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Introduction  
 

Welcome to this month’s issue of the electronic newsletter of the Royal United Services 

Institute of NSW (RUSI NSW), the aim of which is to provide members, stakeholders, and 

other interested parties up to date news of our latest activities and events as well as selective 

information on defence issues.   

 

There is no charge to receive this newsletter electronically and recipients are not required to 

be a member of the RUSI of NSW.  Invite your colleagues to receive this newsletter by going 

to the newsletter page on the RUSI NSW website http://www.rusinsw.org.au/Newsletter 

where they can register their email contact details. 

 

 

Latest News and Events 
 

New Minister for Defence Appointed 
 
The Hon Kevin Andrews MP was sworn in as the 

Minister for Defence in the Australian Government on 

23rd December 2014. The Minister has been a member 

of the Australian Commonwealth Parliament, since 

1991, serving as the member for the Victorian seat of 

Menzies in the House of Representatives.  The 

Minister’s previous Ministerial appointments have 

included Minister for Ageing (2001-2003), Minister for Employment and Workplace 

Relations and Minister Assisting the Prime Minister for the Public Service (2003-2007), 

Minister for Immigration and Citizenship (2007) and Minister for Social Services (2013-

2014).   

 

Change of Australian military command in the Middle East 
 

The Commander of Australia’s Joint Task Force 633 

(JTF633) in the Middle East Region (MER) Major 

General Craig Orme, AM, CSC officially transferred 

command to Rear Admiral Trevor Jones, AO, CSC, 

RAN in December.   The Transfer of Authority 

ceremony was held at Camp Baird, Australia’s main 

headquarters in the MER.   

 

Major General Orme said there was no greater role than 

to command Australian sailors, soldiers, airmen and 

airwomen on operational service.   Speaking at the 

ceremony Major General Orme said he asked only three things from those he commanded.   

“I asked you to be brilliant at the basics, to work as a team and to see the bigger picture.”  
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“That meant, know your job, look after your mates and understand where you fit in and how 

what you are doing is important for international security,” he said.  “Now, as I look back 

over the past 15 months, I can honestly say how proud I am of the Australian Defence Force 

members and civilians that I have commanded during my deployment.”  

 

During his 15 month deployment Major General Orme commanded Australia’s military 

contribution to the MER through a period of considerable change which saw the end of 

Australian combat operations in Afghanistan, the withdrawal of Australian forces from 

Uruzgan province and the redesign of operations in the MER which took effect on 1 July 

2014. Since September 2013 Major General Orme has also overseen Australia’s contribution 

to maritime security in the region. In that time Royal Australian Navy ships have seized drugs 

in excess of $3.318 billion in street value, which would have 

otherwise funded terrorist organisations.  Major General Orme 

will return to Australia and retire from the Australian Army 

after 37 years of service 

 

JTF633’s incoming Commander, Rear Admiral Jones served as 

the Deputy Commander, JTF633 in 2009.  “I now return to 

JTF633 to take command and continue with the important 

mission that we have been tasked to conduct. I thank Major 

General Orme for his command and leadership since 

September 2013,” Rear Admiral Jones said. 

 

 

Navy Tall Ship STS Young Endeavour Rounds Cape Horn 

 
The Royal Australian Navy operated Sail 

Training Ship Young Endeavour rounded 

Cape Horn on Australia Day, 36 days into a 

12-month circumnavigation of the world. 

Chief of Navy Vice Admiral Tim Barrett 

AO, CSC, RAN congratulated the 36 

seafarers on board the square-rigged tall 

ship, including 12 Royal Australian Navy 

crew and 24 alumni crew specially selected 

for the passage.  “Young Endeavour’s Navy 

crew are specially trained and the alumni 

crew were selected for their experience 

sailing the brigantine previously.  “This Australia Day weekend marked 27 years since Young 

Endeavour was gifted to Australia and began delivering youth development voyages. This is 

the first time the vessel has rounded Cape Horn, and her safe passage is a credit to the crew 

on board”.    

 

Young Endeavour set sail from Sydney on 22 December 2014. The 24 alumni youth on board 

are the first of eight youth crews who will join the ship during the 12-month 

circumnavigation. They will complete their 55-day voyage at Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. During 

the world voyage Young Endeavour will sail to Europe, Africa and the Americas, visiting 16 

countries and representing Australia at the 2015 International Tall Ship Races. 
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Australia supports new mission in 

Afghanistan 

Australian Defence Force operations in 

Afghanistan entered a significant phase in the 

New Year marked by the start of Operation 

HIGHROAD, Australia’s new train, advise and 

assist mission.   The change marks the end of 

Operation SLIPPER, which has been 

Australia’s commitment to the NATO-led 

International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) mission in Afghanistan for the past 13 years.  

The new operation is in line with the NATO-led mission transitioning from a combat role to 

Operation RESOLUTE SUPPORT; a train, advise, assist mission. Importantly, the transition 

also recognises that the Afghan National Security Forces (ANSF) have now taken the lead for 

all combat operations.   

 

The Commander of Australia’s Joint Task Force 636 in Afghanistan, Major General David 

Mulhall, said the new mission recognises the improved capacity of the ANSF, largely as a 

result of Australian and international support.  “Since 2001 Australia, under Operation 

SLIPPER, has made a substantial contribution to the international mission in Afghanistan at 

various levels from combat operations to training and advisory roles,” said Major General 

Mulhall.   “The efforts of over 26,500 men and women of the ADF who have served in 

Afghanistan since 2002 have made this possible.”  “As we move into this new operation, I 

also want to pay tribute to the 41 ADF personnel who lost their lives during Operation 

SLIPPER and those Australians who were wounded or became ill during this mission.” 

 

About 400 Australian personnel are 

deployed on Operation HIGHROAD, 

including embed positions with the 

NATO led mission, mentoring and 

advisory roles, medical, force 

protection and logistic support.  The 

new NATO-led Operation 

RESOLUTE SUPPORT mission will 

be directed at the ministerial (defence 

and interior), institutional levels, and 

at the higher command level of the 

Afghan security forces. 

 

 

Australian Special Operations Task Group work in Iraq 

Australia’s Special Operations Task Group is strengthening the capabilities of the Iraqi 

Security Force counter-terrorism through its Advise and Assist mission in Iraq.  The Task 

Group is responsible for advising and assisting three battalions of the Iraqi Security Forces’ 

Special Tactics Unit, an elite force drawn from Iraq’s Counter Terrorism Service.   Chief of 

Joint Operations Vice Admiral David Johnston said the SOTG had assigned a 2nd 

Commando Regiment Military Working Dog handler, Sergeant H, to the STU K-9 Program 

Cell. 
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“The Iraqis are strengthening their 

working dog capability and for good 

reason. It’s a well-known fact Military 

Working Dogs are very effective at 

locating enemy IEDs (improvised 

explosive devices) outside-the-wire,” 

VADM Johnston said.   The Australian 

Special Forces contingent is providing 

training inside-the-wire for the Iraqi 

military working-dog training program.   

Deputy Commander of the 1
st
 Iraqi 

Special Operations Forces Brigade Brigadier General Hussein said Australia’s support was 

appreciated.   “The specialist capabilities we are learning, like the explosive detection dog 

capability, is unique to us. The K-9 capability is great for morale and when trained, the dogs 

will save soldiers’ and innocent civilian’s lives,” BRIG General Hussein said. 

 

Confusion with Next Generation Submarine Project  

The “competitive evaluation process” announced by the New Minister for Defence for the 

next generation submarine project continues the confusion over the status and plans for this 

most important project. 

 

Institute News 
 
 A special meeting of the Executive was held on 13 January 2015 to discuss a number of 

important issues relating to governance of RUSIA and the Constituent Bodies. 

 

 The bi-monthly Council Meeting was held on 9 February 2015 and was well attended and 

considered a number of important issues relating to the operation of the Institute, the 

governance arrangements and structure of RUSIA and the Constituent Bodies and the 

ongoing relationship and support from Department of Defence.  The President also 

attended a special meeting of the National Executive in Canberra on 11
th

 February and 

will report on this meeting in due course. 

 

 New Members    A special welcome is extended to the following new members:   

Mr Stephen McGregor;  Mrs Anne Crofts; Mr William Butterfield; Mr Jay Foster; 

Commander Otto Pelczar.  

 

 Gallipoli August Offensives Centenary Battlefield Tour July/August 2015   To enable 

members who may wish to visit the relevant battlefields prior to the Centenary 

Commission of Inquiry to be held 29 September 2015 (see below under Upcoming 

Events) the Institute has identified two tours which members could undertake.  Both of 

these tours will include representatives who are also members of the Institute and who 

will accompany our members.  The two recommended tours are: 
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1. Battlefields of the World is offering an 11-day fully-escorted Gallipoli tour from 17 

– 27 July, which will include four full days inspecting the battlefields. As it will not 

coincide with the official centenary service at Lone Pine, it will avoid the crowds 

expected at that time. It will be led by one of our members, Lieutenant Colonel Peter 

Sweeny RFD (Ret’d), a qualified battlefield guide and military historian who will be 

delivering our Gallipoli centenary lecture on 28 Apr 15 – see below.  The land cost is 

$3,410 per person, twin share; and the return air fare from Sydney is $2,649 per 

person; total = $6,059 per person, twin share.   For details see 

http://battlefieldsoftheworld.com.au.   

 

2. Military History Tours (Australia) Pty Ltd, who conducted our New Guinea 

battlefield tour in 2014, is advertising a “Lone Pine 100
th

 Anniversary Tour 2015”, 

which will also take in other August offensive sites such as Chunuk Bair. It will be a 

10-day fully-escorted battlefield tour from 3 to 12 August and will include the official 

centenary service at Lone Pine. It will be escorted by one of our members, Lieutenant 

Colonel John Howells RFD (Ret’d), our webmaster. John would be happy to adjust 

the itinerary to meet any special needs of our group. The cost for the ground 

component is $3,700.00 per person, twin share. Air fares from Sydney would be 

additional.  For details see 

www.militaryhistorytours.com.au. 

 

Any members who wish to undertake one of these tours are asked to notify the Institute’s 

Office Manager on phone: (02) 9393 2324 or email: office@rusinsw.org.au so that the 

RUSI attendance can be coordinated. 

 

 

Upcoming RUSI NSW Events  
Lunchtime lectures are open to anyone interested.  Records of our lunch time presentations 

are provided in our Journal and can then be accessed via our website.    

 

Tuesday 24 February 2015 – Lunchtime lecture at 1.00pm at the Sydney 

Mechanics School of Arts Theatre, Level 1, 280 Pitt Street – the speaker will be 

Mr Peter Grose, Author, and the subject will be “A good place to hide; how a 

French community saved thousands of lives in World War 11”   Lunchtime 

lectures are open to anyone interested.   

 

 

Tuesday 31 March 2015 – Lunchtime lecture at 1.00pm at the Sydney Mechanics 

School of Arts Theatre, Level 1, 280 Pitt Street – the speaker will be Captain Mona 

Shindy CSC, RAN and the subject will be “Islam in the Australian context.”   

Lunchtime lectures are open to anyone interested.   

 

Tuesday 28 April 2015 – Lunchtime lecture at 1.00pm at the Sydney Mechanics 

School of Arts Theatre, Level 1, 280 Pitt Street – the speaker will be Lieutenant 

Colonel Peter Sweeney RFD (Ret’d) and the subject will be “The Gallipoli 

Campaign.”   Lunchtime lectures are open to anyone interested.   

 

 

Image Source P. Grose 

Image Source: P Sweeney 

http://battlefieldsoftheworld.com.au/
http://www.militaryhistorytours.com.au/
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Tuesday 27 May 2015 – The 3
rd

 International Defence and Security Dialogue will be held 

in the Parliament House Theatrette from 1330 – 1800 hours.   It 

will be branded as a RUSIA national conference and will be 

attended by the National President, who has invited the 

National Patron, the Governor General, to open it. It is being 

organised by New South Wales.   The topic will be ‘Australia, 

Indonesia and Regional Security’. It will feature an expert 

panel discussion to identify regional security interests that 

Australia and Indonesia share in common and to explore how 

Australia and Indonesia could cooperate in preparing for and addressing certain potential 

regional security challenges.  The keynote address, the 2015 Blamey Oration, will be 

delivered by Mr Dennis Richardson, AO, Secretary of Defence.   The expert panel will be: 

Lieutenant General Agus Widjojo (Retired), Centre for Strategic and International Studies, 

Indonesia; Professor Damien Kingsbury, Deakin University; and Professor Peter Leahy, AC, 

University of Canberra.  Cost to attend will be $50 for members and students and $75 for 

non-members. For more information 

http://www.rusinsw.org.au/site/International_Dialogue_2015.asp  

To register please contact our office: office@rusinsw.org.au   

 
 

Tuesday 29 September 2015 – An all-day Gallipoli August Offensives Centenary 

Commission of Inquiry will be held at the Sydney Mechanics School of Arts Theatre, Level 

1, 280 Pitt Street – further details will be announced in due course. 
 

 

Upcoming Events by other Organisations  

18 February 2015 – The Borella Ride – In 1915, Albert Borella simply 

started walking from Tennant Creek to Darwin to enlist in the Australian 

Army. Commissioned on the battlefield, he was recognized for his exploits 

with a Mention in Despatches, then the Military Medal, and finally the 

Victoria Cross. He survived the war. The Borella Ride will re-enact his 

journey in February next year and will include his grandson.  More 

information can be obtained from the website http://www.theborellaride.com.au 

 

24 February – 1 March 2015  – The Australian International Airshow and Aerospace and 

Defence Exposition Avalon 2015 will take place in Geelong Victoria – for further details see 

www.airshow.com.au 

 

6–8 October 2015 – The Pacific2015 International Maritime 

Conference will be held at the Sydney Exhibition Centre at 

Glebe Island.  The conference, organised by The Royal 

Institute of Naval Architects and The Institute of Marine 

Engineering, Science and Technology will allow delegates to 

be involved in discussions about the latest developments in 

marine engineering and maritime technology; both in the 

areas of defence and commercial shipping.  The conference 

will coincide with the prestigious Royal Australian Navy Sea Power Conference, the Navy 

Week celebrations in Sydney and the PACIFIC2015  International Maritime Exposition 

which is organised by Maritime Australia Limited.  For further details see:  

www.pacific2015.com.au/international-maritime-conference  

Image Source: Maritime Conference 

Image Source: ABC News 
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13, 14 & 15 - March 2015 – Historical Aircraft Restoration Society is holding Air Museum 

Open Days, located at the Illawarra Regional Airport Cnr Airport Road and Boomerang 

Avenue Albion Park Rail.  Aircraft on display (no flying), see in 

progress restorations and open cockpits.  Adults $10 Children$2 

Families $20 For more information visit http://hars.org.au/  

Telephone: 4257 4333   
 
 
Recent Past Events  

 
Tuesday 16 December 2014 – The lunchtime lecture held at the  SMSA 

Theatre was given by Mr Colin Smith,  Chief Customs Officer 

(Intelligence), New Zealand Customs Service, and the subject was 

“Border Security and Counter Terrorism: the New Zealand Experience”.  

 

Tuesday 27 January 2015 – The lunchtime lecture held at the 

SMSA Theatre was given by Commodore Michael Flynn and 

Colonel John Hutchison, MC, of the Royal United Services 

Institute, New South Wales, and the subject was the “The 1989 

Tiananmen Square Massacre as we observed it”  

 

Representation at Events    No representation was required for 

events during December and January. 

 

 

General Defence News  

Defence Operations  
 

First Australian pilot to undertake F-35A Lightning II training   The introduction of 

Australia’s 72 F-35A Lightning II aircraft into RAAF 

service is about to move a step closer when the first 

Australian pilot commenced training at the end of 

January. Squadron Leader Andrew Jackson, Australia’s 

first F-35A pilot, will commence training for his first F-

35A flight at Eglin Air Force Base, Florida, United 

States.  “The F-35A will be Australia’s first fifth-

generation aircraft and will provide the RAAF with a 

leading air combat capability. I’m excited to be given the 

opportunity to take a leading role in its introduction,” 

SQNLDR Jackson said. SQNLDR Jackson will undergo 

an intensive training program before he takes his first 

flight in the coming months. “The fifth generation F-35A 

capabilities represent a quantum shift over legacy fighters. I am looking forward to the 

training challenge it will present. “This aircraft will give fighter pilots a level of situational 

awareness that far exceeds legacy platforms. Experiencing this level of capability first hand is 

something every pilot dreams of,” he said. SQNLDR Jackson will have an important future 

role as an Instructor Pilot for Australian and international F-35A pilots, and was selected for 

his operational flying skills, extensive experience and leadership. The F-35A’s combination 

of stealth, advanced sensors, networking and data fusion capabilities, when integrated with 

http://hars.org.au/
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other defence systems, will enable the RAAF to maintain an air combat edge. The first F-35A 

aircraft will arrive in Australia at the end of 2018 with the first operational squadron to be 

established by 2020. The F-35A will replace the aging F/A-18A/B Hornets at RAAF Bases 

Williamtown (NSW) and Tindal (NT). 

  

Air Force Spartans prepare for glory.  Royal 

Australian Air Force personnel have 

commenced training on the C-27J Spartan 

Battlefield Airlifter in the United States after 

the first two aircraft were transferred to the 

Australian register. December Air Force 

Director General Capability Planning Air 

Commodore Mike Kitcher said the first 

Spartans were expected in Australia by mid-

2015. “A total of 10 aircraft will be delivered 

over the next two years, operated by No. 35 

Squadron initially from RAAF Base Richmond,” AIRCDRE Kitcher said. “The C-27J will 

integrate seamlessly with existing Defence transports such as Army’s CH-47 Chinooks and 

Air Force’s C-130J Hercules and C-17A Globemaster III.”    

 

Commander of Air Mobility Group Air Commodore Warren McDonald said the C-27J would 

access airfields unsuitable for larger aircraft. “Across the Asia Pacific region, there are 

numerous airfields which are too small or otherwise unsuitable for aircraft such as the C-

130J,” AIRCDRE McDonald said. “The C-27J will have the capacity to carry useful loads 

such as personnel or vehicles, and be capable of delivering loads on the ground or by 

airdrop.”  “It is a proven platform that, in service with foreign air forces, has delivered 

frontline airlift in theatres such as Africa, Afghanistan, and the Philippines.”  On 8 December 

2014, the first four technicians from No. 35 Squadron at RAAF Base Richmond commenced 

their training at Waco, Texas. The first 12 aircrew, comprising pilots and loadmasters from 

No. 35 Squadron, will commenced their training in January 2015.   On 15 December 2014, 

Spartan A34-001 conducted a training flight for the first time under the Australian Flag in 

Waco, Texas. This training flight carried instructors from L-3 Communications, who will 

provide training to RAAF personnel on the Spartan. 

  

Last Air Force Heron detachment returns from Afghanistan.   After a five-year 

commitment in Afghanistan, the last contingent of 

Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF), Navy and Army 

personnel supporting the Heron Remotely Piloted 

Aircraft (RPA) Detachment returned home to Australia 

on 11 December.  Heron aircraft have completed more 

than 27,000 mission hours during Operation SLIPPER 

at Kandahar Airfield providing intelligence, 

surveillance and reconnaissance support to Australian 

forces and International Security Assistance Force 

(ISAF) partners in southern Afghanistan since August 

2009. Deputy Chief of Air Force Air Vice-Marshal Leo 

Davies welcomed the personnel in Darwin today before they returned to their home cities. 

Following the conclusion of Australia’s mission in Uruzgan in December 2013, the Heron 

mission was extended to support ISAF members in Regional Command – South, including 

support to the 2014 Afghan presidential election. Heron is Air Force’s first Unmanned Aerial 

System (UAS) entering service directly into Afghanistan in July 2009 and flying its final 
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mission there from Kandahar Airfield on 30 November 2014. One Heron RPA will return to 

RAAF Base Woomera in South Australia in 2015, where another Heron is already based, and 

these aircraft will form the basis of Air Force’s continued development of UAS operations in 

support of the Australian Defence Force. 

 
Defence Exercises  

Air Force first for Exercise RED FLAG at Nellis   The 

Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF) participated in Exercise 

Red Flag, which commenced 27 January tomorrow in the 

United States.   Two C-130J Hercules from RAAF Base 

Richmond (NSW), an AP-3C Orion from RAAF Base 

Edinburgh (SA) and an Air Battle Management contingent 

from 41 Wing are participating in the exercise, alongside 

combat aircraft from the United States and the United Kingdom. This is the first time Air 

Force’s C-130J Hercules and AP-3C Orion have participated in Exercise Red Flag at Nellis 

Air Force Base.  Air Commander Australia, Air Vice-Marshal Gavin Turnbull said RAAF 

personnel would be exposed to one of the world’s most advanced airborne training exercises.  

RED FLAG 15-1 continues until 13 February 2015, with 150 RAAF personnel participating.  

 

Defence Industry  

Joint Strike Fighter regional support in Australia   In 

February, the Defence Minister Kevin Andrews congratulated 

both BAE Systems Australia and TAE on securing regional 

maintenance, repair, overhaul and upgrade responsibilities for the 

F-35 Joint Strike Fighter airframe and engine. Mr Andrews said 

BAE Systems Australia was one of Australia’s leading Defence 

firms and had been a long standing provider of sustainment 

services to a range of military aircraft. Based out of RAAF Base 

Amberley, TAE is a leading aerospace engine maintenance service provider, supporting both 

military and commercial aircraft in the Asia Pacific region. “This follows the announcement 

by the US Department of Defense last December that Australia had been assigned regional 

support for the F-35,” Mr Andrews said. “This announcement comes on top of the US$433 

million that Australian companies have won in production and development contracts to date.  

International  

Australia hosts AUKMIN in Sydney.  The 

Australian Government hosted the UK 

Secretary of State for Foreign and 

Commonwealth Affairs Philip Hammond and 

Secretary of State for Defence Michael Fallon 

in Sydney on 2 February 2015 for the annual 

Australia-UK Ministerial Consultations 

(AUKMIN).  AUKMIN is the premier forum 

for the discussion of high-level foreign 

policy, defence and security issues between 

Australia and the United Kingdom. The agenda focused on the Middle East, including 

responding to the growing threat of Daesh – also known as ISIL – and foreign fighters, 
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Afghanistan, the evolving security situation in East Asia, and defence planning and 

interoperability. Australian Foreign Minister Julie Bishop and UK Foreign Secretary Philip 

Hammond signed a memorandum of understanding on the reciprocal use of diplomatic 

facilities at times of crisis. The agreement formalises the current practice whereby officials 

use the other country’s diplomatic facilities during a major crisis or incident in locations 

where one of us has a diplomatic mission and the other does not. This builds on cooperation 

after the MH17 tragedy. Australia’s Minister for Defence, Kevin Andrews, and UK Defence 

Secretary, Michael Fallon, discussed opportunities to improve interoperability between our 

armed forces, for further cooperation on the Joint Strike Fighter, and for dialogue surrounding 

maritime capability and emerging defence technologies.  

 

Australia enhances Defence relationship with Fiji.  The Vice Chief of the Defence Force, 

Vice Admiral Ray Griggs visited Fiji in December - the first visit 

from a senior Australian military representative in some years.  

The visit was an important step towards re-establishing a 

substantive defence relationship between Australia and Fiji, and 

will form the basis of a new partnership between the Australian 

Defence Force (ADF) and the Republic of Fiji Military Forces 

(RFMF).  This is the first time a senior ADF representative has 

visited Fiji since 2006, and was timely for both countries to 

discuss working together in the defence context. While in Suva, 

VADM Griggs attended a meeting with senior RFMF leadership 

and visited the Republic of Fiji Military’s Navy Base, RFNS 

Stanley Brown. “There is much our two militaries can achieve together, including in the areas 

of maritime security, peacekeeping, engineering and humanitarian assistance and disaster 

relief.” 

 
 

Address to RUSI on new threats to UK.  On 8 January, Andrew Parker, the Director 

General of the Security Service, delivered an address 

to RUSI on new threats to the UK.  In introducing his 

speech he said:  “I want tonight to do two things – to 

look back at the year that has passed since I last spoke 

publicly and to look ahead to the challenges that MI5 

faces in 2015 and beyond.  And in so doing, I’d like to 

offer my reflections on some of the significant events 

that have shaped and will shape the UK’s national 

security.  I have three key themes tonight, which 

together account for large parts of my working life: 

a. the long haul we face in combating the threat from Islamist inspired terrorism, 

particularly – but certainly not only – in relation to Syria; 

b. the chronic yet critical challenge we face from technological change and the steps 

taken to respond to that; and 

c. the increased public visibility of the oversight and accountability that is so important 

to MI5’s work.” 

 

For those interested, the full text of this speech can be accessed via the  

Focus Journal of the RUSI Jan 2015 Issue 62 

 

https://www.rusi.org/events/past/ref:E54AF03D376DA6#.VK8GYVoZc20


                 Official Newsletter of the Royal United Services Institute New South Wales             ABN 80 724 654 162 

                www.rusinsw.org.au    office@rusinsw.org.au     Telephone:(02) 9393 2325               Fax: (02) 9393 3543 

 

Japan Joins Other Southeast Asia Countries Raising Defence Spending as UK and 

others Close Minds to Increased Threats.    On 15 

January 2015, Howard Wheeldon FRAeS   CHW (London 

15 January 2015)  in the Royal Aeronautical Society email 

alerts published a commentary which highlighted that 

Brunei, Cambodia, South Korea, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, 

Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam are just some 

of what are now a large and increasing number of Southeast 

Asia nations that have, and continue to, significantly 

increase spending on defence. It goes on to add that to the 

long list of nations mentioned above can now be added 

Japan which has confirmed the intention to spend a record 

Yen 4.98 trillion (£28bn, $42bn) on defence in the next 

fiscal year.   It also states comments “Do these nations 

recognise something that we in the United Kingdom and 

Europe are failing to do? The answer is quite simple and it is 

yes. For a start they appear to recognise, as we do not, that the level of threat posed by large 

and far more powerful nations than ourselves, such as Russia and China, pose in terms of 

international stability.”    

The analysis is well worth reading and can be accessed via Battle Space News   

 

The RAS Newsletter includes the following comment in relation to its commentaries: "Please 

note, the comment in this email does not necessarily represent the views of the Society and is 

intended to stimulate debate and discussion. As part of the RAeS commitment to act as a 

central forum for the exchange of ideas, we welcome your comments to discuss any of the 

topics from our magazine features, blogs or commentary within our social networks 

on LinkedIn, Twitter or Facebook."      hwheeldon@wheeldonstrategic.com     

https://www.linkedin.com/in/hwheeldon   So read the analysis and add your comment if you 

feel so moved. 

 

 

NORAD Head Says Russia Increasing Arctic Long Range Air Patrols  February 10, 

2015 by Sam LaGrone.   The USNI Weekly News Update dated 11 Feb 15 includes the 

following report “While Russian military aircraft have stepped up their activity everywhere 

from the North Sea to the Baltic to the Black Sea in the last year they have also been spotted 

more frequently closer to the U.S. territory in the Arctic, the head of U.S. Northern Command 

(NORTHCOM) and North American Aerospace and Defense Command (NORAD) has 

reported”   The full report 
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Vietnam Receives Third Kilo Attack Boat February 3, 2015 by Sam 

LaGrone  The USNI Weekly News Update dated 4 Feb 15 include the 

following report “The third Project-636 Kilo-class has arrived in Vietnam, 

marking the halfway point in the Vietnamese Navy’s planned six boat, 

$1.8 to 2 billion deal with Russia, according to local press reports. Pictures 

emerged of the Dutch heavy load carrier Rolldock Star near Vietnam’s 

submarine base in Cam Ranh Bay, on the Vietnamese news site, Tuoi Tre 

News on 29 Jan 15”  The full 2013 submarine report can be accessed via   

http://news.usni.org/2013/11/13/asias-submarine-race  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
About the RUSI of NSW 

 
Founded as the United Service Institution of New South Wales in 1888, the Royal United 

Services Institute of New South Wales today is one of seven self-governing constituent 

bodies of the Royal United Services Institute of Australia.   

The aim of the Institute is to promote informed debate on, and to improve public awareness 

and understanding of, defence and national security. To this end, the Institute:  

 

 contributes to the national debate on defence and security policy; 

 publishes a highly-respected professional journal; 

 arranges regular lectures and occasional seminars on military history, defence and 

security issues; 

 organises visits to defence and security establishments; 

 operates a public library, specialising in defence and security literature dating from the 

early 19
th

 century to the current day; and 

 conducts social and networking functions for members. 

 

The Institute’s rooms and the Ursula Davidson Library are on Level 20, Defence Plaza, 270 

Pitt Street, Sydney – very close to Town Hall and Museum railway stations. Tea/coffee and 

biscuits are available without charge and members and visitors are encouraged to use the 

facilities for reading or research, or just as a base when visiting the city of Sydney.   

However, prior to visiting for the first time please contact the Office Manager to arrange 

access to the Office. For additional information please visit our website at 

www.rusinsw.org.au or call the Office at (02) 93932325.  
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Books for sale                    All books are duplicates, donations or discarded from our 

collection and are in good condition. 

 

Japan at war: An oral history - H.T. Cook & T. F. Cook - $15.00 

Somme Mud : an Australian infantryman in France 1916-1919 - E.P.F. Lynch - $20.00 

The Broken Years: Australian Soldiers in the Great War - B. Gammage - $5.00 

D-Day: The Battle for Normandy - A. Beevor - $25.00 

Pacific Fury: How Australia & allies defeated the Japanese Scourge - P. Thompson - $30.00 

Hell's Battlefield : Australians in New Guinea in WWII - P. Bradley - $30.00 

Diggers in France: Australian soldiers on the Western Front - R. Travers - $20.00 

Battle of the wine dark sea: The Aegean Campaign 1940-1945 - L. Lind - $10.00 

The Great War - L. Carlyon - $30.00 

The Second world war - A. Beevor - $25.00 

U-Boat far from home: Epic voyage of U862 to Aust. and NZ - D. Stevens - $20.00 

Military errors of world war two - K. Macksey - $16.00 

Gallipoli: The Turkish story - K. Fewster et.al. - $30 

Gallipoli: Classic account of the Dardanelles Campaign - R.R. James - $15.00 

Green Armour: Classic account of the war in New Guinea - O. White - $15.00 

Australia under siege: Japanese submarine raiders 1942 - S.L. Carruthers - $10 

Eleven bloody days: Battle for Milne Bay - B. Boettcher - $30.00 

The Six years war: Australia in the 1939-45 war - G. Long - $10.00 

Toku Tai: Japanese submarine operations in Australian waters - L. Lind - $25.00 

The Royal Australian Navy in World War II - Ed D. Stevens - $20.00 

Whispering death: Australian airmen in the pacific war - M. Johnston - $20.00 

Darwin spitfires: The Real battle for Australia - A. Cooper - $25.00 

Australia 1942: In the shadow of war - Ed. P.J. Dean - $35.00 

Tocumwal to Tarakan: Australians & the consolidated B-24 Liberator- M.V. Nelmes - $50.00 

The RAAF Hudson story: Book One - D. Vincent - $50.00 

Darwin's air war: 1942-1945 an illustrated history - Aviation Historical Soc. of NT - $20.00 

The Secret battle 1942-1944: Convoy battle -east coast of Aust. during WWII - R. Wallace - 

$20.00 

ANZAC and empire: Tragedy & glory of Gallipoli - J. Robertson - $20.00 

Feather and brush: Three centuries of Australian bird art - P. Olsen $45.00 

 

To arrange payment and delivery of the book call the Librarian  

- Theodora Fox (02) 9393 2325 
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