabling of over 917 strike missions. 
The majority of these missions have occurred in the 

vicinity of Ramadi, resulting in significant numbers 
of Daesh fighters killed, the destruction of more 
than 420 defensive fighting positions and 85 Daesh 
vehicles destroyed, many of them vehicle-born IEDs.   

On the Building Partner Capacity mission, Task Group Taji has now trained and has in training 
several contingents of the Iraqi army. Our training 
has upskilled over 3,000 personnel. This includes 
Iraqi army brigades, junior NCO academy, and 
specialised units, many of whom are now involved 
in operations around Ramadi and elsewhere in 
Iraq. The feedback from the Iraqi Ministry of 
Defence and senior Iraqi military commanders 
regarding the building partner capacity mission has 
been extremely positive. Iraqi commanders have 
observed a commensurate improvement in the 

competence of their forces who have received this 
training.    

 

In regard to Australian air operations, since the commencement of strike missions in September 
2014, the Air Task Group has completed a total of just 
over 1000 air strike missions over Iraq and Syria. More 
than 600 munitions were released during these missions. 
The KC-30 air refuelling aircraft continues to provide a 
highly-respected coalition-wide contribution, having 
conducted 467 missions transferring more than 37 
million pounds of fuel, both to Australian and coalition 
aircraft during this year. The E-7 Wedgetail, the early 

warning and control aircraft, remains a prized asset. It’s 
conducted 163 command and control missions, including 
35 over Syria. To enable the ongoing sustainment of Australian Defence Force and coalition 
operations right across the Middle East region; since September of last year the C-17 
Globemaster’s performed 94 missions, and the C-130 Hercules 445 missions, moving people and 
over 8 million pounds of cargo in and out of theatre.  

Australia’s Air Task Group (ATG) as part of Operation 
OKRA comprises six RAAF F/A-18A Hornets, an E-7A 
Wedgetail Airborne Early Warning and Control aircraft 
and a KC-30A Multi-Role Tanker Transport aircraft 

Task Group Taji Commander Colonel Gavin Keating talks 
with Iraqi Army soldiers from the 71st Brigade at the 
conclusion of their Graduation Parade at the Taji Military 
Complex, Iraq, on 29 December 2015 

Royal Australian Air Force KC-30A Multi-Role 
Tanker Transport 
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HMAS Melbourne Narcotics seizure 

In Afghanistan, our presence is currently around 250 personnel, mainly located in Kabul following 
the return of our Kandahar-based training and advise team in September. Our remaining people 
continue to support Afghan security forces through advisory and mentoring roles, including at 
the Afghan National Army Officer Academy.     

At sea during 2015, HMAS Success, Newcastle, and Melbourne deployed on 
Operation Manitou in the Middle East Region, providing maritime security 
to counter terrorism acts and related illegal activity across the region. 
During their collective deployments, the three ships have seized over 2 
tonnes of narcotics. This has been a very significant contribution by the 861 
men and women who have deployed to the region during that period. 
Australia’s maritime commitment continues to be an important 
contribution to the fight against terrorism.   

Beyond Iraq and Syria our humanitarian aid and disaster relief operations continued in 2015. The 
ADF in 2015 provided major disaster relief support for 
Vanuatu following Tropical Cyclone Pam, a Category 5 
cyclone that caused significant damage across the 
island nation on 13 March this year. The ADF 
performed a major part in the immediate relief effort 
by repairing key infrastructure, restoring basic services, 
and delivering humanitarian assistance and disaster 
relief stores. In Nepal following the devastating 

earthquake on 8 and 25, the Defence Force delivered 
over 13 tonnes of Australian aid to Nepal, and 
evacuated 106 Australians and other foreign nationals 

to Thailand. We used two of the RAAF C-17 Globemaster aircraft to fly stores into Kathmandu 
International Airport, and bring the evacuees out to Bangkok.  

In our nearer regions throughout 2015, the ADF has conducted 
routine regular navy, army, and air force engagement with our 
regional neighbours.  We of course have a long history of engagement 
throughout Asia, including a broad range of bilateral and multilateral 
activities. 

In addition to regional security, the ADF has continued our 
contribution to the whole of government efforts to protect Australia’s 
border and off-shore maritime interests. The ADF contribution, known 
as Operation Resolute, at any one time can involve up to 800 people 
at sea, in the air, and on the land.  

In addition to what has been a busy period of operational 
commitments,  the Defence Force maintains a busy training program 
to further develop our capabilities. The largest of these exercises, 
Talisman Sabre, involved over 30,000 US and Australian military personnel. The primary aim of 
Talisman Sabre was to improve training and co-operability between Australia and US armed 
forces. This year the exercise also included New Zealand and Japanese defence force 
involvement.             The full transcript of the press conference can be accessed here     

Air Load Team carry out final checks on loaded cargo 
that is bound for Vanuatu to assist in the ongoing 
relief efforts following Tropical Cyclone Pam. 

Boatswain's Mate, Able Seaman 
Hodrick Mudu (right) prepares the 
boat rope to retrieve a Rigid Hull 
Inflatable Boat (RHIB) onboard 
Australian Defence Vessel (ADV) 
Cape Byron during Operation 
RESOLUTE. 

http://news.defence.gov.au/2015/12/18/transcript-press-conference-with-chief-of-joint-operations-vadm-david-johnston-and-co-task-group-taji-col-matthew-galton-update-on-australian-defence-force-operations-18-december-2015/
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Iraqi training handed over to next 
rotation 
 
Task Group Taji Rotation 1 (TG Taji-1) formally 
handed over responsibility for training Iraqi 
Security Forces at the Taji Military Complex 
(TMC) in Iraq to Australian and New Zealand 
personnel of Rotation 2 on Thursday 3 
December 2015.  The Transfer of Authority 
was recognised with a small parade during 
which outgoing Commander, Colonel Matt 
Galton handed over mission responsibilities to 
incoming TG Taji-2 Commander, Colonel Gavin 
Keating. COL Galton praised the work of his 
soldiers during the past seven months and wished Rotation 2 well.  “We have trained over 3600 
Iraqi soldiers which is a significant contribution to help the Iraqi Security Forces build their 
capacity to defeat Daesh,” he said. 
   
TG Taji is a combined force of Australian and New Zealand Defence Force (NZDF) personnel 
consisting primarily of soldiers from the Australian Army’s 7th Brigade which is based at Gallipoli 
Barracks in Brisbane.  The Task Group comprises some 300 Australian Defence Force and 105 
NZDF personnel.  Iraqi Security Forces will continue to be trained at the TMC as part of the 
broader international Building Partner Capacity (BPC) mission.   Training ranges from 
marksmanship and building clearance techniques to obstacle breaching for squad through to 
company-level operations.   The BPC mission is one component of the Coalition’s contribution to 
Operation Inherent Resolve which consists of more than 60 nations united in an effort to 
degrade and ultimately defeat Daesh.  TG Taji’s BPC contribution is part of Australia’s broader 
Defence contribution to Iraq and Syria known as Operation Okra and includes a Special 
Operations Task Group and an Air Task Group 

Reaction of Royal Aeronautical Society to the UK Governments Strategic Defence 
and Security Review (SDSR) 2015  

In a press release on 23 November the Royal Aeronautical Society 
provided the following comment by Iain McNicoll, Chair of the Royal 
Aeronautical Society (RAeS) Air Power Group on the recently released 
UK Government’s Strategic Defence and Security Review (SDSR): 
“The Prime Minister’s unveiling of a more strategic, threat-based 
approach to determining military capability, which can more easily and 
successfully counter shifting situations and more diverse threats, is 
welcome.  
Ministers have clearly learned a valuable lesson from the resource-

driven approach to the 2010 SDSR.  The approach set out by the 
Government five years ago rapidly became obsolete with the 
emergence of unforeseen threats from so-called Islamic State and a 
resurgent Russia.  The UK faces a very different threat landscape today, 
with growing instability.  

Commander Task Group Taji Rotation 2 Colonel Gavin Keating 
[left] thanks Commander Task Group Taji Rotation 1 Colonel 
Matt Galton after accepting command of Task Group Taji during 
the Transfer of Authority parade at Taji Military Complex, Iraq. 

Image source:  
http://aerosociety.com/News/I
nsight-Blog/3865/SDSR-2015-
more-questions-than-
answers#gallery[m]/1/ 
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We must avoid becoming prisoners of the present.  Only the development of a more flexible, 
agile and technologically-advanced military, that can be readily and rapidly deployed in times of 
crisis, will ensure the UK maintains vital national security and influence on international issues 
whatever the geo-political situation.”       The full comment can be accessed here  
 

Institute News 

Executive and Council Meetings.  Executive and Council Meetings were held on 
Monday 14th December 2015. 

 
New Members    A special welcome is extended to the following new members:  Mr Roger John 
Casey, Ms Jennifer Anne Fairs, Mr Phillip Barry Taig, Mr Richard Montago Stobo. 

 
Deceased Members   It is with a deep sense of sadness that the passing of the following 
members is recorded:  Mr John Blair Allen, Capt. William John Lovell, Squadron Leader Harold 
Denis Connell RFD (Retd), Paul Leslie Maile, Leslie Hilton Perrett, Lt Darvill Alexander Malcolm, 
Lt Col Owen Lloyd Edwards, MAJ Raymond Aubrey Franklin, CAPT Frank Norman O'Brien.  

 
 
Upcoming RUSI NSW Events  
 
Wednesday 27th January 2016  Neil James  Australian Defence Association & RUSIA  -  Subject: 

"The formulation of Australian Defence policy"  This is open to any interested 
person.  To be held at Sydney Mechanics’ School of Arts, Level 1 280 Pitt 
Street, Sydney. 
Attendance fees are: Members $10.00; Non-members $15.00. Pre-event 
registration is unnecessary.  Tea/coffee is available before the lecture at no 
cost.   A sandwich lunch is also available from 12 noon  (cost: $8.00), but it 
must be ordered through the office (9393 2325) by 2 pm on the day before 
the lecture. 

 
 
Tuesday 23 February 2016    Tom Switzer Research Associate, United States Studies Centre 
University of Sydney and Editor of American Review -  Subject: To be 
confirmed.  
 To be held at Sydney Mechanics’ School of Arts, Level 1 280 Pitt Street, 
Sydney.   
This is open to any interested person. Attendance fees are: Members $10.00; 
Non-members $15.00. Pre-event registration is unnecessary. Tea/coffee is 
available before the lecture at no cost.   A sandwich lunch is also available 
from 12 noon  (cost: $8.00), but it must be ordered through the office (9393 
2325) by 2 pm on the day before the lecture. 
 
 
 
 

Image source: http://ussc.edu.au/people/tom-switzer 

http://aerosociety.com/News/Insight-Blog/3865/SDSR-2015-more-questions-than-answers
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Image source :https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/User:Mlhooten 

Tuesday 29th March 2016   Admiral Chris Barrie AC RAN (Ret’d) Climate Institute -  
Subject: "Climate change and its implications for the Australian Defence 
Force."   
This is open to any interested person. To be held at Sydney Mechanics’ 
School of Arts, Level 1 280 Pitt Street, Sydney.  Attendance fees are: 
Members $10.00; Non-members $15.00. Pre-event registration is 
unnecessary. Tea/coffee is available before the lecture at no cost.   A 
sandwich lunch is also available from 12 noon  (cost: $8.00), but it must 
be ordered through the office (9393 2325) by 2 pm on the day before the 
lecture. 

 
 
Tuesday 26 April 2016     Lunchtime lecture at 1.00pm at the Sydney Mechanics School of Arts 
Theatre, Level 1, 280 Pitt Street – Speaker details to be advised as the scheduled speaker will 
now be overseas.  
 

Tuesday 31 May 2016    The 2016 Seminar on Military Strategy will examine  
"The Strategic Significance of Cyber and Space"   
at Parliament House, Macquarie Street, Sydney - 1300 – 1800 hours. 

 

The 2016 Defence White Paper is expected to give increased 
emphasis to Cyber and Space, which have joined Sea, Land, and Air as 
major domains of warfare in the 21st century.  In this seminar, we 
seek to promote informed understanding in the broader community 
of the nature and strategic significance of Cyber and Space; and 
contribute to the continuing professional education of defence and 
national security professionals. 
 
An expert panel led by Mr Stephen Meekin, AM, Deputy Secretary (Intelligence & Security) 
Department of Defence will explain the significance of these two domains via a series of 
presentations on different aspects of the topic and then will debate key issues  to emerge during 
the presentations.   
The expert panel will consist of Mr Stephen Meekin AM, Mr Clive Lines,  Air Commodore 
Stephen Osborne CSC, Professor Jill Slay AM, Brigadier Marcus Thompson AM, and Air Vice-
Marshal Andrew Dowse AM.  His Excellency, General The Honourable David Hurley, AC, DSC 
(Ret’d), Governor of New South Wales and Patron of the Royal United Services Institute of New 
South Wales has been invited to open the seminar. 
Registration will open on 1 Feb 16.  For inquiries, contact Mrs Theodora Fox on 02 9393 2325. 
 
 

Recent Past Events of the Institute   
 
Additional lecture: Friday 18th December 2015  Brigadier Phillip Bridie 
AM, army reservist who spent 12 months in Afghanistan as Deputy 
Commander for USA and NATO's headquarters in Kabul. Subject: 
"Command on Allied forces in Afghanistan"  See following page  
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RUSI NSW December Luncheon 
Lecturer  "Command on Allied forces 
in Afghanistan".  [Clockwise from top 
left]    
BRIG Phillip Bridie AM;    
CMDR. John Ellis RANR [RUSI 
Member], Mr Jim Braid [RUSI 
Councillor], LTCOL Ken Broadhead 
RFD [RUSI Councillor] and Timothy 
Wainwright attending the lecture;    
BRIG Bridie presenting his lecture;   
The audience;   
Jim Dummett, BRIG Bridie, John 
Morley and Alfio Grasso after the 
lecture; 
Dominique Spoelder  and Lieutenant 
Colonel Ken Broadhead RFD [both 
RUSI Councillors];    
RUSI members, John Morley and 
Alfio Grasso;    
BRIG Bridie discussing issues after his 
lecture.    Image Source: J Hutcheson 
and Theodora Fox 
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Image source: 
http://www.minister.defen
ce.gov.au/marise-payne/ 

General Defence News  
 
Australian Defence Force support to Iraqi 
Forces in Ramadi  The Chief of Joint 
Operations, Vice Admiral David Johnston, 
has congratulated the Iraqi Forces on 
retaking key territory in Ramadi and 
highlighted the Australian Defence Force’s 
contribution to the operation. After months 
of fighting through the complex urban 

environment, the Counter Terrorism 
Service 1st Iraqi Special Operations Force 
Brigade (1st ISOF) raised the Iraq flag over 
the Government buildings symbolising the liberation of Ramadi on 28 December 2015.  The 
success of the CTS is just one aspect of the efforts of Australian Defence Force personnel 
in Iraq which encompasses the Advise and Assist, Building Partner Capacity, Air Task Group and 
embedded personnel in coalition headquarters. 

 
 

HMAS Darwin deploys for the Middle East   On 30 
November,  Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull joined 
Chief of Navy, Vice Admiral Tim Barrett, AO, CSC, 
RAN, and friends and family at Garden Island, 
Sydney, today, to farewell the 229 Royal Australian 
Navy personnel onboard HMAS Darwin as the ship 
sailed for the Middle East region.  Darwin will 
operate as part of the multi-national Combined 
Maritime Forces. This includes approximately three 

dozen ships from 30 nations patrolling more than 
2.5 million square miles of international waters.  

Darwin’s deployment is the 62nd rotation of a Royal Australian Navy ship to the Middle East 
region since 1990 and the seventh by Darwin itself. She will relieve sister-ship, HMAS Melbourne, 
on station who has already made four significant drug hauls during her rotation. 

 

 
Future Submarine program enters next phase   On 30 November, the Minister for Defence 
announced that the evaluation of Australia’s Future Submarine program 
proposals will commence with all three potential international partners 
submitting their proposals in full.   “The Government’s Competitive 
Evaluation Process remains on schedule with Defence receiving 
submissions from DCNS of France, TKMS of Germany, and the 
Government of Japan by the 30 November 2015 closing deadline,’’ 
Senator Payne said.  “Since the CEP began in February, all three 
participants have worked closely with Defence and they should be 
congratulated for the hard work and significant investment they have 
made to reach this point.”   Defence will now assess the ability of the 
participants to work closely with us, including how each proposal would 

Australian and New Zealand forces are assisting the Iraqi Army to 
enhance the ability of Iraqi soldiers to combat Daesh- battalion 
attack training scenario at the Taji Military Complex, Iraq. 

Family and friends wave goodbye as HMAS Darwin pulls 
away from the wharf at Garden Island, Sydney. 
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meet our capability and sustainment needs, and how cost, schedule and risk would be managed 
throughout the program.  This program offers a once in a generation opportunity for Australian 
industry to innovate and be part of Australia’s Future Submarine. That is why the assessment will 
include the level of Australian industry involvement that will be possible under each option.  
“Submarines are Defence’s most complex, sensitive, and expensive capability, so it is important 
that the evaluation process is thorough and robust,’’ Senator Payne said.  “The evaluation 
process will be overseen by the Expert Advisory Panel to ensure it is conducted fairly and 
equitably, with advice to be provided to Government in 2016.’’ 

 
 
New ADF Pilot Training System   On 8 December the Minister for Defence announced that the 

Australian Government has contracted 
Lockheed Martin Australia to provide and 
support the new Australian Defence 
Force Pilot Training System.  The 
acquisition and services contracts worth 
$1.2 billion will see Lockheed Martin 
Australia deliver 49 Pilatus PC-21 aircraft, 
seven Flight Simulators, a modern 
learning environment for students, 
updated courseware, along with, support 
for an initial seven-year term.   Minister 
for Defence Senator the Hon Marise 

Payne said the new training system 
would ensure undergraduate pilots 
developed the necessary knowledge and 

skills before progressing to advanced military aircraft.  “Pilots will receive training for 
aircraft including the F-35A Joint Strike Fighter, Tiger Armed Reconnaissance Helicopter, MH60R 
Seahawk helicopter, and MRH-90 helicopter,” Minister Payne said.   “For the first time in 
Australia, pilot training will include simulators in undergraduate training. This will become the 
new benchmark for training and preparing military pilots for fourth and fifth generation 
platforms.”    The contract will see the ADF’s Basic Flying Training delivered from RAAF Base East 
Sale, Victoria and Advanced Flying Training continuing to be delivered from RAAF Base Pearce, 
Western Australia.   The contracts will provide some 180 contractor jobs throughout Australia as 
part of the ongoing support and provide replacement aircraft for 4 Squadron and the Aircraft 
Research and Development Unit, Minister Payne said.  “Defence looks forward to a long term 
partnership with Lockheed Martin Australia as together we embark on this exciting new phase of 
pilot training for the ADF.”   The first courses will begin in early 2019 with an annual intake of up 
to 165 trainee pilots and will allow the ADF to increase in the number of pilot graduates from 77 
to 105 pilots each year. 
 
Commissioning of HMAS Adelaide  On 4 December, Senator the Hon Marise Payne Minister for 
Defence commissioned HMAS Adelaide into the Navy.  In doing so she said:  “She and her sister 
ship HMAS Canberra provide the Australian Defence Force, the Government and the people of 
Australia with a one of the most sophisticated air, land and sea amphibious deployment systems 
in the world.  An integrated Australian Defence Force, operating from this ship will deliver new 
capability advantages for Australia on a scale of which we have not had before.  These vessels 

Air Vice-Marshal Leigh Gordon, AM, CSM and CEO of Lockheed Martin 
Australia, Mr Raydon Gates after signing the Pilot Training System 
contracts. 
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will contribute directly to the defence of Australia and our interests, including the ability to 
provide humanitarian assistance at home and across our region.  By 2018, we will be able to 

generate a Maritime Task Force with 
a wider range of capabilities for 
deployment in our region in a benign 
or, if necessary, in a hostile 
environment. Canberra and Adelaide 
will be command ships in that future 
Task Force.  They will provide the 
platforms from which the Australian 
Defence Force will be able to 
conduct operations as directed by 
the Government in the interests of 
Australia and our people and 
values.”  
 

 
 
 
 
Defence Exercises  

Australian and Chinese navies conduct exercise off Queensland coast    After she departed 
Sydney on 30 December to assume duties as 
part of Operation MANITOU,  HMAS Darwin 
conducted a passage exercise with the Chinese 
People’s Liberation Army-Navy (PLA-N) Escort 
Task Group 152 off the coast of Queensland.   
The task group consists of three ships—the 
Luyang Class destroyer Jinan, (DDG-152), the 
Jiangkai Class frigate Yiyang (FFG-548), and the 
Fuchi Class replenishment ship Qindaohu. (AOR-
886). The PLA-N task group, completed 
counter-piracy operations in the Gulf of Aden in 
2015 before embarking on a global deployment that has seen the task group visit more than a 
dozen countries during the past five months. The task group is in the final stages of its global 
deployment and will return to China in early 2016.   The task group spent five days in Brisbane 
from 2 January 2016.  

  

The Governor General of Australia, His Excellency General, the Hon. Sir Peter Cosgrove, AK, MC, (Retd), Minister for Defence, 
Senator the Honourable Marise Payne, Seaman Maritime Logistics Personnel Operations Sahara McLellan, Chief of Navy, Vice 
Admiral Tim Barrett, AO, CSC, RAN and Commanding Officer HMAS Adelaide, Captain Paul Mandziy, CSC, RAN, cut the 
commissioning cake after the Commissioning ceremony of HMAS Adelaide, alongside Garden Island, Sydney. 

(Front) HMAS Darwin, PLA-N Yiyang and PLA-N Jinan transit 
through waters off the Brisbane coast. 
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Defence Industry   
 
Australia and Japan sign arrangement on hydrodynamics research   
Australia and Japan have signed a cooperative research 
arrangement on marine hydrodynamics, the Chief Defence 
Scientist, Dr Alex Zelinsky, announced on 1 December. “This is the 
first joint defence research project to be conducted by our two 
countries,” Dr Zelinsky said.   The collaborative research program 
will be undertaken by Australia’s Defence Science and Technology 
Group and Japan’s Acquisition, Technology and Logistics Agency.  
“This is an excellent start to our new relationship in defence 
science and technology cooperation,” Dr Zelinsky said.  
“Understanding hydrodynamics is vital for the future of Australia’s 
maritime defence and this collaboration will greatly benefit our 

technology development in this area.  The collaborative research 
program will involve experimental work at facilities in Japan as well 
as at the DST Group laboratory in Melbourne and the Australian 
Maritime College in the University of Tasmania.  Dr Zelinsky said 
researchers from both countries had already visited each other’s 
facilities and scoped the collaborative work to be undertaken.   
 Australian Defence Magazine article  
 

International  
 
Visit to Australia by China’s General Fang Fenghui  Chief of the General Staff Department of 

China’s People’s Liberation Army General 
Fang Fenghui, visited Australia from 30 
November to 1 December to conduct the 
Defence Strategic Dialogue, co-hosted for 
Australia by the Chief of the Defence 
Force, Air Chief Marshal Mark Binskin AC, 
and the Secretary of the Department of 
Defence, Mr Dennis Richardson AO.  This 
year marks the 18th year of the annual 
Dialogue, demonstrating that the bilateral 
defence relationship is robust, and an 

important aspect of the broader 
relationship.   The annual dialogue offers 
the leadership of the Australian Defence 
Organisation and China’s Peoples’ 

Liberation Army the opportunity to engage in open and frank discussion on issues of common 
concern and to discuss a forward program of bilateral defence engagement activities.  While 
visiting Canberra, General Fang also met with the Minister for Defence, Senator the Hon Marise 
Payne, to discuss the bilateral defence relationship.  General Fang also visited Headquarters Joint 
Operations Command where he met with Commander Joint Operations, Vice Admiral David 
Johnston AM, RAN, and toured the facility.    

Senator the Hon Marise Payne, Minister for Defence, (left), chats with 
visiting Chinese military official, GEN Fang Fenghui, Chief of General 
Staff Department of the People’s Liberation Army and his official party 
during a meeting at Parliament House, Canberra. 

Chief Defence Scientist and head of 
the Defence Science and Technology 
Organisation (DSTO) Dr Alex Zelinsky 
at the Canberra headquarters of the 
Defence Science and Technology 
Organisation (DSTO). 

http://www.australiandefence.com.au/news/australia-and-japan-sign-arrangement-on-hydrodynamics-research
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Japanese Cabinet Approves Record $42.1 Billion 2016 Defense Budget    In the USNI News 
Weekly Update 12/30/2015 Sam LaGrone 
reported that the cabinet of Japanese Prime 
Minister Shinzo Abe has approved a record 
$42.1 billion 2016 defense budget largely 
seen as a response to China’s rapidly 
expanding military, particularly the People’s 
Liberation Army Navy (PLAN).  The record 
high spending plan will further expand 
Japan’s power projection tools, confirms 
equipment buys that boost cooperation 
with forward deployed U.S. units.  “We 

believe the budget includes items that 
would contribute to enhancing Japan-U.S. 
cooperation in the area of ISR (information, surveillance and reconnaissance),” Defense Ministry 
official Tomoki Matsuo said according to The Associated Press.  The new budget includes aviation 
buys for six Lockheed Martin F-35A Lighting II Joint Strike Fighters for, four Bell-Boeing V-22 
Osprey tilt-rotor aircraft, 17 Mitsubishi SH-60K helicopters, the start of a multi-year procurement 
of three Northrop Grumman RQ-4 Global Hawk surveillance unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs) 
and Boeing KC-46A Pegasus refueling tanker, according to an October overview of the budget 
request.  On the maritime front, the budget pays for the acquisition of a new Aegis capable 
guided missile destroyer and 12th domestically built Soryu-class diesel electric attack submarine 
(SSK).  The budget also includes a variety of upgrades for ships and aircraft, munitions purchases 
and funds to assist in relocating Marine Corps Air Station Futenma on Okinawa and moving 
additional Marines from the island to Guam.  Much of the new kit is oriented to protecting 
Japan’s Senkaku Islands on the edge of the East China Sea near Taiwan— which Japan occupies 
but China also claims.  Protection of the remote islands is a key tenant of the spending plan. 
Click here for the complete USNI News article  
 
  

Image Source:  1Mitsubishi F-15J. Photo by Toshi Aoki via 
Wikipedia and news.usni.org 

http://abcnews.go.com/International/wireStory/japan-cabinet-oks-record-defense-budget-amid-china-35937970
http://abcnews.go.com/International/wireStory/japan-cabinet-oks-record-defense-budget-amid-china-35937970
http://news.usni.org/2015/10/21/document-japans-2016-defense-budget-request
http://news.usni.org/2015/10/21/document-japans-2016-defense-budget-request
http://news.usni.org/2015/12/24/cabinet-approves-record-42-1-billion-2016-japanese-defense-budget
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About the RUSI of NSW 
 

Founded as the United Service Institution of New South Wales in 1888, the Royal 
United Services Institute of New South Wales today is one of seven self-governing 
constituent bodies of the Royal United Services Institute of Australia.   
 

The aim of the Institute is to promote informed debate on, and to improve public awareness and 
understanding of, defence and national security. To this end, the Institute:  
 

 contributes to the national debate on defence and national security policy; 

 publishes a highly-respected professional journal; 

 arranges regular lectures and seminars on defence and national security issues and 
occasionally on military history; 

 organises visits to defence and security establishments; 

 operates a public library, specialising in defence and security literature dating from the 
late 18th century to the current day; and 

 conducts social and networking functions for members. 
 
The Institute’s rooms and the Ursula Davidson military history Library are on Level 20, Defence 
Plaza, 270 Pitt Street, Sydney – very close to Town Hall and Museum railway stations. Tea/coffee 
and biscuits are available without charge and members and visitors are encouraged to use the 
facilities for reading or research, or just as a base when visiting the city of Sydney.   However, 
prior to visiting, please contact the Office Manager to arrange access to the Office. For additional 
information please visit our website at www.rusinsw.org.au or call the Office at (02) 9393 2325. 
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