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Introduction
Welcome to this month’s issue of the electronic newsletter of the Royal United
Services Institute of NSW (RUSI NSW), the aim of which is to provide members,
stakeholders, and other interested parties up to date news of our latest
activities and events as well as selective information on defence issues.
Major General J. S.
Richardson CB, Founder
of RUSI NSW

There is no charge to receive this newsletter electronically and recipients are
not required to be a member of the RUSI of NSW. Invite your colleagues to
receive this newsletter by going to the newsletter page on the RUSI NSW website
http://www.rusinsw.org.au/Newsletter where they can register their email contact details.

Latest News
Update on Australian Defence Force operations - Press conference on 31
March with Vice Admiral David Johnston and Air Commodore Vincent ‘Joe’
Iervasi
At the Press Conference on 31 March, Vice Admiral Johnston started with the contribution to
Fiji in the aftermath of Tropical Cyclone Winston.




It commenced with the establishment of an air bridge between Townsville, Brisbane
and into Suva which enabled the ADF to very rapidly provide humanitarian assistance
to the people of Fiji. Surveillance aircraft were positioned to perform air assessments
of the degree of damage and helicopters were also deployed to increase the rate of
the assessments being performed,
and to commence the delivery of
aid to the more remote
communities.
The initial contribution was
supplemented by the deployment
of the ADF’s newest amphibious
capability. HMAS Canberra which
embarked engineering assets,
medical
teams,
helicopters,
underwater clearance teams and a
range of vehicles and small boats in The Chief of Joint Operations, Vice Admiral David Johnston
order to work alongside the accompanied by Director General Air Operations, Air Commodore
Vincent Iervas provides an update on Australian operations at
Republic of the Fijian military Russell Offices, Canberra.
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forces. This effort was mainly light engineering involving debris removal, restoration
of critical infrastructure, the supply of fresh drinking water and the delivery,
particularly in the early stages, of life saving supplies to the two islands of Koro and
Taveuni.
At the height of the deployment, approximately 1000 Australian Defence Force
personnel were participating in the operation to support Fiji.
HMAS Canberra returned to Australia on 30 March following its successful maiden
deployment to Fiji in the wake of Tropical Cyclone Winston.
At the request of the Fijian Government, around 200 Defence personnel will remain
as a Suva-based humanitarian assistance and disaster relief force. Four MRH-90
helicopters from Townsville’s 5th Aviation Regiment will also remain to support Fiji’s
National Disaster Management Office.

Vice Admiral Johnston finally commented
that the ADF had been able to work off the
back of the significant training work
undertaken by HMAS in Canberra and the
amphibious force preparation late last year.
He further commented that it was a
demonstration of how much the ADF can
perform both with these ships and the
embarked forces with them, which in
One of HMAS Canberra's landing craft leaves the ship with
combination with the airlift operations, both Australian Army soldiers and vehicles from 2nd Combat
the C-17 and C-130, gives Australia a rapid Engineer Regiment onboard to be transported to Suva, Fiji.
response capability to provide support to
our regional neighbours in a time of need. Despite the tragic circumstances of the event, one
of the real positives has been the daily interaction that the ADF had with the soldiers, men
and women of the Republic of Fijian Military Forces.
Vice Admiral Johnston then provided an update on the operations in Iraq and Syria.




In Iraq, the situation now is that Iraqi security forces have cleared central Ramadi,
and as part of an operation called Desert Lynx, they are now advancing west along
the Euphrates River valley with the aim of securing the city of Hit. Concurrently, a
separate Iraqi force in the north, along the Tigris River valley are conducting
consolidation operations near Makhmur, which is 70 kilometres south of Mosul. In
the face of this concentrated pressure, Daesh is losing control over previously won
territory. While many locations and Iraq and Syria remain exposed to small scale,
localised counter-attacks by Daesh, the capacity for Daesh to launch major attacks is
considerably diminished.
Australia’s contribution remains a key Coalition support in the fight against Daesh.
Each of the Australian force elements continues to make significant contributions to
the overall commitment in the fight against Daesh. Having enabled over 1000 straight
missions against Daesh during the mission to capture Ramadi, the Australian Special
Force element, who are conducting the Advise and Assist mission is tending to
provide remote based joint terminal attack controller support to the Iraqi Special
Operations Forces. The majority of these missions are currently supporting Iraqi
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operations clear the Euphrates
River valley.
Additionally, the
Special Operations Task Group
continues to support the Iraqi
Counter-Terrorism Service with
future operations.
Since the beginning of 2016, the Air
Task Group has conducted 110
strike missions, the majority of
which have been two aircraft
missions, but a number have An infrared picture from a camera on a RAAF F/A-18A Hornet
involved four aircraft in a single fighter aircraft shows the entrance to a Daesh underground tunnel
complex in northern Syria.
mission. They have deployed a
total of 273 munitions during those operations. The primary locations for our strike
effort has been through the Tigris River Valley, the Kurdish region of operations,
including Sinjar and Mosul, the Euphrates River Valley, including Fallujah, Ramadi and
Hit, and into Syria. Vice Admiral Johnston then provided some detail on two of the
missions that have been performed this year.

In conclusion, Vice Admiral Johnston commented that the start of 2016 has seen Iraqi
security forces on the counter offensive in the Euphrates River Valley, while performing
isolation operations around Mosul and consolidation operations elsewhere in Iraq. As of
early 2016, the US Congressional Research Service estimated that Daesh fighters have ceded
approximately 40 per cent of the populated territory they once held in Iraq, and between 10
to 20 per cent of the populated territory they had seized in Syria. A number of key Daesh
lines of communication and transit between Syria and Iraq had been disrupted, but others
remain intact but offer a less direct and less efficient means for them to be able to conduct
logistics resupply and movement.
In regard to Afghanistan, Vice Admiral Johnston advised that the ADF presence has increased
slightly since his last update, with an additional 20 personnel deployed in the Kabul area,
bringing the total number of ADF personnel to 270, mainly located in Kabul. A small team of
Australian media is planning to visit Afghanistan, where they will meet with senior ADF
officers, some of the senior Australian Defence staff, and visit the Afghan National Army
Officer Academy, where the future leaders of the
Afghan forces are trained. Australia has some very
committed instructors providing mentoring and
instructional roles within that academy. As with
the junior leader course in Taji, our contribution
to the training missions is an investment in the
future of these countries.

Outgoing Commander of the Air Task Group Strike
Element, Wing Commander Benjamin Sleeman,
addresses Australian Defence Force personnel at a
Transfer of Authority ceremony held at Australia's
main air operating base in the Middle East region.

At sea in the Middle East, the Royal Australian
Navy frigate HMAS Melbourne handed over
maritime security responsibilities to its sister ship,
HMAS Darwin, in February, after Melbourne
completed five months of operations in support of
the Combined Maritime Forces and more than six
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months away from home.
Vice Admiral Johnston also referred to a recent visit to ADF personnel who are performing
important peace-keeping roles on the border of Israel and in the Sinai Desert in Egypt. These
long-standing operations are being performed in increasingly difficult circumstances, but are
crucial to the stability of the nations where this support is being provided. Their efforts and
willingness to perform their mission is impressive.
Vice Admiral Johnston’s final comment was that the recent high tempo period of operations
had seen in excess of 3000 ADF women and men deployed on operations, which reflects
extremely well on the ADF and Australia. The full transcript of the press conference
including questions can be accessed here.

Address by the Minister for Defence the ASPI International Conference,
‘Defence White Paper: From Page to Reality’
On the 7 April 2016 the Minister for Defence addressed the ASPI International Conference
on the ‘Defence White Paper: From Page to Reality’, Extracts from the address follow:
“Delivering a White Paper, fully-costed that for first time aligns strategy, capability and
resources was not an insignificant task for Defence and Government. But the release of the
White Paper is not the end of the process; it is in fact the beginning. As the theme of the
ASPI conference indicates, the challenge now is turning the words of the White Paper into
reality.
Australia’s strategic environment is expected to be more uncertain in coming decades as a
consequence of multiple factors: the roles of the US and China and the relationship between
them; challenges to the stability of the rules-based global order; terrorism emanating from
ungoverned spaces; state fragility; the pace of military modernisation; and the emergence of
new complex non-geographic threats, including cyber threats.
At the same time, our region is expected to
continue its significant economic transition
that is lifting the living standards of people, not
just in China but in India, in Indonesia and the
rest of South East Asia. It is in our interest to
have neighbours that are secure and are able
to defend themselves. Military modernisation
also presents further opportunities for
Australia to train and engage with our
neighbours growing our ability to respond
more readily to shared security challenges.
So, the 2016 White Paper has, for the first
time, prioritised and funded Defence
international engagement as a core Defence
function. In fact you might say that

"Canberra (7/4), brainstorming Australian Defence Minister
Marise Payne at strategic environmental development of
Asia Pacific." Image source: Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono
official twitter feed. https://twitter.com/sbyudhoyono
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international engagement is in the DNA of this White Paper. Indeed, just over two weeks
ago I took the opportunity to arrange visits to both Indonesia and to Malaysia to brief my
counterparts there on the White Paper, Ministers Ryamizard Ryacudu and Hishammuddin
respectively. One of the points of discussion raised was of course the South China Sea. As
the Prime Minister said recently in his speech to another fine organisation, the Lowy
Institute, and I quote: “It is undeniable that China’s actions in the South China Sea are
creating anxieties and raising tensions among its neighbours. They are therefore
counterproductive – regardless of the legal merits on which, of course, we do not express a
view nor make a claim. Disputes of the ownership of the various reefs of the South China
Sea, should be settled by international law, not by creating facts on the ground or in this
case land in the water.”
Australia firmly believes that it is imperative that differences between nations – whether
land, air, sea, outer-space or cyberspace – are resolved in accordance with international
law. As China grows it will continue to seek greater influence within the region. As a major
power within the region, it will be important for regional stability that China is transparent
about its actions and provides reassurance to its neighbours.
As Mr Jennings said, and as the White Paper refers, the United States remains the
preeminent global military power and the relationship between the US and China will be the
strategically most important factor affecting the development of the region over the coming
decades. Our region has benefited over many decades by the strong and stabilising influence
of the United States. The White Paper makes clear that our alliance with the US is at the core
of our security and defence planning. In capability terms, the alliance gives Australia access
to advanced technology that a nation of our size cannot feasibly develop on our own and our
interoperability with the US is central to ensuring the ADF’s potency.
Together with our membership of the Five-Eyes community, the alliance ensures that
Australia has access to and is able to share the vital intelligence we require for effective
defence planning and for countering the threat of terrorism. At the same time as Australia’s
relationship with the United States continues to deepen, we will as I said and as the White
Paper makes very clear, increase our engagement with partners across the Indo-Pacific
including Indonesia, Japan, South Korea,
New Zealand, India and of course China.

"Great to speak at the ASPI DWP Conference this morning
https://twitter.com/MarisePayne ..." Image Source: Marise Payne's
official Twitter feed.

Ladies and gentlemen, Mr Jennings is
quite right, there are many aspects of the
White Paper which concern significant
capability undertakings and I want to refer
to some of those briefly before I come to
the larger question, if you like, of
shipbuilding.
We understand that to
maintain a regionally superior Defence
Force which is capable of meeting the
challenges and seizing and the
opportunities that we face over the next
few decades, our military does have to be
at the cutting edge of science and of
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technology. Over the coming decades our Army, our Navy, our
Air Force platforms and systems will be significantly upgraded.
There’ll be more emphasis will be placed on the joint force,
bringing together the different capabilities so that the ADF can
apply more force more rapidly and more effectively when
required. Not only do we need to be technologically advanced,
we need to work smarter.
So that means ensuring that our Defence Force has the ability
to capture and share information more quickly, which is why we
are making such significant investment in our intelligence,
surveillance, reconnaissance, electronic warfare, space and
cyber capabilities.
I want to be very clear that we have, through the production of the Defence Industry Policy
Statement in conjunction with the White Paper, identified, confirmed, acknowledged, and
will continue to do so, the fact that Australian industry will need to be fully engaged to
produce these outcomes. We, Defence, have to maximise our ability to take advantage of
the ideas and the innovation being developed right here in Australia, in the Australian
Defence sector. We have a responsibility to ensure that we develop our Defence sector to
build long-term capability right here in Australia.
I’m determined this will be a two-way street, not a one-way avenue. I’m determined this
process will be one of engagement, and a very positive one as well. It’s one of the reasons
we have identified industry as a fundamental input to capability in the White Paper. It’s one
of the reasons we are undertaking significant reforms to ensure that Defence can be a called
a ‘smart-buyer’. It’s one of the reasons that we are identifying in our processes those issues,
those areas that need to be addressed to remove the blockages and the problems that have
affected the relationships for an extended period of time.’
The full transcript of this address can be accessed here.

Joint press conference in Malaysia by the Australian Minister for Defence and
the Malaysian Minister of Defence.
During her visit to Malaysia, the Australian Minister for Defence, Senator the Hon Marise
Payne, and Malaysian Minister of Defence, the Hon Dato’ Seri Hishammuddin Tun Hussein
gave a joint press conference on 24 March 2016. The introductory comments by Senator
Payne follow while the full transcript, including questions, can be accessed at:
“Thank you very much Minister and thank you for your extremely warm welcome here this
afternoon. I would like to begin by saying that on this visit as Australia’s Defence Minister, I
am only visiting two locations in our region to provide a personal briefing to my counterparts
on Australia’s Defence White Paper and Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia is the one here this
afternoon and Jakarta is the other.
So, I do think that is a very important indication of the history, the depth and the strength of
our relationship, not just in relation to Defence cooperation but in fact, between Australia
and Malaysia more broadly. So to you Minister, to General and to your Secretary-General,
thank you very much for your extremely warm welcome. The honour of being met by the
honour guard, General, in particular.
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Ladies and gentlemen, our White Paper for 2016 is
essentially a document that provides for Australian
Government and for our Defence operations our primary
strategic guidance for how we approach our capability,
our resources and our Defence posture. It sets our
relationships and again reinforces why I am here today.
It sets out the premise for our Force structure, looking
not just into the near future but in fact across the next decade and the decade beyond that,
and similarly our strategic engagement and the security environment in which we face
ourselves.
We’ve identified a number of things as part of that discussion this afternoon in which we
work with common purpose and common interest. We identified challenges which would
include ensuring that as sovereign nations, we are able to expect and work within an
international environment that operates on a rules-based global order with a degree of
predictability, with observations around international law that we would expect to see in the
work we do ourselves and of our counterparts more broadly.
We discussed and identified a number of the challenges we faced in the counter-terrorism
and counter-radicalisation environment as well. They are challenges not just for each of us in
our own countries but in our broader region and then of course in the battles that we face in
both Iraq and Syria currently in relation to the challenges of countering Daesh and the
insidious impacts.
We’ve also, and in fact this is a very contemporary observation and an important part of our
White Paper, discuss the challenges that we face in the cyber world today, in how we do our
business, how we protect ourselves from attack in that context, and I think that they are
very important and very current observations.
As the Minister has indicated we also emphasised the importance of the partnerships that
we enjoy in ASEAN Defence Ministers Plus and also in the FPDA arrangements – both of very
strategic importance to Australia and Malaysia.”
The full transcript of this press conference can be accessed here

Joint press conference by the Australian Minister for Defence and the
Indonesian Minister of Defence.
During her visit to Indonesia the Australian Minister for Defence, Senator the Hon Marise
Payne, and the Indonesian Minister of Defence, Gen. (Retired) Ryamizard Ryacudu gave a
press conference on the 24 March. The introductory comments by Senator Payne follow
while the full transcript, including questions, can be accessed at
“Thank you very much Minister, Pak Ryamizard. May I thank you most sincerely for your
hospitality in hosting my visit here today. This is our third opportunity to meet since I
became Defence Minister and on this occasion it’s a most valued opportunity to meet in this
very elegant, old Jakarta building to discuss with you the key aspects of the Australian
Defence White Paper 2016 and the associated documentation.
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Minister, I very much appreciated the opportunity to
engage with you both last night and this morning in
relation to key aspects of our White Paper, and
particularly to re-enforce the importance of the
Defence relationship between Australia and
Indonesia. As we have observed today, it goes back
over multiple decades and we find ourselves in a very
dynamic, changing region, and world for that matter. As we both review the strategic and
security environments in which we work, and indeed the Indo-Pacific region in which we live
and work, it is timely to have had the opportunity to bring to you, not only a formal copy of
the White Paper today, but also to engage in this personal briefing process.
I also very much appreciate your engagement in today’s meeting with your senior officials
and providing me with some insight into the upcoming White Paper of Indonesia, which I
understand will be an update on your 2014 White Paper. Indeed, the updating process is an
approach that Australia will be taking to its own White Paper in coming years – that is to say
we very much recognise that because of the dynamism of the environment in which we live
in the world, that these can’t be static documents, they can’t be cast in stone and never
revisited. We as Governments and as Ministers are going to face the need to be responsive,
to be engaged in our White Paper review processes. So, I look forward very much to the
finalisation of your White Paper and the sorts of future that it will paint for defence in
Indonesia and also for the Australia–Indonesia relationship. I am confident, given the solid
foundation on which that is built and the solid engagement that you and I have had in recent
months, that that will be a very productive outcome. Thank you very much.
The full transcript of this press conference can be accessed here

Joint Communique from the Ninth Singapore-Australia Joint Ministerial
Committee
Following the meeting of the ninth
Singapore-Australia Joint Ministerial
Meeting (SAJMC) in Sydney a Joint
Communiqué was issued on the 18
March by Hon Julie Bishop MP, Minister
for Foreign Affairs; Hon Steven Ciobo
MP, Minister for Trade and Investment;
Senator the Hon Marise Payne, Minister
for Defence; Hon Andrew Robb AO MP,
Special Envoy for Trade; Dr Vivian
Balakrishnan, Minister for Foreign
Affairs; Mr Lim Hng Kiang, Minister for
From left: Minister for Special Envoy for Trade, Andrew Robb, Minister
for Trade and Investment, Steven Ciobo, Minister for Defence, Senator
Marise Payne, Minister for Foreign Affairs, Julie Bishop, Singaporean
Minister for Foreign Affairs, Vivian Balakrishnan, Singaporean Minister
for Trade and Industry, Lim Hng Kiang and Singaporean Minister for
Defence, Ng Eng Hen.

Trade and Industry (Trade); and Dr Ng
Eng Hen, Minister for Defence.
Its
introduction follows:
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1. “Australian and Singaporean Ministers met in Sydney today to reaffirm the shared
vision of both Governments to achieve new and ambitious levels of integration
across the breadth of the bilateral relationship.
2. They recalled the Joint Declaration on the Comprehensive Strategic Partnership (CSP)
signed by their Prime Ministers in June 2015 and underlined the strong state of the
bilateral relationship. Ministers welcomed the proposed visit to Australia by Prime
Minister Lee Hsien Loong in May 2016.
3. Ministers welcomed the steady progress of collaborative activities and outcomes
against the CSP ten-year roadmap. Ministers renewed their commitment to
advancing economic, foreign affairs, defence, security and people-to-people
initiatives.”
The Joint Communiqué then addressed the consideration by the meeting of Trade and
Economic Cooperation, Defence and Security, Foreign Policy, People-to-People and Regional
Developments, Cooperation and Institutions
The full Communiqué can be accessed here.

Institute News
Executive and Council Meetings. An Executive Committee Meeting and a
Council Meeting were held on Monday 11th April.
New Members A special welcome is extended to the following new member:
LTCOL John Petteit RFD
Deceased Members It is with a deep sense of sadness that the passing of the following
members is recorded:
Mr Noel Ramsden (Member since 2012);
Lt Raymond Ctercteko (Member since 1950);
Mr Russell Robertson (Life Member since 1983)

Robertson Bequest
The Institute acknowledges with gratitude a $20,000 bequest from the estate of the Late
Russell G. O. Robertson ”for the upkeep and repairs to the Ursula Davidson Library
collection”.
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Special Notices for the Royal United Services Institute of New South Wales

Expressions of Interest invited for positions of Office
Manager and Library Manager


Office Manager
This is a part-time position which involves managing the Institute’s office at Level 20,
Defence Plaza, 270 Pitt Street, Sydney; maintaining the Institute’s membership records
and electronic address lists; and managing the events conducted by the Institute. The
appointee will be expected to open the office from 11.00 am to 4.00 pm each Tuesday
and Thursday.
The position would suit a retired person; or a defence/national security professional with
flexible work arrangements, who seeks to build their professional profile and/or earn
continuing professional education credits. The position does not attract remuneration,
but an honorarium of $10,000 per annum will be paid quarterly in arrears to the
successful applicant.
Applicants should have an ability to work autonomously, a client service culture, strong
inter-personal and communication skills, and proficiency in Microsoft Office. Experience
in office management and an interest in defence and national security would be an
advantage.



Library Manager
This is a part-time position which involves managing the Ursula Davidson Library at Level
20, Defence Plaza, 270 Pitt Street, Sydney; and recruiting, training and supervising a
team of Library volunteers. The appointee will be expected to open the Library from
11.00 am to 4.00 pm each Wednesday. The lLibrary which was established in 1889. It is a
public library containing a nationally-significant collection of military literature, including
books, journals, maps and other manuscripts dating from the late 18th century up to the
present day. It is open to both members and the public for study and research.
The position would suit a retired person; or a defence/national security professional with
flexible work arrangements, who seeks to build their professional profile and/or earn
continuing professional education credits. The position does not attract remuneration,
but an honorarium of $4,000 per annum will be paid quarterly in arrears to the
successful applicant.
Applicants should have an ability to work autonomously, a client service culture, strong
inter-personal and communication skills, and proficiency in Microsoft Office. Experience
in library management and an interest in defence and national security would be an
advantage.

Closing date for both Positions : The position will remain open until filled.
Inquiries: Dr David Leece 0418 163 107 or email david.leece@bigpond.com.
Expressions of Interest, including a brief CV, should be submitted by e-mail to
office@rusinsw.org.au, with a copy to david.leece@bigpond.com
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Upcoming RUSI NSW Events
All RUSI NSW Educational Events attract Continuing Professional Education Credits
RUSI NSW Lectures: One hour and

RUSI NSW Half Day Seminars: Four hours.

To obtain a certificate for an educational event you attended please contact our office.

Tuesday 26 April 2016 Professor Clive Williams, Macquarie
University – Subject: “An update on the war in Syria and the Syrian
refugee crisis”. This is open to any interested person. To be held at
Sydney Mechanics’ School of Arts, Level 1 280 Pitt Street, Sydney.
Attendance fees are: Members $10.00; Non-members $15.00. Preevent registration is unnecessary. Tea/coffee is available before the
lecture at no cost. A sandwich lunch is also available from 12 noon
(cost: $8.00), but it must be ordered through the office (9393 2325)
by 2 pm on the day before the lecture.

Introduction of Evening Presentations
The Institute is now including evening presentations in its program of events. Details of the
first such event follows.
Friday 6th May 2016 MAY EVENING LECTURE Dr Bob Howard,
Department of Government and International Relations, University
of Sydney with the subject “Australia's Current Strategic Outlook
and National Security”
This is open to any interested person. To be held at Sydney
Mechanics’ School of Arts, Level 1 280 Pitt Street, Sydney from
6.00 pm to 7.00pm Attendance fees are: Members $10.00; Nonmembers $15.00 and will be collected at the event. Pre-event
registration is unnecessary. Tea/coffee will be available from
5.30pm before the lecture at no cost.
Following the lecture
attendees will be invited to join the speaker for drinks at the
Masonic Club.
Dr. Howard is a graduate of the University of New England and the Australian National
University. For more than thirty years, Dr. Howard has taught and researched in the areas of
International Relations, International Relations Theory, International Security, Australian
Politics, and Australian Foreign Policy. Dr. Howard’s teaching positions have included those
at: the University of New England; the University of Sydney; and, HMAS Creswell, the Royal
Australian Navy Staff College at Jervis Bay, NSW. He currently holds the position of Research
Associate in the Department of Government and International Relations, University of
Sydney. Dr. Howard is a Councillor with the NSW Branch of the Australian Institute for
International Affairs (AIIA).
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Tuesday 31 May 2016 The 2016 Seminar on Military Strategy will examine
"The Strategic Significance of Cyber and Space"
at Parliament House, Macquarie Street, Sydney - 1300 – 1800 hours.
The 2016 Defence White Paper gave increased emphasis to
Cyber and Space, which have joined Sea, Land, and Air as
major domains of warfare in the 21st century. In this
seminar, we seek to promote informed understanding in
the broader community of the nature and strategic
significance of Cyber and Space; and contribute to the
continuing professional education of defence and national
security professionals.
An expert panel led by Mr Stephen Meekin, AM, Deputy Secretary (Intelligence & Security)
Department of Defence will explain the significance of these two domains via a series of
presentations on different aspects of the topic and then will debate key issues to emerge
during the presentations.
The expert panel will consist of Mr Steve Meekin AM, Mr Clive Lines, Air Commodore
Stephen Osborne CSC, Professor Jill Slay AM, Brigadier Marcus Thompson AM, and Air
Vice-Marshal Andrew Dowse AM. His Excellency, General The Honourable David Hurley,
AC, DSC (Ret’d), Governor of New South Wales and Patron of the Royal United Services
Institute of New South Wales has been invited to open the seminar.
Registration is open and Attendance Fees are RUSIA members $40.00; non-members $60.00;
non-member concession (students; ADF members) $46. Pre-event registration is essential;
for inquiries, contact Mrs Theodora Fox on 02 9393 2325 to book and pay by 20 May 2016.
To access registration form click here. Payment by Paypal option click here

Monday 27th June 2016 RAN AUSTRALIAN MARITIME WARFARE CENTRE
and RUSI NSW. Commodore Warfare:-CDRE M.K.M. Wise, OAM, RAN, and
President of the RUSI (NSW) Brig David Leece PSM RFD ED (Ret’d) invite
RUSI Members and their friends to a special Staff Development event:
A Presentation by COMMODORE MIKE CLAPP CB RN (RET’D) Commander
of the Amphibious Task Force in the Falklands Campaign
Subject: "LEADERSHIP AT ALL LEVELS: Lessons from the Falklands Campaign"
Venue:- Seminar Room, LEVEL 6 HMAS KUTTABUL Wylde St Potts Point
Monday 27th JUNE 2016 from 1030-1130 followed by lunch in the Fleet FHQ Wardroom
COST:- $14 for lunch
PLEASE NOTE:- Places are limited to 50 attendees, and due to security requirements you
MUST pre-register for this event as ‘walk up’ attendees will NOT be admitted to HMAS
Kuttabul.
TO SECURE YOUR PLACE AT THIS VALUABLE STAFF DEVELOPMENT EVENT
Please book through the RUSI NSW Office:Ms Theo Fox Telephone: (02) 9393 2325 or email: office@rusinsw.org.au
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Tuesday 28 June 2016
MAJGEN P.W. (Gus) Gilmore, AO, DSC,
Commander, Forces Command – Subject “Raising and training an army
in the 21st century." (TBC) This is open to any interested person. To be
held at Sydney Mechanics’ School of Arts, Level 1 280 Pitt Street,
Sydney. Attendance fees are: Members $10.00; Non-members
$15.00. Pre-event registration is unnecessary. Tea/coffee is available
before the lecture at no cost. A sandwich lunch is also available from
12 noon (cost: $8.00), but it must be ordered through the office (9393
2325) by 2 pm on the day before the lecture.

Tuesday 26 July 2016 LTCOL Peter Sweeney RFD (Ret’d) RUSI Historian
& Battlefield Guide - Subject: "The Battle of Fromelles, 19-20 July 1916."
This is open to any interested person. Attendance fees are: Members
$10.00; Non-members $15.00. Pre-event registration is unnecessary. To
be held at Sydney Mechanics’ School of Arts, Level 1 280 Pitt Street,
Sydney. Tea/coffee is available before the lecture at no cost.
A
sandwich lunch is also available from 12 noon (cost: $8.00), but it must
be ordered through the office (9393 2325) by 2 pm on the day before
the lecture.

Image source: Peter
Sweeney

Friday 19 August 2016 128th Anniversary Dinner will be held in the Grand
Dining Room of the Masonic Club 169-171 Castlereagh Street Sydney at 7
for 7.30 pm. Registration details will be advised.

Tuesday 30 August 2016
Major General Stephen Porter, AM, –
Subject: “The ADF Reserve Contribution to Australia’s defence” This is
open to any interested person. To be held at Sydney Mechanics’ School
of Arts, Level 1 280 Pitt Street, Sydney. Attendance fees are: Members
$10.00; Non-members $15.00. Pre-event registration is unnecessary.
Tea/coffee is available before the lecture at no cost. A sandwich lunch
is also available from 12 noon (cost: $8.00), but it must be ordered
through the office (9393 2325) by 2 pm on the day before the lecture.

Tuesday 27 September 2016
Military History
Seminar “The 1916 Somme and Sinai Campaigns
Centenary Seminar – speakers and registration
details to be advised.

Image source:
Https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Battle_of_the_Somme
_(film)
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Recent Past Events of the Institute
Tuesday 29th March 2016 Admiral Chris Barrie AC RAN (Ret’d) Climate
Institute spoke on "Climate change and its implications for the Australian
Defence Force" at the Sydney Mechanics’ School of Arts, Level 1 280 Pitt
Street, Sydney. Download the report:

Be Prepared: Climate Change, Security and Australia's
Defence Force here
There are three copies for sale at the RUSI NSW library for $10
each.

29th March 2016: Admiral
Chris Barrie AC RAN (Ret’d)
Climate Institute
presentation on "Climate
change and its implications
for the Australian Defence
Force".
Images: John Hutcheson
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Upcoming Events by other Organisations
Monday 25 April 2016

ANZAC DAY MARCH

SYDNEY http://rslnsw.org.au/commemoration/anzac/
VICTORIA Victoria RSL Network Melbourne ANZAC Information
ACT http://www.actrsl.org.au/anzac-day.html
WESTERN AUSTRALIA http://www.rslwahq.org.au/
SOUTH AUSTRALIA http://rslsa.org.au/ANZACDAY
TASMANIA Services in Tasmania QUEENSLAND https://www.rslqld.org/

Saturday 30 April – Sunday 1 May 2016
Wings over Illawarra Air Show at Illawarra
Regional Airport. See jaw-dropping aerobatics, relive the past
with a spectacular display of classic warbirds and amazing
vintage aircraft of yesteryear. Be inspired by the Australian
Defence Force as they present the best our country has to offer.
Loud, fast jets and formation flying will delight and provide you
with an unforgettable experience as they perform breath-taking
manoeuvres above the beautiful Illawarra.
For further information phone (02) 4208 3997 or go to
http://www.wingsoverillawarra.com.au/

31 May – 2 June 2016 CIVSEC 2016, a
program of conferences, seminars and
symposia will be held in Melbourne. The
program will address a wide range of
civil security and civil defence topics
presented by government and non-government organisations, strategic think tanks, research
bodies and academic institutions. For further information please email expo@amda.com.au
and further information will be available shortly at the CIVSEC website www.civsec.com.au

Friday 1 July 2016
The University of New South Wales Regiment
Association Mid-Year Lunch in the ISC Room at the Royal Automobile
Club at 89 Macquarie Street (12.30pm for 1pm). Members' partners
and friends are also most welcome to attend, and the cost will be
$110.00 per person, with payment on the day by cheque or by cash.
RSVP by Friday 24th June 2016 to the Secretary, Peter Godfrey, at
afbanc1@bigpond.net.au or phone him on 0438 555 303.
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General Defence News
Australian Defence Force tests air-land integration in
the joint battlespace
The Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF) and the
Australian Army, with support from Northrop
Grumman, have successfully conducted a firepower
demonstration and a combat team quick attack An Australian Army M1A1 Abrams tank fires at a
during Exercise Jericho Dawn held at
demonstration on 21 March at Puckapunyal Military target
Puckapunyal, Victoria.
Area in Victoria as part of Exercise Jericho Dawn to
display the powerful effects of integrated air and land operations. The live fire exercise
allowed RAAF and Army operators, together with Defence and industry representatives, to
observe the combined air and land capabilities in two scenarios. The operators
demonstrated the current capabilities, before trialling new ways to improve air-land
integration, including the way that aircraft and vehicles connect and translate information
through different communication networks.
 Chief of Air Force Air Marshal Leo Davies AO, CSC, said that the demonstration
showcased existing air-land operations technologies and processes, and the operational
gains that have already been achieved through better integration of systems and
information.
 The Australian Army’s Head Modernisation and Strategic Planning, Major General Gus
McLachlan, AM, said that greater air-land integration is an important step towards the
Army and the ADF working in a joint, combined and interoperable environment.
 Chief Executive Australia, Ian Irving said Northrop Grumman has unparalleled expertise
developing and deploying airborne gateways that ensure resilient communications of
disparate networks and enable a fully networked battlespace.
Minister for Defence meets with Amberley
personnel
The Minister for Defence, Senator the Hon
Marise Payne, met with personnel at RAAF
Base Amberley on 7April. Accompanied by
Senator Joanna Lindgren, Senator for
Queensland, Minister Payne said it was an
important visit. “RAAF Base Amberley is a
significant base, which will grow into the
future with the arrival of the EA-18G Growler Minister for Defence, Senator the Honourable Marise Payne
and the transition of the C-27J Spartan from speaks with Australian Defence Force personnel during her
RAAF Base Richmond.” “I also had the visit to RAAF Base Amberley.
opportunity to view a C-17A Globemaster, which the men and women of Air Force are using
to provide significant assistance to Fiji after their devastating cyclone. “I was impressed by
the professionalism and high standards of training by Air Force personnel,” Minister Payne
said. RAAF Base Amberley is a growing base and a logistics hub for the Australian Defence
Force in Queensland. It is home to the KC-30A Multi-Role Tanker Transport, C-17A
Globemaster, F/A-18F Super Hornet and a range of combat support units, including medical,
security and air-load teams which are critical to ensuring RAAF can achieve its mission.
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LAND 121 Phase 3B Milestone
The Australian Defence Force (ADF) officially
received the first trucks and trailers from two
Australian companies on behalf of the
Commonwealth as part of project LAND 121 Phase
3B on 7 April. Assistant Minister for Defence the
Hon
Michael
McCormack
congratulated
Rheinmetall MAN Military Vehicles Australia and Australian Army soldier Corporal Grant Solomon, of
Haulmark Trailers Australia on the delivery of the the Land 121 Driver Training Team, stands in front on
a new Rheinmetall MAN truck following the vehicle’s
vehicles and trailers. “I am delighted to accept acceptance under LAND 121 Phase 3B at Gallipoli
today on behalf of the Australian Government the Barracks, Enoggera, Queensland.
first 12 trucks from Rheinmetall MAN Military
Vehicles Australia and the delivery of more than 70 trailers from Haulmark,” Mr McCormack
said. “The $3.4 billion project will deliver a range of modern medium and heavy trucks,
modules and trailers which will revolutionise the ADF’s tactical logistics capability now and
well into the future.”
Phase 3B of the program will replace the Unimog, Mack and S‐Liner fleets, translating to the
delivery of approximately 2,700 trucks, 3,800 modules and 1,700 trailers.
Haulmark Trailers Australia is a proven and trusted Australian Defence industry partner,
having recently delivered almost 2,000 trailers to accompany Defence’s G‐Wagons under
LAND 121 3A. Rheinmetall has engaged a range of local Australian companies to deliver
fully integrated truck and module mission systems. Other Australian companies engaged in
the project as subcontractors to Rheinmetall are G.H Varley from Newcastle; RPC
Technologies and Thales Australia, both from Sydney; Sea Box International from Canberra;
and Holmwood Highgate and Penske Commercial Vehicles both

Defence Exercises
Australian-Indonesian Navies hone skills with Cassowary
Australian and Indonesian naval patrol boats
successfully completed Exercise Cassowary in
waters off Darwin on 24 March. The Australian
Armidale Class Patrol Boat – HMAS Wollongong
joined two Indonesian patrol boats, KRI Sampari
and KRI Layang, for the four-day exercise that
focused on maritime surveillance, security and
interdiction operations from 21 – 24 March.
Commanding Officer of HMAS Wollongong,
Lieutenant (LCDR) Scott Wilson, said the annual
Armidale Class Patrol Boat HMAS Wollongong sails inexercise is an important training activity for the
company with Indonesian Naval vessel KRI Samapri, before
entering Darwin Harbour on conclusion of Exercise
two Navies. LCDR Wilson said it was an
Cassowary.
important exercise on the training calendar
because of Australia’s long maritime border with Indonesia and our mutual and abiding
interest in the security and stability of the maritime domains we share. Exercise Cassowary is
an annual event with the location alternating between the two countries.
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Australia joins US and the Philippines in major exercise
On 4 April Australian Defence Force
personnel
had
commenced
their
participation in Exercise BALIKATAN 2016,
the major annual multi-faceted exercise
hosted by the Armed Forces of the
Philippines and US Pacific Command. This
is the third year that Australia has
participated in the exercise series.
Commander of the Australian Contingent,
Wing Commander Bill Talbot, said the
exercise provides Australian Defence Force
The Colours are marched in during the closing ceremony for
personnel with valuable opportunities such
Exercise Balikatan 2016.
as providing support to the amphibious
exercise and participating in the humanitarian assistance program.
Exercise BALIKATAN 2016 will involve 86 ADF personnel, with major contributions including a
30-strong Special Forces element from the 2nd Commando Regiment. An RAAF AP-3C Orion
maritime patrol aircraft and crew will also participate with supporting maintenance
personnel drawn from 92 Wing. The exercise will run from April 4 to April 16 and includes a
staff exercise component, a field training exercise component that includes an amphibious
landing exercise, and a humanitarian civil action program on Panay Island. This program will
include an ADF team who will assist in the refurbishment of a school roof and provide
specialist dental mentoring to Armed Forces of the Philippines dental personnel.

Defence Industry
Review of Australian industry involvement
for LAND 400 Phase 2
On the 1 April, the Department of Defence
announced that the Government has agreed
to an extension to the Request for Tender
evaluation period of Army’s new Mounted
Combat Reconnaissance Capability in order to
conduct a review of the LAND 400 Phase 2
Risk Management Activities (RMA). A United States Navy Personnel marshall in a No 11 Squadron
significant part of the RMA is to develop the AP-3C Orion after its arrival at Clark Air Force Base in the
Australian Industry Capability Plan. As the Phillipines for Exercise Balikatan 2016.
LAND 400 RMA was planned prior to the launch of the new Industry Policy, Defence has
determined that it would be prudent to review the RMA, to ensure it aligns with the new
policy and achieves the best possible outcomes for Australian industry. Deputy Secretary
Capability Acquisition and Sustainment Group (CASG), Mr Kim Gillis said that LAND 400 is a
very significant project for both the Australian Army and Australian industry. “This review
will have no effect on the planned in-service date for the Army’s Mounted Combat
Reconnaissance Capability”. Mr Gillis said once the review had been completed, Defence
will work with the selected Tenderers during the next phase of the RMA to ensure that
Australian industry opportunities are maximised.
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Defence and Industry Conference 2016
The 2016 Defence and Industry
Conference will be held at the National
Convention
Centre
Canberra
on
Wednesday, 15 June. Deputy Secretary
Capability and Sustainment Group (CASG),
Mr Kim Gillis said the 2016 D+I Conference
provides a critical platform for Government-to-business and business-to-business
interactions. “This year’s event will bring together keynote speakers, decision-makers,
equipment operators, project managers and prime and small to medium enterprises from
across the Defence and industry sector,” Mr Gillis said.“Release of the 2016 Defence White
Paper, the Integrated Investment Program and Defence Industry Policy Statement opens the
door to an exciting and challenging new era for Defence and industry. “The Government’s
clear intent is to re-set and transform the Defence and industry relationship, and this one
day event will acknowledge industry as a fundamental input to capability.” Mr Gillis said
this year’s event will have a series of concise and thought-provoking presentations with a
premium on Defence industry involvement.
Registrations can be made here

International
In the USNI Weekly Update for
04/06/2016 Megan Eckstein reported
that Japan was shifting amphibious
and coastal defense units closer to
China.
The report included the
comment
“Japan is boosting its
amphibious and coastal defense
capabilities,
shifting
security
personnel to outer islands and
converting ground forces into
amphibious
units
capable
of
defending those islands from attack.
Sailors launch Marines assigned to the 31st Marine Expeditionary Unit
The Japan Ground Self-Defense Force (31st MEU) and soldiers assigned the Japan Ground Self Defense Force
from the well-deck of the amphibious transport dock ship USS Green
(JGSDF) is increasing its amphibious Bay (LPD 20) during amphibious assault training in June 2015. Image
capability with an eye on its Source USNI NEWS - US Navy photo.
southwestern-most islands – past
Okinawa, all the way to its farthest inhabited island of Yonaguni, which sits closer to
mainland China than it does to Okinawa. With only two Japan Air Self-Defense Force radar
sites between Okinawa and Yonaguni, the Japanese ground force has taken a renewed
interest in protecting these islands, Col. Masashi Yamamoto, military attaché at the Embassy
of Japan in Washington, said last week at a Center for Strategic and International Studies
event.
The report also commented: “Yamamoto said at the event that the JGSDF has been trying to
participate in both amphibious and non-amphibious exercises in the Pacific recently to help
boost interoperability with potential partners beyond just the United States as it grows its
amphibious force – and special attention has been paid to Australia, which is also in the
process of growing an amphibious capability of its own. The full article can be accessed here
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About the RUSI of NSW
Founded as the United Service Institution of New South Wales in 1888, the
Royal United Services Institute of New South Wales today is one of seven selfgoverning constituent bodies of the Royal United Services Institute of Australia.
The aim of the Institute is to promote informed debate on, and to improve public awareness
and understanding of, defence and national security. To this end, the Institute:







contributes to the national debate on defence and national security policy;
publishes a highly-respected professional journal;
arranges regular lectures and seminars on defence and national security issues and
occasionally on military history;
organises visits to defence and security establishments;
operates a public library, specialising in defence and security literature dating from
the late 18th century to the current day; and
conducts social and networking functions for members.

The Institute’s rooms and the Ursula Davidson military history Library are on Level 20,
Defence Plaza, 270 Pitt Street, Sydney – very close to Town Hall and Museum railway
stations. Tea/coffee and biscuits are available without charge and members and visitors are
encouraged to use the facilities for reading or research, or just as a base when visiting the
city of Sydney. However, prior to visiting, please contact the Office Manager to arrange
access to the Office. For additional information please visit our website at
www.rusinsw.org.au or call the Office at (02) 9393 2325.
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Membership of the Royal United Services
Institute of New South Wales is open to any person
who supports the aims of the Institute, and is
prepared to abide by its rules.
Our members come from diverse backgrounds, but
we all share an interest in promoting informed
debate on defence and national security, while at
the same time expanding our own personal understanding of such matters. We address both
current defence affairs and historical perspectives.
This is a cordial invitation for you to join our Institute. Please use the Join Online option, pay
the fee by credit card or PayPal, and you will instantly become a provisional member of the
Institute. Alternately, a postal membership application form can be downloaded here.
Simply fill out the form and forward it with your cheque. Our financial year runs from July to
June and there is an attractive discount to the annual fee for new members who join partway through the financial year. Ordinary membership is $45 p.a. and includes the valuable
benefits outlined here.
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