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Introduction  
 

Welcome to this month’s issue of the electronic newsletter of the Royal United 
Services Institute of NSW (RUSI NSW), the aim of which is to provide members, 
stakeholders, and other interested parties up to date news of our latest 
activities and events as well as selective information on defence issues.   

 
There is no charge to receive this newsletter electronically and recipients are 
not required to be a member of the RUSI of NSW.  Invite your colleagues to 
receive this newsletter by going to the newsletter page on the RUSI NSW website 
http://www.rusinsw.org.au/Newsletter   where they can register their email contact details. 
 

Latest Events 
 

Royal United Services Institute of New South 
Wales 127th Anniversary Luncheon  Friday 21 

August 2015  at 12 noon for 12.30pm  at Level 4 of the 
Castlereagh Hotel 169-171 Castlereagh Street.  The cost is 
$80.00 which includes two courses and wine.   
Bookings are now closed 
 
 

 
 

 
Tuesday 25 August 2015– Lunchtime lecture at 1.00pm at the Sydney 
Mechanics School of Arts Theatre, Level 1, 280 Pitt Street – the speaker will be 
Mr James Brown, Director Alliance 21 Program, University of Sydney and the 
subject is “China’s activities in the South China Sea” 

Call the office to order a sandwich lunch 9399 2325 
 

 
 
Tuesday 29 September 2015 – An all-day Gallipoli 1915 August Offensive 
Centenary Commission of Inquiry will be held at the Sydney Mechanics School of 
Arts Theatre, Level 1, 280 Pitt Street. COST: Members and students $45; Non-
Members $60 [includes lunch and refreshments] 
RSVP and payment required by Thursday 24th September 2015. To book:  contact 
the Office Manager on 9393 2325       Registration Form       Information Page 

 

 

Locked Bag 18,  
Darlinghurst NSW 2010 
Level 20, 270 Pit Street  

SYDNEY NSW 2000 
www.rusinsw.org.au       

office@rusinsw.org.au  
Telephone: (02) 9393 2325    

Fax: (02) 9393 3543 

Image Source: http://ussc.edu.au/people/james-brown 

Major General J. S. 
Richardson CB,  
RUSI NSW Founder 

http://www.rusinsw.org.au/Newsletter
http://www.rusinsw.org.au/documents/Gallipoli_Inquiry.pdf
http://www.rusinsw.org.au/site/Commission_of_Inquiry_2015.asp
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Latest News  

The Government’s plan for a strong and sustainable naval shipbuilding industry 
 

At a press conference on 4th August, the Prime Minister and Minister for Defence announced a 
long-term plan for a strong and sustainable naval shipbuilding industry via which the 
Government will invest over $89 billion in ships and submarines for the Navy over the next 20 
years.    
 
They said:  “The Government will implement a 
continuous build of surface warships in Australia. This 
means that Australia’s shipbuilding workforce will build 
Navy’s Future Frigates and Offshore Patrol Vessels. It’s 
the first time that any Australian government has 
committed to a permanent naval shipbuilding industry.  
This strategy will transform Australia’s naval 
shipbuilding industry and put it onto a sustainable long-
term path, giving the workforce certainty into the 
future.   The strategy includes: 
 

 Bringing forward the Future Frigate programme (SEA 5000) to replace the ANZAC class 
frigates. As part of this decision, we will confirm a continuous onshore build programme to 
commence in 2020 – three years earlier than scheduled under Labor’s Defence Capability 
Plan. This decision will save over 500 hundred jobs and help reduce the risks associated with 
a ‘cold start’. The Future Frigates will be built in South Australia based on a Competitive 
Evaluation Process, which will begin in October 2015. 

 Bringing forward construction of Offshore Patrol Vessels (SEA 1180) to replace the Armidale 
class patrol boats by two years, with a continuous onshore build commencing in 2018 
following a Competitive Evaluation Process. This decision will maintain around 400 skilled 
jobs that would otherwise have been lost. It will also reduce the number of man-hours that 
would be wasted on the Future Frigate programme if the existing workforce was disbanded 
and reconstituted, setting it on a stronger path for earlier completion. 

 
In the short term these two measures will sustain around 1,000 jobs that would otherwise have 
been lost. Once both programmes ramp up they will guarantee around 2,500 Australian 
shipbuilding jobs for decades. 
 
The third major pillar of the Government’s naval shipbuilding plan will be based on the outcomes 
of the Competitive Evaluation Process (CEP) for Australia’s future submarine.  Overseen by an 
independent panel of experts, the CEP will ensure that capability, cost, schedule, and key 
strategic considerations – along with Australian industry involvement – are carefully and 
methodically considered by the Department of Defence. There will be more submarines and 
more submarine-related jobs in Australia. 
 
The Coalition Government’s historic investment in Navy capability will be a centrepiece of the 
fully-funded Defence White Paper that will be released later this year. It will set out the 
Government’s plan to equip the Australian Defence Force to meet current and future 
challenges.”        The full transcript of the press release can be accessed here  

The ASC construction facility on the Port River  
Image source: Wikipedia 

http://www.minister.defence.gov.au/2015/08/04/joint-media-release-prime-minister-and-minister-for-defence-the-governments-plan-for-a-strong-and-sustainable-naval-shipbuilding-industry/
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National parade marks a century of service of Army’s 2nd Division  
 

The Australian Army’s 2nd Division marked a 
century of service with a national parade at 
the Australian War Memorial in Canberra on 
24 July.  More than 300 soldiers travelled to 
Canberra from across Australia to take part 
in the parade, which displayed the Colours, 
Guidons and Banners of 2nd Division 
Brigades and direct command units.   The 
parade was reviewed by the Governor-
General of Australia, His Excellency General 
The Honourable Sir Peter Cosgrove, AK, MC 
(Retd) who praised the members on parade. 
“In so many ways the 2nd Division 
represents all that is good and proud about 
the Australian Army and the men and 

women who serve in it,” said Governor-General said. 

The Chief of Army, Lieutenant General Angus Campbell, DSC, AM, highlighted the important role 
played by Army’s 2nd Division.  “Today is a proud day for the Australian Army as we mark 100 
years of service of the 2nd Division,” Lieutenant General Campbell said.  “For a century, the men 
and women of the 2nd Division have played an integral role in our Army’s domestic and 
operational efforts.   “It is only fitting that we acknowledge the servicemen and women of the 
2nd Division, both past and present with this parade.” 

Commander of the 2nd Division, Major General Stephen Porter, AM, said the parade offered an 
opportunity to link the Division’s current capability with its history.  “Today’s 2nd Division units 
trace their lineage to the volunteer soldiers of the First World War who fought with our forces at 
Gallipoli,” Major General Porter said.  “As highly trained and professional Reserve members, they 
continue to uphold and build upon the 
values and legacy of those who have 
come before them.  “I am immensely 
proud of all our members on parade today 
and the vital work they continue to do for 
our Army.” 

The 2nd Division of the Australian Imperial 
Force was raised in Egypt on 26 July 1915 
and deployed to Gallipoli later that year. It 
went on to become the first Australian 
Army Division to join the battle on the 
Western Front in 1916.    

 

  

Australian Army soldiers from 2nd Division are inspected by His 
Excellency General the Honourable Sir Peter Cosgrove, Governor-
General of Australia, during the 2nd Division Centenary Parade at 
the Australian War Memorial, Canberra. 

Australian Army soldiers carry 2nd Division unit colours, guidons 
and banners off the parade ground during the centenary parade 
at the Australian War Memorial, Canberra. 
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Australia-New Zealand Defence relationship continues to deliver 

Australia’s Defence leaders hosted their New Zealand counterparts in Canberra in July for the 
Australia-New Zealand Chief Executives’ Meeting.  Australian Defence Secretary, Mr Dennis 
Richardson, and Chief of the Defence Force, Air Chief Marshal Mark Binskin meet annually with 
New Zealand Secretary of Defence, Helene Quilter and Chief of the New Zealand Defence Force 
(NZDF), Lieutenant General Tim Keating. 

Air Chief Marshal Binskin said the bilateral relationship with New Zealand is one of Australia’s 
most enduring and important Defence partnerships.  “The Anzac Centenary highlights the 
strength of our relationship, stretching from World War I to our recent operations in 
Afghanistan, Timor-Leste, the Solomon Islands and today in the Building Partner Capacity (BPC) 
mission in Iraq.   “Our efforts to support the people of Vanuatu following Tropical Cyclone Pam in 
March show the close cooperation between our Defence Forces extends to humanitarian and 
disaster relief operations in the region and, we are pleased to welcome the New Zealand 
Defence Force’s full participation in Exercise Talisman Sabre for the first time,” Air Chief Marshal 
Binskin said.  Around 620 NZDF personnel, two ships, four aircraft and nearly 50 military vehicles 
participated in Talisman Sabre.  

Chief of the New Zealand Defence Force, Lieutenant General Tim Keating, said Australia was New 
Zealand’s most important defence relationship and he welcomed the annual talks. “Our two 
defence forces work very closely together on a range of missions and operations all around the 
world, including the current Building Partner Capacity mission in Iraq.  I talk regularly with my 
counterpart, Air Chief Marshal Binskin, and the relationship between our two defence forces is in 
excellent shape at all levels.”  

Mr Richardson said the two nations had struck a good balance between practical and strategic 
engagement.   “Both Australia and New Zealand are scheduled to release Defence White Papers 
this year, providing us with new opportunities to expand our interoperability and to further align 
our strategic and policy approaches to shared global and regional security issues,” said Secretary 
Richardson.  “Today’s talks take place as both countries carry-out major Defence reforms, 
modernise our capabilities, and weigh how to respond to complex strategic challenges,” he said. 
The New Zealand Secretary of Defence, Helene Quilter, welcomed the discussions with her 
counterpart, Dennis Richardson.   “It is good that we can engage at the top level with our 
Australian counterparts on our respective White Papers, and the many other issues of mutual 
interest in the defence arena.”  

  

Australian Defence Secretary Mr Dennis Richardson and 
Chief of the Defence Force, Air Chief Marshal Mark 
Binskin 

New Zealand Secretary of Defence, Helene Quilter and 
Chief of the New Zealand Defence Force (NZDF), 
Lieutenant General Tim Keating. 
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Australian Government gifts landing craft to the Philippines 

Chief of Navy Vice Admiral Tim Barrett, 
AO, CSC, RAN, was joined at HMAS 
Cairns on 23rd July by his Philippine 
counterpart, Flag Officer in Command 
Philippine Navy, Vice Admiral Jesus 
Millan, at a ceremony to gift two 
decommissioned Australian Balikpapan 
class landing craft to the Government 
of the Philippines. 

Super Typhoon Haiyan caused 
significant devastation to the 
Philippines in November 2013, and 
approximately 500 Australian Defence 
Force personnel, including the crew of HMAS Tobruk and a deployment of Army Engineers, 
provided in-country support to the relief effort, at the request of the Philippines Government. 
“The relief effort highlighted the importance of regional sea lift options due to numerous 
airfields being inaccessible and land infrastructure impassable,” Vice Admiral Barrett said.  These 
craft will assist the Philippines defence modernisation program and improve the Philippine 
Navy’s ability to respond to future natural disasters,” Vice Admiral Barrett said. 

The decommissioned vessels, ex-HMA Ships Tarakan and Brunei, were re commissioned at the 
ceremony, into the Republic of Philippines Navy as BRP Ivatan (AT298) and BRP Batak (AT299). 
With over 40 years service, the versatility of the Balikpapan class resulted in superb logistics 
support to Australian Defence Force operations in Bougainville, East Timor and the Solomon 
Islands, and numerous humanitarian aid missions both domestically and through the region. 

Royal Australian Navy returns to Fiji 

The first Royal Australian Navy ship to visit Fiji 
since 2006 completed a six-day port visit to 
Suva on 16th July.  Commanding Officer 
HMAS Leeuwin, Lieutenant Commander 
Richard Mortimer, says his ship’s company of 
65 have been working alongside the Defence 
Forces of Fiji. “While in Suva, we conducted 
joint training with the Republic of Fiji Navy, 
concentrating on hydrography and navigation 
skills as well as damage control.  We provided 
them with tours of Leeuwin and in turn visited 
their survey facilities.”  “Today we depart 
Suva and will spend close to a month surveying waters around Fiji, including Rotuma Island with 
the Fijian Navy,” Lieutenant Commander Mortimer said.   The information gathered by his ship’s 
company will be delivered to the Republic of Fiji Hydrographic Service as well as the Australian 
Hydrographic Service in Wollongong for analysis.  

Vice Admiral Jesus Millan, AFP, Flag Officer in-Command Philippine 
Navy, shakes hands with Chief of Navy, Vice Admiral Tim Barrett, AO, 
CSC, RAN, after signing the official documentation for the Australian 
government to gift two decommissioned Landing Craft Heavy to the 
Government of the Philippines. 

Members of HMAS Leeuwin's ship's company and the Republic 
of Fiji Navy Hydrographic service pose for a photograph onboard 
HMAS Leeuwin during a survey planning meeting. 
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Major General J. S. Richardson CB,  RUSI NSW Founder  

Leeuwin is currently deployed on a three month south-west Pacific deployment.  Prior to visiting 
Fiji, the Leeuwin Class Hydrographic Survey ship visited Tonga supporting the Governor General 
at the Coronation of the King of Tonga. The ship has also participated in a tri-lateral Western & 
Central Pacific Fisheries Commission patrol with New Zealand and France. This patrol was 
conducted upon the high seas and adjacent Economic Exclusion Zones between New Zealand, 
New Caledonia and the east coast of Australia to detect and deter illegal, unreported and 
unregulated fishing operators undermining migratory fish stocks in the region.  

 
Institute News 
Executive and Council Meetings were held 10 August. 
 
New Members    A special welcome is extended to the following new members: 
Mr Sean Sulzberger ; Wing Commander (Ret'd) Headley Robert Thomas AM 
 
Deceased Members   It is with a deep sense of sadness that the passing of the following 
members is recorded:    Captain Ernest Alfred Flint MBE OAM ED (Ret'd)  ;  Flying Officer Neil 
Stewart Morris ; Captain Geoffrey St M Mills CBE RN (Ret'd) ; Lieutenant Colonel John Morley 
Phillips ;  Pilot Officer George Edward Foster    
 

 

Upcoming RUSI NSW Events  
 

Friday 21 August 2015  - 127th Anniversary Luncheon at 12 noon for 12.30pm  at 
Level 4 of the Castlereagh Hotel 169-171 Castlereagh Street.  The cost is $80.00 
which includes two courses and wine.  Click here for the registration form 
RSVP and payment required by Monday, 17th August 2015.  
To book:  contact the Office Manager on 9393 2325   

  

 
 
Tuesday 25 August 2015– Lunchtime lecture at 1.00pm at the Sydney 
Mechanics' School of Arts Theatre, Level 1, 280 Pitt Street – the speaker will 
be Mr James Brown, Director Alliance 21 Program, University of Sydney and 
the subject is “China’s activities in the South China Sea”.   
The lunchtime lectures are open to anyone interested. 
  
 

 
Tuesday 29 September 2015 – An all-day Gallipoli 1915 August Offensive 
Centenary Commission of Inquiry will be held at the Sydney Mechanics School of 
Arts Theatre, Level 1, 280 Pitt Street. COST: Members and students $45; Non-
Members $60 [includes lunch and refreshments] 
RSVP and payment required by Thursday 24th September 2015. To book:  contact 
the Office Manager on:     9393 2325     Registration Form       Information Page 

 

Image Source: http://ussc.edu.au/people/james-brown 

http://www.rusinsw.org.au/documents/ANNIVERSARY_LUNCH_2015.pdf
http://www.rusinsw.org.au/documents/Gallipoli_Inquiry.pdf
http://www.rusinsw.org.au/site/Commission_of_Inquiry_2015.asp
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Image source: Macquarie University 

Tuesday 29 September 2015 Annual General Meeting at 5.15 – 6.00 pm (following 
the Commission of Inquiry) at the Sydney Mechanics’ School of Arts, 280 Pitt Street. 
Nominations are hereby called for the following positions for the 2015-16 Council 
year: President; Vice-Presidents (2 positions); Secretary; Treasurer; Councillors (9 
positions).   
 
Tuesday 13 October 2015   Visit to Historical Aircraft Restoration Society (HARS) Albion Park 

Rail Regional Airport. The role of HARS is the preservation of 
Australian aviation history and it houses one of the largest collections 
of flying and static historic aircraft in Australia, The guide will Professor 
Michael Hough AM RFD ED  and the cost is $40.00 which includes 
entrance fee, morning tea and lunch. 
RSVP and registration is required by Wednesday 7th October.   
Click here   to download registration form with payment options  

or contact our office with any enquiries:  Ph: (02) 9393 2325   Email: office@rusinsw.org.au 

 
 
Tuesday 27 October 2015 Lunchtime lecture at 1.00pm at the Sydney 
Mechanics' School of Arts Theatre, Level 1, 280 Pitt Street  - the speaker will be 
Mr Clive Williams, Terrorism Expert, Macquarie University and the subject is 
“The evolving threat from Islamic State”.  The lunchtime lectures are open to 
anyone interested. 

 
 
 
Monday 16 November 2015 Lunchtime lecture at 1.00pm at the Sydney 
Mechanics' School of Arts Theatre, Level 1, 280 Pitt Street – the speaker will be 
Mr Peter Hartcher, Journalist and the subject is “2015: The year in review”  The 
lunchtime lectures are open to anyone interested. 
 
  

 

Upcoming Events by other Organisations  
 

22 Aug 2015  The Defence Reserves Association 2015 National Conference    This conference 
“ADF Total Force – Fact or Fiction?” will be held on Saturday 22 August 
2015 at the Novotel Sydney Brighton Beach, Cnr Grand Parade and 
Princess Street, Brighton Le Sands NSW 2216.  It is a tri-service all ranks 
Conference that will be opened by His Excellency, General The 
Honourable David Hurley AC DSC (Retd), Governor of NSW and will be 
addressed by a panel of distinguished speakers including: 
 

1. Government Defence speaker 
2. Opposition Defence speaker 
3. Senior Officers of the Australian Defence Force 
4. MAGJEN Crackett, Assistant Chief of Defence Staff, Reserve Forces 

and Cadets Division, UK Ministry of Defence 

Image source: Wikimedia 

Image source: HARS website 

Image source: Defence 
Reserves Association 

http://www.rusinsw.org.au/documents/HARS_13OCT15.pdf
mailto:office@rusinsw.org.au
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5. Leading commentators on Defence matters 

The program has been structured to provide optimal opportunities to discuss crucial issues 
affecting the ADF Reserves.  

1. Friday night (21 August) is the opportunity to settle in and meet at an informal dinner in the 
Novotel. DRA Branch Delegates will meet separately after dinner to discuss AGM Agenda 
matters. 

2. The Conference will run throughout Saturday 22 August 2015, from 0830 to 1745 hours. 
3. On Saturday evening, a tri-service all ranks Formal Dinner will be held. MAGJEN Crackett, 

Assistant Chief of Defence Staff, Reserve Forces and Cadets Division, UK Ministry of Defence 
has agreed to speak at the Dinner. 

4. On Sunday (23 August), DRA Branch Delegates will meet for the DRA 2015 Annual General 
Meeting from 0930 to 1200 hours.   

As in previous years, the costs for the Conference Day sessions and the Formal Dinner have been 
kept to an absolute minimum of $140.00 per person all-inclusive. Cost of the Conference only is 
$75.00 per person and cost of the Formal Dinner only is $85.00 per person.  The Novotel has 
offered a competitive rate for accommodation of $219.00 per night for a standard king 
room/twin room (shared).    The Conference Administrative Instruction and Registration Form 
are available on the website: dra.org.au  and at url: DRA 2015 Conference webpage. Additional 
information can be obtained from the Conference Secretary, WO1 Warren Barnes via:  Email: 
warren.barnes@defence.gov.au or Mobile: 0409 909 439. 

 

2 September 2015  Battle for Australia Commemoration Service - Martin Place  On the 19 June 
2008, His Excellency, Major-General Michael Jeffery AC CVO MC, Governor 
General of Australia, proclaimed that the “Battle for Australia Day” was to 
be a national day of Remembrance, to be held on the first Wednesday in 
September.    This year the BATTLE FOR AUSTRALIA COMMEMORATION,  to 
honour those who served on land and sea and in the air repulsing the direct 
threat to Australia in 1942-1945, will be held at the Cenotaph, Martin Place, 
Sydney on 2 September at 11.00am.  His Excellency, General the 
Honourable David Hurley AC DSC (Ret’d), Governor of New South Wales, 
will be the Guest of Honour and will deliver the Keynote Address.   Ex and 
current servicemen and any affiliated organisations and the public are most 
welcome to attend this Commemoration.  

 

 

2 September 2015 – New South Wales Masonic Club “Inaugural Battle for Australia 
Dinner”   The Dinner will be held in the Grand Dining Room at the Club. Invitations 
are open to all serving and former members, of all ranks, of the Australian Defence 
Force and her allies in past and present conflicts. Dress will be Mess Dress or Black 
Tie with miniatures. The format will be that of a traditional “Regimental Dinner”.   
The newly elected President of the RSL, Mr. Rod White AM RFD will be the Guest of 
Honour and Guest Speaker for the occasion.   The formal invitation for the dinner  
together with a response form can be obtained from our office :  
Ph: (02) 9393 2325 Email: office@rusinsw.org.au 

Image source:    
NSW Masonic Club 

Image Source: AWM ARTV00538 

http://www.dra.org.au/html/s01_home/home.asp
http://www.dra.org.au/DRA-National-Conference/National-Conference-2014/National-Conference-2014.asp
mailto:warren.barnes@defence.gov.au
mailto:office@rusinsw.org.au
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9 September 2015, 7th October 2015 and 4th November – Military History Seminars by Military 
History & Heritage Victoria Inc. (MHHV).   The MHHV has announced the following spring 
seminar speaker program for 2015: 

1. Boomerang Grenades to Buku Boom Boom: The Australian Army 
Heritage Collection by Dr Andrew Kilsby.  Dr Kilsby has been 
commissioned to write a highlight history of over 400 iconic – and 
downright quirky - objects held in the Australian Army’s 18 
museums around Australia.  He will present some of the most 
interesting artefacts in the Army’s collection from colonial times 
to the modern battlefield - Wednesday 9th September between 
6.30 – 8.00 pm. 

 
2. The Fighter by author Paul Warren. Former ADF soldier and Australian martial arts champion 

Paul Warren talks about the IED ‘incident’ which seriously wounded him and killed his mate 
in Afghanistan in 2009, his painful recovery both physical and mental and his work now for 
Mates4Mates, dedicated to helping other wounded soldiers – Wednesday 7th October 2015 
between 6.30 - 8.00 pm.  

 
3. The RAAF and the Battle for Tarakan 1945 by Mr Tony Hastings.  Tony is completing his PhD 

in military history with the University of NSW at the Australian Defence Force Academy. His 
presentation will explain the often criticised efforts of the RAAF at Tarakan in the context of 
the RAAF’s relegation to a minor role in Pacific air operations by 1945 - Wednesday 4th 
November between 6.30 - 8.00 pm. 

 
The seminars will be held in the ‘Pompey Elliott Memorial Hall’ located at the Camberwell RSL 
Sub-Branch at 403 Camberwell Road. The cost is $5 for MHHV members, veterans, concession 
card holders and students while for all other guests it is $10 to cover the costs of providing food, 
tea & coffee and hall use. For more information please contact: MHHV Secretary: Jason 
McGregor on 0419 256 681 or email info@mhhv.org.au   
 

 
6–8 October 2015 – The Pacific2015 International Maritime Conference   This conference will be 

held at the Sydney Exhibition Centre at Glebe Island.  The 
conference, organised by The Royal Institute of Naval 

Architects and The Institute of Marine Engineering, 
Science and Technology will allow delegates to be 
involved in discussions about the latest developments in 
marine engineering and maritime technology; both in the 
areas of defence and commercial shipping.  The 
conference will coincide with the prestigious Royal 

Australian Navy Sea Power Conference, the Navy Week celebrations in Sydney and the 
PACIFIC2015  International Maritime Exposition which is organised by Maritime Australia 
Limited.  Full details of registration costs and entitlements are available on the conference 
website:         www.pacific2015.com.au/international-maritime-conference  

 

 
 

     Image source: Maritime Conference 

mailto:info@mhhv.org.au
http://www.pacific2015.com.au/international-maritime-conference
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Recent Past Events  
 

Tuesday 28 July 2015 – The speaker for the lunchtime lecture was Mr Brian Toohey, Australian 
Financial Review Columnist with the subject is “An affordable Australian defence policy”  It was 
well attended and a most informative presentation 
 

 

  

Image source: John Hutcheson & Theodora Fox   
 

From top left clockwise: 
Brian Toohey after delivering his July Lecture on 
"An affordable Australian defence policy" ;   
 
Members and visitors attending the July 
lecture; 
 
Lt. Col. Ken Broadhead RFD (Ret'd) [RUSI 
Councillor] left and Mr Noel Ramsden [RUSI 
Member] ; 
 
Members and visitors attending the July 
lecture; 
 
Col. John Hutcheson [RUSI Vice-President] 
presenting Brian Toohey with a RUSI Honorary 
Membership and the RUSI tie.  
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General Defence News  

 
Timor-Leste Defence Force participates in AACAP 2015  Timor-
Leste Defence 
Force (F-FDTL) Army engineers joined Australian Army engineers 
in July to deliver building projects to the remote Indigenous 
community of Titjikala.   The soldiers are deployed as part of the 
Army Aboriginal Community Assistance Programme AACAP), 
which is a collaborative partnership between the Department of 
the Prime Minister and Cabinet (PM&C) and the Australian Army.  
AACAP Contingent Commander Major Chris Sampson said this is 
the third consecutive year that the F-FDTL have participated in 
AACAP.  AACAP aims to improve the environmental health and 
living conditions in remote Indigenous communities.   Resourcing 
is shared between PM&C, which provides up to $6 million per 
project, and the Australian Army, which contributes significant 
personnel  

 
 

Air Force receives first Growler     The Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF) received its first EA-18G 
Growler on 30 July. Prime contractor Boeing 
and the U.S Navy formally presented the 
aircraft to the RAAF at a ceremony in St 
Louis in the United States.  Former Chief of 
Air Force, Air Marshal Geoff Brown (ret’d), 
who represented the RAAF at the ceremony, 
confirmed that Australia would be the first 
nation outside the United States to fly the 
airborne electronic attack platform. A 
derivative of the F/A-18F Super Hornet, the 
EA-18G Growler is the only aircraft in 
production providing tactical jamming and 
electronic protection.  The Growler will 
enhance Air Force’s current fleet of 24 Super 
Hornets and future fleet of F-35A Lightning II 

Joint Strike Fighters, and advances ‘Plan Jericho’, the initiative to transform the Air Force into an 
integrated, networked force able to deliver air power in all operating environments. Growler will 
also be a key enabler for both maritime and land forces. The second RAAF Growler has also made 
its first flight, while the following 10 aircraft are in various stages of assembly at Boeing’s St Louis 
plant. On current plans, all 12 aircraft will arrive in Australia by the end of 2017.    
 
 
 Fastest C-17A delivery in Australian history    The seventh C-17A Globemaster III aircraft arrived 
in Australia at RAAF Base Amberley on 29 July marking the fastest C-17A delivery in our fleet. 
Minister for Defence Kevin Andrews said the rapid acquisition of the aircraft is a testament to the 
close relationship that exists between Australia and the United States.    “The active involvement 
of a number of United States and Australian agencies has been pivotal in meeting the successful 

Australian Army soldier and engineer 
Lance Corporal David Whitfield (left) 
from 5th Engineering Regiment, 
101st Construction Squadron, 
instructs Lazarus Lionel from 
Titjikala, Northern Territory, on how 
to arc weld  

The Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF) has received its first EA-18G 
Growler in a presentation ceremony in St Louis in the United 
States. 
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delivery of this aircraft and I applaud 
everyone involved in the acquisition 
program,” Minister Andrews said.   “With its 
proven ability to transport heavy equipment, 
vehicles and helicopters in a short time frame, 
the C-17A’s capabilities are vital to Australia’s 
national security and safety.” Chief of Air 
Force Air Marshal Leo Davies, AO, CSC said the 
acquisition of two additional C-17A aircraft 
will increase the Australian Defence Force’s 
capacity to provide vital community and 

humanitarian assistance.  The Government 
announced the acquisition of two additional 
C-17A aircraft in April 2015 representing a $1 
billion investment in Australia’s security and 

Defence Force.  The eighth C-17A is planned to arrive in Australia in late 2015 
 

Defence Exercises  
 
Exercise Talisman Sabre 2015.   After 20 days of increasingly intensive operations on land, air 
and sea, Exercise Talisman Sabre 2015 
came to a close with an official ceremony 
on 20th July held on board the United 
States Navy Flagship USS Blue Ridge in 
Brisbane.  Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister for Defence Darren Chester said 
the Australia-US bilateral military exercise 
marked a significant milestone in building 
the Australian Defence Force’s (ADF) 
combat training, readiness and 
interoperability.   “This is the first time the 
exercise has taken place simultaneously in 
two strategically important locations,” Mr 

Chester said. 
 

One of the key activities was a large amphibious landing by Australian soldiers from 2RAR 
and US Marines at Fog Bay near Darwin. The Royal Australian Navy’s Bay Class Landing 
ship HMAS Choules worked alongside the US Navy’s amphibious force to deliver 
Australian and US personnel onto the beach.  “By all accounts this operation has been a 
tremendous success,” Mr Chester said. We have learned a great deal about how to 
operate alongside the US Navy and the US Marine Corp as a result of what was a textbook 
amphibious operation.  “The feedback from the local community has also been very 
positive.  “Shoalwater Bay near Rockhampton again showed its value as a Defence 
training area. Australian Army units exercised alongside the US and New Zealand Military 
at Shoalwater Bay to test and adjust their training and procedures. 

The seventh C-17A Globemaster III aircraft arriving in Australia 
at RAAF Base Amberley on 29 July 2015, marking the fastest C-
17A delivery in the Royal Australian Air Force's fleet. 

Commander US 7th Fleet VADM Robert L Thomas, Parliamentary 
Secretary Darren Chester, VADM David Johnston CJOPs   
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Defence Operations  

 

Defence Industry   

Thales’s F90 Assault Rifle enters ADF Service In its press 
release on 4th August, Thales announced that the 
Department of Defence has signed an AUD 100 million 
contract with Thales to produce 30,000 rifles, around 
2,500 grenade launchers, spare parts and various 
ancillaries at Thales’s facility in Lithgow, regional NSW. 

The F90 is a light, versatile weapon that meets 
the highest standards of performance and 
reliability, and has been well-received by soldiers 
in various trials.  Kevin Wall, Thales’s Armaments 
Vice President in Australia, said: “Our soldiers 
deserve the best possible equipment, and the 
F90 delivers on all counts.  Enhancing the Austeyr 
is the most cost –effective way to deliver a 
capability upgrade, and we’ve worked closely 
with Defence and Army units to design, test and 
manufacture this world-class weapon.  We’re 
now looking forward to getting it into troops’ 
hands as quickly as possible.”   “The F90 is born 
from over 100 years of engineering and manufacturing expertise at Lithgow, and this is 
the latest chapter in Lithgow Arms’ long contribution to Australian military operations.” 

In Australian Defence Force service, the rifle will be known as the Enhanced F88 (EF88), 
marking a significant enhancement of the original Austeyr F88.  Two versions will be 
delivered – a standard rifle with a 20’ barrel, plus a carbine with a 16” barrel.  Deliveries 
to the ADF will begin in the next few weeks and phased over six years.   

Thales is currently exploring export opportunities for the F90 in various markets around 
the world, while also developing further enhancements for the rifle, which is fitted for but 
not with electronic architecture including centralised power as a key future-proofing 
measure. 

 

International  
 

Australia strengthens defence science cooperation with Singapore.   On 23rd July Australia and 
Singapore signed a ten-year Memorandum of Understanding for cooperation in defence science 
and technology.  This is the first new defence cooperation agreement between the Australian 
and Singaporean Defence Organisations, as agreed in the Joint Declaration on a Comprehensive 
Strategic Partnership by Prime Ministers Abbott and Lee, signed on 29 June 2015.   Assistant 
Minister for Defence Stuart Robert said the agreement was a new milestone in building closer 
ties with Singapore through extended collaboration in defence science and technology. The 

Private Kirk Foster (background), Private Robert 
Crane and Lance Corporal Lachlan Robinson 
(front) from the 1st Battalion, Royal Australian 
Regiment test fire the Enhanced F88 Austeyr at 
the Thales small arms range in Lithgow. 
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Australian Government supports a more 
prominent role for defence science and 
technology cooperation as part of a 
deeper strategic relationship with 
Singapore,” Mr Robert said.  Under the 
new agreement the two countries will 
undertake collaborative research, 
conduct joint trials, work on systems 
engineering and integration, exchange 
equipment and personnel, develop new 
capabilities and improve methods of 
operation.  The new Memorandum of 
Understanding was signed in Singapore 

by Australia’s Chief Defence Scientist, Dr 
Alex Zelinsky, and his Singapore 
counterpart, Professor Quek Tong Boon. 
 
 

 
USNI News Report “Forbes: As China Increases Tensions, U.S. Must Ensure Asia Rebalance has 
the Right Goals”      The USNI News Weekly Update for 08/05/2015 included a report of a speech 
by Randy Forbes, the Chairman of the House Armed Services Seapower and Projection Forces 
Subcommittee.  Speaking at the American Enterprise Institute in Washington he said that China 
uses “applied friction” – calling coral reefs “islands” to claim them, setting up aerial identification 
zones, building its navy’s blue water capacity – as part of its strategy to get its way in the Asia-
Pacific region, “We’ve become very adverse to any friction,” even to the point of renaming the 
“Pivot to the Asia Pacific” the “Rebalancing to the Asia Pacific,” he said.    
 
But the Chinese “overplay their hand sometimes,” which causes its neighbors to look to the 
United States to resolve disputes and provide security. Forbes said the Chinese realize that they 
have a certain amount of time, possibly a decade, to keep accelerating its economy before 
serious problems arise, and the current American administration appears unwilling to act with 
the same force it has towards 
Russia for meddling in 
Ukraine.  For China, like 
Russia, bold steps overseas 
can divert public attention 
from domestic problems, he 
said.   
 
Forbes, who also serves as 
founder and co-chairman of 
the Congressional China 
Caucus, said it was important 
that the Obama 
administration brought the 
Asia-Pacific “to center stage.” 

Image Source: Ministry of Defence:   Mr Robert (left) witnessing, 
together with Mr Lui (right), the renewal of the S&T MOU by Chief 
Defence Scientist of Australia, Dr Alexander Zelinsky (second from 
left), and Chief Defence Scientist of Singapore, Professor Quek Tong 
Boon (second from right) 

China’s carrier Liaoning 
Image Source: PLAN Photo   http://news.usni.org/2015/07/29/forbes-as-china-
increases-tensions-u-s-must-ensure-asia-rebalance-has-the-right-goals 

http://news.usni.org/2015/07/29/forbes-as-china-increases-tensions-u-s-must-ensure-asia-rebalance-has-the-right-goals
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That renewed attention has helped the United States improve relations with countries in the 
region beyond its traditional allies.  “What we want is networks,” Forbes said in answer to a 
question. He cited Japan’s closer working relationship with Australia on security and the 
Philippines giving the United States access to facilities there.    “It causes the Chinese to think.”   
But, more critically, Forbes has long asked for more from the administration to ensure the new 
focus on the region is strategic in meeting the United States’ desired goals.  “Tell me what the 
strategy is,” “are we winning or losing,” and “tell me the metrics you are using,” he said he 
always asks of witnesses in his hearings.   He said those questions are often met with sighs from 
the witnesses. “We’ve gone away from strategic thinking,” he said 
 
 
USNI News Report “China, Russia Planning 20-Ship Naval Exercise in the Sea of Japan in 
August”    The USNI News Weekly Update for 07/22/2015 reported that China and Russia will 
conduct their largest joint Pacific exercise in August near Japan. Announced last year, Joint Sea 
Exercise 2015 will occur in both the Sea of Japan and off the cost of Russian region of Primorsky 
— about 250 miles away from Japan.  “These maneuvers will for the first time involve a joint 
amphibious assault drill in Russia’s Primorsky territory with the participation of carrier-based 
aircraft,” Russian Pacific Fleet spokesman Roman Martov said as reported by the Russian TASS 
wire service.   “Representatives of the headquarters of the Russian Pacific Fleet and the Navy of 
the People’s Liberation Army of China have carried out major work for the planning of the 
Chinese warships’ visit to Vladivostok port, the cultural program, sports competitions and all the 
tactical events of the sea, land and air parts of the maneuvers.”   
 
Since 2011, Russia and China have conducted regular joint exercises.    Last year was the largest 
series of exercises, the Russian Navy and the PLAN drilled with 14 surface ships, two submarines, 

aviation assets and special 
operation forces (SOF), 
according to Chinese media.  
The Pacific drills follow the 
first ever joint Chinese-
Russian exercise in the 
Mediterranean sea earlier 
this year.  In November, the 
Defense Minister Sergei 
Shoigu said the combined 
military-to-military between 
China and Russia 
partnership was growing. 
 
 
  

Russian and Chinese ships in the Pacific in 2014. China Daily Photo     
http://news.usni.org/2015/07/17/china-russia-planning-20-ship-naval-exercise-in-
the-sea-of-japan-in-august 

http://news.usni.org/2015/07/17/china-russia-planning-20-ship-naval-exercise-in-the-sea-of-japan-in-august
http://tass.ru/en/russia/809252
http://tass.ru/en/russia/809252
http://news.usni.org/2015/05/14/why-the-chinese-navy-is-in-the-mediterranean
http://news.usni.org/2015/05/14/why-the-chinese-navy-is-in-the-mediterranean
http://news.usni.org/2015/05/14/why-the-chinese-navy-is-in-the-mediterranean
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Image Source: Theodora Fox 

About the RUSI of NSW 
 

 
Founded as the United Service Institution of New South Wales in 1888, the Royal 
United Services Institute of New South Wales today is one of seven self-governing 
constituent bodies of the Royal United Services Institute of Australia.   

 
 
The aim of the Institute is to promote informed debate on, and to improve public awareness and 
understanding of, defence and national security. To this end, the Institute:  
 
 

 contributes to the national debate on defence and security policy; 

 publishes a highly-respected professional journal; 

 arranges regular lectures and occasional seminars on military history, defence and 
security issues; 

 organises visits to defence and security establishments; 

 operates a public library, specialising in defence and security literature dating from the 
early 19th century to the current day; and 

 conducts social and networking functions for members. 
 
 
The Institute’s rooms and the Ursula Davidson military history Library are on Level 20, Defence 
Plaza, 270 Pitt Street, Sydney – very close to Town Hall and Museum railway stations. Tea/coffee 
and biscuits are available without charge and members and visitors are encouraged to use the 
facilities for reading or research, or just as a base when visiting the city of Sydney.   However, 
prior to visiting for the first time please contact the Office Manager to arrange access to the 
Office. For additional information please visit our website at www.rusinsw.org.au or call the 
Office at (02) 9393 2325. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.rusinsw.org.au/
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Books for sale     All books are duplicates, donation or  

discarded from our collection and are in good to fair 
condition.  To arrange payment and delivery of the book, 
call the Librarian  
- Theodora Fox (02) 9393 2325 
 
At Home in Australia - Peter Conrad  - $20.00 

Australia 1942: In the shadow of war - Ed. P.J. Dean - $35.00 

Australia and Colonial Question at the United Nations – W.J. Hudson  - $20.00 

Australia Goes to War - John Robertson  - $20.00 

Australia in Asia: Communities of Thought - Edited by Anthony Milner and Mary Quilty -  $10.00 

Australians at War - TIME LIFE SERIES  - The Desert War 1940-1942 /  For Queen and Commonwealth /  Gallipoli - 

one long grave /  War against Japan 1941-1942   $5 each     

B-24 Liberator 1939-45 – Martin Bowman – $15.00 

Battle of the wine dark sea: The Aegean Campaign 1940-1945 - L. Lind - $10.00 

Battles Lost & Won - Hanson W. Baldwin  -  $15.00 

Children of the ANZACS – L.E. Pembroke - $10.00 

Churchill and Australia. - G. Freudenberg - $28.00  

Coming of the Strangers - Baiba Berzins  - $26.00 

Darwin spitfires: The Real battle for Australia - A. Cooper - $25.00 

Darwin's air war: 1942-1945 an illustrated history - Aviation Historical Soc. of NT - $20.00 

D-Day: The Battle for Normandy - A. Beevor - $25.00 

Elements of Cartography - Arthur H. Robinson et al.  - 25.00 

Eleven bloody days: Battle for Milne Bay - B. Boettcher - $30.00 

Famous Pilots and Their Planets – Francis K. Mason - $15.00 

Fighting Words – Carl Harrison - Ford -  $20.00 

Great War - L. Carlyon - $30.00 

Green Armour: Classic account of the war in New Guinea - O. White - $15.00 

Hell's Battlefield : Australians in New Guinea in WWII - P. Bradley - $30.00 

History of fighting ships - Richard Hough - $15.00  

Japan at war: An oral history - H.T. Cook & T. F. Cook - $15.00 

Logic of International Relations - Steven J. Rosen & Walter S. Jones - $20.00 

Pacific Fury: How Australia & allies defeated the Japanese Scourge - P. Thompson - $30.00 

Path of infinite sorrow: the Japanese on the Kokoda Track - C. Collie & H. Marutani. $20.00 

RAAF Hudson story: Book One - D. Vincent - $50.00 

South West Pacific 1941-45 - E.G. Keogh $30.00 

Second world war - A. Beevor - $25.00 

Tocumwal to Tarakan: Australians & the consolidated B-24 Liberator- M.V. Nelmes - $50.00 

Under The Southern Cross - Bob Livingstone  - $25.00 

Vietnam Experience Series $5.00 each Setting the stage /  Nation Divided /  Nineteen sixty-eight /  Raising the stakes 

/  Fighting for time /  Passing the torch /  Combat photographer /  America takes over.   

War in the Pacific: Pearl Harbor  to Tokyo Bay – Bernard Nalty - $20.00 

War on our doorstep; diaries of Australians at the frontline in 1942 - Gabrielle Chan (ed.) - $10.00 

Whispering death: Australian airmen in the pacific war - M. Johnston - $20.00 

 

 
 
 

Image source: Theodora Fox 



18 

 

Page | 18                 Official Newsletter of the Royal United Services Institute New South Wales             ABN 80 724 654 162 
                www.rusinsw.org.au    office@rusinsw.org.au     Telephone:(02) 9393 2325               Fax: (02) 9393 3543 

 

The Ursula Davidson Library  

OPERATION BARCODE   Call for volunteers  - Call (02) 9393 

2325 or email:  office@rusinsw.org.au 

Contact the library with details of your availability.  

 

We are currently in Phase Three: Schedule regular volunteer 
visits to execute Operation Barcode over a number of months 
from March 2015.  Progress: We have successfully audited and checked 16% of the book 
collection. 
Volunteers are running an audit of our book collection against our electronic catalogue and 
correcting errors and updating the catalogue.   We are simultaneously adding call numbers, 
barcodes and accession numbers where they are missing.  Volunteers work in pairs to help with 
accuracy and speed.  
 
There have been a number of people who have stepped forward recently and have 
provided their time as volunteers, this has been greatly appreciated.  With continued effort and 
volunteers this will be another productive exercise. 
 
We wish to thank the following volunteers:  
Jeremy Beecher and John Hutcheson, George Franki, Paul Nolan, Bob Wall, Helena Fox and 
John Rudd for their volunteer efforts this  month.   
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