Jump TO Article

The article on the pages below is reprinted by permission from United Service
(the journal of the Royal United Services Institute of New South Wales),
which seeks to inform the defence and security debate in Australia and to bring an
Australian perspective to that debate internationally.
The Royal United Services Institute of New South Wales (RUSI NSW) has been promoting informed debate on
defence and security issues since 1888. To receive quarterly copies of United Service and to obtain other
significant benefits of RUSI NSW membership, please see our online Membership page:
www.rusinsw.org.au/Membership

Jump TO Article

USI Vol66 No2 Jun15:USI Vol55 No4/2005 27/05/15 3:25 PM Page 7

The Battle for Australia
Hon. Charlie Lynn MLC [United Service 65 (4), 15 – 16,
December 2014] is among thousands of Australians
misled by claims we fought a battle for Australia from 1942
to 1945.
Mr Lynn points out that many Australians at the time
believed we faced invasion. That belief does not transform
the campaigns fought to our north into a single, existential
struggle that saved our country. To say this is not to belittle
those campaigns (several of my relatives fought in them),
but merely to see in hindsight things as they really were.
While Australian offshore territory was invaded, there was
no real threat to the Australian continent or system of
government in 1942, and the Axis powers were defeated
by military campaigns conducted thousands of miles from
our shores.
If there was ever a battle for Australia, it was the
scattered, pathetic but real resistance by some indigenous
bands to the British occupation of our continent. Sadly, this
resistance is subject to a similar sentimental exaggeration
to the one misleading Mr Lynn and so many others.
Dr Craig Wilcox
Sydney, 5 March 2015

United Service 66 (2) June 2015

Page 7

