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Welcome to this month’s issue of the electronic newsletter of the Royal United
Services Institute for Defence and Security Studies NSW, Inc the aim of which is to
provide members, stakeholders, and other interested parties up to date news of
our latest activities and events as well as selective information on defence issues.

In this issue:
Catch up with RUSI NSW past lectures online: p.2,
General Defence News: p.5,
Defence Exercises: p.8,
International Defence News p. 11

RUSI NSW members
A special welcome is extended to the following new members:
Mr Derek Luxford , Mr Martin Mok, and LTCOL Chad Sutton (Ret’d)

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 2/2021
I am honoured to write this introduction to our March RUSI NSW, and to encourage you to look
forward to the interesting activities that we are planning to offer from RUSI NSW as we emerge
into the vaccinated post COVID 19 environment.
The Anzac Memorial
The Anzac Memorial conducts three scheduled sessions with guided tours available, each of 1.5
hours duration from 10:00am – 11:30am; 12:30pm – 2:00pm and 2:30pm – 4:00pm on Monday
to Friday. Strict physical distancing and hygiene measures are being implemented to protect the
health of visitors and staff.
You must pre-register your visit by booking your session ticket online via Eventbrite. Provide your
name and contact details to support contact tracing. Arrive at the Memorial's green doors
opposite Elizabeth Street for the time you’ve booked and wait to be checked in by Memorial
staff.
If you just wish to visit the RUSI NSW Ursula Davidson Library, please contact Graham Brown, our
Office Manager on (02) 8262 2922 or Paul Irving, Acting Library Manager on 0412 284 550 to
arrange a suitable date/time.
The Ursula Davidson Library is recognized as a Library of national significance, and contains many
original and rare books maps and manuscripts dating back to when NSW had its own pre
Federation Military, through to current editions of the ADF newspapers.
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Can you help with our Library?
At present our RUSI NSW Library is staffed by volunteers, and we cannot cover a Friday or
weekend regular opening at this time. We would welcome your support, and one possible option
is that if you are over 55 yrs old but still registered for Centrelink, we may be able to negotiate
that you can meet your mutual obligations by committing to 15 hr per week of Library service
with RUSI NSW
Our Monthly Lecture Series
This year we have organized a coherent series of presentations in what has historically been
called our “Lunchtime lecture” series – so that our presenters have been selected around the
theme:-Improving Resilience – Implications for Defence and Security Studies” and all of our
lectures, once delivered, are available online for you to enjoy at any time at:https://www.rusi.org.au/RUSI-NSW-Lunch-Lectues .
I particularly commend to you to view the Jan 21 lecture by Dr Keith Suter (one of our significant
futurists) and the Feb 21 lecture by Commodore Vince Di Pietro CSC AM RAN (Ret’d). Keith ‘sets
the scene’ by exploring probable Australian futures and suggesting ways of coping with themwhilst Vince details the challenges to be met, and the learnings that can be gained, from his role
as NSW Govt appointed Disaster Recovery Co-ordinator for the NSW South Coast Bushfires
In March we have invited a very senior Govt Public Health officer to speak on the implications of
COVID 19 vaccinations being made available to all the Australian population, and the good news
for April 2021 includes:We plan to resume our ‘face to face’ lunchtime lecture program and we have secured the
services of the newly appointed NSW Resilience Commissioner Shane Fitsimmons to update it on
the role of the NSW Resilience Commission to deliver our April 2021 Lunchtime lecture.
Concluding Comments
I look forward to working with all members and supporters on the challenges of improving our
RUSI, and I invite your suggestions for improvement and/or your involvement. Please contact me
on- mhough5@gmail.com.
Thank you
Michael Hough

President RUSI NSW

08 Mar 2021

Calling for volunteers
We are still operating despite COVID restrictions. If you can commit a half-day or one day per
week, we are looking for more volunteers. Anyone with good office abilities or library training
would be most welcome to enquire. It is enjoyable work. If you have an interest in military
strategy, naval or air force matters, please consider joining the Library Committee that meets
monthly to review books for purchase.
Contact us on 8262 2922.
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Recent RUSI NSW Lectures – Catch up online
These lectures were recorded this year and can be viewed on YouTube or our Videos Page
Lunchtime Lecture (online) February 2021
Speaker: Commodore Vince di Pietro AM CSC RAN Ret'd
Subject: Resilience - the Recovery Phase
45 minutes

Lunchtime Lecture (online) January 2021
Speaker: Dr Keith Suter - Managing Director Global Directions
Subject: Improving resilience in Australia
46 minutes
Lunchtime Lecture (online) December 2020 Speaker: Herve Lemahieu
Subject: 2020 Sir Herman Black Year in Review Lecture - A Year of Crisis: Climate,
Coronavirus and China
37 minutes
Lunchtime Lecture (online) November 2020
Speaker: Major General Kath Campbell AO CSC
Subject: ADF's Response to the Bushfire and COVID Crises
20 minutes
Lunchtime Lecture (online) October 2020
Speaker: Senator Jim Molan AO DSC
Subject: The Next 100 Years
37 minutes
Lunchtime Lecture (online) September 2020
Speaker: Lieutenant Colonel Peter Sweeny RFD Ret'd
Subject: The Battle of the Bismarck Sea
22 minutes
Lunchtime Lecture (online) August 2020
Speaker: Dr Gorana Grgic
Subject: The state of trans-Atlantic relations: The United States and Europe
55 minutes
Lunchtime Lecture (online) July 2020
Speaker: Admiral Chris Barrie AC Ret'd
Subject: Why Climate Change is an Important Component of National Security
59 minutes
Lunchtime Lecture (online) June 2020
Speaker: Professor Tanya Monro
Subject: Defence "Star Shots" Benefitting Defence and the Community
29 minutes
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Ways to connect with RUSI NSW
Our website http://www.rusinsw.org.au/
LinkedIn group page - a great place to network https://www.linkedin.com/groups/3791242/
Defence's best kept secret: RUSI NSW on facebook https://www.facebook.com/RUSIDSSNSW/
Recordings of our past lectures

http://www.rusinsw.org.au/site/Videos.php

Subscribe to our YouTube channel http://www.rusinsw.org.au/YouTube
Books for sale list on our website: http://www.rusinsw.org.au/documents/Booksale.pdf

Latest Defence News
Reynolds to take medical leave, interim
replacement announced
On the 24 February, the government that announced
that Defence Minister Linda Reynolds will take a
period of leave following medical advice, and has
appointed an interim replacement to assume her
responsibilities in her absence.

Government revisits sexual harassment report as Payne decries the workplace
scourge
On 26 February the government says it is taking steps to implement more recommendations
from a report on sexual harassment in workplaces that it has been sitting on for almost a year,
while Defence Minister Linda Reynolds has been discharged from hospital. Defence Minister
Linda Reynolds has been discharged from hospital after spending two nights under observation
for a heart condition.

Defence’s continued commitment to Operation ARGOS
On 24 February the Australia government is deploying a Royal Australian Air Force P-8A Poseidon
maritime patrol aircraft in support of the international community’s goal of the complete,
verifiable and irreversible denuclearisation of North Korea. The aircraft will deploy on Operation
ARGOS, marking the first Australian Defence Force (ADF) contribution to the operation for 2021.
Operating out of Kadena Airbase in Japan, the Poseidon aircraft will conduct air borne
surveillance by monitoring and deterring illegal ship-to-ship transfers.
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Acting Defence Minister and Minister for Foreign
Affairs and Minister for Women, Senator the Hon
Marise Payne said Operation ARGOS demonstrated
Australia’s commitment to nuclear non-proliferation
and the global rules-based order. Chief of Joint
Operations Command, Lieutenant General Greg Bilton
AM, CSC said our maritime patrols support the
international sanctions enforcement program to
address illicit trade and sanctions evasion which in-turn
supports a secure East Asia and Indo-Pacific.
A Royal Australian Air Force P-8A
“Operation ARGOS is part of a multinational force with
Poseidon maritime patrol aircraft.
contributions from countries including Canada, France,
Credit: Bidgee.
Japan, New Zealand, the United Kingdom and the
United States,” Lieutenant General Bilton said.
The full report can be accessed here: Defence’s continued commitment to Operation ARGOS |
Department of Defence Ministers

US officials visit domestic manufacturing of explosive ordnance facilities
Representatives from the United States Department of Defense have this week of 26 February
visited the Australian-owned munitions production factories in Mulwala in NSW, and Benalla in
Victoria. Head Land Systems, Major General Andrew Bottrell said senior Defence representatives
from the Australian Army and the Capability Acquisition and Sustainment Group hosted
representatives from the US Embassy’s Office of Defense Co-operation at the two Governmentowned munitions factories over two days. “This visit builds on the outcomes we agreed at the
Australia-United States Ministerial (AUSMIN) consultations last year, to pursue options to
encourage bilateral defence trade and to advance initiatives that diversify and harness our
industry cooperation,” Major General Bottrell said. “The sites at Mulwala and Benalla have been
supplying the ADF and our partners with munitions for decades, and Defence is committed to
expanding their capability and that of the broader Australian industrial base to strengthen our
supply chain resilience for explosive ordnance and guided weapons.”
Office of Defense Cooperation Chief at the US Embassy, Colonel Chris Ingleton said the sites are
expansive and offer a broad range of products which the United States is interested in.
“US cooperation with Australia on production of 155mm projectiles is a key first step as we look
to expand to other ammunition and achieve mutually beneficial results that contribute to and
complement each of our industrial bases and operational readiness,” Colonel Ingleton said.
The full report can be accessed here: US officials visit domestic manufacturing of explosive
ordnance facilities | Defence News

HMAS Stirling continues to grow
It was first earmarked as a major naval base
in the late 1960s and the causeway was
built in 1973. Base construction finished in
1978 and the site commissioned
HMAS Stirling in the Royal Navy captain’s
honour, with a crest based on his family's
coat of arms. Also referred to as Fleet Base
West and incorporating all of Garden

HMAS Stirling and Fleet Base West in Western Australia
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Island, Stirling is the Indian Ocean Fleet base, under Australia’s 1987 two-ocean basing policy.
Today, this 10km by 1.5km slither of land is home to 12 major fleet units, including five Anzacclass frigates, six Collins-class submarines, an auxiliary oiler and a clearance diving team. The
base provides services such as ship repairs, logistics, research facilities and training. More than
70 other units and functions are based at the island, including the Submarine Training and
Systems Centre, a helicopter support facility, Defence Communications Station – Perth and Joint
Logistic Units – West. Commanding Officer HMAS Stirling Captain Ainsley Morthorpe said the
base’s proximity to Perth made it an ideal location.“A key strategic benefit for supporting the
fleet here and hosting a workforce of more than 3600 staff and their families is our ready access
to a modern and thriving city with its associated heavy industry, shipyards, schools and other
sophisticated facilities needed for modern ships and families,” Captain Morthorpe said.
The full report can be accessed here: HMAS Stirling continues to Accgrow | Defence News

General Defence News
Aircraft supports humanitarian relief operation in Fiji
In the wake of Tropical Cyclone Ana, a RAAF C-17A
Globemaster III delivered much needed humanitarian
relief supplies to Fiji to assist with recovery efforts.
Chief of Joint Operations Lieutenant General Greg Bilton
said he was proud of the ADF’s work this year to assist
Fiji following Tropical Cyclones Ana and Yasa. “Just as
Fiji stood by Australia in 2020 to support our emergency
bushfire response, Australia is proud to stand by our
Pacific family and work with our Fijian partners in their
recovery efforts,” Lieutenant General Bilton said. “It’s
been a truly joint effort with huge contributions from
all three services. “It’s one of our most important and satisfying missions.”
Air Force personnel from 23 Squadron load ballets of
humanitarian aid bound for Fiji onto a C-17A
Globemaster III at RAAF Base Amberley

The stores were delivered on February 15 via a contactless transfer with ADF members wearing
personal protective equipment on arrival in Fiji from RAAF Base Amberley.
Defence has proudly supported Fiji’s recovery efforts following the damaging impacts of the
recent Tropical Cyclones Yasa and Ana through Operation Fiji Assist. The full report can be
accessed here: https://news.defence.gov.au/international/aircraft-supports-humanitarian-reliefoperation-fiji

A truckload of thanks
In a show of appreciation for the support Papua
New Guinea (PNG) gave Australia during last
summer’s bushfires, HMAS Choules has delivered
five fire trucks, donated by the Queensland Fire
and Emergency Service (QFES), to the PNG Fire
Service.
Excited firefighters from the PNG Fire Service lined
the dock at Port Moresby to see the trucks arrive
this month. PNG Fire Service’s Chief Fire Officer
Roo thanked the QFES and the ADF for the

The ADF has delivered five fire trucks donated by the
Queensland Fire and Emergency Service to Port Moresby
Papua New Guinea
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delivery. “We’re extremely grateful to the Australian Defence staff in PNG, HMAS Choules, the
QFES and all others who have assisted in the donation of the fire trucks,” Chief Roo said. The
fire trucks were craned into HMAS Choules in Brisbane on February 14 for the voyage to Port
Moresby.
The full report can be accessed here: https://news.defence.gov.au/international/truckloadthanks

Show of capabilities improves understanding
A display of Townsville-based Army units'
capabilities on February 17 aimed to increase the
understanding among the units about the
equipment each unit uses. The display
on the parade ground of the 3rd Battalion, Royal
Australian Regiment, included a CH47 Chinook
helicopter, MRH90 Taipan helicopter, M1A1
Abrams tank, 45M Heavy Lift Recovery Vehicle
and a M777 A2 Howitzer. Weapons systems such
as the Mk 47 Striker Next Generation Lightweight
Automatic Grenade Launcher were also featured
along with surveillance and reconnaissance
equipment and minefield clearance equipment.

Army’s 3rd Combat Engineer Regiment displays it obstacle
breaching and minefield capabilities at Lavarack Barracks
Townsville

Commander of the 3rd Brigade Brigadier Kahlil Fegan addressed the gathered troops. He spoke
of the importance of combined arms warfighting within an agile, adaptive and dynamic
organisation.
The full report can be accessed here: https://news.defence.gov.au/capability/show-capabilitiesimproves-understanding

HMAS Sheean tours Tasmania
Royal Australian Navy submarine HMAS Sheean will visit Beauty Point in northern Tasmania
during the week of 26 February, the first in a series of port visits to the state. Navy Commander
of Submarines, Captain Doug Theobald CSC RAN, said the Collins Class submarine would visit four
Tasmanian ports in coming months, including Hobart, Burnie and Devonport. “This is a significant
event for Navy and for Tasmania. Sheean’s visit falls between maritime exercises in the area and
will provide a rare opportunity for Tasmanians to see one of their Navy’s highly capable and
regionally superior submarines,” Captain Theobald said. Her Majesty the Queen posthumously
awarded Ordinary Seaman Edward “Teddy” Sheean the Victoria Cross in August last year for
distinguished service in action during World War II. Navy’s fleet of submarines are home-ported
at Garden Island Rockingham, Western Australia.
The full report can be accessed here: https://news.defence.gov.au/media/media-releases/hmassheean-tours-tasmania
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Taking time to improve teamwork, motivation

Personnel from No 36 Squadrons orderly room at RAAF Base
Amberley

The orderly room team at Air Force’s No. 36
Squadron has introduced some novel
approaches to improving their workplace, with
positive results. The team is sharing those
initiatives in the lead-up to International
Women’s Day on March 8, with the theme
Women in leadership: Achieving an equal
future in a COVID-19 world. The personnel
capability specialists in the orderly room make
time throughout their work day to do
something they find mentally rewarding.

Corporal Jessica Angus said that ensured a
cohesive team environment. “We are encouraged to focus on tasks that we enjoy and have
become a more harmonious and productive team,” Corporal Angus said. “If we are passionate
and find a solution to a problem, or a better way of working, there’s nothing stopping us from
adjusting the process.” Following No. 36 Squadron’s Mental Health Safety Day late last year, the
team also has introduced self-care Thursday where each member spends an hour doing
something they find rewarding.
The full report can be accessed here: https://news.defence.gov.au/capability/taking-timeimprove-teamwork-motivation

A first for f-35A maintenance
Hot on the heels of Australia’s F-35A
Lightning II fleet achieving initial
operational capability, another important
sustainment milestone has been met. The
first F-35A aircraft has been inducted into
BAE Systems Australia’s maintenance
depot as part of the next major milestone
in the Joint Strike Fighter Program.
Capability Acquisition and Sustainment
Group’s Officer Commanding Air Combat
Systems Program Office Group Captain An F-35A Lightning II outside the BAE Systems maintenance hangar near
Allan Wherrett said key to retaining the F- RAAF Base Williamtown
35A as a deployable and viable air combat
capability was having an ongoing, Australian-based aircraft maintenance and upgrade
capability. “You can’t continue to have a world-class fighter jet in the F-35A without the
necessary maintenance and modification support to keep them effective in the skies,” Group
Captain Wherrett said. “With the first RAAF F-35A aircraft being inducted into BAE Systems
Australia’s air vehicle maintenance, repair, overhaul and upgrade facility at Williamtown,
Australia is now well-positioned to keep our F-35A fleet at peak capability.” The facility will not
only maintain and modify Australia’s F-35A aircraft, but could also do the same for other F-35
operating nations.
The full report can be accessed here: https://news.defence.gov.au/capability/first-f-35amaintenance
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Defence Exercises
Minehunters flex muscles during exercise
HMA Ships Gascoyne and Diamantina flexed their
mine-hunting muscles during the week of 26
February during the first phase of their Fleet
Certification Period in Jervis Bay. The Huon-class
minehunters have been conducting mine-hunting
and laying exercises, as well as putting their crews
through their paces in engineering, damage control
and ship handling exercises.
Hosted annually, Fleet Certification Period is a HMAS Gascoyne conducts mine-hunting exercises in Jervis
chance for RAN ships to participate in war games to Bay as part of its Fleet Certification Period
certify them for deployment. Sub Lieutenant
Stephen Joyce, who was recently awarded his platform endorsement on board Gascoyne, said
the training had been invaluable. Gascoyne and Diamantina are due to deploy to northern
Tasmania for phase two of the Fleet Certification Period, where they will be tasked with lowtarget strength mines in some of Australia’s most difficult mine hunting conditions.
The full report can be accessed here: https://news.defence.gov.au/capability/minehunters-flexmuscles-during-exercise

Australian, United States and Japan conclude Exercise Cope North 21
Forces from Australia, the United States and
Japan have successfully completed the annual
trilateral Exercise Cope North. The exercise was
held at the United States’ Andersen Air Force
Base in Guam from 3 to 19 February 2021.
Commander of the Australian Task Group, Group
Captain Nathan Christie said Exercise Cope North
demonstrates our shared commitment and
vision for a secure and stable Indo-Pacific region.
Wing Commander Stuart Wheal, left, United States Air Force
Commander Lieutenant Colonel Christopher Denzer and Japan
Air Self-Defense Force Commander Major Kenji Hoka during
Exercise Cope North 21.

“This exercise is an important opportunity for
our three nations, individually and collectively,
to develop our capability to deliver air and space
power as part of a combined and interoperable

force,” Group Captain Christie said.
“Equally, as the world continues to grapple with the effects of COVID-19 and a range of natural
disasters, exercises such as Cope North enhance our collective humanitarian assistance and
disaster relief preparedness. “They also demonstrate Australia’s focus on enhancing the bonds
between our three nations, and are testament to the strength and adaptability of the trilateral
partnership.”
More than 2,000 military personnel and around 95 aircraft from the Royal Australian Air Force,
United States Air Force, United States Navy, United States Marine Corps and Japan Air SelfDefense Force participated in Cope North 2021. Australia’s contribution to the exercise included
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around 170 personnel, an E-7A Wedgetail, a KC-30A Multi-Role Tanker Transport, a Contingency
Response Squadron and operational headquarters staff.
The full report can be accessed here: https://news.defence.gov.au/media/mediareleases/australian-united-states-and-japan-conclude-exercise-cope-north-21

Herculean effort ensures show goes on
An Air Force C-130J Hercules will be making
two 4600km return trips across the Tasman
Sea to ensure the RAAF’s part in this year’s
Wings Over Wairarapa air show in New
Zealand will go on despite the coronavirus
pandemic. The RAAF Hercules will
participate in the show’s practice day on
Friday, February 26, and the air display on
Saturday, February 27, flying from and
returning to RAAF Base Richmond in
Sydney’s north-west.
The Hercules’ crew will conduct an ‘initial An Air Force c-130J Hercules from 37 Squadron takes off from RAAF
and pitch’ before the crowds at Hood Base Amberley
Aerodrome on New Zealand’s North Island,
before landing the aircraft on the runway and coming to a stop. The crew will then reverse the
Hercules back along the runway, and take off for the return flight to Australia. The RAAF crew will
not be exiting the aircraft in New Zealand to mitigate any risks associated with COVID-19.
Temporary Commanding Officer of No. 37 Squadron Squadron Leader John Ayers said the
participation in the air show would demonstrate the RAAF’s capabilities.
The full report can be accessed here: Herculean effort ensures show goes on | Defence News

Exploding into 2021
This year started with a bang for the 1st
Regiment, Royal Australian Artillery, with their
annual High Explosive Week in the Wide Bay
Training Area allowing most of their gunners to
qualify on a series of weapons used by the
artillery on operations. With new soldiers in the
regiment, training started at the basic level and
progressed through various in-service weapons,
including the 9mm Self-Loading Pistol, 84mm Carl
Gustaf, 66mm Rocket Launcher, MAG 58 Machine
Gun, 40mm Grenade Launcher Attachment and
A soldier from the 1st Regiment, Royal Australian Artillery, fires
Claymore. Joint Fires Team Commander Captain
a MAG 58 General Support Machine Gun during live training at
Lachlan Colquhoun said the training was an
Wide Bay Training Area, Queensland,
important step in developing junior
gunners at the regiment. “This is the basis of the gunline’s survivability on the battlefield, it’s
fundamental to our warfighting skills,” Captian Colquhoun said.
The full report can be accessed here: Exploding into 2021 | Defence News
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International
A number of international organisations publish excellent material on issues which impact on our
region. The following reports are recommended.
The Strategist is the commentary and analysis site of the Australian Strategic Policy Institute, an
independent, non-partisan think tank based in Canberra. The Strategist aims to provide ideas on
Australia’s critical defence and strategic policy choices as well as encourage and facilitate
discussion and debate among the strategic and Australian public. The views expressed on The
Strategist are those of the individual authors and don’t represent the views of ASPI or the
institutions to which the authors are attached.
In the 25 February issue of the Strategist there
are 3 articles entitled which are of interest:
Biden’s first 30 days were easy. Now comes the
hard part by Michael Shoebridge who is the
director of the defence, strategy and national
security program at ASPI. The article opens with
US President Joe Biden has hit the ground
running. In his first two days in office, he signed
17 executive orders – more than any previous US
President over the same period.
The article can be obtained here: Biden’s first 30 days were easy. Now comes the hard part

Gauging the real risks of China’s new coastguard law by Ryan D Martinson who is the researcher
in the China Maritime Studies at the US Naval War
College. The article opens with Since its October release
in draft form, China’s new coastguard law has been the
subject of dozens of news reports and analyses. Maritime
law enforcement legislation rarely attracts such
international attention.
The article can be obtained here: Gauging the real risks
of China’s new coastguard law | The Strategist
(aspistrategist.org.au)

Xi Jinping’s conception of socialism by Charlie Lyons
Jones who is a researcher with ASPI’s defence, strategy
and national security program. The article opens with
Is Xi Jinping more Hitlerian or Stalinist in his view of
Chinese socialism? The answer to that question is
important because it bears on the policy choices China’s
adversaries will need to make. The article can be
accessed here: https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/xijinpings-conception-of-socialism/
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About the Royal United Services Institute for Defence and Security
Studies, NSW Inc

Founded as the United Service Institution of New South Wales in 1888, the Royal United Services
Institute for Defence and Security Studies, NSW (or RUSI NSW) is one of seven self-governing
constituent bodies of the Royal United Services Institute for Defence and Security Australia
Limited.
The aim of RUSI NSW is to promote informed debate on, and to improve public awareness and
understanding of, defence and national security. To this end, RUSI NSW:
•
•
•

•
•
•

educates the public about Australia’s defence and national security;
publishes a highly-respected professional journal;
provides a forum for the discussion of defence and security issues by conducting regular
lectures, seminars conferences workshops and visits to defence and security
establishments;
provides professional development programs;
operates a public library, specialising in defence and security literature dating from the
late 18th century to the current day; and
conducts social and networking functions for members

Members and visitors are encouraged to use the library facilities for reading or research. The
library is open on Monday to Thursday from 1000h to 1600h and for Researchers by
appointment.
The RUSI’s office and the Ursula Davidson Library are now located in the Centenary Extension of
the Anzac Memorial, Hyde Park South, with access from Liverpool Street – close to Museum
railway station, buses and car parking stations.
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