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Introduction  
 

Welcome to this month’s issue of the electronic newsletter of the Royal United 
Services Institute of NSW (RUSI NSW), the aim of which is to provide members, 
stakeholders, and other interested parties up to date news of our latest 
activities and events as well as selective information on defence issues.   
 
There is no charge to receive this newsletter electronically and recipients are not required to be 
a member of the RUSI of NSW.  Invite your colleagues to receive this newsletter by going to the 
newsletter page on the RUSI NSW website http://www.rusinsw.org.au/Newsletter 
where they can register their email contact details. 

 
 

Invitation to Royal United Services Institute of 
New South Wales 127th Anniversary Luncheon  

Friday 21 August 2015  at 12 noon for 12.30pm  at Level 4 
of the Castlereagh Hotel 169-171 Castlereagh Street.  The 
cost is $80.00 which includes two courses and wine.   
RSVP and payment required by Monday, 17th August 
2015. To book:  contact the Office Manager on 9393 2325     

 

 
Latest News and Events 
 
 

 Change of Command for the Air Force 
 
The Chief of Air Force, Air Marshal Geoff Brown, AO, 
officially handed over command of the Royal 
Australian Air Force to Air Marshal Leo Davies, AO CSC 
at a ceremony in Canberra on 3rd July 2015.   
 
Air Marshal Brown ended his four year term by 
expressing his gratitude to all Air Force staff for their 
contribution and thanking his colleagues, family and 
friends for their support during his 35 year career in 
Air Force.   Air Marshal Brown welcomed Air Marshal 
Davies to the job and said he trusted Air Force would 
give Air Marshal Davies the same support that he was 
afforded.  “I leave Air Force knowing that we are on the right path for the future, and Air Force is 
in the capable hands of Air Marshal Davies who will continue Plan Jericho,” Air Marshal Brown 
said. 

Locked Bag 18,  
Darlinghurst NSW 2010 
Level 20, 270 Pit Street  

SYDNEY NSW 2000 
www.rusinsw.org.au       

office@rusinsw.org.au  
Telephone: (02) 9393 2325    

Fax: (02) 9393 3543 

Newly sworn in Chief of Air Force, Air Marshal Leo 
Davies AO, CSC,[left] with outgoing Chief of the Air 
Force Air Marshal Geoff Brown AO, after the change 
of command ceremony held at Russell Offices, 
Canberra. 

http://www.rusinsw.org.au/Newsletter
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Air Marshal Davies said he was deeply honoured and privileged to lead the Royal Australian Air 
Force, and thanked Air Marshal Brown for his leadership and vision.  Air Marshal Davies has 
served in a number of roles including the Commanding Officer of No 1 Squadron, Officer 
Commanding No 82 Wing Amberley, Director General Capability Planning in Air Force 
Headquarters, and was posted to Washington as the Air Attaché.  His last posting was as Deputy 
Chief of Air Force. 
 

First RAAF C-27J Spartan arrives in 
Australia 
 
Chief of Air Force, Air Marshal Geoff Brown, 
AO, welcomed the first RAAF C-27J Spartan 
battlefield airlift aircraft in Australia at a 
ceremony at RAAF Base Richmond on 30 
June 2015. The acquisition of the C-27J 
Spartan will fill a gap in Australia’s military 
capability for tactical fixed wing airlift, which 
has been left open since the retirement of 
the Caribou fleet in 2009.   
 
AIRMSHL Brown said the acquisition of 10 C-27J aircraft, which has been planned since 2012, 
signifies a $1.4 billion investment in Australia’s airlift capability. “The C-27J will strengthen the 
Australia Defence Force’s air lift capability by increasing our ability to move troops, equipment 
and supplies.  “The aircraft will complement the capabilities of the C-130J Hercules and C-17A 
Globemaster and will be able to carry medium-sized loads and access smaller runways that are 
not suited to other aircraft.  “This will allow Air Force to support humanitarian missions as well as 
battlefield airlift in remote locations and unprepared airstrips common in Australia’s region.“ 
 
Initial Operational Capability for the C-27J fleet is planned for late 2016, with Final Operational 
Capability expected within the following two years. The fleet of C-27J Spartan aircraft will initially 
be based at RAAF Base Richmond in New South Wales, until their permanent home at RAAF Base 
Amberley in Queensland is completed. 
 

Minister for Defence – Defence White Paper 2015 Report on Community 
Consultations 
 
On 1st July, the Government released the Report on Community 
Consultations following the 2015 Defence White Paper 
Community Consultation Program. The Report, Guarding against 
uncertainty: Australian attitudes to defence, sets out issues raised 
by the Australian Community at meetings held around the 
country, and in written submissions responding to the Defence 
Issues Paper 2014.    The community consultation program, held 
between July and November 2014, and led by the external 
Defence White Paper Expert Panel, heard views directly from 
more than 500 Australians, and received some 260 written 
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submissions from the public, industry and community organisations, as well as State, Territory 
and local governments from around the country. 
The Expert Panel heard repeated concerns that much of the Australian community did not have a 
good understanding of their present-day Defence Force. Many people told the Panel that they 
did not feel they received enough information or explanation about the ADF and Defence policy.   
The Report reveals a clear need for enhanced efforts to raise public awareness of Defence roles 
and missions, how it performs these tasks and the underlying policy rationale.   The Government, 
as part of the Defence White Paper process, will work with Defence to address these concerns.  
Other matters covered in the Report include: Australia’s security – key threats and opportunities, 
Defence policy settings, Australia’s alliance with the United States, international engagement, 
capability and the Defence organisation and Defence industry.  The Defence White Paper, to be 
published later this year, will set out the Government’s vision for Australia’s Defence strategy 
over the next two decades”. The report can be downloaded at:    
http://www.defence.gov.au/Whitepaper/docs/GuardingUncertainty.pdf 
 
 

Sydney sees HMAS Tobruk sailing home for the last time 
 
HMAS Tobruk (II) sailed through Sydney Heads back 
to her home port at Garden Island for the last time 
on 25 June 2015. The amphibious heavy lift is 
scheduled to decommission on Friday 31 July, after 
34 years of service in the Royal Australian Navy.  
Commanding Officer Tobruk Commander Leif 
Maxfield said the final passage was an emotional 
time for the ship’s company of 167.   “Today 
signifies that the end of the ship’s seagoing life is 
near,” CMDR Maxfield said.  “The people who have 
served on Tobruk over the years have performed 
admirably, responding to the call of duty, whenever 
tasked by Government to do so. Both current and 
former ship’s crews have absolutely lived up to the 
motto of the ship, Faithful and Strong. 
 
Tobruk (II) was commissioned on 23 April 1981 and is the second ship to bear the name. During 
her service life, the ship has supported a number of humanitarian aid and disaster relief missions 
including the most recent, Operation PACIFIC ASSIST 2015 following Tropical Cyclone Pam which 
devastated Vanuatu earlier this year.  “While we will farewell Tobruk, it is also an exciting time to 
be in the Navy. We now look to the future with a bold new capability, having had our first of the 
two Landing Helicopter Dock ships, HMAS Canberra, entering into service in December 2014,” 
CMDR Maxfield said.  NUSHIP Adelaide, the second LHD is scheduled for commissioning later this 
year. 
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Australian and New Zealand trained Iraqi Army Brigade ready to fight Daesh 
 
The combined Australian-New Zealand Task 
Group’s first regular Iraqi Army trainees 
graduated in June.   More than 700 soldiers 
from the 16th Division’s 76th Iraqi Army 
Brigade have spent the past eight weeks in 
training at the Taji Military Complex, 
northwest of Baghdad.  Taji is one of four US-
led Building Partner Capacity (BPC) mission 
sites across Iraq.    The 76th  Brigade 
graduation marks a significant milestone for 
the BPC mission with 10,000 Iraqi Security 

Forces personnel trained by Coalition forces across the BPC sites.  76th Iraqi Army Brigade 
Commander Brigadier General Ali Khalid Abdullah Ali said he and his men felt ready to reclaim 
their country and take the fight to Daesh. 
 
Task Group Taji Commander Colonel Matt Galton said the graduation represented an important 
phase in the Brigade’s preparations for the counter-offensive to take back Iraqi territory, and 
ultimately defeat Daesh.   The Brigade’s training focused on the planning and conduct of 
operations, weapon handling, basic tactical maneuver, integration of intelligence, leadership and 
ethical behavior in war.   “The BPC training mission is a crucial element to enable the Iraqi 
Security Forces to reclaim and hold their territory from Daesh,” Colonel Galton said.   Colonel 
Galton said the Australian and New Zealand trainers had also developed strong bonds with their 
Iraqi counterparts.    Task Group Taji will now shift its focus to the 1st Battalion of the 71st Iraqi 
Army Brigade, which commenced training on 24 June 2015. 
 

Minister for Defence – ADM Cyber Security Summit 
 
 The Minister for Defence delivered the keynote address on 17 
June 2015 at this year’s Australian Defence Magazine Cyber 
Security Summit.   His introduction follows: 
“The theme of the conference “Risk, Resilience and 
Responsibility” is particularly apt given both the importance of 
the internet in our social and economic lives and the fact that 
the internet is largely uncontrolled and has grown organically 
at an exponential rate. 
The internet provides Government and business alike with 
opportunities to operate more efficiently.  Its exponential 
growth has fundamentally changed the way we work and 
interact socially, and will continue to do so.   But increased 
reliance on networked devices comes with additional risks, 
which is why cyber security is a national security priority for the    Government.   Of all the trans-
national security challenges we face, malicious cyber activity is likely to be the most persistent. 
Offensive cyber attacks are a direct threat to the Australian Defence Force’s warfighting ability 
given the ADF’s reliance on information networks.   Cyber threats also have impacts well beyond 
Defence, with the potential to attack other Government agencies, vulnerable sectors of 

Source: Australian Defence Magazine 
Events 
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Australia’s economy, critical infrastructure as well as individuals.   State and non-state actors now 
have access to highly capable and technologically advanced tools to target others through 
internet-connected systems and we are seeing greater use of offensive cyber operations. This 
trend is likely to continue. 
 
The first priority of this government is the safety and security of its citizens.   For us, this is not 
just a catch phrase or a throw-away line – as Minister for Defence, when I say that, I mean it.   As 
a demonstration of this, planning for future national security interests is a fundamental 
responsibility of the Australian Government.  Part of this is being flexible in the face of new 
threats and new technologies, technologies which can lead to new opportunities, but which can 
also create new weaknesses and accentuate old vulnerabilities.  The Government takes cyber 
security very seriously and has invested significantly over a number of years to ensure that we 
have appropriate arrangements in place to deal with cyber security threats against Australia and 
Australians.  But cyber security is not just an issue for governments.   Cyber security is also an 
issue for industry and individual citizens.”    The full address can be accessed via:   
http://www.minister.defence.gov.au/2015/06/17/minister-for-defence-adm-cyber-security-
summit/   

 
 
Institute News 

 
An Executive Meeting was held on 13 July.   

 
Gallipoli August Offensives Centenary Battlefield Tour July/August 2015   To enable members 
who may wish to visit the relevant battlefields prior to the Centenary Commission of Inquiry to 
be held 29 September 2015 (see below under Upcoming Events) the Institute has identified the 
following tour which members could undertake.  It will include representatives who are also 
members of the Institute and who will accompany our members.   

 
Military History Tours (Australia) Pty Ltd, who conducted our New 
Guinea battlefield tour in 2014, is advertising a “Lone Pine 100th 
Anniversary Tour 2015”, which will also take in other August 
offensive sites such as Chunuk Bair. It will be a 10-day fully-
escorted battlefield tour from 3 to 12 August and will include the 
official centenary service at Lone Pine. It will be escorted by one of 
our members, Lieutenant Colonel John Howells RFD (Ret’d), our 
webmaster. John would be happy to adjust the itinerary to meet 
any special needs of our group. The cost for the ground component is $3,700.00 per person, twin 
share. Air fares from Sydney would be additional.  For details see      
www.militaryhistorytours.com.au  
 
Any members who wish to undertake the tour are asked to notify the Institute’s Office Manager 
on 9393 2325 so that the RUSI attendance can be coordinated. 
 
 
 
  

Image Source: Military History 
Tours of Australia 

http://www.militaryhistorytours.com.au/
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Image Source: Brian Toohey 

Image source: Macquarie University 

Image source http://twelfthregiment.info/wp/?page_id=406 

Image Source: AWM A03549 

Upcoming RUSI NSW Events  
 
Tuesday 28 July 2015 - Lunchtime lecture at 1.00pm at the Sydney Mechanics 
School of Arts Theatre, Level 1, 280 Pitt Street – the speaker will be Mr Brian 
Toohey, Australian Financial Review Columnist and the subject is “An affordable 
Australian defence policy”  The lunchtime lectures are open to anyone 
interested. 

Friday 21 August 2015  - 127th Anniversary Luncheon at 12 noon for 12.30pm  
at Level 4 of the Castlereagh Hotel 169-171 Castlereagh Street.  The cost is 
$80.00 which includes two courses and wine.   
RSVP and payment required by Monday, 17th August 2015.  
To book:  contact the Office Manager on 9393 2325     

 

 
Tuesday 25 August 2015– Lunchtime lecture at 1.00pm at the Sydney 
Mechanics School of Arts Theatre, Level 1, 280 Pitt Street – the speaker will be 
Mr James Brown, Director Alliance 21 Program, University of Sydney and the 
subject is “China’s activities in the South China Sea” 
 

 
Tuesday 29 September 2015 – An all-day Gallipoli 1915 August Offensive 
Centenary Commission of Inquiry will be held at the Sydney Mechanics School of 
Arts Theatre, Level 1, 280 Pitt Street. COST: Members and students $45; Non-
Members $60 [includes lunch and refreshments] 
RSVP and payment required by Thursday 24th September 2015. To book:  contact 
the Office Manager on 9393 2325     

 
Tuesday 29 September 2015 Annual General Meeting at 5.15 – 6.00 pm (following 
the Commission of Inquiry) at the Sydney Mechanics’ School of Arts, 280 Pitt Street. 
Nominations are hereby called for the following positions for the 2015-16 Council 
year: President; Vice-Presidents (2 positions); Secretary; Treasurer; Councillors (9 
positions).   

 
Tuesday 27 October 2015 Lunchtime lecture at 1.00pm at the Sydney Mechanics 
School of Arts Theatre, Level 1, 280 Pitt Street – the speaker will be Mr Clive 
Williams, Terrorism Expert, Macquarie University and the subject is “The 
evolving threat from Islamic State”.  The lunchtime lectures are open to anyone 
interested. 

 
 
Monday 16 November 2015 Lunchtime lecture at 1.00pm at the Sydney 
Mechanics School of Arts Theatre, Level 1, 280 Pitt Street – the speaker will be 
Mr Peter Hartcher, Journalist and the subject is “2015: The year in review” The 
lunchtime lectures are open to anyone interested. 
 

Image Source: http://ussc.edu.au/people/james-brown 

Image source: Wikimedia 
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Upcoming Events by other Organisations  

Friday, 24 July 2015  The Commander, Officers and Soldiers of the  2nd 
Division request the pleasure of the company of Serving and Former 
members of the ADF  and interested members of the public on the 
occasion of the 2nd Division Centenary Parade in Honour of  the 100th 
anniversary of the 2nd Division of the Australian Imperial Force (AIF) 
being raised in Egypt at the Parade Ground of the Australian War 
Memorial on Friday, 24 July 2015 at 2.30 pm. 

The parade will comprise of a 100 man guard made up of soldiers and 
officers from the 2nd Division. All of the Colours, Guidons and Banners of the Brigades which 
comprise today’s 2nd Division and those Units which have lineage back to the First World War 
will be paraded.  The parade will be reviewed by His Excellency General the Honourable Sir Peter 
Cosgrove, AK, MC (Retd) Governor-General of the Commonwealth of Australia 
 
A last post ceremony will be held at the Hall of Remembrance at 5:00pm at which time Corporal 
John Mooney, a member who served with the 19th Battalion AIF at Gallipoli and died on the 
Western Front will be remembered.    DRESS:  ADF Members: Dress Order 2D – Ceremonial Dress 
Cold Weather or Service equivalent (W1, A4).   SAAG Guests: Ceremonial Service Dress or Service 
equivalent.  Civilian Guests: Lounge Suit/Ladies Day Dress (Medals optional). 
     http://www.rusinsw.org.au/documents/2DivCentenaryPde20150724.pdf 
 
The Defence Reserves Association 2015 National Conference – 22 Aug 2015.    This conference 
“ADF Total Force – Fact or Fiction?” will be held on Saturday 22 August 
2015 at the Novotel Sydney Brighton Beach, Cnr Grand Parade and 
Princess Street, Brighton Le Sands NSW 2216.  It is a tri-service all ranks 
Conference that will be opened by His Excellency, General The 
Honourable David Hurley AC DSC (Retd), Governor of NSW and will be 
addressed by a panel of distinguished speakers including:  
 

Government Defence speaker;  Opposition Defence speaker;  
Senior Officers of the Australian Defence Force; MAGJEN 
Crackett, Assistant Chief of Defence Staff, Reserve Forces and 
Cadets Division, UK Ministry of Defence;  Leading commentators on Defence matters 

The program has been structured to provide optimal opportunities to discuss crucial issues 
affecting the ADF Reserves.  

Friday night (21 August) is the opportunity to settle in and meet at an informal dinner in the 
Novotel. DRA Branch Delegates will meet separately after dinner to discuss AGM Agenda 
matters. 

The Conference will run throughout Saturday 22 August 2015, from 0830 to 1745 hours.  On 
Saturday evening, a tri-service all ranks Formal Dinner will be held. MAGJEN Crackett, Assistant 
Chief of Defence Staff, Reserve Forces and Cadets Division, UK Ministry of Defence has agreed to 
speak at the Dinner. 

On Sunday (23 August), DRA Branch Delegates will meet for the DRA 2015 Annual General 
Meeting from 0930 to 1200 hours.   

Image source: Defence 
Reserves Association 

Image Source: Aust. Army 
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As in previous years, the costs for the Conference Day sessions and the Formal Dinner have been 
kept to an absolute minimum of $140.00 per person all-inclusive. Cost of the Conference only is 
$75.00 per person and cost of the Formal Dinner only is $85.00 per person.  The Novotel has 
offered a competitive rate for accommodation of $219.00 per night for a standard king 
room/twin room (shared).   

For the Conference Program, Administrative Instructions and Registration Form click on the 
following link:  DRA 2015 Conference webpage  Additional information can be obtained from the 
Conference Secretary, WO1 Warren Barnes via: Email: warren.barnes@defence.gov.au or 
mobile: 0409 909 439.   For general information about the DRA: dra.org.au 

 

2 September 2015 Battle for Australia Commemoration Service - Martin Place  On the 19 June 
2008, His Excellency, Major-General Michael Jeffery AC CVO MC, Governor 
General of Australia, proclaimed that the “Battle for Australia Day” was to 
be a national day of Remembrance, to be held on the first Wednesday in 
September. This year the BATTLE FOR AUSTRALIA COMMEMORATION,  to 
honour those who served on land and sea and in the air repulsing the direct 
threat to Australia in 1942-1945, will be held at the Cenotaph, Martin Place, 
Sydney on 2 September at 11.00am.  His Excellency, General the 
Honourable David Hurley AC DSC (Ret’d), Governor of New South Wales, 
will be the Guest of Honour and will deliver the Keynote Address.   Ex and 
current servicemen and any affiliated organisations and the public are most 
welcome to attend this Commemoration.  

 

 

2 September 2015 – New South Wales Masonic Club Inaugural Battle for Australia 
Dinner. The Dinner will be held in the Grand Dining Room at the Club. Invitations 
are open to all serving and former members, of all ranks, of the Australian Defence 
Force and her allies in past and present conflicts. Dress will be Mess Dress or Black 
Tie with miniatures. The format will be that of a traditional “Regimental Dinner”. 

Registration details will be available from the Club shortly. 

 

6–8 October 2015 – The Pacific2015 International Maritime Conference   This conference will be 
held at the Sydney Exhibition Centre at Glebe Island.  
The conference, organised by The Royal Institute of 

Naval Architects and The Institute of Marine 
Engineering, Science and Technology will allow delegates 
to be involved in discussions about the latest 
developments in marine engineering and maritime 
technology; both in the areas of defence and 

commercial shipping.  The conference will coincide with the prestigious Royal Australian Navy 
Sea Power Conference, the Navy Week celebrations in Sydney and the 
PACIFIC2015  International Maritime Exposition which is organised by Maritime Australia 
Limited.  Full details of registration costs and entitlements are available on the conference 
website:      www.pacific2015.com.au/international-maritime-conference  

Image source: NSW 
Masonic Club 

     Image source: Maritime Conference 
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Recent Past Events  
 
Tuesday 30 June 2015 – The speaker for the lunchtime lecture was 
Rear Admiral Stuart Mayer, CSC and Bar, Commander Australian Fleet 
with the subject “The RAN in the 21st century”.  It was well attended 
and a most informative presentation. 
 
 
Tuesday 27 May 2015 – The 3rd International Defence and Security Dialogue held in the 
Parliament House Theatrette from 1330 – 1800 hours was a most successful event.  The Blamey 
Oration delivered by Mr Dennis Richardson, AO, Secretary of Defence was particularly 
interesting.  Mr Richardson joined Lieutenant General Agus Widjojo (Retired), Centre for 
Strategic and International Studies, Indonesia; Professor Damien Kingsbury, Deakin University; 
and Professor Peter Leahy, AC, University of Canberra for the Expert Panel which addressed a 
wide range of issues related to the regional security challenges facing Australia and Indonesia.  

The full proceeding will be 
published in the Institute’s 
quarterly journal, United Service in 
September.  
Audio files of the four 
presentations are available on the 
Institute’s website at  

http://www.rusinsw.org.au/site/International_Dialogue_2015.asp   

 
General Defence News  

Trilateral Senior Level Seminar between Australian, Japanese and US Armies  
 

The Australian Army’s Trilateral Senior Level 
Seminar concluded on 23 June 2015 with a 
wreath laying ceremony at the Coral Sea 
Memorial, Anzac Park, Townsville.   The 
solemn occasion followed two days of 
discussion groups and presentations between 
the Australian Army, the Japanese Ground 
Self Defense Force, the US Army Pacific and 
the US Marine Corps Forces Pacific. The Chief 
of Army, Lieutenant General Angus Campbell, 

DSC, AM, said the Trilateral Senior Leaders Seminar brought together military leaders from the 
Pacific for substantial discussion on further collaboration between our armies. 
“It has been a pleasure and a privilege to host my Japanese and American counterparts for the 
Trilateral Senior Level Seminar,” Lieutenant General Campbell said.  “Throughout the seminar 
our Army, the Japanese Ground Self Defense Force, the US Army and the US Marines have 
shared insightful, frank and open discussions.  “We have talked about how we will continue to 
work together in humanitarian assistance and disaster relief as well as security operations; and 
importantly, we have discussed how we might build additional trilateral training effort in our 
region in the future.” 

Image source:  
John Hutcheson 

Image source: John Howells 
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The Trilateral Senior Level Seminar is 
an initiative that began in 2013 and, 
until now, has been hosted by the US 
Army Pacific in Hawaii.  Lieutenant 
General Campbell said he looked 
forward to future trilateral seminars 
with enthusiasm.   “I am confident the 
close relationship between our three 
nations will continue to deepen over 
time.” 

Senior representatives attending the 
seminar included: Chief of Staff 
Japanese Ground Self Defense Force 
General Kiyofumi Iwata; Commanding 
General, US Army Pacific General 
Vincent Brooks; Commander, US Marine Corps Forces, Pacific, Lieutenant General John Toolan; 
and Commanding General US Special Operations in the Pacific Rear Admiral Colin Kilrain.   The 
senior representatives were joined by some 90 uniformed members from their respective 
militaries, who participated in group discussions on how our three nations could constructively 
engage in the Indo–Pacific region.  

Two additional KC-30A Multi-Role Tanker Transport aircraft for the RAAF 

The Australian Government announced on 1st July 
that it will purchase two additional KC-30A Multi-Role 
Tanker Transport aircraft for the Royal Australian Air 
Force.  The two additional KC-30A aircraft will be 
delivered in 2018 and provide a substantial increase 
to the air-to-air refuelling capacity of the RAAF.  
Defence has signed an update to the existing 
acquisition contract with Airbus Defence and Space 
for the two aircraft and associated conversion at a 

cost of approximately AUD $408m.  Each KC-30A has a fuel capacity of more than 100 tonnes, 
and can offload fuel via the 17-metre-long Aerial Refuelling Boom System or the two hose-and-
drogue refuelling pods. 

The aircraft is capable of refuelling F/A-18A/B Hornets, F/A-18F Super Hornets, E-7A Wedgetail, 
C-17A Globemasters and other KC-30A aircraft.   In the future it will refuel EA-18G Growler, P-8A 
Poseidon and the F-35A (Joint Strike Fighter) providing a force-multiplier so aircraft can remain 
on station longer, extending their range and persistence.   The KC-30A continues to play an 
important role in the Middle East region as part of Operation OKRA, refuelling both a growing 
number of Australian and Coalition fighter aircraft.  Since September 2014, the KC-30A deployed 
to Operation OKRA has delivered more than more than 10,800 tonnes of fuel. 

The additional two aircraft will be based at RAAF Base Amberley, increasing the KC-30A fleet to 
seven. 

General Kiyofumi Iwata, Chief of Staff, Japan Ground Self-Defense Force 
(JGSDF) [left]  is pictured here with Lieutenant General Angus Campbell, 
Chief of the Australian Army. 
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Government approves contract to maintain ADF small arms manufacturing in Australia 

The Australian Government announced on 6 July that 
it has given second pass approval for project LAND 
125 Phase 3C – Soldier Enhancement Version 2 – 
Lethality.   This project provides the Australian 
Defence Force (ADF) with a new Austeyr F88 rifle 
(the enhanced F88) and advanced ancillary devices 
to improve effectiveness for soldiers involved in 
close combat and their immediate support elements.  
The ADF has used the F88 rifle since 1988. Since 
being introduced into service, the rifle has undergone refurbishments which have gradually 
enhanced the F88 capability over the past decade. 

Thales Australia has designed and will produce the enhanced F88 rifle that will be manufactured 
and receive heavy grade repair at a facility in Lithgow New South Wales. Maintaining a small 
arms manufacturing capability in Australia, the Lithgow factory currently employs 140 personnel. 

The LAND 125 Phase 3C project value is approximately $467m with the enhanced F88 rifle 
contract value estimated to be approximately $100m.  The signing of this contract will result 
in 10 direct manufacturing positions being created and the Australian Industry Content is 
estimated at approximately 90%. 

Army farewells ninth Regimental Sergeant Major 

A change in leadership has occurred 
at Army Headquarters on 9 July, with 
the ninth Regimental Sergeant Major 
of the Australian Army, Warrant 
Officer Dave Ashley, AM, handing 
over to Warrant Officer Don Spinks, 
OAM.   The Regimental Sergeant 
Major of the Army is the most senior 
enlisted position in the Australian 
Army, and an integral part of Army’s 
command team. 

Warrant Officer Ashley expressed his 
gratitude to his colleagues, friends 
and family for their support during 
his nearly 37-year career, which has 

included senior appointments in the Pilbara Regiment, the 3rd Brigade and Forces Command, as 
well as deployments to Timor-Leste and Afghanistan as the Task Force Regimental Sergeant 
Major. 

The position of the Regimental Sergeant Major of Army was first established in 1983 and is the 
only person in the Australian Army to hold the rank of Warrant Officer.   Warrant Officer Don 
Spinks is the tenth Regimental Sergeant Major of Army. 

Chief of Army, Lieutenant General Angus Campbell, DSC, AM, receives the 
Army Pace Stick from the ninth Regimental Sergeant Major - Army, Warrant 
Officer Dave Ashley, AM, at Army Headquarters in Canberra, 9 June 2015. 
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AACAP 2015 Dental Clinics 

Dentists from the Army Aboriginal Community Assistance 
Programme (AACAP) have arrived in Titjikala, Northern 
Territory, to provide free dental treatment and oral health 
education until 20 September 2015.  Army personnel have 
established a temporary clinic and will be on site in Titjikala 
for three months to provide general dental services for the 
community. In addition, they will teach children the 
importance of clean teeth and good oral hygiene.  Lieutenant 
Valentina Nikiforova, who leads the Army’s health team, said 
the clinic was a great opportunity for the Titjikala community 
to easily access local health care.  “The Titjikala community 
only has access to a rotating medical officer for a couple of 
days per month, and normally people would only get to see a 
dentist twice per year,” she said. 

The dental services are part of a broader AACAP project, which is a joint initiative between the 
Australian Army and the Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet (PM&C).  Resourcing of 
projects is shared between PM&C, which provides up to $6 million per year, and the Army, which 
contributes significant personnel and equipment resources to deliver the works.  AACAP aims to 
improve environmental health and living conditions in remote Indigenous communities. One 
project is delivered in a remote Indigenous community each year, providing infrastructure, 
health services and vocational training.  

 

Defence Operations  

 
Australian frigate visits South Africa   The Royal Australian Navy’s Helicopter frigate HMAS Anzac 

arrived in Cape Town 7 July as part of her 
NORTHERN TRIDENT 2015 deployment.  
Anzac departed Sydney in March and has 
transited the Southern Ocean, Indian 
Ocean, the Red Sea, Suez Canal, the 
Mediterranean Sea and the North and 
South Atlantic en route to Cape Town.  
During the five month deployment, the 
ship has represented Australia at 
Centenary of Anzac commemorative 
events in the Sea of Marmara, Cape 
Helles, Gallipoli, Italy and Malta, along 

with ‘D Day’ commemorations at 
Normandy.  Anzac’s visit to Cape Town 

will provide an important opportunity to work with the South African Navy, a fellow member of 
the Indian Ocean Naval Symposium. 
                                             

Lieutenant Jye O’Dell shows members of South Africa's Footy Wild 
program, based in Cape Town, around the forecastle of HMAS Anzac. 
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Melbourne fires Evolved Sea Sparrow Missiles  The Royal 
Australian Navy Adelaide class frigate, HMAS Melbourne, 
has successfully fired 26 June two Evolved Sea Sparrow 
Missiles, reinforcing her war-fighting and mariner skills.   
The missile firings were conducted off the coast of New 
South Wales on 24 June against two unmanned aerial 
targets launched from the Beecroft Range at Jervis Bay.   
Melbourne’s MK-41 Vertical Launch System deployed the 
missiles, controlled in flight, resulting in a successful 
engagement with the target as part of her operational 
training program.  The Evolved Sea Sparrow is a medium-
range, semi-active homing missile that makes flight 
corrections via radar and midcourse data uplinks. It can be used against surface-to-air and 
surface-to-surface targets. The missile is part of the suite of weapons use by Australian frigates. 
 
Exercise Talisman Saber 2015 Kicks Off  The George Washington Carrier Strike Group (CSG) 
joined the bilateral U.S.-Australia Exercise Talisman Saber 2015 which commenced in the first 
week of July and will run until 21st July.   The Exercise will be Australia’s largest ever combined 
arms drill with a combined total of 30,000 troops, 21 ships, three submarines and 200 aircraft 
which will train off of Australia’s northern coast for two weeks with a focus on high-end 
warfighting.  The latest iteration of the biennial exercise includes, for the first time, a contingent 
from the Japanese Self Defence Force (JSDF) and two ships and 500 troops from New Zealand.  
“This exercise illustrates the closeness of the Australia-U.S. alliance and the strength of our 
military-to-military relationship,” said Washington CSG commander Rear Adm.  John Alexander in 
a statement.   “It provides an invaluable opportunity to conduct operations in a joint 
environment that will increase all participants’ ability to plan, coordinate and execute complex 
operations.”   
In addition to the CSG — composed of USS George Washington (CVN-73), guided missile cruiser 
USS Antietam (CG-54), guided-missile destroyers USS Chafee (DDG-90), USS Mustin (DDG-89) and 
USS Fitzgerald (DDG-62) — the U.S. has also sent 2,000 Marines with the Okinawa-based 31st 
Marine Expeditionary Unit (31 MEU) along with big deck amphib USS Bonhomme Richard (LHD 
6), amphibious dock landing ship USS Ashland (LSD 48) and the landing platform dock USS Green 
Bay (LPD-20).  “Talisman Saber offers us the opportunity to enhance our amphibious operations 
skills while working alongside the Australian Defence Force,” said Col. Romin Dasmalchi, the 31st 
MEU commanding officer said in a statement. “Over the next few days, the 31st MEU will 
demonstrate the full range of our operational amphibious capabilities alongside our Australian 
allies as we work with them to refine their own amphibious capabilities.” 
The exercise is being held as tensions between nearby China and its neighbours continue to 

simmer in the South China Sea over 
overlapping territorial claims.  China has 
been vocal about interests outside the 
territory, intruding Beijing academics and 
military leaders, which have accused Japan, 
Australia and the U.S. of forming a so-called 
“Iron Triangle” to limit Chinese ambitions in 
the region. 

For further details see the USNI News Weekly Update for 8th July 2015 
 

http://news.usni.org/2015/07/08/carrier-uss-george-washington-joins-talisman-saber-2015-exercise
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Defence Industry   

 
Defence and Australian industry collaborate 
on counter improvised explosive device for 
Afghanistan    Defence and Australian 
industry partners have collaborated to 
manufacture the first-of-a-kind counter 
improvised explosive device equipment.  
Australia continues to be on the cutting edge 
of the development of defence science and 
technology needed to address the global 
threat posed by improvised explosive devices.  Micreo, Ultra Electronics Australia, Associated 
Electronic Services, AXIOM Precision Manufacturing and Lintek have worked in close partnership 
with the Defence Materiel Organisation, the Defence Science and Technology Organisation and 
Defence’s Counter-Improvised Explosive Device Task Force to produce this potentially lifesaving 
equipment.   This project is an example of Australian industry and Defence collaboration, 
entrepreneurship and innovation to a deliver unique solution that is able to help address a 
persistent threat in almost every conflict zone.  With defence industry partners supporting an 
accelerated production schedule, delivery of this vital equipment to Afghanistan commenced in 
January.   The Afghan National Defence and Security Forces are now deploying this equipment in 
the current fighting season, their first without significant coalition support. 

Defence Exercises  

 
The Australian Army's 7th Brigade conducted Exercise 
Diamond Strike 2015 in the Shoalwater Bay training area, 
Queensland, from 20-30 June 2015.  Exercise Diamond Strike is 
an annual 7th Brigade combined arms training activity 
featuring live-fire ordnance missions, a brigade-size obstacle 
breach, an air-mobile insertion and clearance operations.  

The exercise is the culmination of a 12-month training 
continuum that will see 7th Brigade certified as Army’s ready 
brigade from 1 July 2015 to 30 June 2016, standing stand ready 
to conduct the full spectrum of joint and inter-agency 
operations at short notice.  

7th Brigade units participating in Exercise Diamond Strike 2015 
included 2nd/14th Light Horse Regiment (Queensland 
Mounted Infantry); 6th Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment; 8th/9th Battalion, Royal Australian 
Regiment; 1st Regiment, Royal Australian Artillery; 2nd Combat Engineer Regiment; 7th Combat 
Signal Regiment; 7th Combat Service Support Regiment; and the 7th Brigade Headquarters 
element. Other unit supporting the activity included: 16th Aviation Brigade, 17th Combat Service 
Support Brigade and 6th Combat Service Brigade and Army Reserve soldiers from 5th Brigade 
and 8th Brigade also took part. 

7th Brigade is based at Gallipoli Barracks in the Brisbane suburb of Enoggera. 
Video: http://video.defence.gov.au/play/ttMGV0dTpIWexSFY_UZY7XZY9SU15xfw#   
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International  
 
NATO Defence Ministers’ Meeting.  The Minister for 
Defence attended meetings of the Defence Ministers 
from the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) 
members and partner countries.  The meetings concluded 
on 26 June at which time the Minister said:  “Australia 

and NATO are natural partners; our shared values mean 
we are prepared to take a stand to defend the peaceful 
global order, and the principles that underpin it.  Australia is the second largest non-NATO 
contributor, and the eighth largest overall, to the Resolute Support Mission in Afghanistan.  
Australia currently has around 400 Australian Defence Force personnel deployed to Afghanistan 
as part of this NATO-led mission and has committed US$100 million each year over 2015-17 to 
support the sustainment of the Afghan National Defence and Security Forces.  During my visit I 
also met with the NATO Secretary General, Mr Jens Stoltenberg, and NATO Defence Ministers 
from the United Kingdom, France and Canada.  In my discussions I affirmed Australia’s 
commitment to global stability.         NATO Meeting of Defence Ministers - more details 

 
Assistant Minister for Defence meets with US Defence leaders.  The Assistant Minister for 
Defence Stuart Robert today met with key US military interlocutors on 24 June to discuss our 
evolving defence and security partnership.    Minister Robert met with General Vincent K. Brooks, 
Commanding General, US Army, Pacific; and Lieutenant General John A. Toolan, Commander, US 
Marine Corps Forces, Pacific, to discuss the future of cooperation between the United States and 
Australia, including in defence science and technology and innovation.  “Australia’s Alliance with 

the United States remains the central pillar of our 
security and defence arrangements,” Mr Robert 
said.    “Noting the depth of our shared interests, it 
is important we continue to work closely together 
to further enhance our cooperation, including in 
defence materiel and technology fields.”  “This 
alliance continues to provide Australia with 
significant access to defence communications 
systems and technologies, as well as shared 
insights into next generation defence research and 
innovation and research and development.” 
  

Image Source: NATO 

L-R:   Commander of United States Army in the Pacific 
General Vincent Brooks, Assistant Minister for Defence 
Stuart Robert MP and Commanding General US Marine 
Corps Forces Pacific Lieutenant General John Toolan at 
Parliament House, Canberra. 

http://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/events_120899.htm?selectedLocale=en
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About the RUSI of NSW 
 

 
Founded as the United Service Institution of New South Wales in 1888, the Royal 
United Services Institute of New South Wales today is one of seven self-governing 
constituent bodies of the Royal United Services Institute of Australia.   

 
 
The aim of the Institute is to promote informed debate on, and to improve public awareness and 
understanding of, defence and national security. To this end, the Institute:  
 
 

 contributes to the national debate on defence and 
security policy; 

 publishes a highly-respected professional journal; 

 arranges regular lectures and occasional seminars on 
military history, defence and security issues; 

 organises visits to defence and security establishments; 

 operates a public library, specialising in defence and 
security literature dating from the early 19th century to 
the current day; and 

 conducts social and networking functions for members. 
 
 
The Institute’s rooms and the Ursula Davidson military history 
Library are on Level 20, Defence Plaza, 270 Pitt Street, Sydney – 
very close to Town Hall and Museum railway stations. 
Tea/coffee and biscuits are available without charge and 
members and visitors are encouraged to use the facilities for 
reading or research, or just as a base when visiting the city of 
Sydney.   However, prior to visiting for the first time please 
contact the Office Manager to arrange access to the Office. For 
additional information please visit our website at 
www.rusinsw.org.au or call the Office at (02) 9393 2325. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Image source: John Hutcheson         Top to bottom: 
Rear Admiral Stuart Mayer, CSC and Bar, Commander 
Australian Fleet after delivering his June Lecture on the RAN in 
the 21st Century;  
Prof. Mike Hough [RUSI member],  
Rear Admiral Tony Hunt AO RAN (Ret'd) presenting a RUSI tie 
to the Rear Admiral;  
Commander John Ellis RANR (Ret'd) and Admiral Mayer;  
RUSI NSW President Brigadier David Leece PSM, RFD, ED 
(Ret'd) and Admiral Mayer 
 

http://www.rusinsw.org.au/
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Books for sale     All books are duplicates, donation or  

discarded from our collection and are in good to fair 
condition.  To arrange payment and delivery of the book, 
call the Librarian  
- Theodora Fox (02) 9393 2325 
 
At Home in Australia - Peter Conrad  - $20.00 

Australia 1942: In the shadow of war - Ed. P.J. Dean - $35.00 

Australia and Colonial Question at the United Nations – W.J. Hudson  - $20.00 

Australia Goes to War - John Robertson  - $20.00 

Australia in Asia: Communities of Thought - Edited by Anthony Milner and Mary Quilty -  $10.00 

Australia under siege: Japanese submarine raiders 1942 - S.L. Carruthers - $10 

Australians at War - TIME LIFE SERIES  - The Desert War 1940-1942 /  For Queen and Commonwealth /  Gallipoli - 

one long grave /  War against Japan 1941-1942   $5 each     

B-24 Liberator 1939-45 – Martin Bowman – $15.00 

Battle of the wine dark sea: The Aegean Campaign 1940-1945 - L. Lind - $10.00 

Battles Lost & Won - Hanson W. Baldwin  -  $15.00 

Children of the ANZACS – L.E. Pembroke - $10.00 

Churchill and Australia. - G. Freudenberg - $28.00  

Coming of the Strangers - Baiba Berzins  - $26.00 

Darwin spitfires: The Real battle for Australia - A. Cooper - $25.00 

Darwin's air war: 1942-1945 an illustrated history - Aviation Historical Soc. of NT - $20.00 

D-Day: The Battle for Normandy - A. Beevor - $25.00 

Elements of Cartography - Arthur H. Robinson et al.  - 25.00 

Eleven bloody days: Battle for Milne Bay - B. Boettcher - $30.00 

Famous Pilots and Their Planets – Francis K. Mason - $15.00 

Fighting Words – Carl Harrison - Ford -  $20.00 

Great War - L. Carlyon - $30.00 

Green Armour: Classic account of the war in New Guinea - O. White - $15.00 

Hell's Battlefield : Australians in New Guinea in WWII - P. Bradley - $30.00 

History of fighting ships - Richard Hough - $15.00  

Japan at war: An oral history - H.T. Cook & T. F. Cook - $15.00 

Logic of International Relations - Steven J. Rosen & Walter S. Jones - $20.00 

Pacific Fury: How Australia & allies defeated the Japanese Scourge - P. Thompson - $30.00 

Path of infinite sorrow: the Japanese on the Kokoda Track - C. Collie & H. Marutani. $20.00 

RAAF Hudson story: Book One - D. Vincent - $50.00 

South West Pacific 1941-45 - E.G. Keogh $30.00 

Second world war - A. Beevor - $25.00 

Secret battle 1942-1944: Convoy battle-east coast of Aust during WWII- R. Wallace - $20.00 

Tocumwal to Tarakan: Australians & the consolidated B-24 Liberator- M.V. Nelmes - $50.00 

U-Boat war - Lothar-Gunther Bucheim - $10.00 

Under The Southern Cross - Bob Livingstone  - $25.00 

Vietnam Experience Series $5.00 each Setting the stage /  Nation Divided /  Nineteen sixty-eight /  Raising the stakes 

/  Fighting for time /  Passing the torch /  Combat photographer /  America takes over.   

War in the Pacific: Pearl Harbor  to Tokyo Bay – Bernard Nalty - $20.00 

Whispering death: Australian airmen in the pacific war - M. Johnston - $20.00 

 

 

Image source: Theodora Fox 
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The Ursula Davidson Library  

OPERATION BARCODE   Call for volunteers  - Call (02) 9393 

2325 or email:  office@rusinsw.org.au 

Contact the library with details of your availability.  

 

We are currently in Phase Three: Schedule regular volunteer visits to execute Operation Barcode 
over a number of months from March 2015.  Progress: We have successfully audited and 
checked 16% of the book collection. 
Volunteers are running an audit of our book collection against our electronic catalogue and 
correcting errors and updating the catalogue.   We are simultaneously adding call numbers, 
barcodes and accession numbers where they are missing.  Volunteers work in pairs to help with 
accuracy and speed.  
 
There have been a number of people who have stepped forward recently and have 
provided their time as volunteers, this has been greatly appreciated.  With continued effort and 
volunteers this will be another productive exercise. 
 
We wish to thank the following volunteers:  
Robert Crawford; Paul Nolan; Don Faithfull; Louis Ehrler; Jeremy Beecher and John Hutcheson 
for their volunteer efforts this  month.   
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