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Introduction  
 

Welcome to this month’s issue of the electronic newsletter of the Institute 
for Defence and Security Studies NSW, the aim of which is to provide 
members, stakeholders, and other interested parties up to date news of our 
latest activities and events as well as selective information on defence 
issues.   
 
There is no charge to receive this newsletter electronically and recipients are 
not required to be a member of the Institute.  Invite your colleagues to receive this 
newsletter by going to the newsletter page on the Institute’s website 
http://www.rusinsw.org.au/Newsletter  where they can register their email contact details. 
 
 

Latest News  

Minister for Defence – Statement on the United States Presidential election 
 
The following statement was made by the Minister for Defence, Senator Marise Payne, on 9 
November 2016 
 
”I congratulate Donald Trump on becoming the United States President-elect.  The Australia-
United States Alliance has been through changes of government on both sides of the Pacific 
over the past 65 years and has continued to strengthen and grow.  I would like to 
acknowledge the strong relationship that I have developed with US Secretary of Defense Ash 
Carter and I look forward to continuing the relationship through the transition period and 
with the new administration.  As outlined in the 2016 Defence White Paper, the US 
continues to be Australia’s most important strategic partner through our long-standing 
Alliance. For the past 70 years, the strong presence of the United States has underpinned the 
stability of our region.  As we have for 100 years, Australian and United States forces are 
working side-by-side, including in the Middle East, to counter shared threats and to support 
global stability. 
 
I look forward to working with the current United States administration and the new Trump 
administration following inauguration in pursuit of our common interests and shared goals.” 

Minister for Defence – Interview on ABC AM – US Alliance  
 
On 11 November 2016 the Minister for Defence was interviewed on ABC AM, the focus of 
which was the alliance with the US and the possible impact with the President-elect Donald 
Trump.    
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In answer to the following question, “ Sure, but he does say for instance that the US 
shouldn’t be paying to be the world’s policeman. For us that will have ramifications, won’t 
it?” the Minister answered:  
 
“Well Australia, I think, is in a relatively strong position in that regard. Our contribution is 
very much valued, very highly regarded. The best current example I think would be our 
engagement in the international coalition to fight Daesh in the Middle East and repeatedly, 
whether it is from interlocutors or from our military counterparts, we are advised that the 
contribution we are making is a very strong one and in fact is a value-add. I think that we 
start on a very good basis with the new administration in that regard. We have decades and 
decades of working together. The Prime Minister and the President-elect had a very 
constructive conversation yesterday which reflected precisely on the importance of the 
Alliance, which reflected precisely on the value of those relationships.” 
 
The full transcript can be accessed at 
http://www.minister.defence.gov.au/2016/11/11/minister-for-defence-interview-on-abc-
am/ 

Minister for Defence – The fourth Indonesia-Australia Foreign and Defence 
Ministers 2+2 Dialogue 

On 27 October 2016 a Joint Communique on the fourth Indonesia-Australia Foreign and 
Defence Ministers 2+2 Dialogue was issued.  The introduction follows and the full 
Communique can be accessed at: 
http://www.minister.defence.gov.au/2016/10/27/minister-for-defence-the-fourth-
indonesia-australia-foreign-and-defence-ministers-22-dialogue/ 
 
“JOINT COMMUNIQUE 
 

 Her Excellency Retno L.P. Marsudi, Indonesian Minister for Foreign Affairs 

 His Excellency Ryamizad Ryacudu, Indonesian Minister for Defence 

 The Honourable Julie Bishop, MP, Australian Minister for Foreign Affairs 

 Senator the Honourable Marise Payne, Australian Minister for Defence 
 
We, the Indonesian and Australian Foreign Affairs and Defence Ministers met in Bali for the 
fourth 2+2 Dialogue on 27 October 2016. The dialogue was held in a spirit of friendship, 
openness and a common purpose to strengthen political and security cooperation as 
envisaged in the Lombok Treaty 2006.  We had a wide-ranging exchange of views on bilateral 
as well as regional and global issues of shared strategic concern. We also reviewed the 
progress of bilateral relations that has taken a better shape and grown stronger.” 

Australia and France to strengthen Defence relationship 
 
On 26 October 2016, the Minister for Defence, Senator the Hon Marise Payne, and her 
French counterpart, Minister Jean-Yves Le Drian, agreed to strengthen the Australia-France 
defence relationship by establishing formal annual Australia-France Defence Ministers 
meetings. 
 
Minister Payne said Australia and France have a close and long-standing Defence 
relationship, based on shared interests in contributing to the rules-based global order and 

http://www.minister.defence.gov.au/2016/11/11/minister-for-defence-interview-on-abc-am/
http://www.minister.defence.gov.au/2016/11/11/minister-for-defence-interview-on-abc-am/
http://www.minister.defence.gov.au/2016/11/11/minister-for-defence-interview-on-abc-am/
http://www.minister.defence.gov.au/2016/10/27/minister-for-defence-the-fourth-indonesia-australia-foreign-and-defence-ministers-22-dialogue/
http://www.minister.defence.gov.au/2016/10/27/minister-for-defence-the-fourth-indonesia-australia-foreign-and-defence-ministers-22-dialogue/
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strong cooperation in the Pacific.  “Building on these links, and in light of the cooperation 
that we will have for decades to come under the Future Submarine Program, we will 
establish formal Defence Ministers meetings,” Minister Payne said.  “In partnership with 
DCNS and Lockheed Martin Australia, Australia is now positioned to design a submarine that 
meets our unique capability requirements. Australia and France already have a close 
bilateral defence relationship, which will be further strengthened through Australia’s Future 
Submarine Program,” Minister Payne said. 
 
In the sidelines of the Counter-Daesh meeting in Paris today, Minister Payne also took part in 
separate bilateral calls with her UK and Italian counterparts. 

Address by the Minister for Defence on Maritime Operations in the Littoral  
 
The following is an extract from the address given by the Minister for Defence on 20 October 
to a seminar on “Maritime Operations in the Littoral” 
 
‘So the development of our amphibious capability and the ability to operate as a joint force 
are two factors that will heavily influence the effectiveness of our operations in the littoral.  
By definition, the littoral includes the areas seaward of the coast which are susceptible to 
influence from the land—and the areas inland from the coast which are susceptible to 
influence from the sea.   So logically, defence operations in the littoral demand effective 
joint operations. And so while we talk about maritime operations in the littoral, it is 
important that we also consider this as a joint endeavour. 
 
The 2016 Defence White Paper was launched only in February this year, although that does 
seem a long time ago on the 2016 timescale. The Defence White Paper set out three 
Strategic Interests to guide our defence planning and they are: 

 A secure, resilient Australia. Defence to be provided with the resources it needs to 
act independently to defend Australia’s air, sea and northern approaches. 

 A secure nearer region, including maritime South East Asia and the South Pacific. 

 And a stable Indo-Pacific region and rules-based global order that supports our 
interests. 
 

Our region is the most vibrant in the world. It is home to half the world’s population, the 
three largest economies, and 12 of the G20 member nations.  It is a hub of trade: of the 
world’s busiest ports nine out of 10 – and 16 out of the top 20 – are located in the Indo-
Pacific.  Instability in the region would threaten Australia’s security and our vital and growing 
economic relationships.  In Australia, more than 80 per cent of Australians live within 50 km 
of the coast.  Indeed, as Dr Peter Dean of the Australian National University’s Strategic and 
Defence Studies Centre has observed, 75 per cent of the population in the Indo-Pacific live 
within 200km of the coast. 
 
Clearly, littoral areas of our region are not only extensive. Our ability to operate effectively is 
vital to ensuring we can defend Australia and protect our interests in our immediate region. 
And I reference again our three Strategic Interests as outlined in the Defence White Paper.  
Now, not for one second, before I set anyone’s hearts palpitating, do I suggest that the need 
for blue water operations to keep our sea lines of communication open will diminish in the 
current strategic environment.   
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But, the reality is that the range of potential operational requirements in the littoral is 
indeed very broad.  It’s a range of requirements that continues to grow, particularly as the 
Government and the population turn to the ADF to fulfill more non-traditional, non-
warfighting roles. Therefore, our ability to operate effectively in the littoral is fundamental 
to the ADF’s ability to seize the opportunities and respond to challenges over the coming 
decades, and the Defence White Paper set out our plans and our observations in great 
detail, over the first decade from 2016 and more broadly over the second decade. 
 
The full transcript of the Ministers address on this very important area of the ADF’s 
operations can be accessed http://www.minister.defence.gov.au/2016/10/20/minister-for-
defence-maritime-operations-in-the-littoral-the-ministers-perspective-adfa-canberra-0920-
20-oct-2016/ 

 

Institute News  
  

Upcoming RUSI NSW Events  
 
Tuesday 29 November 2016  Greg Sheridan AO, Foreign 
Editor, The Australian - "Sir Herman Black Lecture - 2016 the 
year in review."  
Greg Sheridan grew up in Sydney, attending Macquarie and 
Sydney Universities. He first worked at The Bulletin in 1979 
before joining The Australian in 1984.  Greg has worked in 
Beijing, Washington and Canberra before becoming The 
Australian's foreign editor in 1992. Greg specialises in Asian politics and has written four 
books on this topic plus a book on Australian-US relations.  In the 2016 Queen's Birthday 
Honours List Mr Sheridan, was appointed an officer (AO) in the general division of the Order 
of Australia for distinguished service to print media as a journalist and political commentator 
on foreign affairs and national security, and to Australia’s bilateral relationships. 
 
This will be held at Sydney Mechanics’ School of Arts, Level 1 280 Pitt Street, Sydney – start 
1pm.  Attendance fees: Members $10.00; Non-members $15.00. Pre-event registration is 
unnecessary.  
 
Tea/coffee is available before the lecture at no cost.  Sandwich lunch is also available from 
12 noon (cost: $8.00), but it must be ordered through the office (9393 2325) by 2 pm on the 
day before the lecture. 
 
  

http://www.minister.defence.gov.au/2016/10/20/minister-for-defence-maritime-operations-in-the-littoral-the-ministers-perspective-adfa-canberra-0920-20-oct-2016/
http://www.minister.defence.gov.au/2016/10/20/minister-for-defence-maritime-operations-in-the-littoral-the-ministers-perspective-adfa-canberra-0920-20-oct-2016/
http://www.minister.defence.gov.au/2016/10/20/minister-for-defence-maritime-operations-in-the-littoral-the-ministers-perspective-adfa-canberra-0920-20-oct-2016/
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Tuesday 6 December 2016  Buffet Christmas Lunch, 
Victoria Barracks, Officers Mess.   
 
Bookings are essential through the Institute’s office on 
9393 2325 or email: office@rusinsw.org.au   Click here for 
Flyer 
 
$65  includes canapés, buffet lunch, desert, table wines, 
coffee and cheese platter. 
 
RSVP: 28 November 2016 - all payment and bookings to be completed by this date.  
Click here to pay by Credit card via PayPal   (will include a surcharge) 
12.30pm arrival to the Ante Room for canapés and bar open (purchase own drinks). 
1.30pm Seating for Buffet lunch in the Dining room.   
 
Please be aware that photo ID will be required - special arrangements have been made for 
our access to the Barracks. 
 
Special arrangements have been made for our access to the Barracks.  Attendees who are 
arriving by bus, taxi or on foot can enter Victoria Barracks via the Oxford Street Gate.  Please 
note that wheelchair and vehicle access to Victoria Barracks is only via the Moore Park Road 
entrance.  
 
Tuesday 13 December 2016  Professor Daniel Marston BA (Hons) MA (McGill) DPhil (Oxon.) 

FRHistS. Professor of Military Studies and Principal of the Military and 
Defence Studies Program at the Australian Command and Staff College, 
ANU College of Asia and the Pacific  

Subject: "The return of Mars and Minerva: The Art of War and 
professional military education."  
Daniel Marston holds a Professorship in Military Studies and is also the 
Principal of the Military and Defence Studies Program at the Australian 
Command & Staff College in Canberra. He previously held the Ike 
Skelton Distinguished Chair of the Art of War at the US Army Command 
and General Staff College. He has been a Visiting Fellow, on multiple 
occasions, with the Leverhulme Changing Character of War Program at 

the University of Oxford. He was previously a Senior Lecturer in War Studies at the Royal 
Military Academy Sandhurst. He has been working with the USA, USMC, and British Army in 
Iraq and Afghanistan since 2006. His research focuses on the topic of how armies learn and 
reform. His first book Phoenix from the Ashes, an in-depth assessment of how the 
British/Indian Army turned defeat into victory in the Burma campaign of the Second World 
War, won the Field Marshal Templer Medal Book Prize in 2003. The second volume, The 
Indian Army and the End of the Raj, was Runner Up for the Templer Medal in 2014. He 
completed his doctorate in the history of war at Balliol College, Oxford University, and is a 
Fellow of the Royal Historical Society. 
 
This will be held at Sydney Mechanics’ School of Arts, Level 1 280 Pitt Street, Sydney – start 
time: 1pm.    
 

  

Image source: ANU 

http://www.rusinsw.org.au/documents/2016_Christmas_Lunch_Flyer.pdf
http://www.rusinsw.org.au/documents/2016_Christmas_Lunch_Flyer.pdf
http://www.rusinsw.org.au/datacap/function_pay.asp?functionname=2016+Christmas+Lunch&functiondat=6+December+2016&membercost=65&nonmembercost=65
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Recent Past Events of the Institute   
 

 

Images - (clockwise from top left) 
Presenters: Paul Irving,  Bryce Fraser, 
John Hitchen, Ron Lyons and Peter 
Sweeney.   
 

Questions from the audience 
contributed to the seminar. 
 

[Images by John Hutcheson] 
 

Monday 26 September 2016   Military History Seminar “The 1916 Somme and Sinai 
Campaigns Centenary Seminar”  
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Upcoming Events by other Organisations  
 
20 February – 18 March 2017   RUSI-NSW military historian and battlefield guide, Dennis 
Weatherall, will be leading a Anglo/Zulu & Boer War Battlefield Journey commencing in 
Johannesburg 20 February 2017 of 20 nights an 21 days concluding in Johannesburg 18 
March 2017.  This journey is heavily flavoured with Australian content and there will be an 
official unveiling of a memorial to the all who perished in the battle at Leeuwkop by Dr Tony 
Stimson, grandson of Captain A E Norton DSO of the 4th SAIB. The tour will be conducted by 
Battlefields of the World.  Tour details, including daily itineraries and costs, can be viewed at:  
https://battlefieldsoftheworld.com.au/anglo-zulu-boer-war-journey/. Enquiries: Dennis 
Weatherall T: 02 9520 6023; M: 0428 280 536; E: dweatherall_eng@bigpond.com. 
 
 12–13 May 2017 – 2 Day Conference at Gallipoli Barracks Brisbane – War in the Sand Pit - 
Perspectives and Lessons from Australia’s War in Afghanistan and Iraq 2001-2014  
 
In the wake of al-Qaeda’s attacks on the United States in September 2001 Australia 
embarked on a military-led campaign in Afghanistan and Iraq.  But few, if any, envisaged it 
would turn out to be Australia’s longest war. How did this happen? This conference, drawing 
on key participants and decision makers, explores how it came about that between 2001 and 
2014 over 50,000 members of the Australian Defence Force fought in the Middle East Area 
of Operations.  A select group of key participants and decision makers in the events of that 
period are gathering together to place into the public record different perspectives and 
responses to many questions for the benefit of history and scholarship. This nationally 
significant event is not to be missed.  

Images clockwise from top left: 
Chris Jenkins presenting his 
lecture.   Chris Jenkins speaking 
with various audience members 
after his lecture.  
Immediate past president David 
Leece, President Paul Irving and 
Chris Jenkins.  
[Images by John Hutcheson] 

Tuesday 25 October 2016  Presentation by Chris Jenkins, Director and Chief 
Executive Officer Thales “Australian Defence Industry”   
 

mailto:dweatherall_eng@bigpond.com
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The conference includes a gathering of an impressive array of speakers involved first hand at 
the national, operational and tactical levels.   Speakers include Robert Hill, Ric Smith, Dan 
McDaniel, Mick Ryan, Chris Westwood, Anthony Rawlins, Peter Jones, Warren Jolly, Col 
Speedie, David Savage, Michael Crane, Mick Lehmann, Peter Daniel, Dan Marston, Garth 
Pratten, William Maley, Peter Leahy and John Blaxland.  Session chairs include Karen 
Middleton, Ben Roberts-Smith, John Cantwell, Jim Molan, Alan Ryan and Craig Stockings.  
 
This event is proudly sponsored by Military History and Heritage Victoria, the Strategic and 
Defence Studies Centre (in the Bell School, College of Asia and the Pacific at the Australian 
National University), and the Returned and Services League Queensland Branch.  
 
For more information and to register for the Conference go to mhhv.org.au 
 
July & September 2017 BHA 2017 Tours  
 

 Walking Australian Battlefields on the Western Front 
The itinerary for this tour of 10 days includes Waterloo, Fromelles, Menin Gate, 
Pozieres, Bullecourt, Passchendaele, Villers-Bretonneux, Le Hamel, Mont St Quentin, 
and Amiens 
The inclusions are: 
• economy class flights into Brussells and out of Paris 
• 3.5/4 ,twin share accomodation, 
• breakfast and lunch daily 
• transport each day and airport transfers 
• a local guide/driver 
The evening meal is specifically excluded to give the guests the opportunity to 
explore the culinary delights of the towns and villages in France and Belgium on their 
own.  The tour is scheduled for July 2017 and the cost, to be confirmed early next 
year, is estimated to be $A7,000. 
 

 Walking Australian Battlefields of the Malaya/Singapore Campaign of 1942 
The itinerary for this tour of 7-8 days includes Slim River, Gemas, Gemencheh Bridge,  
Muar River, Bakri, Parit Sulong/Johor Baru, Singapore Island Defences, Surrender Site 
and Changi 
Inclusions/exclusions are similar to the tour above and the tour is scheduled for 
September 2017 and the cost, to be confirmed early next year, is estimated to be 
$A6,500. 

 
For further details:   
enquiries@battle-honours.com.au 0438 871 714    www.battle-honours.com.au  

 

Offer to ex-Defence people to join the Royal Automobile Club 
 
Here’s news for every serving and ex service member.  There is a perception that 
membership of the Royal Australian Automobile Club (RACA), which incorporates the 
Imperial Services Club, is for officers only.  That is wrong!  All service people past and 
present are welcome to join.  The RACA has recently introduced a very special membership 
for service and ex service people, for example, the entry fee of $250 is waived and the 
annual subscription of $1275 is halved to $640.  The Club has a superb position at Circular 
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Quay, 24/7 access to the gymnasium, valet parking (the only club in Sydney to have this), 
and a wide range of Club facilities and activities including bridge and snooker. Further, here’s 
a special plus, you can cancel your NRMA road service because RACA membership gives you 
personal NRMA Service free, no matter what car you are driving or even if you are just a 
passenger in any vehicle!  You can access the Club’s over 200 reciprocal private members 
clubs around the world.  You can save your annual subs in a couple of days by using these 
clubs when travelling. 
 
Call the RACA on (02) 82732300 for an application form. 
 
 

General Defence News  
Australian Defence Force pauses to 
remember 
 
On 11 November as Australians paused to 
remember more than a century of military 
service, another group of service men and 
women were preparing to deploy on overseas 
operations. 
 
Chief of the Defence Force, Air Chief Marshal 
Mark Binskin and Australian Defence Force 
personnel joined local communities around the 
country on that morning to honour all those 
who have suffered, sacrificed or given their lives in their service to our nation.   
“Today as we remember the fallen we also recognise the 2,300 service men and women who 
are deployed on operations and peacekeeping around the world. Like those before them, 
they are making an important contribution to our safety and security,” Air Chief Marshal 
Binskin said.  Later today, family and friends will formally farewell around 300 Darwin and 
Adelaide based personnel as they prepare to deploy to Iraq.  “The men and women of Task 
Group Taji 4 take up the Building Partner Capacity mission at a crucial time but they are 
highly skilled and well equipped for their mission.   I know they will serve our nation with the 
same courage and pride as their forebears.” 
 
Australian Defence Force personnel are currently deployed as part of the international effort 
to combat the Daesh terrorist threat in Iraq and Syria and in Afghanistan where they 
continue to work with NATO partners to train, advise and assist the Afghan security forces. 
The ADF is also contributing to security, peacekeeping missions around the world. 
 
“Each of them has family waiting anxiously for them at home – just as Australian families did 
more than 100 years ago.” 

 
Australia, Japan, U.S. Sign Trilateral Information Sharing Arrangement 
 
On 28 October representatives of the Australian Department of Defence, Japan Ministry of 
Defense and the U.S. Department of Defense signed a Trilateral Information Sharing 
Arrangement (TISA) to further strengthen defence cooperation.  Officials of defence 
authorities of the three countries met in Honolulu, Hawaii together with representatives of 

Australian Army soldiers from Task Group Taji 4 march past 
the reviewing dais during the Operation Okra pre-
deployment farewell parade at Robertson Barracks in the 
Northern Territory on 11 November 2016 
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diplomatic authorities, for the eighth trilateral Security and Defence Cooperation Forum 
where the TISA was signed. 
 
The TISA will further enhance the strategic trilateral relationship and support peace and 
stability in the Asia Pacific by expediting information sharing to enable higher capability 
defence exercises and operations among the three nations, taking into account situational 
awareness in the region.  At the trilateral dialogue, officials pledged to enhance trilateral 
defence cooperation on maritime security and humanitarian assistance and disaster relief 
and continue to conduct high capability military exercises.  The officials reaffirmed their 
strategic goals and commitment for trilateral cooperation to further peace and security in 
the Asia Pacific. 
 

Australia’s first flying squadrons celebrate centenary milestone 
 
On 28 October 2016, Air Force marked the Centenary of Australia’s first flying squadrons, 
Numbers 1, 2, 3 and 4 Squadrons (1916 – 2016) with both ceremony and celebration at RAAF 
Base Williamtown, NSW.  With the theme Celebrating the Centenary of Australia’s First 
Flying Squadrons, the official program commenced with a full Colours Parade. 
 
The Officer-In-Charge of the Centenary Planning Committee, Group Captain Terry van Haren 
DSM, said it was an important event and a significant milestone in the Australian Defence 
Force history.  “Centenary celebrations have been simple, yet elegant acknowledgments of 
the contributions and achievements of Number 1, 2, 3 and 4 Squadrons throughout the last 
100 years. Building on Air Force’s earliest 
beginnings, with the formation of the 
Australian Flying Corps, Air Force has 
transitioned into the modern integrated 
force that we know today.” 
 
Group Captain van Haren said that whilst 
the day showcased the innovation and 
evolution of ‘Air Power’, celebrations 
centered on currently serving members, 

veterans and families. 
“Importantly, Centenary events have 
brought into focus the dedication, 
commitment, sacrifice and exemplary service of Army and Air Force personnel past and 
present highlighting the enduring spirit of mateship, with the opportunity to come together 
as one, in celebration of a proud history that continues with ongoing operations today,” 
Group Captain van Haren said.                                                                                                                                         
 
“Today’s celebrations have also provided the opportunity to thank Defence family members 
for ‘their’ Service – acknowledging the important contributions of parents, grandparents, 
spouses and children and the support they have provided and continue to provide serving 
personnel.” 
 
Attending the event were personnel and staff at RAAF Base Williamtown and their families, 
veterans and their families, as well as a contingent of Number 1 Squadron personnel from 
RAAF Base Amberley; making the journey to Williamtown to join in official Centenary 

An F/A-18 Hornet flys over the No 1, 2, 3 and 4 Squadron 
Centenary parade held at RAAF Base Williamtown. Mid-Caption 
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festivities.  The parade flypasts featured current Royal Australian Air Force aircraft types as 
well as historic warbirds – in acknowledgement of this significant milestone in Army, Air 
Force and Australian Defence Force history.  Following the parade, invited guests enjoyed 
static displays and a flying program showcasing the Squadrons’ rich history in flying combat.  
 

Chief of the Defence Force hosts top level Indonesian military contingent 
 
The Chief of the Defence Force, Air Chief Marshal Mark Binskin, and senior Australian 
Defence Force officers hosted their Indonesian counterparts during a high level military 
engagement in Canberra on 25 October. 

 
On his first visit to Australia as the 
Indonesian National Armed Forces 
Commander, General Gatot 
Nurmantyo was accompanied by seven 
senior Indonesian military 
representatives.  Air Chief Marshal 
Binskin said the size of delegation 
demonstrated the commitment to 
strengthening people-to-people links 
between Indonesia and Australia.   
“We value our friendship with 
Indonesia and recognise that strong 
peer-to-peer relationships across our 
respective defence forces are an 
important factor in maintaining mutual 

trust and cooperation.” 
 
General Nurmantyo and Air Chief Marshal Binskin signed a Joint Statement on Defence 
Cooperation.  “As neighbours we share maritime borders and a common interest in 
promoting regional security.  The statement reflects our shared desire to broaden and 
strengthen our cooperation in priority areas, including counter terrorism; maritime security; 
humanitarian assistance and disaster relief; peacekeeping; and intelligence,” Air Chief 
Marshal Binskin said.  “The statement confirms our intent to broaden and strengthen the 
bilateral defence relationship and will build on the strong engagement program we already 
enjoy with Indonesia across all three services.  “HMAS Darwin and KRI Usman Harun 
conducted a passage exercise in February en route to the Indian Naval Fleet Review while 
HMAS Anzac joined Exercise Komodo in April and the TNI-AL participated in Exercise Kakadu 
off Darwin in September.   
 
“Darwin also hosted over 130 Indonesian Air Force personnel, five F-16 and two C-130 
aircraft during Exercise Pitch Black and the 2016 iteration of Exercise WIRRA JAYA was the 
largest bilateral Army exercise in over a decade,” Air Chief Marshal Binskin said. 
 

Defence Exercises  
Exercise Bersama Lima 16 wraps up 
 
Australia’s longest standing regional security exercise, Bersama Lima 16, drew to a close on 
24 October.  The Five Power Defence Arrangements (FPDA) exercise was conducted in 

Commander-in-Chief of the Indonesian National Defense Force General 
Gatot Nurmantyo and Chief of Defence Force Air Marshal Mark Binskin, 
AC, during a counterpart visit at Russell Offices, Canberra, on 25 October 
2016.  
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Malaysia, Singapore and over the South 
China Sea, and involved air, maritime and 
land elements from the five member nations; 
Australia, Malaysia, New Zealand, Singapore 
and the United Kingdom.  The Commander of 
the Australian Contingent, Wing Commander 
Gregory Jervis, said all the Australian Force 
elements gained significant training value 
from the exercise.  “The Australian 
contingent has enjoyed the interoperability 

opportunities from working with other Five 
Power Defence Arrangements nations to 
achieve exercise objectives,” he said  “Navy 
gained enormous benefit from operating in a 

congested maritime environment with partner navies, and Army and Air Force have come 
away with valuable outcomes from working within combined Command and Control 
environments.” 
 
Approximately 520 Australian Defence Force personnel participated in Bersama Lima 16, 
along with RAN ships HMAS Warramunga and HMAS Yarra.  The RAAF contingent consisted 
of F/A-18A Hornet fighter attack aircraft, an AP-3C Orion maritime patrol aircraft, an E-7A 
Wedgetail command and control aircraft and a KA350 King Air tactical utility aircraft. Army 
was represented by a platoon from Rifle Company Butterworth (based in Malaysia).   
 
Chief of Joint Operations, Vice Admiral David Johnston, said the Five Power Defence 
Arrangements exercises continue to enhance the ADF’s ability to operate alongside regional 
and international partners.  “The mix of nations involved in the FPDA, along with variations 
in equipment and procedures, gives Australian forces an excellent training opportunity to 
build personal relationships and integrate as part of a multinational force for a wide scope of 
operations including security and humanitarian aid 
missions,” he said.   

 
Australian and US Navy dive exercise begins in 
Sydney 

Navy Divers from Australia and the United States started  
military training activities in Sydney on 8 November to 
improve their skills and inter-operability.  Exercise 
DUGONG 16 brings together more than 50 specialist divers 
and support staff from (7 to 18 November 2016) to practice 
state-of-the-art underwater construction techniques, 
underwater damage repair, search and salvage, shipping 
hazard removal, medical and communication techniques. 

Commander of the Australian Mine Warfare Clearance 
Diving Task Group Commander Etienne Mulder, said the 
annual exercise provided Australian and US Navy divers 
with a chance to share knowledge and develop their skills.  
“Maintaining freedom of navigation and movement 

Singaporean Chief of Defence Force Lieutenant-General Perry 
Lim addresses the Exercise Bersama Lima 2016 opening 
ceremony at the Changi Naval Base in Singapore on 6 October 
2016 

A diver from the United States Navy 
Mobile Diving and Salvage Unit One is 
pulled out of the water after conducting 
diving operations as part of Exercise 
DUGONG 2016 held in Pittwater, 
Sydney. 
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through sea lanes is vital to Australia as 98 per cent of our trade by volume travels by sea,” 
Commander Mulder said.  “It’s vital therefore Navy divers have the broadest possible range 
of skills so they can respond to any challenge or threat.”  Eighteen divers from the US will be 
conducting continuation training and demonstrations in underwater welding, thermal 
cutting, underwater chainsaw and grinding, search techniques utilising underwater sonar, 
construction and simulated deep diving and recompression chamber drills. 

Australian Navy divers participating in DUGONG 16 were drawn from Clearance Dive Team 
One based at HMAS Waterhen and Clearance Dive Team Four from HMAS Stirling in Western 
Australia.  “We are really looking forward to working with our partners from the US Navy,” 
Commander Mulder said.  “Conducting inter-nation training improves our ability to work 
together and fosters long-term relationships that improve inter-operability.  “It is a great 
chance to share skills and knowledge that enhances both nations’ underwater salvage and 
repair  

Exercise Croix Du Sud launches into action 
 
On 9 November over 100 members of the Australian Defence Force have joined a French-
flavoured multinational force for some valuable training in disaster response 
interoperability.  Running until 18 November, Exercise Croix Du Sud Southern Cross is the 
largest humanitarian assistance and disaster relief (HADR) training exercise in the South 
Pacific.  Led by the French Armed Forces of New Caledonia (FANC), Croix Du Sud is held 
every two years as part of France’s engagement in the region and assists all participants to 
prepare for major HADR operations.  
 
The Commander of the Australian Contingent, 
Lieutenant Colonel Paul Manoel, said the 
exercise tackles the more difficult areas of 
disaster response.  “Croix Du Sud allows us to 
deal with the responses that may be required 
when the security situation is complex following 
a disaster,” he said.  “We are well experienced 
with supplying aid and disaster recovery forces 
to the region; this exercise will allow us to train 
as a multinational force dealing with non-
combatant evacuation and security operations.   
“By training for the difficult aspects we become 
better prepared for a coordinated response 
under a broader range of possibilities.”    
 
Exercise Croix Du Sud Southern Cross 2016 
included troop contributions from France (New Caledonia and French Polynesia), Australia, 
Canada, Chile, Fiji, Japan, New Zealand, Papua New Guinea, Tonga, United Kingdom, United 
States and Vanuatu.   One hundred and twelve Australian personnel participated including a 
Company-minus team of Infantry from the 2nd Battalion, The Royal Australian Regiment 
(2RAR), a Royal Australian Air Force C-130J Hercules transport aircraft and two KA350 King 
Air tactical utility aircraft, along with supporting and headquarters personnel. 

 
 

Australian Army soldiers from the 2nd Battalion, Royal 
Australian Regiment head out for an orienteering exercise 
in the hills around Plum Barracks, New Caledonia with 
soldiers from the French Armed Forces New Caledonia, 
New Zealand Defence Force and His Majesty's Armed 
Forces (Tonga) during Exercise Croix du Sud 2016. 
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Defence Industry  

Board announced for Centre for Defence Industry Capability 
 
On 22 October, the Minister for Defence Industry, the Hon Christopher Pyne MP, announced 
the appointment of Board members of the new Centre for Defence Industry Capability 
Advisory Board (CDIC). 
 
The CDIC Advisory Board is co-chaired by Mr Paul Johnson, former Chief Executive Officer 
(CEO) of Lockheed Martin Australia, and Mr Kim Gillis, Deputy Secretary Capability 
Acquisition and Sustainment in the Department of Defence.  The new members are former 
Senator the Hon David Johnston, Mr Chris Jenkins (CEO of Thales Australia), Mr Tim Shaw 
(CEO of Micreo), Mr Merv Davies (CEO of CEA Technology); Ms Karen Stanton (Director 
Strategy and Corporate of Heat Treatment Australia), Ms Amanda Holt (CEO of Sypaq), Ms 
Sharon Wilson (Head of Industrial Strategy for BAE Systems Australia), and Mr John 
O’Callaghan (Director of Defence and Government Relations for Ai Group).  Minister for 
Defence Industry the Hon Christopher Pyne MP said the CDIC Board members were selected 
to provide broad representation across industry and Defence.     
 
“Defence Industry is an exciting growth area for the Australian economy and this new centre 
will help coordinate all our efforts to become world player in defence industry exports,” Mr 
Pyne said.  “The CDIC will be headquartered in Adelaide and will receive around $230 million 
investment over the next decade that will drive industry growth across the country.”  The 
CDIC will work with small-to-medium enterprises across Australia to promote 
competitiveness and guide priorities across defence industry.  The CDIC was announced 
earlier this year as a cornerstone initiative of the 2016 Defence Industry Policy Statement 
and will commence operations later this year.  It will offer a range of advisory services 
including mentoring, defence market access, export facilitation and global supply chain 
development. 

Minister for Defence Industry – JSF announcement to create defence industry 
jobs 

In a major win for the nation’s defence industry, Australia has been chosen to provide 
Maintenance, Repair, Overhaul and Upgrade for the componentry of the Joint Strike Fighter 
in the Asia Pacific Region worth approximately $100 million to our economy, creating and 
sustaining hundreds if not thousands of jobs.  The successful announcement on 8 November 
comes after a trip to Washington DC by the Minister for Defence Industry, the Hon 
Christopher Pyne MP, who met with key Pentagon officials to push Australia’s case. 

Mr Pyne welcomed the United States Government announcement that Australia is one of 
just four countries which will be a regional hub for the maintenance of the Joint Strike 
Fighter as a red letter day for Australia’s defence industry.  “This will be a real boon for 
Australia and proves, yet again, that our defence industry can equal, and in fact beat the 
best in the world when it comes to advanced manufacturing,” Mr Pyne said.  “While 
contracts need to be finalised, it is estimated that this initial work will be worth between $80 
and $100 million AUD in today’s dollars and will create and sustain hundreds, if not 
thousands, of Australian jobs. 
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 “What this means is that Australian industry will be responsible for the deep maintenance 
of components of the Joint Strike Fighter.  “While countries operating the Joint Strike Fighter 
will look after the basic maintenance – like changing the tyres on a car – Australia will be 
responsible for much deeper, complex and high value repair of the jets, similar to changing 
the timing belt or overhauling the engine,” Mr Pyne said.  Partner countries in the JSF 
program were asked to bid in eleven component categories, Australia, remarkably, was 
successful in ten. 

Defence Partners with UNSW for Space Research 
 
Minister for Defence Senator the Hon Marise Payne announced on 19 October that Defence 
has commenced an innovative space research program using miniature satellites.  Space 
mission ‘Buccaneer’ is a partnership between Defence Science and Technology Group and 
UNSW Canberra that will conduct calibration activities for the Jindalee Operational Radar 
Network (JORN) as well as undertake outer atmosphere characterisation experiments.  
Defence will also participate in multi-national space mission ‘Biarri’ to support GPS and 
space situational awareness experiments. 
 
Minister Payne said the research missions will leverage Australia’s niche expertise and 
reinvigorate Australia’s space engineering capability.  “Advances in small, low-cost space 
platforms provide a unique opportunity to support Australian Defence Force capabilities and 
our international partners, and to rejuvenate Australian space research,” Minister Payne 
said.  “Through this partnership we are helping to bring home leading Australian space 
researchers and building a sovereign Australian space capability right here in Canberra.” 
 
The 2016 Defence White Paper highlights the importance of space-based systems for 
information gathering, communications, navigation, and surveillance for all ADF and 
coalition operations.  Both satellite missions will use miniature satellites called ‘cubesats’, 
which are made up of 10x10x10cm cubes typically weighing less than 5kg.  The ‘cube’ 
building blocks can be configured in various combinations tailored to mission-specific 
payloads.  “The Buccaneer and Biarri projects are designed to support the ADF’s use of 
space-based capabilities and for the conduct of relevant research.  “Through the Defence 
Science and Technology Group, Defence can promote an Australian space science and 
engineering sector to take advantage of the new opportunities provided by small satellites.   
“The launch of the Buccaneer and Biarri missions is a step toward achieving this goal,” 
Minister Payne said 
 

International  
 
Address on the Transformative Power of the Cyber Age for both civil society and the 
military  
 
In the message from Dr Karin von Hippel, Director-General, of the Royal United Services 
Institute in its October 2016 Issue 83 of FOCUS, she reported that on 19 October, in 
partnership with the Ministry of Defence, RUSI hosted the Second International Cyber 
Symposium.  The event, which was attended by representatives from over 30 nations, 
included a keynote address from Defence Secretary Michael Fallon on the transformative 
power of the cyber age for both civil society and the military.  This excellent address can be 
accessed at https://rusi.org/multimedia/secretary-state-defence-michael-fallon-mp-second-
international-cyber-symposium 

https://my.rusi.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2frusi.org%2fannual-conference%2fsecond-international-cyber-symposium-cyberspace-and-transformation-21st-century&srcid=69463&srctid=1&erid=5776758&trid=9246dee5-1e8f-4f49-ac3c-ecaad57b64b1
https://my.rusi.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2frusi.org%2fannual-conference%2fsecond-international-cyber-symposium-cyberspace-and-transformation-21st-century&srcid=69463&srctid=1&erid=5776758&trid=9246dee5-1e8f-4f49-ac3c-ecaad57b64b1
https://my.rusi.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2frusi.org%2fmultimedia%2fsecretary-state-defence-michael-fallon-mp-second-international-cyber-symposium&srcid=69463&srctid=1&erid=5776758&trid=9246dee5-1e8f-4f49-ac3c-ecaad57b64b1
https://rusi.org/multimedia/secretary-state-defence-michael-fallon-mp-second-international-cyber-symposium
https://rusi.org/multimedia/secretary-state-defence-michael-fallon-mp-second-international-cyber-symposium
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About the Institute for Defence and Security Studies NSW 
 
Founded as the United Service Institution of New South Wales in 1888, the 
Institute for Defence and Security Studies NSW today is one of seven self-
governing constituent bodies of the Royal United Services Institute of Defence 
and Security Australia Limited. 
 
The aim of the Institute is to promote informed debate on, and to improve public awareness 
and understanding of, defence and national security. To this end, the Institute:  
 
• educates the public about Australia’s defence and national security; 
• publishes a highly-respected professional journal; 
• provides a forum for the discussion of defence and security issue by conducting 

regular lectures, seminars conferences workshops and visits to defence and security 
establishments; 

• provides a professional development programs 
• operates a public library, specialising in defence and security literature dating from 

the late 18th century to the current day; and 
• conducts social and networking functions for members. 
 
The Institute’s rooms and the Ursula Davidson Library are on Level 20, Defence Plaza, 270 
Pitt Street, Sydney – close to Town Hall and Museum railway stations.  Members and visitors 
are encouraged to use the facilities for reading or research.  However, prior to visiting, 
please contact the Office Manager to arrange access to the Office.  For additional 
information, visit our website at www.rusinsw.org.au or call the Office at (02) 9393 2325. 
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