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Introduction
Welcome to this month’s issue of the electronic newsletter of the Royal United
Services Institute of NSW (RUSI NSW), the aim of which is to provide members,
stakeholders, and other interested parties up to date news of our latest activities
and events as well as selective information on defence issues.
There is no charge to receive this newsletter electronically and recipients are not Major General J. S.
CB, Founder
required to be a member of the RUSI of NSW. Invite your colleagues to receive Richardson
of RUSI NSW
this newsletter by going to the newsletter page on the RUSI NSW website
http://www.rusinsw.org.au/Newsletter where they can register their email contact details.

Special Event
RUSI NSW Christmas Luncheon Wednesday 2nd December 2015
Victoria Barracks Paddington 12 noon Dress: Business Suit
RSVP and registration payment required prior to 26th November.
Cost: $70 per person includes Arrival Canapés, 2 course lunch, wine
and non-alcoholic drinks, with tea and coffee and cheese platter in the
lounge. Please be aware that access is through the Moore Park Road
entrance.
Click here for the flyer and registration form.

Additional lecture
Friday 18th December 2015 Brigadier Phillip Bridie AM, army reservist who
spent 12 months in Afghanistan as Deputy Commander for USA and NATO's
headquarters in Kabul. Subject: "Command on Allied forces in Afghanistan"
This is open to any interested person. Attendance fees are: Members $10.00;
Non-members $15.00. Pre-event registration is unnecessary. To be held at
Sydney Mechanics’ School of Arts, Level 1 280 Pitt Street, Sydney. Tea/coffee
is available before the lecture at no cost. A sandwich lunch is also available
from 12 noon (cost: $8.00), but it must be ordered through the office (9393 2325) by 2 pm on
the day before the lecture.

Official Newsletter of the Royal United Services Institute
New
Page
| 1 South Wales
www.rusinsw.org.au office@rusinsw.org.au Telephone: (02) 9393 2325

ABN 80 724 654 162
Fax: (02) 9393 3543

2

Latest News
ADF personnel honour the fallen
From the National Ceremony in
Canberra
to
our
smallest
operation in Israel, Australian
Defence Force personnel paused
on
11th
November,
Remembrance Day, to remember
the fallen. The Australian War
Memorial acknowledged the
contribution of Indigenous service
personnel with Able Seaman

Governor-General of the Commonwealth of
Australia, His Excellency General the Honourable Sir
Peter Cosgrove, AK, MC (Ret'd) and Lady Cosgrove,
His Royal Highness The Prince of Wales and Her Royal
Highness The Duchess of Cornwall lay a wreath at the
Tomb o of the Unknown Soldier during the 2015
Remembrance Day National Ceremony.

Boatswains Mate Alan Patterson’s
didgeridoo performance, while
100 members of Australia’s
Federation Guard formed a Royal Guard of Honour for His Royal
Highness the Prince of Wales and Her Royal Highness, the Duchess of
Cornwall. The Royal couple paid their respects alongside the Chief of the
Defence Force, Air Chief Marshal Mark Binskin.
Remembrance Day ceremony
held in the Middle East’s Gulf
Region. Coalition Defence
personnel from New Zealand,
Britain, Italy, the Netherlands
and the United States gathered
to pay respect at the Australianled event.

“This year, the Anzac Centenary has highlighted Australia’s deep respect for our nation’s service
men and women, both past and present,” Air Chief Marshal Binskin said. “Today we honour all
those who served before us as well as those who have served beside us in contemporary
conflicts.” “We pause not only to remember those who died, but all those Australians who have
made sacrifices in the name of service – particularly those who continue to endure the physical
and emotional scars of war.”
Around 2,000 deployed personnel participated in Remembrance Day services in the Middle East
Region, onboard Royal Australian Navy ships and on operations around the world.

Joint Press Conference by Secretary Carter, Secretary Kerry, Australian Foreign
Minister Bishop and Australian Minister for Defence Payne in Boston,
Massachusetts
Following the 30th Australian-U.S. Ministerial Dialogue, held in Boston in October, the
participants held a press conference. The full transcript can be accessed here, including the
comments of the Minister for Defence, Senator the Hon Marise Payne, that are provided below:
“We discussed a number of ways in which we can further enhance our bilateral relationship. We
strongly reiterated our shared commitment to the full implementation of the U.S. force posture
initiatives in Australia. As Secretary Carter said, we have signed a joint statement underpinning
that defense cooperation between our two countries. As part of that, we have a very strong
agreement to pursue enhanced naval cooperation, which we’ll include through additional
combined training and exercises between our two navies. We discussed further developing our

Official Newsletter of the Royal United Services Institute
New
Page
| 2 South Wales
www.rusinsw.org.au office@rusinsw.org.au Telephone: (02) 9393 2325

ABN 80 724 654 162
Fax: (02) 9393 3543

3
interoperability through those new
shared capabilities. The acquisition
program which Australia has in front
of it at the moment can only see that
grow further. So those — this
opportunity to — to speak one on
one with the secretary in relation to
some very specific aspects of that
program, some very specific projects
that we have and will have underway
has been extremely important.
We’ve looked at ways to maintain
L to R: Australian Minister for Defence Payne, Australian Foreign Minister Bishop, US
and enhance our cooperation in
Secretary Kerry and US Secretary Carter. Image source:
areas such as intelligence sharing,
http://foreignminister.gov.au/
including in the very important 21stcentury domains of space and cyber. We talked about the pace at which these things change and
move, and the need to ensure that we are at the leading edge of capability together in that
regard. And, as Minister Bishop referred to, we are in — in very close proximity with our prime
minister on that particular issue of innovation, of creativity, of agility and flexibility. He has also
appointed, of course, a minister for industry and innovation, and I expect to be working very
closely with regard to matters in defense science particularly and defense industry with that
minister.
Importantly, we have also looked in great detail at ways in which we can enhance our work
together to strengthen our relationships in and across the region. That U.S. rebalance to the
region continues and will continue to present enormous opportunities for both Australia and the
United States to work together and with our key regional partners in support of sustaining a
strong U.S. presence in the Asia- Pacific. We are very supportive of that rebalance, and we
welcome that engagement very strongly.
The secretary and I also discussed our shared interests in addressing the complex global security
challenges that we both currently face as nations on the international stage. We of course know
that there are continuing concerns about, at the very least, instability and unrest across the
Middle East, including in Syria and Iraq. We strongly reiterated our support for the development
of the Afghan national defense and security forces, noting the enormous strides which they have
made in recent times. Notwithstanding that,
there is of course more to do, but we begin
certainly from Secretary Carter and my
engagement, we begin in a very good place in
regard to that.
What I believe our discussions yesterday and
today have most importantly done is to
reinforce the strength of our very contemporary
alliance cooperation. I think that we are very
well-placed to meet the challenges and the
opportunities that the future may present to us,
and most importantly, we look forward to doing Foreign Minister Julie Bishop and US Secretary of State John Kerry
take a stroll through Boston Common during a break in AUSMIN
that together in the strongest alliance possible consultations in Boston, October 13,2015. photo by Trevor
Collens/DFAT.
with the United States.”
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Statement by Minister for Defence “Freedom of
Navigation in the South China Sea” 27 October 2015
The United States has publicly declared its policy of conducting
Freedom of Navigation operations globally, consistent with
international law. It is important to recognise that all states have a
right under international law to freedom of navigation and freedom
of overflight, including in the South China Sea. Australia strongly
supports these rights.
Australia is not involved in the current United States activity in the
South China Sea. Australia has a legitimate interest in the
maintenance of peace and stability, respect for international law, unimpeded trade and freedom
of navigation and overflight in the South China Sea. Approximately sixty per cent of Australia’s
exports pass through the South China Sea. Australia continues to cooperate closely with the
United States and other regional partners on maritime security.

Troops bound for Iraq farewelled in
Brisbane
Some 300 Australian Defence Force
members were formally farewelled in
Brisbane on 31st October ahead of their
departure for Iraq under Operation Okra.
The Chief of the Defence Force, Air Chief
Marshal Mark Binskin, AC, the Chief of the
Australian Army, Lieutenant General Angus
Campbell, DSC, AM, the Commander of the
Army’s 1st Division, Major General Stuart
Smith, AO, DSC; and Federal Member for Ryan Jane Prentice MP, joined families and friends of
the ADF members at the farewell parade.
The second rotation of the ADF’s Building Partner Capacity contingent, known as Task Group
Taji 2, is a combined force of Australian and New Zealand Defence Force (NZDF) personnel. Air
Chief Marshal Binskin said the second rotation of Task Group Taji would carry on the important
work of the ADF members currently serving in Iraq. “Our Building Partner Capacity mission is
critical to increasing capability across Iraq’s security forces and enabling them to take the fight to
Daesh. “Those Iraqis who have completed Coalition-led training programs perform at a higher
standard than their peers demonstrating greater skill, confidence and resilience on the
battlefield.
The Commander of 7th Brigade, Brigadier Adam Findlay, AM, whose troops make up the majority
of the departing force, thanked the families and friends of the deploying personnel for their
support. Commander of Task Group Taji 2, Colonel Gavin Keating, said the aim was to help to
empower the Iraqis to shape their own destiny. “Building Partner Capacity is all about training
the Iraqi Security Forces so they can defeat Daesh and achieve peace and stability,” he said. Task
Group Taji 2 will comprise a headquarters element, training team, force protection and support
elements.
Operation Okra is the ADF’s contribution to the international effort to combat the Daesh terrorist
threat in Iraq.
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Sydney farewells namesake Royal Australian Navy ship
On
7
November,
Australia
farewelled a Royal Australian Navy
ship that has served the country
for over three decades in a
ceremony on Sydney Harbour. The
Governor-General, His Excellency
General the Honourable Sir Peter
Cosgrove, AK MC (Retd), together
with the Minister for Defence,
Senator the Hon Marise Payne,
and Chief of Navy Vice Admiral Tim Former Sydney crew members pose in front of HMAS Sydney
Barrett, AO, CSC, RAN, attended the decommissioning of HMAS Sydney, at her homeport of
Garden Island, Sydney.
Minister Payne paid tribute to the service of ship’s company past and present. “It is important
to acknowledge the hard work and dedication of the current and former crews who have called
Sydney home,” Minister Payne said. Minister Payne said the fourth Royal Australian Navy ship
to bear the name Sydney had a proud history spanning over 32 years. “The ship has served
Australia with distinction including during active service to Kuwait in 1991, East Timor in 1999,
and subsequent deployments to the
Middle East; earning a Meritorious
Unit Citation during the First Gulf
War,” Minister Payne said.
Sydney was built at the Todd Pacific
Shipyards in Seattle, Washington, in
the United States and commissioned in
1983. Her commissioning crew trained
there for just over 12 months before
sailing for Australian waters.

Women in Defence conference addresses gender diversity
The 3rd annual Chief of Defence Force, Women in Defence, conference held in October in
Canberra reaffirmed Defence’s ongoing commitment to improve gender diversity across the
organisation. Themed ‘Our People and Capability’, the two day conference brought together
leaders from across Defence and other Government agencies, allied militaries and Defence
industry to share best-practice policies, challenge myths and build networks.
Speaking to the conference via video link, the Chief of the Defence Force, Air Chief Marshal Mark
Binskin, challenged participants to consider what steps they will take personally to make the ADF
and wider Defence organisation a more diverse and inclusive workplace. “Increasing gender
diversity improves capability.” “A diverse workforce is the antidote to group-think. The greater
the diversity, the greater the range of ideas and insights to challenge the accepted norms, assess
risks and develop creative solutions. “A diverse and inclusive ADF is one where every person
feels valued for their contribution,” Air Chief Marshal Binskin said.
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Over the past three years, Defence
has made a concerted effort to
recruit more women to the ADF and
focussed significant effort on
retaining women who are already
serving in the ADF. The Women in
Defence conference is held annually
to highlight gender issues and their
effects on Defence capability.

Mona Shindy named the 2015 Telstra NSW Business Women of the Year
Royal Australian Navy weapons engineer Captain Mona Shindy has
been named the 2015 Telstra NSW businesswoman of the year.
Captain Shindy addressed our Institute in March of this year on
“Islam in the Australian context”.
Image source:
https://www.youtube.com/user/WomensAwards

Institute News
Executive and Council Meetings. An Executive Meeting was held on the 9th November.

Upcoming RUSI NSW Events
Wednesday 2 December 2015 RUSI NSW Christmas Luncheon Victoria Barracks
Paddington, Moore Park Road Gate 12 noon Dress: Business Suit
RSVP and registration payment by 24th November
Cost: $70 per person Registration flyer click here
To pay via Credit card on PayPal click here
Additional lecture: Friday 18th December 2015 Brigadier Phillip Bridie AM,
army reservist who spent 12 months in Afghanistan as Deputy Commander
for USA and NATO's headquarters in Kabul. Subject: "Command on Allied
forces in Afghanistan" Please note this is a Friday lecture. This is open to
any interested person. Attendance fees are: Members $10.00; Non-members
$15.00. Pre-event registration is unnecessary. To be held at Sydney
Mechanics’ School of Arts, Level 1 280 Pitt Street, Sydney. Tea/coffee is
available before the lecture at no cost. A sandwich lunch is also available from 12 noon (cost:
$8.00), but it must be ordered through the office (9393 2325) by 2 pm on the day before the
lecture.
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RUSI NSW Office will be closed from 19th December 2015 until Monday 18th January 2016
Wednesday 27th January 2016 Neil James Australian Defence Association & RUSIA - Subject:
"The formulation of Australian Defence policy" This is open to any interested
person. Attendance fees are: Members $10.00; Non-members $15.00. Preevent registration is unnecessary. To be held at Sydney Mechanics’ School of
Arts, Level 1 280 Pitt Street, Sydney. Tea/coffee is available before the lecture
at no cost. A sandwich lunch is also available from 12 noon (cost: $8.00), but
it must be ordered through the office (9393 2325) by 2 pm on the day before
the lecture.

Tuesday 23rd February 2016 Roman Quaedvlieg Commissioner, Australian Border Force Subject: "The Australian Border Force" This is open to any interested person.
Attendance fees are: Members $10.00; Non-members $15.00. Pre-event
registration is unnecessary. To be held at Sydney Mechanics’ School of Arts,
Level 1 280 Pitt Street, Sydney. Tea/coffee is available before the lecture at
no cost. A sandwich lunch is also available from 12 noon (cost: $8.00), but it
must be ordered through the office (9393 2325) by 2 pm on the day before
Image source: https://www.border.gov.au/australian-borderthe lecture.
force-abf/who-we-are

Tuesday 29th March 2016 Admiral Chris Barrie AC RAN (Ret’d) Climate Institute - Subject:
"Climate change and its implications for the Australian Defence Force." This
is open to any interested person. Attendance fees are: Members $10.00;
Non-members $15.00. Pre-event registration is unnecessary. To be held at
Sydney Mechanics’ School of Arts, Level 1 280 Pitt Street, Sydney.
Tea/coffee is available before the lecture at no cost. A sandwich lunch is
also available from 12 noon (cost: $8.00), but it must be ordered through
the office (9393 2325) by 2 pm on the day before the lecture.

Tuesday 26th April 2016 LTCOL Peter Sweeney RFD (Ret’d) RUSI Historian &
Battlefield Guide - Subject: "The Battle of Fromelles, 19-20 July 1916"
This is open to any interested person. Attendance fees are: Members
$10.00; Non-members $15.00. Pre-event registration is unnecessary. To be
held at Sydney Mechanics’ School of Arts, Level 1 280 Pitt Street, Sydney.
Tea/coffee is available before the lecture at no cost. A sandwich lunch is
also available from 12 noon (cost: $8.00), but it must be ordered through
the office (9393 2325) by 2 pm on the day before the lecture.

Image source: Peter
Sweeney

Tuesday 31 May 2016
A half-day seminar on Cyber and Space
Warfare is being planned to be held at Parliament House. Details to
follow.
Image source :
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/User:Mlhooten
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Tuesday 28th June MAJGEN P. W. Gilmore, AO, DSC Commander, Forces Command - Subject:
"Raising and training an army in the 21st century" This is open to any
interested person. Attendance fees are: Members $10.00; Non-members
$15.00. Pre-event registration is unnecessary. To be held at Sydney
Mechanics’ School of Arts, Level 1 280 Pitt Street, Sydney. Tea/coffee is
available before the lecture at no cost. A sandwich lunch is also available
from 12 noon (cost: $8.00), but it must be ordered through the office
(9393 2325) by 2 pm on the day before the lecture.

Tuesday 26th July AVM Gavin Turnbull Air Commander Australia (ACAUST)
- Subject: "Fighting the 21st century air war" This is open to any interested
person. Attendance fees are: Members $10.00; Non-members $15.00. Preevent registration is unnecessary. To be held at Sydney Mechanics’ School
of Arts, Level 1 280 Pitt Street, Sydney. Tea/coffee is available before the
lecture at no cost. A sandwich lunch is also available from 12 noon (cost:
$8.00), but it must be ordered through the office (9393 2325) by 2 pm on
the day before the lecture.

Upcoming Events by other Organisations
Saturday 21 November 2015 The Military History & Heritage Victoria Conference all day
conference in Melbourne “A Hot Cold War – Korea 1950 – 1953”
Registration can be accessed by clicking here.

Recent Past Events of the Institute
Tuesday 29 September 2015 – The Annual General Meeting was held at 5.15 – 6.00 pm, following
the Commission of Inquiry, at the Sydney Mechanics’ School of Arts, 280 Pitt Street.
Tuesday 27 October 2015 A lunchtime lecture was held at the Sydney Mechanics School of Arts
Theatre, Level 1, 280 Pitt Street. The speaker was Professor Clive Williams, Terrorism Expert,
Macquarie University and the subject was “The evolving threat from Islamic State”.
See page 9 for images of the event.
Monday 16 November 2015 Lunchtime lecture was held at 1.00pm at the Sydney Mechanics
School of Arts Theatre, Level 1, 280 Pitt Street – the speaker will be Mr Peter Hartcher, Journalist
and the subject is “2015: The year in review”
See page 10 for images of the event.
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RUSI NSW October Luncheon Lecturer
"The evolving threat from Islamic
State”. [Clockwise] Professor Clive
Williams, Terrorism Expert, Macquarie
University; RUSI NSW membership
presented by Vice President John
Hutcheson; Professor Williams
conversing with President David Leece
(centre) and Councilor Michael Flynn;
Professor Williams with RUSI member
Fred Chilton; a large number of the
armed forces were present in the
audience; Professor Williams speaking
with RUSI member Robert Crawford;
Professor Williams presenting his
lecture.
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RUSI NSW November Sir Herman Black Lecture "2015 The year in
review." Clockwise from top left: Peter Hartcher presenting his
2015 Year in Review Lecture; Mr Peter Hartcher; RUSI NSW Vice
President John Hutcheson presenting Honorary membership to
Peter Hatcher; part of the large number of attendees; Peter
Hartcher speaking with RUSI member Robert Crawford.
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General Defence News
Royal Australian Navy Task Group
completes visit to Malaysia and
Indonesia HMA Ships Arunta, Stuart and
Sirius, will shortly complete their two and
a half month deployment to North, South
and South East Asia. Following the
recent combined exercise at sea with the
French frigate FNS Vendemiaire in
international waters off the coast of
Vietnam, the Royal Australian Navy Task
Group has now detached to conduct
further international engagement with
our
regional
neighbours.

HMAS Arunta and Sirius conduct a Replenishment at Sea while transiting
through the South China Sea enroute to Subic Bay, Philippines.

HMAS Stuart proceeded to Sabah Port in Kota Kinabalu, Malaysia where it has just completed a
logistics resupply visit. HMAS Arunta and Sirius have just arrived in Surabaya, Indonesia, for a
goodwill visit and participation in a naval exercise with the Indonesian Navy, the TNI-AL. The visit
to Kota Kinabalu by HMAS Stuart will be its second port visit to Malaysia during the current
deployment, having first visited Kemaman, where the ship conducted various shore-based
interactions with the Royal Malaysian Navy.
HMAS Arunta and HMAS Sirius arrived in Surabaya, East Java on 9 November for a port visit and
participation in Exercise NEW HORIZON. This exercise is a biennial maritime exercise between
the RAN and the TNI-AL. It encompasses a series of combined training activities, such as basic
mariner and navigational skills, designed to promote interoperability, professionalism and trust
between the naval forces in the maritime domain. Commanding Officer HMAS Arunta,
Commander Cameron Steil said, “As our closest neighbour, both Australia and Indonesia share
many common interests, not the least of which is maritime security in our region.
“Our
relationship with the TNI-AL and Indonesia in general remains one of the most important that we
have in this region.”
Following their respective visits to
Malaysia and Indonesia, the Task
Group will re-form before returning to
Australia to participate in further
exercises closer to home. Overall, the
deployment by the Royal Australian
Navy Task Group has involved visits to
India, Japan, China, South Korea,
Vietnam, Singapore, the Philippines,
Malaysia, and Indonesia and is part of
the
Navy’s
routine
regional
engagement activities in North, South,
and South East.
(L to R) Commanding Officer of KRI Diponegoro Lieutenant Commander Daru;
Commanding Officer of KRI Usman Harun, Captain Didong Rio; Commanding
Officer of HMAS Arunta, Commander Cameron Steil, RAN and the Executive Officer
of HMAS Sirius Commander Cindy Jenkins, RAN at the Exercise New Horizon
closing ceremony
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RAAF completes the C-17A Globemaster Fleet.
welcomed its newest aircraft into
service at RAAF Base Amberley on 4
November. The acquisition of two
additional Boeing C-17A Globemaster
III aircraft, and associated equipment
and facilities, is a $1 billion investment
in Australia’s ability to provide vital
heavy airlift to a range of global
military
operations.
”With
extraordinary lift and range, the C-17A
Globemaster is an integral part of the
Australian Defence Force’s airlift

The Royal Australian Air Force officially

capability. It allows Australia to rapidly Chief of Air Force Air Marshal Leo Davies, AO, CSC receives a cased flag from Boeing
Mr Sydney Blocher, JR during the ceremony for the arrival of
deploy troops, combat equipment, representative
Globemaster A41-212 to the Air Force fleet.
tanks, helicopters and humanitarian
resources worldwide,” Minister Brough said. “The C-17A Globemaster has played a central role in
the ADF’s activities, including supporting the international effort to combat Daesh in Iraq and
Syria, recovering the victims of the MH-17 tragedy in the Ukraine, and delivering disaster relief to
victims of the Vanuatu cyclone and Queensland floods.”
Chief of Air Force, Air Marshal Leo Davies, AO, CSC, said the Royal Australian Air Force was part
of the global fleet of C-17A Globemasters, including the global sustainment system that delivered
improved interoperability with our coalition partners. “The C-17A Globemaster is an incredibly
versatile aircraft. It allows us to provide an air bridge from Australia with supplies to the men and
women deployed around the world, support Army
operations, and assist at home with disaster relief
such as the Queensland floods,” Air Marshal Davies
said. “Additional aircraft mean we can better meet
the demands of moving personnel and equipment,
within the short timeframes required in emergency
situations, such as floods and cyclones.”

Commanding Officer of No 36 Squadron Wing Commander
Steve Pesce was the aircraft captain for the flight to bring the
RAAF's eighth C-17A Globemaster to RAAF Base Amberley.

Australia has worked closely with the United States
Air Force to acquire the additional operating
capability within a short time-frame, supporting the
Government’s commitment to building a strong,
capable and sustainable Australian Defence Force.

KC-30A returns from successful trials with F-35A Joint Strike Fighter. A Royal Australia Air Force
KC-30A Multi-Role Tanker Transport has returned home from successful refueling trials with the
F-35A Lightning II, better known as the Joint Strike Fighter (JSF). Operating from Edwards Air
Force Base in the California desert, the RAAF KC-30A flew 12 sorties with a United States Air
Force F-35A from 23 September to 26 October. Using the 18-metre-long Advanced Refueling
Boom System (ARBS) mounted on the tail of the KC-30A, the RAAF crew made a total of 479 ‘dry’
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and 24 ‘wet’ contacts with the refueling receptacle on the F-35A, and transferred more than 95
tonnes of fuel. KC-30A Transition and Receiver Clearance Manager Wing Commander Grant Kelly
said the trials would allow RAAF and foreign F-35As alike to be refueled. “These trials are
another important step in building KC-30A capability and the results will inform the training
practices of current and future RAAF personnel
on both aircraft types,” WGCDR Kelly said.
Throughout the trials at Edwards Air Force Base,
the KC-30A was operated by personnel from No.
33 Squadron. A flight test team from the RAAF’s
Aircraft Research and Development Unit,
supported by flight test instrumentation
engineers from the Aerospace Systems
Engineering Squadron, was integrated within the
USAF Test Centre to work on a dynamic test
program. The KC-30A capability will continue A United States Air Force F-35A Joint Strike Fighter flies in
formation with a Royal Australian Air Force KC-30A Multi-Role
growing, with the next series of refueling trials to Tanker Transport during boom refuelling trials in the United
include the C-17A Globemaster and P-8A States. The F-35A is equipped with symmetrical external stores for
this trial.
Poseidon. The fleet of five KC-30As at RAAF Base
Amberley will be supplemented by two more aircraft in 2018.
Australia has committed to 72 F-35As to be based at RAAF Bases Williamtown and Tindal, with
the first aircraft arriving in late 2018. The F-35A will replace the ageing F/A-18A/B Hornet with a
5th-generation networked fighter aircraft.
Defence Exercises
International mine warfare exercise in Hobart. A mine countermeasures exercise, involving
seven Navies was held in Hobart during October. Exercise DUGONG 15 brought mine warfare and
dive teams from Australia, Canada, the United Kingdom and United States together for two
weeks to practice contemporary mine warfare and dive salvage techniques and procedures.
New Zealand also took part, deploying headquarters personnel. Two Swedish officers and one
Indian officer attended as observers. Commander Australian Mine Warfare Clearance Diving Task
Group, Commander Max Muller, said
maintaining freedom of navigation and
movement through sea lanes for legitimate
maritime trade was of vital importance to
Australia and our allies. The teams which
represented Australia at DUGONG were: Mine
Warfare and Clearance Diving Task Group, Sea
Training Group, HMAS Yarra, DMS Seahorse
Horizon, Mine Warfare Team 16, Australian
Clearance Diving Team Four, the Defence
Science and Technology Group, Australian
Maritime Warfare Centre, the Mine Warfare
Faculty and the Guided Weapons Sustainment
Sailors from HMAS Yarra take control of the steading line as they deploy
Program Office, along with the Hobart based
the ships SUTEC Double Eagle mine disposal vehicle during mine
Australian Naval Reserve Diving Team Ten.
operations at Exercise Dugong 2015.
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Defence Industry
Defence industry benefits from Joint Strike Fighter
exports. BAE Systems Australia is the latest of some 30
Australian companies who have won production work for
the global F-35 Joint Strike Fighter program. Under a
long-term agreement with Northrop Grumman Lockheed Martin's F-35 production line. Image credit:
Martin Source:
Corporation valued at US$15 million, BAE Systems Lockheed
http://www.australiandefence.com.au/news/baeAustralia has begun exporting high-end circuit boards systems-secures-more-f-35-work
and sub-system assemblies for the Joint Strike Fighter. Already, Australian companies have
secured more than AUD$500 million of work, with Defence estimating that Australian industry
will win at least US$1.5 billion worth of work in the production phase of the Joint Strike Fighter
program,” Minister Brough said. “I congratulate BAE Systems Australia on achieving this
milestone and their commitment to gaining qualification with Northrop Grumman for the Joint
Strike Fighter program.” The Adelaide-based BAE Systems Australia will export parylene–coated
circuit boards, which will be used in the Joint Strike Fighter’s Communication, Navigation and
Identification (CNI) system, developed by Northrop Grumman. The parylene coating protects the
boards from the harsh conditions in the aerospace environment. ADM full article

International
Confusion surround U.S. South China Sea
Freedom of Navigation Operation. In the
USNI News Weekly Update for 11/11/2015,
Sam Lagrone reported that confusion
continues to surround the U.S. South China
Sea Freedom of Navigation (FON) Operation.
His report outlined that in late October USS
Lassen (DDG-82) made about a 72 nautical
mile loop around Chinese, Vietnamese and
Filipino territorial holdings in the Spratly
Islands as part of the longstanding U.S. USS Lassen (DDG-82). US Navy Photo
freedom of navigation (FON) program, in conjunction with a nearby P-8A Poseidon maritime
surveillance aircraft.
Multiple sources confirmed to USNI News, that Lassen’s mission was to enter the 12 nautical
mile bubble around Subi Reef without the prior notification the Chinese have asked for around
their artificial islands in the South China Sea—testing the freedom of navigation rights in
territories the United States views as an international common. Subi Reef, in particular, was
chosen as the Chinese installation since it was built on a low-tide elevation, which is not
recognized by maritime law as a feature that can command a territorial sea, several sources told
USNI News.
However, Lassen conducted the transit with the characteristics of an “innocent passage,” a
defense official and others familiar with the operation told USNI News. Under the rules of
innocent passage, a warship can enter another country’s territorial waters unannounced as long
as the ship does not undertake any military operations, such as activating fire control radars,
running drills, launching helicopters or transmitting propaganda. However, a Pentagon
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spokesman Capt. Jeff Davis subsequently told USNI News that Lassen did not conduct an
innocent passage.
Such lack of clarity surrounding the mission is arguably antithetical to the root of FON ops. The
operations under the U.S. FON program, begun in the 1970s, are designed to “make crystal clear
determination” of what national claim in opposition to international law a ship or aircraft is
contesting, Gregory Poling of the Center for Strategic and International Studies told USNI News.
Poling maintained that the FON op was a necessary because of China’s persistence in enforcing
claims that ran counter to international law. “We did a freedom of navigation operation and that
is important and needed,” he said. “China has a bevy of restrictions that it is trying to place on
the regular operation of ships and overflight [in the region].” However, not explaining the
operation publically is unhelpful, Poling said.
“Allowing this kind of confusion is
counterproductive because now it is unclear exactly what we were contesting,” he said.
The full report by Sam Lagrone can be accessed here
US Defense - Northrop Grumman Wins Long Range Strike Bomber Contest. The RAeS
Commentary & Analysis of 28th October reported that Northrop Grumman has won the hugely
important LRS-B long-range strike bomber competition in the US. To be the backbone of future
strike and deterrence capability, the new bomber, when built, will replace the now dwindling
fleet of Boeing-built B-52 bombers which first flew in 1952 and has, since it entered service 60
years ago in 1955, been the backbone of the US heavy-bomber fleet ever since.
The $80bn project, which may be regarded as the most significant planned US defence
programme, will meet the long-range strike bomber needs for the next 50 years. The
commentator from RAeS understands that its design will be based as a manned platform that
could eventually be transformed into unmanned capability. The new bomber is a crucial
requirement for the US Air Force and it will be welcomed by NATO allies as a strong response to
those who have suggested the US Government response to increased Russian and Chinese
dominance has been weak.
The US Air Force said that it will buy 100 of the new bombers at a newly calculated average cost
of $564m each. The Northrop Grumman contract is for an initial set of 21 aircraft, plus $23.5bn in
engineering and development costs. The estimated total cost to develop and purchase the full
fleet would be $80bn.
While the new bomber is, alongside that of the
Lockheed Martin F-35 Joint Strike Fighter programme,
the most significant and important defence equipment
capability projects planned, others include a new airlaunched nuclear armed cruise missile that has a
current estimated cost somewhere between $15bn to
$20bn. Confirmation of the new bomber marks an
important milestone in the Pentagon’s broader
modernisation plan that includes nuclear submarines
and intercontinental ballistic missiles (ICBMs).
Image Source: Defense News
http://www.defensenews.com/story/defense/2015/10/27/northrop-grumman-wins-usaf-bomber-contract/74661394/
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About the RUSI of NSW
Founded as the United Service Institution of New South Wales in 1888, the Royal
United Services Institute of New South Wales today is one of seven self-governing
constituent bodies of the Royal United Services Institute of Australia.
The aim of the Institute is to promote informed debate on, and to improve public awareness and
understanding of, defence and national security. To this end, the Institute:







contributes to the national debate on defence and national security policy;
publishes a highly-respected professional journal;
arranges regular lectures and seminars on defence and national security issues and
occasionally on military history;
organises visits to defence and security establishments;
operates a public library, specialising in defence and security literature dating from the
late 18th century to the current day; and
conducts social and networking functions for members.

The Institute’s rooms and the Ursula Davidson military history Library are on Level 20, Defence
Plaza, 270 Pitt Street, Sydney – very close to Town Hall and Museum railway stations. Tea/coffee
and biscuits are available without charge and members and visitors are encouraged to use the
facilities for reading or research, or just as a base when visiting the city of Sydney. However,
prior to visiting, please contact the Office Manager to arrange access to the Office. For additional
information please visit our website at www.rusinsw.org.au or call the Office at (02) 9393 2325.
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________________________________________________________________

RUSI NSW Office will be closed
from 19th December 2015 until Monday 18th January 2016

This is the final newsletter for 2015
Our next newsletter will be sent out late January 2016

We wish all our readers a
happy and safe Christmas, holiday break
and a prosperous 2016

________________________________________________________________
RUSI NSW & Copyright
Unless otherwise attributed, all images in this newsletter are sourced from
Department of Defence under their copyright rules
http://images.defence.gov.au/fotoweb/
This work is copyright. You may download, display, print and reproduce this material in unaltered form only
(retaining this notice and imagery metadata) for your personal, non-commercial use.
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