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Introduction  
 

Welcome to this month’s issue of the electronic newsletter of the Royal United 
Services Institute of NSW (RUSI NSW), the aim of which is to provide members, 
stakeholders, and other interested parties up to date news of our latest 
activities and events as well as selective information on defence issues.   

 
There is no charge to receive this newsletter electronically and recipients are 
not required to be a member of the RUSI of NSW.  Invite your colleagues to receive this 
newsletter by going to the newsletter page on the RUSI NSW website 
http://www.rusinsw.org.au/Newsletter  where they can register their email contact details. 

Latest Event News  

128th Anniversary Dinner   Friday 19 August 2016  will be held in the Grand Dining 

Room of the Masonic Club 169-171 Castlereagh Street Sydney at 7 for 7.30 pm.  Guests of 
Honour will be His Excellency, General The Honourable David Hurley AC DSC (Ret’d), 
Governor of New South Wales, and Mrs Linda Hurley.   Dress: Mess Dress, Black tie or 
Lounge Suit, with orders and miniatures of decorations and 
medals.  Cost per head: $115.00 includes three courses and 
wine 2016.    
The NSW Masonic Club has generously offered to allow Dinner 
attendees who wish to stay overnight at the Club (Castlereagh 
Boutique Hotel) on 19/20 August to do so at Club Members’ 
rates, which are a 15 per cent discount on the advertised room 
rates.  To avail yourself of this offer, phone the Club on (02) 
9284 1000 and mention when booking that you are attending the RUSI Dinner.  
Registration is essential.      
RSVP and payment by Monday, 15 August   Click here for the Registration Flyer    
CLICK HERE to book and pay using PayPal or credit card (a cost covering surcharge applies). 

Latest News  

Reappointment of Senator The Hon Marise Payne as the Minister for Defence 
and the appointment of the Hon Christopher Payne as the Minister for 
Defence Industry  
 

On 18 July, Senator The Hon Marise Payne, issued the following statement: 
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It is an honour and privilege to be reappointed as the Minister for 
Defence.   I would like to welcome my long-time friend and colleague 
the Hon Christopher Pyne MP to the portfolio as the Minister for 
Defence Industry, and I am pleased to continue to work with 
Minister for Defence Personnel the Hon Dan Tehan. 
 
Delivering the significant projects outlined in the 2016 Defence 
White Paper and Integrated Investment Program is a national 
enterprise, and I am enthusiastic about working in close partnership 
with Minister Pyne on these nation transforming projects. 
 
As the White Paper detailed, Australia faces an increasingly 
challenging strategic outlook and I am committed to ensuring 
Australia’s long term national security. 
 
Every day as Minister for Defence I see the professionalism of the men and women of the 
Australian Defence Force and it is a great honour to continue to work with them. 

South China Sea Tribunal Decision  

On 12 July an international tribunal in The Hague decided that China’s claim to sovereignty 
to waters in the South China Sea had no legal basis.  The USNI News Weekly Update for 
07132016 contains two most significant reports on this event: 
 

 The first is the ruling from the U.N. Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) 
Arbitration Tribunal through the Permanent Court of Arbitration (at The Hague) on 
the China and the Philippines overlapping claims in the South China Sea which can be 
accessed at https://news.usni.org/2016/07/12/document-overview-south-china-sea-
tribunal-decision? 
 

 The second is the People’s Republic of China response to the ruling on their South 
China Sea territorial claims by an international tribunal, issued by the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs which can be accessed at 
https://news.usni.org/2016/07/13/beijing_south_china_response? 
 

Interview with the Australian Minister for Defence on the South China Sea 
Tribunal Decision  
 

On 15 July the Senator the Hon Marise Payne, Minister for Defence, was interviewed on the 
ABC Radio National Breakfast with Patricia Karvelas on the South China Sea Tribunal 
decision.  The initial comments by the Minister follow while the whole interview can be 
accessed at:  
http://www.minister.defence.gov.au/2016/07/15/transcript-of-senator-the-hon-marise-
payne-minister-for-defence-abc-rn-breakfast-with-patricia-karvelas/ 
 
PATRICIA KARVELAS: 

Minister for Defence 
Industry, the Hon 
Christopher Pyne MP 
Sturt Lib) Official Portrait. 
10 February 2014. 
Parliament House, 
Canberra 
 

https://news.usni.org/2016/07/12/document-overview-south-china-sea-tribunal-decision?
https://news.usni.org/2016/07/12/document-overview-south-china-sea-tribunal-decision?
https://news.usni.org/2016/07/13/beijing_south_china_response?
http://www.minister.defence.gov.au/2016/07/15/transcript-of-senator-the-hon-marise-payne-minister-for-defence-abc-rn-breakfast-with-patricia-karvelas/
http://www.minister.defence.gov.au/2016/07/15/transcript-of-senator-the-hon-marise-payne-minister-for-defence-abc-rn-breakfast-with-patricia-karvelas/
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As we heard on AM, the Australian Government is in firing line in Beijing. China’s Foreign 
Ministry has told Australia to stay out of the South China Sea. It says it was shocked by 
Foreign Minister Julie Bishops assertion that the UN court ruling on the South China Sea 
territorial dispute was legally binding and that Australia would threaten bilateral relations if 
it continued with freedom of navigation exercises in the South China Sea. There’s no doubt 
that regional tensions are ramping up. Joining us now is the Defence Minister Marise Payne. 
Good morning, Minister. 
 
MINISTER PAYNE: 
Good morning, Patricia. 
 
PATRICIA KARVELAS: 
How do you respond to this reaction from Beijing? 
 
MINISTER PAYNE: 
Well I think the first thing that I would say is that the Foreign Minister, the Prime Minister, 
and I have made comments that are completely consistent with our historical position. We 
have said all along that we looked forward to the ruling of the tribunal. Now that we have 
that ruling, we call on the parties who are involved in that particular negotiation to abide by 
it. We regard it as final and as binding. We have also consistently called on all claimants in 
the South China Sea and on South China Sea matters, to operate in accordance with 
international law. 
 
PATRICIA KARVELAS: 
Julie Bishop says Australia will continue freedom of navigation exercises in the South China 
Sea; are we likely to see Australian planes and ships in the area in coming days or weeks? 
 
MINISTER PAYNE: 
Well we don’t comment on future activities of the ADF publically, as you can understand, but 
we have consistently said that we support our own rights and the rights of other parties to 
operate in accordance with international law with respect to freedom of navigation and 
freedom of overflight. Of course, the position we take is that- we’ll demonstrate our own 
commitment to those aspects in a manner of our own choosing and in a manner that serves 
both Australian and our regional interests. The South China Sea area, as you know and as 
your listeners know, is extremely important to Australia and to the region; important to us in 
terms of the movement of trade in particular. And the tribunal ruling provides us with a very 
clear decision in accordance with the law of the sea, about maritime rights in that area and 
as such we advocate and call for an observation of that ruling. 
 
PATRICIA KARVELAS: 
Well Beijing says it’s shocked by Julie Bishops assertion that the UN court ruling on the South 
China Sea territorial dispute was legally binding. Is it legally binding and what is your 
message to Beijing that has expressed this shock? 
 
MINISTER PAYNE: 
Well my message is the same as the Foreign Ministers which is that the tribunal itself, in the 
arbitration case was one which was established in accordance to the United Nations 
Convention on the Law of the Sea. It is a decision that is about that convention and what it 
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does is gives countries a clear framework on how we lawfully use our oceans. In that way 
we’ve supported the rights of the countries, the Philippines in this case, to use the tribunal 
process to seek to resolve the dispute it has peacefully in accordance to international law. So 
across the region and more broadly, the overwhelming majority of observers regard the 
results of the tribunal as legal and as binding, as does Australia. And we have consistently 
said, and our position is no different, no different yesterday and today than it was some 
months ago as the tribunal process has proceeded. So what the Foreign Minister had said, 
and what I am saying is in fact no surprise to the Chinese Government – it is our consistent 
position. 
 

Australia extends assistance to Afghanistan 
 
On the 8 July the Government announced its continued support for the security of 
Afghanistan and joined other nations in pledging ongoing financial assistance at the NATO 
Leaders’ Summit in Warsaw. 
 
Since 2010, Australia has been a leading contributor to the sustainment of the Afghan 
security forces, with a total commitment of US$500 million from 2010 to 2017.   Australia 
will extend its US$100 million annual commitment to the Afghan National Army and National 
Police until 2020 in order to entrench and build on the gains made in Afghanistan over the 
past decade.  The commitment includes an US$80 million contribution to the Afghan 
National Army Trust Fund and a $20 million contribution to the Afghan National Police. 
 
Support of the Afghanistan security forces through our Australian Defence Force 
contribution to the NATO-led Resolute Support mission will continue and Australian Defence 
Force personnel will continue to work alongside their counterparts from 39 other nations in 
non-combat roles into 2017.  There are currently around 270 ADF personnel deployed to 
Afghanistan, providing training, advice and assistance to Afghan security forces essential for 
the stability of Afghanistan. 

The ADF march in France on French National Day 

The Australian Defence Force (ADF) joined its Anzac counterparts, the New Zealand Defence 
Force, in Paris to march with the French Armed Forces and other military contingents in the 
French National Day Parade, on 14 July proudly leading in the ‘Position of Honour’.   The 
French National Day commemorates both 
the Storming of the Bastille on 14 July 
1789, and the Fête de la Fédération which 
celebrated the unity of the French people 
on 14 July 1790. 
 
The Vice Chief of the Defence Force, Vice 
Admiral Ray Griggs, noted what a great 
privilege it was for the ADF to participate 
in the event saying it further strengthened 
the close and longstanding defence 
relationship between Australia and 

The Australian Defence Force contingent marches down the Avenue des 
Champs-Élysées in Paris to commemorate the French National Day 
Parade on 14 July 2016. 
 



5 

 

Page | 5                 Official Newsletter of the Royal United Services Institute New South Wales               ABN 80 724 654 162 
                www.rusinsw.org.au    office@rusinsw.org.au     Telephone: (02) 9393 2325               Fax: (02) 9393 3543 

 

France.  “The ADF is proud and honoured to have been invited to march in the Position of 
Honour in the oldest and largest regular military parade in Europe on the Champs-Élysées in 
Paris,” VADM Griggs said.   VADM Griggs said the ADF contribution to the French National 
Day Parade was particularly timely as many Australians had travelled to France to 
commemorate the 100th Anniversaries of the Battles of Fromelles and Pozieres later in the 
month. 
 
The Australian contingent for the French National Day Parade consisted of 140 personnel: 30 
from Navy, 80 from Army and 30 from Air Force. 

Special Notices for the Royal United Services Institute of New South Wales  

Expressions of Interest invited for positions of Office 
Manager and Library Manager  

Library Manager  
 
This is a part-time position which involves managing the Ursula Davidson Library at Level 20, 
Defence Plaza, 270 Pitt Street, Sydney; and recruiting, training and supervising a team of 
Library volunteers.  The appointee will be expected to open the Library from 11.00 am to 
4.00 pm each Wednesday.  The Library which was established in 1889. It is a public library 
containing a nationally-significant collection of military literature, including books, journals, 
maps and other manuscripts dating from the late 18th century up to the present day.  It is 
open to both members and the public for study and research.  
 
The position would suit a retired person; or a defence/national security professional with 
flexible work arrangements, who seeks to build their professional profile and/or earn 
continuing professional education credits.   
 
Applicants should have an ability to work autonomously, a client service culture, strong 
inter-personal and communication skills, and proficiency in Microsoft Office. Experience in 
library management and an interest in defence and national security would be an advantage.  
 
Closing date for both Positions : The position will remain open until filled. 
 
Inquiries: Dr David Leece 0418 163 107 or email david.leece@bigpond.com.  

Expressions of Interest, including a brief CV, should be submitted by e-mail to 
office@rusinsw.org.au, with a copy to david.leece@bigpond.com 

 

Institute News 

Executive and Council Meetings     An Executive Committee Meeting was held on 
11 July and the next Council Meeting will be held 8 August 

mailto:david.leece@bigpond.com
mailto:office@rusinsw.org.au
mailto:david.leece@bigpond.com
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Upcoming RUSI NSW Events  
 
Thursday 4 August 2016  Ambassador Jayant Prasad Director General of Institute for Defence 

Studies Analyses (IDSA), New Delhi.  Subject: “Asian security 
challenges: as seen from South Asia”. He was India's Ambassador to 
Afghanistan, Algeria, Nepal, and the UN Conference on 
Disarmament, Geneva. At headquarters, in the Ministry of External 
Affairs, he served as Special Secretary (Public Diplomacy), and Head 
of the Americas and the Multilateral Economic Relations Divisions. 
He was Rapporteur of the U.N. Commission on Human Rights, 
Geneva (1986-87), Fellow at the Weatherhead Center for 
International Affairs, Harvard University (1998-99), member of U.N. 

Secretary-General’s Advisory Board on Disarmament Matters (2005-07), and Visiting Scholar, 
Center for the Advanced Study of India, University of Pennsylvania (2014-15). Before his 37-
year public service career, he was lecturer in history, St. Stephen’s College, University of 
Delhi, after completing his studies at Modern School, St. Stephen’s College, and Jawaharlal 
Nehru University.  This presentation will be open to any interested person and is to held at 
1.00 pm to 2.00 pm at the Mitchell Theatre (Level 1) Sydney Mechanics’ School of Arts 280 
Pitt Street Sydney.   Attendance fees are: Members $10.00; Non-members $15.00. Pre-event 
registration is unnecessary. Tea/coffee is available before the lecture at no cost.  Please note 
that this is a lecture only. 
 
Friday 19 August 2016   128th Anniversary Dinner will be held in the Grand Dining Room of 
the Masonic Club 169-171 Castlereagh Street Sydney at 7 for 
7.30 pm. Guests of Honour will be His Excellency, General The 
Honourable David Hurley AC DSC (Ret’d), Governor of New 
South Wales, and Mrs Linda Hurley.   Dress: Mess Dress, Black 
tie or Lounge Suit, with orders and miniatures of decorations 
and medals.  Cost per head: $115.00 includes three courses and 
wine 2016.   RSVP and payment by Monday, 15 August    CLICK HERE to download Flyer  
CLICK HERE to book and pay using PayPal or credit card (a cost covering surcharge applies). 
 

Tuesday 30 August  2016   Major General Stephen Porter, AM, – Subject: “The ADF Reserve 
Contribution to Australia’s defence”   This is open to any interested person 
and will be held at Sydney Mechanics’ School of Arts, Level 1 280 Pitt 
Street, Sydney.  Attendance fees are: Members $10.00; Non-members 
$15.00. Pre-event registration is unnecessary. Tea/coffee is a available 
before the lecture at no cost.   A sandwich lunch is also available from 12 
noon  (cost: $8.00), but it must be ordered through the office (9393 2325) 
by 2 pm on the day before the lecture. 
 

Monday 26 September 2016   Military History Seminar “The 1916 Somme and Sinai 
Campaigns Centenary Seminar” – A number of eminent 
military historians who are members of the Institute's Special 
Interest Group on Military History will outline the Australian 
contribution to the 1916 Somme Campaign, including the 
battles at Fromelles, Pozieres and Mouquet Farm, and expose 
some of the myths surrounding these battles.  

http://www.rusinsw.org.au/documents/128Dinner2016.pdf
http://www.rusinsw.org.au/datacap/function_pay.asp?functionname=128th+Anniversary+Dinner&functiondat=19+August+2016&membercost=115&nonmembercost=115
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Key Note Address: Brigadier Bryce Fraser RFD ED (Ret’d)  
Speakers: Lieutenant Colonel Peter Sweeney RFD (Ret’d); Lieutenant Colonel Ron Lyons RFD 
(Ret’d) ; Major John Hitchen RFD (Ret’d);  Major General Paul Irving AM PSM RFD (Ret’d)  
 
Attendance fees: RUSIA members and Students $44.00; non-members $60.00; Includes 
Morning Tea, Lunch and Afternoon Tea.  Pre-event registration is essential - RSVP and 
payment by 19 September 2016  CLICK HERE to download Flyer.  CLICK HERE to book and 
pay using PayPal or credit card (a cost covering surcharge applies 
 

Monday 26 September 2016 (Start Time: 5:15 pm), RUSI of NSW Annual General Meeting  
Sydney Mechanics School of Arts Theatre Level 1, 280 Pitt Street, City  
CALL FOR COUNCIL NOMINATIONS - Nominations are open for Councillors, RUSI 
NSW members who are appropriately qualified are asked to consider 
nomination.  
Please call the office for a nomination form. 
 
 

Recent Past Events of the Institute   
 
Monday 27 June 2016   A special Staff Development 
presentation by COMMODORE MIKE CLAPP CB RN 
(RET’D) Commander of the Amphibious Task Force 
in the Falklands Campaign.  The subject was 
"Leadership at all levels: Lessons from the Falklands 
Campaign" held in he Seminar Room, Level 6 HMAS 
Kuttabul, Wylde St Potts Point  
 
 
 

Tuesday 28 June 2016   MAJGEN P.W. Gilmore, 
AO, DSC, Commander, Forces Command.  The 
subject was “Raising and training an army  in the 
21st century” and was held at Sydney Mechanics’ 
School of Arts, Level 1 280 Pitt Street, Sydney.   

 
 

Tuesday 26 July 2016      Colonel Joe Matthews 
Former Commanding Officer of the 16th Infantry 
Battalion, Bihar Regiment, Indian Army - 
Subject: The Unknown story - the contribution of 
the 29th Indian Brigade and Indian Units at 
Gallipoli in 1915 and was held at Sydney 
Mechanics’ School of Arts, Level 1 280 Pitt 
Street, Sydney.   

 

http://www.rusinsw.org.au/documents/SommeSeminar2016.pdf
http://www.rusinsw.org.au/datacap/function_pay.asp?functionname=Seminar+1916+Somme+Campaign&functiondat=26+September+2016&membercost=44&nonmembercost=60
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Upcoming Events by other Organisations  
 
30–31 August 2016     The 14th Annual Security Summit will be held at the Vibe Hotel 
Canberra with a range of imminent speakers on defence policy and future directions, climate 
change, border security, security management and counter-terrorism.  Registration is via 
http://www.informa.com.au/nationalsecurity16 
 

August 2016    In August, RUSI-NSW military historian and battlefield guide, Dennis 
Weatherall, will be leading a tour of Vietnam War battlefields, culminating in attendance at 
the 50th Anniversary Memorial Service of the Battle of Long Tan on 18 August. The tour will 
be conducted by Battlefields of the World.  Tour details, including daily itineraries and costs, 
can be viewed at: www.battlefieldsoftheworld.com.au. Enquiries: Dennis Weatherall T: 02 
9520 6023; M: 0428 280 536; E: dweatherall_eng@bigpond.com. 
 
7 September 2016     This year the Battle for Australia Commemoration Service, to honour 

those who served on land and sea and in the air 
repulsing the direct threat to Australia in 1942-1945, 
will be held at the Cenotaph, Martin Place, Sydney on 
7 September at 11.00am.  The Keynote Address will 
be delivered by CMDR Rebecca Jeffcoat, the 
Commanding Officer HMAS Kuttabul.  The event is 
open to all – to reserve a seat please contact Doug 
Roser at 43841196 or email dougroser@bigpond.com 
    

 
General Defence News  

HMAS Darwin returns from seventh Middle East deployment 

Family and friends joined Chief of Navy, Vice Admiral Tim Barrett on the wharf at Garden 
Island, Sydney to welcome HMAS Darwin home from a successful Middle East deployment 
on 17 July.   During her Operation MANITOU rotation, Darwin and her Ship’s Company seized 
a large cache of illicit weapons and narcotics. 
 

Vice Admiral Barrett praised Darwin’s Ship’s 
Company on their accomplishments.  “I 
congratulate you on your success and thank 
you for your professionalism conducting 
counter terrorism, counter piracy and narcotic 
interdiction operations.  By removing weapons 
and drugs from circulation, you made a 
tangible difference, limiting terrorist 
organisations’ ability to raise money,” Vice 
Admiral Barrett said. 
 
Commanding Officer Darwin, Commander 
Phillip Henry said the men and women serving 

HMAS Darwin approaches the wharf at Garden Island, 
Sydney after being deployed to the Middle East Region 

 

http://www.informa.com.au/nationalsecurity16
http://www.battlefieldsoftheworld.com.au/
mailto:dweatherall_eng@bigpond.com
mailto:dougroser@bigpond.com
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in the guided missile frigate worked hard to accomplish their mission. 
 
This was Darwin’s seventh deployment and the 62nd rotation of a Royal Australian Navy ship 
to the Middle East region since 1990.  HMAS Perth took over from Darwin and continues 
Australia’s commitment to the security of the region. 

 Celebration of all serving and ex-serving Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander men and 
women – plaque unveiling – NAIDOC Week 

 On behalf of the Chief of Air Force, Air Vice-Marshal Warren McDonald, AM, CSC paid his 
respects unveiling a plaque on 6 July dedicated to the many indigenous men and women 
who have contributed to the defence of Australia in times of peace and war. The event at 
RAAF Memorial Grove, Federal Highway, Canberra, included activities including a smoking 
ceremony. 

“For Air Force people, NAIDOC week is a time for us to 
celebrate and honour the service of our Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander brothers and sisters,” Air Vice-
Marshal McDonald said.   “Since the Second World War, 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders have served in nearly 
every conflict and Peace Keeping operation Australia has 
been involved in. At times they have overcome barriers to 
do this, such as restrictions based on race, or lack of 
acceptance and respect.  “Today, here at Memorial Grove, I 
am unveiling a memorial acknowledging all the Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander [Grab your reader’s attention with 

a great quote from the document or use this space to 

emphasize a key point. To place this text box anywhere on 

the page, just drag it.] 

 men and women who have served in, or worked directly 
with, our Air Force. 

 
“This tradition of fine service continues today,” Air Vice-
Marshal McDonald said. “Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander members of the Air Force continue to serve with 
pride and display the values and qualities that make our Air 

Force such a powerful and effective fighting force.” 
 

 
Defence Exercises  

Air Force prepares for Exercise Pitch Black 2016 

The Royal Australian Air Force is preparing to conduct its largest training activity this year – 
Exercise Pitch Black 2016 – in the Northern Territory from 29 July to 19 August 2016. 
The Northern Territory will host up to 2500 personnel and 110 aircraft from around the 
globee for the exercise including participants from Australia, Canada, France (New 
Caledonia), Germany, Indonesia, Netherlands, New Zealand, Singapore, Thailand, Turkey and 
the United States.  Aircraft began to arrive at RAAF Base Darwin and RAAF Base Tindal from 

Acting Chief of Air Force, Air Vice - 
Marshal Warren McDonald with 
Indigenous elders Uncle Harry Allie and 
Aunty Agnes Shea, stand by the plinth 
unveiled at the at the RAAF Memorial 
Grove in Canberra on July, 6, 2016 
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11 July to prepare for the exercise and will 
depart over the weekend following the 
exercise. The exercise will use airspace over 
Bradshaw Training Area and Delamere Air 
Weapons Range. 
 
Air Commodore Christopher Sawade, Head 
of Special Events, said major exercises such 
as Pitch Black are pivotal in ensuring the 
Royal Australian Air Force remains ready to 
respond whenever the Australian 
Government requires.  “The training and 
integration of forces that occurs during 
these exercises directly supports Air Force’s 
ability to conduct operations, such as current missions in the Middle East against Daesh,” Air 
Commodore Sawade said.  “In planning this exercise, Air Force has balanced the requirement 
to meet training outcomes with minimising aircraft noise, especially at night. Noise 
abatement procedures will be in force during Pitch Black.”   Exercise Pitch Black flying 
activity will commence after 9.00am and cease by 11.00pm during the week. There is no 
exercise mission flying scheduled on weekends. 
 
There will be two major opportunities during Exercise Pitch Black for the public to talk to 
Defence personnel and see Air Force capabilities on display.  A handling display and flypasts 
will be performed over Mindil Beach on Thursday 11 August and an Open Day at RAAF Base 
Darwin is scheduled for Saturday 13 August. Both events are free and provide the Royal 
Australian Air Force with the opportunity to thank the local community for their continued 
support of important training activities in the Top End. 
 

Defence Industry  
 
At our recent seminar held on 31 May on military strategy “The Strategic Significance of 
Cyber and Space” the question of the need or otherwise for a more capable indigenous 
space industry was raised.  Malcolm Davis, a Senior Analyst at the Australian Strategic Policy 
Institute (ASPI) published a “Strategy for Australia in Space” in the ASPI publication The 
Strategist which  aims to provide fresh ideas on Australia’s critical defence and strategic 
policy choices as well as encourage and facilitate discussion and debate among the strategy 
community and Australian public.   The excellent paper is reproduced below and can be 
accessed athttp://www.aspistrategist.org.au/strategy-australia-space/   
 
“Australia uses satellites to support national defence, economic, and scientific activities, but 
isn’t a ‘space power’ that can provide independent space systems for national needs. The 
Department of Industry, Innovation and Scientific Research’s 2015 ‘State of Space Report’ 
and Australian Satellite Utilisation Policy limits Australia to providing ground infrastructure, 
and establishing regulatory frameworks to use other states’ satellites and foreign 
commercial space capabilities. The 2016 Defence White Paper and Integrated Investment 
Program goes a bit further, and suggests ‘potential investment in space-based sensors’ for 

Air Commodore Christopher Sawade conducts an interview 
with Darwin media about the upcoming military exercise 
"Pitch Black 2016". 

 

http://www.aspistrategist.org.au/strategy-australia-space/
http://www.industry.gov.au/industry/IndustrySectors/space/Documents/State-of-Space-report-2015.pdf
http://www.industry.gov.au/industry/IndustrySectors/space/Publications/Pages/Australias-Satellite-Utilisation-Policy.aspx
http://www.defence.gov.au/WhitePaper/
http://www.defence.gov.au/WhitePaper/
http://www.defence.gov.au/WhitePaper/
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the mid-2020s to the late-2030s but the language is vague, and funding for such a capability 
is proverbial ‘low-hanging fruit’. 
 
A 2015 review of Australian Space activities shows that Australia is a consumer of the end 
product. There’s little or no involvement in satellite construction or integration, and 
Australia doesn’t provide launch services (see table on p. 58 of the review). There’s nothing 
inherently wrong with that approach. Yet the times are changing. The private sector of space 
is growing by leaps and bounds, with innovative young companies bursting with new ideas 
and bold visions that increasingly challenge technological dominance of national space 
programs. Technologies are changing with the times, with ‘Space 2.0’ emphasizing smaller, 
more capable satellites produced cheaply 
through innovation in manufacturing, then 
replaced more rapidly in a manner akin to 
software evolution from Silicon Valley IT start-
ups. In this approach, Cubesats can be built for a 
fraction of the cost of traditional high-end 
satellites, launched in swarms, and networked to 
provide useful space support for defence or 
other national civil or scientific endeavours. 
Andrew Davies has explored the benefits of an 

Australian surveillance capability, suggesting 
‘Australia could develop an indigenous satellite 
capability to augment data collected by allied or commercial satellites’. In the seven years 
since Davies assessed the case for four satellites, each costing around AUD$600 million, the 
transformation implicit in Space 2.0 suggests Australia could instead build swarms of 
networked cubesats and integrate them with the Triton UAS, to facilitate a broad-area 
maritime surveillance capability at a lower cost. 
 
Advances in satellite technologies are being matched by advances in launch systems, most 
notably re-usable space launch capabilities (here, here, here and here). These will potentially 
drive down the cost of accessing space for a broader range of customers and could herald a 
transformational ‘step-change’ in accessing space, with SpaceX suggesting up to a 50% price 
reduction on a fully expendable launch. The challenge will be managing cost and complexity 
of refurbishment for recovered boosters, addressing fuel to payload cost ratio, and also 
sustaining a high enough launch rate to make the economics of reusable rockets work. 
Future Australian space policy could assess the benefits of providing a southern hemisphere 
site—close to the equator—for launch and recovery of those vehicles as part of an 
international partnership, and in doing so, lay the basis for a local space launch capability. 
 
If government values innovation, it should review current policy settings on space, and 
consider future steps. This could suggest two clear potential paths forward on space, and a 
third that’s implied. Firstly, government can maintain the current approach that emphasises 
comparative advantage and avoids risk. To borrow a term from cosmology, this is a ‘steady-
state’ future—more of the same with little or no government investment into promoting an 
expanding commercial space sector in Australia. In that model Australia decides what 
product it needs and continues to consume what’s provided to it, it negotiates access and 
establishes the ‘ground segment’ to manage the data. 

Image Source: http://www.aspistrategist.org.au/strategy-
australia-space/ 

http://www.industry.gov.au/industry/IndustrySectors/space/Documents/APAC%20Report%20on%20Australian%20Space%20Capabilities%20Revised.pdf
https://www.sstl.co.uk/About-SSTL
http://www.wsj.com/articles/how-to-build-satellites-much-fasterand-cheaper-1465351261
http://www.aspistrategist.org.au/shooting-the-moon-dwp-2016-takes-the-adf-to-the-final-frontier/
http://www.spaceindustry.com.au/Documents/APAC%20Report%20on%20Australian%20Space%20Capabilities%20Revised.pdf
http://www.spaceindustry.com.au/Documents/APAC%20Report%20on%20Australian%20Space%20Capabilities%20Revised.pdf
https://www.aspi.org.au/publications/around-the-world-in-ninety-minutes-what-an-australian-satellite-surveillance-system-could-do-by-andrew-davies/11_11_23_AM_Policy_Analysis42.pdf
https://www.aspi.org.au/publications/around-the-world-in-ninety-minutes-what-an-australian-satellite-surveillance-system-could-do-by-andrew-davies/11_11_23_AM_Policy_Analysis42.pdf
https://www.unsw.adfa.edu.au/space-research/research-themes/satellite-formation-flying
https://www.unsw.adfa.edu.au/space-research/research-themes/satellite-formation-flying
http://www.airforce.gov.au/Technology/Aircraft/MQ-4C-Triton-Unmanned-Aircraft-System/?RAAF-BYjCaU6eHptQ3E2EiHw9jKOLJvauES8Y
http://www.spacex.com/
https://www.blueorigin.com/
http://www.darpa.mil/program/experimental-spaceplane
http://aerospace.vulcan.com/#stratolaunch
http://fortune.com/2015/12/22/era-reusable-rockets-spacex/
http://spacenews.com/spacexs-reusable-falcon-9-what-are-the-real-cost-savings-for-customers/
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Alternatively government might support a ‘big bang’ strategy that actively develops an 
Australian commercial space sector. This process has already taken a step forward with a 
decision to review (and here) the 1998 Space Activities Act to ensure that innovation and 
investment isn’t stifled through outdated regulation. It seems sensible that whatever path 
Australia chooses, clearing up and discarding excess regulation is a good step. 
 
A ‘steady state’ approach minimises risk and cost, but doesn’t necessarily encourage a 
lucrative commercial space sector within Australia, and risks Australia falling further behind 
in a booming global market. Conversely ‘Big bang’ is riskier because Australia must compete 
with that global space market, but is more in line with government policies to promote 
innovation, and the opposition’s commitment to science and technology. If we’re to 
compete, it’s important to do so with haste, or be at permanent disadvantage with regiona l 
competitors. 
But private industry should not merely wait for government to take the lead. That opens a 
third option. The real advances, epitomised when SpaceX successfully lands a Falcon 9 
booster after launching a satellite, is when private industry takes the lead. Government can 
choose simply to step back and let the market drive our space program. 
 
The time has come for Australia to embrace new thinking on space. More of the same is a 
safe bet, but frankly, is not that inspiring. In a recent co-authored article with Brett 
Biddington that considers our future in Space, Astrobiology Professor Malcolm Walter sums 
up the importance of inspiration, innovation and vision: 
 
‘In Australia, pragmatism seems often to override vision, to our detriment. Seeking to inspire 
might seem like an intangible pursuit, but it is also a powerful agent for change. It nurtures 
education that generates innovation that builds an economy. None of this just happens.’ 

Author : Malcolm Davis is a senior analyst at ASPI. 

 
International  
 
Comment from Dr Karin von Hippel, Director-General, RUSI on Brexit  
 
In the June 2016 Issue of RUSI FOCUS, the Director-General opended her message with the 
following comment on the EU Referendum vote.   
 
With all eyes on London and Brussels – and even Washington, DC – following the dramtic 
outcome of the EU referendum vote last week, RUSI has been publising expert analysis 
onwhat the decision could and should mean for the security and defence of the United 
Kingdom andfor its international alliances and commitments. 
 
Dng these uncertain times, we look forward to working with officials in the UK, the EU, the 
United States and elsewhere, to offer pragmatic advice and policy options for the months 
and years ahead.  We will also be relying on our members and friends to inject their ideas 
into the debate.  To secure the best possible outcome for all involved, this is really a situation 
where all hands are needed on deck! 
 

http://www.industry.gov.au/industry/IndustrySectors/space/Pages/Review-of-the-Space-Activities-Act-1998.aspx#header
http://minister.industry.gov.au/node/811
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RPGUQySBikQ
https://theconversation.com/to-launch-australia-into-space-we-need-inspiration-20722
https://theconversation.com/to-launch-australia-into-space-we-need-inspiration-20722
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On Tuesday, Deputy Director-General Professor Malcolm Chalmers gave evidence on the 
implications of Brexit for the UK’s international role in front of the Parliamentary Foreign 
Affairs Committee.  During the proceedings, it was observed that think tanks such as RUSI 
will be crucial in developing policy options during what is bound to be an exceptionally fluid 
period. 
 
We have already set up a platform on our website to provide ongoing analysis and expert 
advice to the government and international partners, and to announce upcoming events.  
You can read initial assessments from RUSI Associate Director Dr Jonathan Eval, who explores 
the negotiations ahead, and from Professor Chalmers, who calls for a new special 
relationship with the EU.  For more information please go to:  https://rusi.org/brexit 
 

 

 

Royal United Services 

Institute of New South 

Wales 

Ursula Davidson Library 

 

 

BOOKS FOR SALE    
 
The following former library books 
are surplus to the Library’s requirements and are offered for sale.  Funds raised will be applied to the 

conservation of the collection. 
 

Tocumwal to Tarakan: Australians and the Consolidated B-24 Liberator by M V Nelmes 

Banner Books: Belconnen, ACT) 1994            $50 
 

The RAAF Hudson Story Book One by David Vincent (The Author: Highbury, S. Aust.) 1999 

               $50 
 

Vietnam: The Australian War by Paul Ham (Harper Collins: Sydney) 2007      $50 
 

Sandakan: The Untold Story of the Sandakan Death Marches by Paul Ham (William Heinemann: 

North Sydney) 2012           $36 
 

Hell’s Battlefields: The Australians in New Guinea in World War II by Phillip Bradley (Allen 7 

Unwin: Sydney) 2012             $30 
 

The South West Pacific 1941-45 by E G Keogh (Grayflower: Melbourne) 1965      $30 

 

With the East Surreys in Tunisia and Italy l942-1945 by Bryn Evans (Pen & Sword:  
Barnsley, UK) 2012 – 6 copies             each $30 
 

The Decisive Campaigns of the Desert Air Force, l942-1945 by Bryn Evans (Pen & Sword:  
Barnsley: UK) 2014 – 3 copies            each $30 
 

Churchill and Australia by Graham Freudenberg (Pan Macmillan: Sydney) 2009      $28 
 

The Coming of the Strangers: Life in Australia 1788-1822 by Baiba Berzins (William Collins: 

Sydney) 1988                   $26 
 

Elements of Cartography by A H Robinson, R D Sale, J L Morrison & P C Muehrche  

(John Wiley & Sons: New York) 1984           $25 
 

Darwin’s Spitfires: The Real Battle for Australia by Anthony Cooper (UNSW Press: Sydney)  $25 

https://rusi.org/brexit
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Nemesis: The Battle for Japan, 1944-45 by M Hastings (Harper Press: London) 2007     $25 
 

Under the Southern Cross: The B-24 Liberator in the South Pacific by Bob Livingstone (Turner 
Publishing: Paducah: KY) 1998          $25 
 

At Home in Australia by Peter Conrad (National Gallery of Australia: Canberra) 2003        $20     
 

The Logic of International Relations by S J Rosen & W S Jones   

(Winthrop: Cambridge, Mass) 1977         $20 
 

Manchuria:  Cradle of Conflict Revised Edition, by Owen Lattimore (Macmillan: New York) 
1935               $20  
 

Australia Goes to War: 1939-1945 by John Robertson (Doubleday: Sydney) 1984   $20 
 

Australia and the Colonial Question at the United Nations by W J Hudson (Sydney University  

Press: Sydney) 1970             $20 
 

Darwin’s Air War 1942-1945: An Illustrated History by Anonymous (The Aviation Historical  

Society of the Northern Territory: Darwin) 1991          $20 
 

Fighting Words: Australian War Writing edited by C Harrison-Ford (Lothian: Melbourne) 1986  $20 
 

The Formation & Operation of the US Army Small Ships in World War II by E A Flint (Self-

published: Comba Park, NSW) 2013 – 15 copies           each $20 
 

Whispering Death: Australian Airmen in the Pacific War by Mark Johnston (Allen & Unwin:  

Sydney) 2011           $20 
 

B-24 Liberator 1939-45 by M. W. Bowman (Patrick Stephens: Wellingborough: UK) l989  $15 

 
A History of the RAAFs Beaufighter Squadrons by N M Parnell (Reed: Sydney) 1980  $15 
 

Battle of the Dark Wine Sea: The Aegean Campaign 1940-1945 by Lew Lind (Kangaroo Press: 
Sydney) 1994            $10 
 

Be Prepared: Climate Change, Security and Australia’s Defence Force by Chris Barrie et al.  
(Climate Council of Australia: Canberra) 2015       $10 
 

Communities of Thought edited by A Milner & M Quilty  
(Oxford University Press: Melbourne) 1996       $10 
 

Guide to International Relations and Diplomacy by M G Fry, E Goldstein & R Langhorne  

(Continuum: London) 2002          $10 
 

Royal Air Force l939-l945 Vol I - III 

Vol 1 The Fight at Odds by Denis Richards (HMSO: London) l953     $10 

Vol II The Fight Avails by Denis Richards & Hilary St George (HMSO: London) l954   $10 

Vol III The Fight is Won by Hilary St George Saunders (HMSO: London) 1954      $10 
 

U-Boat War by L G Buchheim (Alfred A Knopf: New York) 1978 – 2 copies         each $10 
 

War on Our Doorstep: Diaries of Australians at the Frontline in 1942 Edited by Gabrielle Chan  

(Hardie Grant: Melbourne) 2003            $10    
 

A History of Fighting Ships by Richard Hough (Octopus Books: London) 1975            $5 
 

Anson, Hudson & Sanderson in Australian Service by Stewart Wilson (Aerospace Publishing:  

Weston Creek, ACT)           $5 
 

Beaufort, Beaufighter and Mosquito in Australian Service by Stewart Wilson (Aerospace  

Publications: Weston Creek, ACT) l990         $5 
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Dardanelles Patrol: The Incredible tory of the E11 by P Shankiland and A Hunter (Collins:  

London) 1964                      $5 
 

Australians at War Gallipoli: One Long Grave by Kit Denton (Time-Life: Sydney) – 2 copies each $5  
 

Australians at War: The Desert War North Africa 1940-42 by Peter Badman (Time-Life: Sydney) 

1988 – 2 copies               each $5 
 

Australians in the Pacific War: Royal Australian Navy 1939-1945 Dept. of Veterans’ Affairs 

(Commonwealth of Australia: Canberra) 2005       $5 
 

Australians in the Pacific War: The Japanese Advance 1941-1942 Dept. of Veterans’ Affairs 

(Commonwealth of Australia: Canberra) 2007       $5 
 

Australians in the Pacific War: The Battle of the Beachheads 1942-1943 Dept. of Veterans’ Affairs 

(Commonwealth of Australia: Canberra) 2007       $5 
 

Australians in the Pacific War: Royal Australian Air Force 1941-1945 Dept. of Veterans’ Affairs 

(Commonwealth of Australia: Canberra) 2005       $5 
 

War against Japan 1941-1942 by Peter Charlton (Time-Life: Sydney) 2010   $5 
 

Australians at War: For Queen and Commonwealth by Kit Denton (Time-Life: Sydney) 1987 $5 
 

The Vietnam Experience: Setting the Stage by E Doyle et al. (Boston Publishing: Boston) 1981 $5 
 

The Vietnam Experience: America Takes Over 1965-67 by E Doyle et al. (Boston Publishing: Boston) 

1982                  $5 
 

The Vietnam Experience: A Nation Divided by C Dougan et al. (Boston Publishing: Boston) 1984  $5 
 

The Vietnam Experience: l968 by C Dougan et al. (Boston Publishing: Boston) 1983          $5 
 

The Vietnam Experience: Fighting for Time 1969-70 by S Lipsman et al. (Boston Publishing:  
Boston) 1983            $5 
 

The Vietnam Experience: Passing the Torch by E Doyle et al. (Boston Publishing: Boston) 1981  $5 
 

The Vietnam Experience: Combat Photographer by Nick Mills (Boston Publishing: Boston) 1983 
              $5 
 

The Peoples of the Sun: The Civilizations of Pre-Columbian America by C A Burland  
(Weidenfeld and Nicholson: London) 1976       $5 
 

Saltwater Tramp by Warren Armstrong (Jarrolds: London) 1948?     $2 
 

Logbook for Grace: Whaling Brig Daisy, 1912-1913 by R C Murphy (Robert Hale: London) 1948  $2 
 

Desperate Voyage by John Caldwell (Victor Gollan: London) 1950            $2 
 

Whalers of the Midnight Sun: A Story of Modern Whaling in the Antarctic by Alan Villiers 

(Angus and Robertson: Sydney) 1949            $2 
 

‘Racundra’s’ First Cruise 3
rd
 Edition, by Arthur Ransome (Jonathan Cape: London) 1948    $2 

 

Sailing All Seas in the Idle Hour by Dwight Long (Rupert Hart: London) 1950        $2  
 

‘What’s Good for Australia…!’ The Story of BHP:  The Story of BHP by A Trengove (Cassell 
Australia: Sydney) l975           $2 
 

Viscount Addison: Leader of the Lords by R J Minney (Odhams Press: London) l958        $2 
 

Looking Astern: A Ditty-Bag of Memories by Percy Woodcock (Frederick Muller: London) 

1950                          $2 
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Surgery for Victims of War 2
nd

 Edition, by D Dufour et al. (ICRC: Geneva) 1990             $2 
 

To reserve any of these books, email office@rusinsw.org.au.   

Books may be paid for and collected at:  

 The Ursula Davidson Library, Level 20, Defence Plaza, 270 Pitt Street, Sydney; 

 RUSI lectures at Level 1, Sydney Mechanics’ School of Arts, 280 Pitt Street, Sydney; or  

 by post to: The Library Manager, Royal United Services Institute, Locked Bag 18, 

Darlinghurst NSW 2010. 

For further information, phone (02) 9393 2325 on a Monday, Tuesday or Wednesday between 1100 – 

1600 hours. 
 

David Leece 
Library Manager 

25 July 2016  

 
 
 
 
 
About the RUSI of NSW 
 

Founded as the United Service Institution of New South Wales in 1888, the Royal United 
Services Institute of New South Wales today is one of seven self-governing constituent 
bodies of the Royal United Services Institute of Australia.   
 
The aim of the Institute is to promote informed debate on, and to improve public awareness 
and understanding of, defence and national security. To this end, the Institute:  
 

 contributes to the national debate on defence and national security policy; 

 publishes a highly-respected professional journal; 

 arranges regular lectures and seminars on defence and national security issues and 
occasionally on military history; 

 organises visits to defence and security establishments; 

 operates a public library, specialising in defence and security literature dating from 
the late 18th century to the current day; and 

 conducts social and networking functions for members. 
 
The Institute’s rooms and the Ursula Davidson military history Library are on Level 20, 
Defence Plaza, 270 Pitt Street, Sydney – very close to Town Hall and Museum railway 
stations. Tea/coffee and biscuits are available without charge and members and visitors are 
encouraged to use the facilities for reading or research, or just as a base when visiting the 
city of Sydney.   However, prior to visiting, please contact the Office Manager to arrange 
access to the Office. For additional information please visit our website at 
www.rusinsw.org.au or call the Office at (02) 9393 2325. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:office@rusinsw.org.au
http://www.rusinsw.org.au/
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